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South Carolina Congressman
Jeff Duncan announced his special
guests and theme for his 6th Annual
Faith & Freedom BBQ taking place
on Aug. 22 at 6 p.m. at the Ander-
son Civic Center, an event that has
grown to become the largest annnal
gathering of conservatives in South
Carolina.

Congressman Duncan said this
year’s theme 18 “honoring those
who protect us, both at home and
abroad,” which will include a cere-
mony honoring all veterans, guards-
men, active duty military, reservists
and first responders,

Additionally, Duncan announced
that ‘America’s Toughest Sheriff’
Joe Arpaio of Arizona, Congress-
man hMark Meadows of Worth Caro-
lina, and South Carolina Congress-
man Mick Mulvaney would be this
year’s special guests.

“As you know, Sheriff Arpaio
has built a reputation for being one
of America’s toughest sheriffs.,”
said Congressman Duncan. “Like
myself, he has consistently brought
attention to the need to secure our
borders and combat illegal immi-
gration. He also knows that Blue
Lives Matter, and is all too familiar
with the dangers that law enforce-
ment face on a daily basts,

“Congressman Mark Meadows
and 1 both voted against fohn Bogh-
ner for Speaker of the House in Jan-
vary of 2015,” he continued. “Later
that vear, a United States Congress-
man filed a motion of the floor of
the House to remove John Boehner
from his leadership position. That

motion led to Speaker Boehner
stepping down and retiring from
Congress. The Congressman who
filed that motion was Mark Mead-
OWS.

“Mark is a dear friend, a fel-
low conservative aily, and a man
of great faith and conviction. I am
henored to have Mark participate in
this year’s event and 1 look forward
fo hearing what he has to say.

“Mick has been a strong -con-
servative in Congress and a great
spokesman for the conservative
movement.,” said Congressman
Dhmcan. “Mick has constantly been
willing to go in front of the likes of
MSNBC and the New York Times
to spread the message of limited
government, free markets and in-
dividual liberties. Mick has been a
good friend and is always standing
up for the people of South Caroli-
na.”

Tickets for the event are avail-
able for purchase at www JeffDun-
can.corn. Ticket prices are $35 a
person, $60 for a couple, while chil-
dren under the age of 12 eat for free.
Veterans, guardsmen, active duty
mulitary, reservists, first responders
and their families can all attend the
event free of charge by contacting
the event staff at 803-413-5951 or

by emailing Drea@leffDuncan.

com.

Previous speakers at this event
mclude Senators Jim DeMint, Tim
Scott, Senator Rand Paul, Marco
Rubio, Ted Cruz, Governor Scott
Walker, Governor Nikki Haley, and
Dr. Ben Carson.
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ANDERSON - “America’s
Toughest Sherift” Joe Arpaio of
Arizona will be among the guests at
the sixth annual Faith and Freedom
BBQ on Aug. 22,

Sponsored by U.S. Congress-
man Jeff Duncan, the event begins
at 6 p.m. at the Anderson Civic
Center.

On Monday, Duncanannounced
the special guests and theme foran
event that has grown to become the
largest annual gathering of conser-

~vatives in South Carolina.

This vear's theme is "honoring
those who protect us both at home
and abroad,” which will include a
ceremony honoring all veterans,
guardsimen, active duty military,
reservists and first responders,

Additienally, Duncan an-
aounced that Congressman Mark
Meadows of North Carolina, and
5.0 Congressman Mick Mulvaney
would be this year's special guess.

"As you know, Sheriff Arpaio
has built a‘ reputation for being one
of America’s toughest sheriffs, Like
myself, he has consistently braught
attention to the need to secure

Jour borders and combat illegal

immigration. He also knows. that
Blue Lives Matter, and is ail foo
familiar with the dangers that law
enforcement face on adaily basis,”
said Duncan.

"Congressman Mark Mead-
ows and I both voted against John
Boehner for Speaker of the House
in Jaguary of 2015, Later that year,

a8, Congiessman filed a motion

of the fioor of the House to remove
Johkn Boehner from his leader-
ship position. That motion led to

Speaker Bochner stepping down
and retiring from Congress. The
Congressman who filed that motion
was Mark Meadows,” he added.

- “Mark is a dear friend, a fellow

. -3
conservative ally, and a man of
great faith and conviction. T am
henored to have Mark participate in
this year's event and I look forward
to hearing what he has to say,” said
Duncarn.

Puncan said that “Mick has
-been a strong conservative in Con-
gress and a great spokesman for the
conservative mavement. Mick has
constantly been willing to go n
front of the likes of MSNBC and
the New York Times to spread the
message of limited government,
free markets, and individual fiber-
nes. Mick has been a good friend
and is always standing up tor the
people of South Carolina.”

Tickets for the event are avail-
abie for purchase at www.JeffDun-
can.com. Prices are $35 per person
or $60 for a couple, while children
under the age of 12 eat for free.

Veterans, guardsmen, active
duty military, reservists, first re-
sponders and their families can all
attend the event free of charge by
coptacting the event staft at 803-
413-5951 -or by e-mailing Drea®
TetfDuncan com.

Previous speakers at this event
include Senators Jtm DeMint, Tim
Scott, Rand, Marco Rubio and
Ted Cruz, as well as Gov. Scott
Walker, Gov. Nikki Haley and Dr.
Ben Carson.
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Nominate your local arts hero for a Verner Award

Nominate your local arts
hero for a Verner Award

South
supporters
advocates of the arts with a
nomination for the Elizabeth
O’Neill Verner Governor’s Award
for the Arts — the state’s highest
arts award! The nomination process

Carolina
- and

Recognize

is simple — just email, mail or
hand deliver a letter of nomination
by Now. 1.

The nomination letter should
describe the nominee’s exemplary
contributions to the arts in South
Carolina  and  address  any
characteristics included in the
category descriptions (see below),
1t should include specific examples
and relevant data  wherever
possible. The letter should be
structured to answer the following
questions:

»  What makes the nominee
superior or extraordinary?

* How has the nominee
demonstrated leadership in the arts?

e What exceptional
achievements or.contributions has
the nominee made, and what has
been - their
community, state or beyond?

e  What other information
about the nominee is important to
know as they are considered for the

County: Lexington
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impact on  the

state’s highest award in the arts?

Note: -a nomination letter is
different from a support letter.
Letters of support are not required
as part of the nomination process.

Nominations are accepted in
these categories:

e ARTS IN EDUCATION
— open to S.C. individuals and

¢ INDIVIDUAL - open to
S.C.  individuals who have
demonstrated exceptional
achievernent and statewide impact
through their leadership, support,
and advancement of the arts, May
include arts professionals such as
managers, administrators; or arts
supporters  such  as  patrons,
prometers, donors, ete.
institutions whose primary function
is arts’education. May include arts
educators (tdachers, consultants,
principals, administrators), schools,

school districts, college/university
arts depariments, etc.

¢  ORGANIZATION -
open to S.C. organizations that
contribute to the advancement
and/or support of the arts. May
include arts discipline
organizations, arts councils, arts
advocacy  groups, guilds, arts
departments of  organizations,

educational institutions, etc.

*  GOVERNMENT - open
to S.C. agencies and institutions
generally described as unmits of
stgite, county or  municipal
governments that have served their
communities in outstanding ways
through the arts, OR ‘elected or
appointed officials who, in their
official capacities, have
-demonstrated notable support for
the arts through leadership and
public policy.

» BUSINESS/FOUNDATI
ON - open to SC individuals, or
companies and foundations whose
participation,  support,  and/or
confributions have benefited the
maintenance and growth of the arts.

s+ INDIVIDUAL ARTIST
—open to 8.C. artists of exceptional
talent and creativity, in any
discipline, whose contribution to
the arts has helped guide and

influence directions, trends and
aesthetic practices across the state
or to national or international levels

Find complete nomination

guidelines online.
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Gov. Nikki Haley with 2016 Verner Award recipients Hootie and
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Delegation approves funds
for recreation projects

State funds for recre-
ation facilities in George-
townn County were ap-
proved by members of the
county legistlative delega-
tion this week. '

Rep. Stephen Gold-
finch, Rep. Carl Ander-
son and Sen. Ronnie
Sabb agreed to designate
$10,000 of the county’s
portion of water recreation
funds to reopen the De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources facility on North
Fraser Street in George-
town in order to issue com-
mercial fishing licenses.
The office had been closed
due to budget cuts.

The delegation ap-
proved the spending of
$61,233 in water recre-
ation funds to participate
with Georgetown Coun-
ty in upgrading the Rocky
Point Landing on Black
River near Choppee and
the South Island Ferry
Landing near Winyah Bay.

The county will contrib-
ute about $650,000 to the
landings projects, accord-
ing to Goldfinch.

The delegation also
nominated three new
members for the George-
town County Board of Reg-
istrations and Elections.

Bob Wrigglesworth of
Wachesaw Plantation was
proposed as a replacement
for Bill Thompson of Her-
itage Plantation. Angela
Anderson and Tracey Gib-
son were recomimended to
fill two vacant positions.
The appointments must
be approved by Gov. Nikki
Haley.
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Pokémon captures attention
of recreation department

A video game is attract-
ing people to county recre-
ation facilities. That's the
reality of Pokémon Go,

“Pokémon might be the
key to world peace,” said
Beth Goodale, the George-
town County Parks and
Recreation director. That's
based on the disparate mix
of people who were drawn
together by the game that
was released last month.
The department is now
planning a Pokémon event
for the Waccamaw Neck.

The game uses “aug-
mented reality” to su-
perimpose the animated
Pokémon creatures over
actual locations - when
viewed from smartphones
and other mobile devices.
Players collect the crea-
tures and train them in
gyms. They also collect
items at PokéStops, which
are typically public facili-
ties or places of interest, as
are the gyms.

“We are trying to get a
few gyms added,” Goodale
said. Those would be the
county’s actual gyms, not
the virtual kind. “What we
hear is that it’s like months
of backlog.”

Gov. Nikki Haley com-
plained last month to the
game’s creator, Niantic,
after the Statehouse was
removed from the roster of
PokéStops.

The recreation depart-
ment was able to lure Poké-
mon and players to the
Beck Center in Georgetown
last month for its first ven-
ture into augmented real-
ityv. It happened to coin-
cide with a teen basketball
program. “The basketball
players were also out play-
ing Pokémon,” Goodale
said. “Kids whose sport is
sitting home playing video,
games were on the basket-
ball courts.”

It drew children and
adults, many of whom had
never been to the recre-

“ation facilities before, The

Waccamaw Neck - event
will be scheduled now that
classes have resumed in
county schools, she said.
“If you can get people
who would normally be
home sitting on the couch
to get out and start mov-
ing around you've actually
done something,” Goodale

‘said.
- CHARLES SWENSON .
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Airports, military museum among losers of budget cut
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am@ﬁg losers of bu ndget cut

The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — A rev-
enue shortfall has cut $10
million worth of spending
from the state’s $7.5 bil-
lion budget, Scuth Caroli-
na's chief accountant said
Wednesday, as he cau-
tioned legislators to save
more and spend less on
“nice-to-have” frems.

The surplus for the fis-
cal year that ended June
30 came in $10.3 millicn
less than the Legislature
expected. By law, state
Comptroller Richard Eck-
stromn must chop from
the bottom of the budget's
priority list for one-time
spending.

“There are items on there
that probably did not rise
to the level of being high-
priority spending items,”
Eckstrom said of the entire
$400-million-plus supple-
mental spending list.

The cuts hit the states
Aeronautics Comrnission
the hardest; $7 million
was intended for mainte-
nance and upgrades at the
state’s 51 publicly owned
airports, which include six
with commercial flights.

Agency director James
Stephens said airports may
miss out on federal grants
that provide 90 percent of
a project’s costs — ben-
efiling competing airports
in other states — or local

governments will have to
come up with the full 10
percent match.

“If we don't take advan-
tage, our neighboring com-
petitor states wili come up
with. a way to secure the
funding,” he said Wednes-
day. “More people are on
the roads, but ifs a huge
economic benefil to all of
our communities to have
the airports open.”

Other cuts to Aeronau-
tics include $100,000 to
upgrade its security sys-
tem and $150,00¢ to help
recruit a nonstop interna-
tional flight to South Caro-

lina. That effort requires
market research, Rep. im
Merrill, R-Charleston, said
in June in successfully wrg-
ing his colleagues to over-
ride Gov.-Nilkki Haley’s veto
of the item.

While  Merrill  didn%
want to get specific, he
said, "If we can get direct,
nonstop flights to Europe
from South Caroling, it's a
game-changer to the state
for business and tourism.”

The $1.1 million cut from
the adjutant general’s of-
fice includes $380,000 to
South Carplina’s National
Guard nmaseum,

The last item on - the
list was $i00,000 to the
treasurer’s office for a new

savings accoun{ program
benefiting people with
disabilities, created by law
earfier this vear.

This is the first time since
2012 that Eckstroem has
had to cut anything. In the
last three years, his year-
end ciosings have revealed
larger-than-expected sur-
pluses.

Eckstrom said he's con-
cerned abolt an economic
downturn.

“I think were going 1o
see some real stress this
upcoming vear,” he said,
adding the state’s existing
reserves may not cover
a plunge in revenue, de-
pending on the severity.

The state’s general re-
serve fund has $328 mil-
fion, bui Eckstrom notes
reveniues dropped by more
than $1 billion amid the
Great Recession,

He applauded the $50
miliior: at the top of the
supplemental list for re-
pairing roads. Other ltems
at the top included $37
millicn to reimburse the
Department of Transporta-
tion for emergency repairs
following last October’s
historic flooding,

Legisiators need to focus
more on such priorities,
rather than funding “nice-
to-have things,” he said,
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Money can be used
along North Main
and Manning Avenue

BY b HILLEY
Jim@theitern.com

South Carolina Department of
Transportation Comunission voted 7-1
in favor of repurposing federajl high-

- way money, according to a plan sub-
mitted by U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn, a
Sumter native, which includes $11.5
million for revitalizing the North
Main Street/Manning Avenue corri-
dor in Sumter.

Mayor Joe McElveern said the revi-
talization project has been a goal of
area leaders for more than a decade.

“It is a big, big thing,” he said. “This
is a big step in revitalizing the South
Sumter area.” -

The mayor said the money can be

used for streetscaping on Manning Av-
enue and along North Main Street.
McElveen credited Clvburn for get-
ting behind the project.
“It has been a labor of love for him,
and he stuck with us,” McElveen said.
DOT had about $23.5 million in fed-
eral highway funds previously ear-
marked for road projects in Clyburn’s
district. _
Federal law allows those funds to be
repurposed to projects within 50 miles
of the original project. Local govern-

County: Sumter
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ment must also be able to match 20 per-
cent of the project budget.

“I support the 8.C. Department of
Transportation Commmission’s action
today to repurpose certain federal
highway funds to make critical invest-
ments in communities in the 6th Con-
gressional District,” Clyburn said. “To-
day’s action will create jobs, improve
infrastructure, enhance public safety
and contribute to essential community

SEE DOT, PAGE AG
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: development and rev1tahza
ton;”

In July, Clyhurn WhO re-

portedly sectired most of that

money, ‘wrote a letter to DOTV b

_Secretary Christy Hall, re-

‘questing the funds be tised'on
saveral prOJects in'his district, T
ineluding: the' Suniter revital-
ization; ‘project, as'well asproj- -

. ectsin Orangeburg and Co- e
“harhibia,
Not evéryone supported

'Clyburn 8 recommendatmns R

- State’ Republican: Party
Chairman Matt Moore told =~

" The State newspaper Clyburn’s-

selection of projects showed
“zero-consideration” for the -
’ Tra.nsportatlon Department’
pr10r11:1es which Moore said
were toincrease the qu,aJlty
and safety of roads.
- “Transportation dollars
should be spent according to
South-Caralina’s priorities, -

Vnot J]m‘ _Clyburn g prmrltles 7

8.0, Gow: N]klu Haley’s of- .
fice reportedly. agreed ca]]mg
' Clybu.m Sfproposal a “perfect

County: Sumter
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“‘decades of neglect. -

~Tocal electedofﬁc:lals and

g gressﬁaengotforﬂle'dlsﬁ'l
Ma?or ‘McElveen said the
y: ‘resents a majo o ,' E

. around Morrls College
He sald lt was dlsa' p@mmlg

- “I'was proud.to Work w1th
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Thousands still need help
in wake of historic floods

BY BRUCE SMITH
Associated Press

CHARLESTON

Thousands of people in
South Carolina still need
home repairs, white the
state has submitted a plan
for using almost $100 mil-
lion in federal housing aid
almost a year after historic
rains inundated the state.
The state is now also re-
viewing applications from
farmers for state help.

Last October’s rains,
which some experts say was
an event that happens only
once every 1,000 years,
dropped upward of 2 feet of
rain and the long-term re-
covery from such an event
generally takes three to
seven years.

Recovery agencies are still
working with about 3,600
clients, many of whom are
still living in storm-damaged
homes. The state is review-

County: Horry
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ing applications from farm-
ers for millions of dollats
state lawmakers earmarked

earlier this year for farm aid.

And South Carolina for-
warded a plan to the federal
government last month for
using of federal money to
help for home repairs.

A look at the ongoing
recovery:

THOUSANDS STILL NEED
HELP...

Falon Alo, the executive
director of Hearts & Hands
Disaster Recovery the flood-
ing case management pro-
vider for the state, says the
agency currently has 3,600
clients in the 24 counties
that were declared disaster
areas after the floods. “Just
about every single one of
them is living in an unsafe
home with mold infestation,
buckling floor and roofs that
still leak when it rains be-
cause they have no place
else to go,” she says.

..MANY OF THEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE

While other areas of the
state, notably Charleston
and Columbia, were hit hard
most of those who still in
need help live in the Pee
Dee area. “The vast majority
of our clients are people who
are elderly and disabled and
living in poverty,” Alo says.
In one home lives an 8-year-
old boy who is on the list for
a heart transplant.

HELP FROM THE FEDS

After the storm about
103,000 people registered
with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for
individual assistance. About
28,000 received some help
with the average grant about
$3,000.

The state is getting almost
$100 millicn from the De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development and
last month submitted an
action plan that is now being

reviewed. The first aid
checks could come in Jan-
uary. ‘

FARM AID

Stephanie Sox of the state
Department of Agriculture
says the department hopes
to issue checks for farmers
affected by the flood by Oct,
1. This week was the dead-
line for most farmers to
apply although farmers in
three upstate counties have
until Sept. 6 because those
counties were added to the
federal disaster declaration
later, The aid comes from
$40 million lawmakers
approved over Gov. Nikki
Haley’s veto. The money
will be some help, although
it's estimated the floods
caused farm losses of $375
million.

ROAD TO RECOVERY

The Department of Trans-
portation reported this week
that sections of 31 state
roads remain closed, well
down from about 550 closed
after the storm. Twenty-
three roads are closed be-
cause they cross dams which
the state does not maintain.

Page: 1
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Airports, military museum
among losers of $10M budget cut

BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

A revenue shortfall has
cut $10 million worth of
spending from the state’s
$7.5 billion budget, South
Carolina’s chief accountant
said Wednesday, as he cau-

tioned legislators to{save
more and spend less on
“nice-to-have” items.

The surplus for the fiscal
year that ended June 30
came in $10.3 million less
than the Legislature expect-
ed. By law, state Comptroll-
er Richard Eckstrom must
chop from the bottom of the
budget’s priority list for

one-time spending,.
“There are items on there

FROM PAGE1C

BUDGET

in June in successfully urg-
ing his colleagues to over-
ride Gov. Nikki Haley's veto
of the item.

While Merrill didn’t want
to get specific, he said, “If
we can get direct, nonstop
flights to Europe from South
Carolina, it’s 2 game-chang-
er to the state for business
and tourism.”

The $1.1 million cut from
the adjutant general’s office
includes $380,000 to South
Carolina’s National Guard
museum.

The last item on the list
was $100,000 to the trea-
surer’s office for a new sav-
ings account program bene-
fiting people with disabil-

County: Horry
63027-08-21_C1001.pdf

that probably did not rise to
the level of being high-pri-
ority spending items,” Eck-
strom said of the entire
$400-million-plus supple-
mental spending list.

The cuts hit the state’s
Aeronautics Commission
the hardest; $7 million was

intended for maintenance
and upgrades at the state’s

51 publicly owned airports,
which include six with com-
metrcial flights.

Agency director James
Stephens said airports may
miss out on federal grants
that provide 90 percent of a
project’s costs — benefiting

ities, created by law earlier
this year.

This is the first time since
2012 that Eckstrom has had
to cut anything. In the last
three years, his year-end
closings have revealed
larger-than-expected sur-
pluses,

Eckstrom said he’s con-
cerned about an economic
downturn.

“1 think we're going to see

some real stress this up-
coming year,” he said, add-
ing the state’s existing re-
serves may not cover a
plunge in revenue, depend-
ing on the severity.

The state’s general re-
serve fund has $328 million,

competing airports in other
states - or local govern-
ments will have to come up
with the fuil 10 percent
match.

“If we don’t take advan—
tage, our neighboring com-
petitor states will come up
with a way to secure the

funding,” he said Wednes-
day. “More people are on
the roads, but it's a huge
economic benefit to all of
our commumtles to have the
airports open.”

Other cuts to Aeronauncs
include $100,000 to up-
grade its security system
and $150,000 to help
recruit a nonstop interna-

but Eckstrom notes reve-

nues dropped by more than
$1 billion amid the Great
Recession.

He applauded the $50
million at the top of the
supplemental list for repair-

ing roads. Other items at the

top included $37 miilion to
reimburse the Department
of Transportation for emer-
gency repairs following last
October’s historic flooding.
Legislators need to focus
more on such priorities,
rather than funding “nice-
to-have things,” he said.

The list’s varied spending

includes money for school
buses, college maintenance,

tional flight to South Car-
olina. That effort requires
market research, Rep. Jim
Merrill, R-Charleston, said -

é¢

| THINK WERE
GOING TO SEE
SOME REAL STRESS
THIS UPCOMING
YEAR.

State Comperoller
Richard Eckstrom

SEE BUDGET, 3C

parks, museums, a city bus,
and restoring historical
buildings.

Eckstrom pointed to the
$30 million allocated for
replenishing sand along
South Carolina’s coast as an
example of questionable
spending.

While seme say it’s essen-
tial for tourism, “some say
it’s folly to fight Mother
Nature,” Eckstrom said. “1
think it's probably more
important to take care of the.
roads.”

Legisiators will resume-
their debate next year over
how to fund tens of billiens
of dollars’ worth of existing
highway needs.
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COLUMBIA (AP) — Presi-
dents of seven evangelical
Christian colleges:are asking.
South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley to protect their institu-
tions from mandates on the
use of bathrooms by trans-
gender students. They want
the Republican to use her
p]atform to "promote reli- -
gious freedom.”

The presidents warned in a
letter delivered Monday that
the Obama administration's
order requiring public
schools to let transgender
students use bathrooms con-
sistent with their chosen gen-
der identity could violate "the
privacy and modesty of stu-
dents" who object based on
religious values.

Such mandates "could ulti-
mately deny us the ability to
fulfill our faith-based mis-
sions by taking away our
freedom to hire and dismiss
employees, provide health
care for our employees, pro-
tect the privacy of our stu-
dents in restrooms, showers,
and residence halls, and deny
our students the ability to
use the federal and state fi-
nancial aid to which they are
entitled at faith-based univer-
sities,” they said.

The letter was signed by
the presidents of Bob Jones
University, Columbia Inter-
national University, Charles-
ton Southern University,
North Greenville University,
Erskine College and Semi-
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Evangelical college leaders seek
Haley's help on transgender issue

South Carolina has a proud tradition of
upho[dmg religious freedom. I look forward

to working with the universities to make
sure we continue to honor that tradition.

S.C. GOV. NIKKI HALEY

nary, Southern Wesleyan
University and Anderson
University.

Haley said she appreciated
their input, _

"South Carclina hasa -
proud tradition of upholding
religious freedom,” she said
in a response provided to The
Associated Press. "I look far-
ward to working with the
universities to make sure we
continue to honor that tradi-
tion.”

With North Carolina facing
economic boycotts and feder-
al litigation over its law limit-
ing discrimination protec—
tions and bathroom choices,

a relatix] effort failed in :
South Carolina's legislative
session this yvear, and Haley
actively campaigned against
the bill's sponsor, Sen. Lee
Bright, who then lost his re-
election bid.

But a federal judge in
Texas recently favored the
colleges' position, blocking
the Obama administration's
order and saying federal edu-
cation law "is not ambiguous”

about sex being defined as
"the biological and anatomi-
cal differences between male
and female students as deter-
mined at their birth."

Kevin Caiello of the Pal-
metto Family Council, which
distributed the letter, said the
educators also were prompt-
ed to action by pending Cali-

fornia legislation, which they,

fear other states could pur-
sue as well.

Religious colleges in Cali-
fornia have vigorously cam-
paigned against SB1148,
which would have allowed
LGBT students to more easi-
1y sue religious schools for
discrimination.

The bill's sponsor removed
language to eliminate a long-
standing exemption from
state anti-discrimination
laws for religious institutions
and potentially expose them
to civil rights lawsuits. A
weaker version would still re-
quire institutions to disclose
any exemptions they assert
from federal Title IX rules
against discrimination.
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