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From: Ricky Loftin <ricky.loftin@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2016 3:12 PM

To: katrinashealy@scsenate.gov; Creighton Coleman; Tom Rice; Haley, Nikki; Kathryn 

Richardson; Arnold Roberts; Tommy Ruffin; Todd Rutherford; Shane Massey; A. Shane 

Massey; Bjorn2run Info; tomdavis@scsenate.gov; Harold Geddings; 

rexriceforsenate@gmail.com; Lindsey Graham; Harold Geddings; 

carolecollins@scsenate.gov

Subject: The TRUTH is Truth.........Greedy Politicians............

Righ
t-
click 
here 
to  
dow
nlo… 

• Medical Jane 
• Activism  

Exposed: The Full Story Behind Why Marijuana 
Is Illegal & Classified As A Schedule 1 Drug 
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The other day our team got together and discussed the censorship of medical marijuana 
knowledge. Despite the multitude of studies supporting the medicinal benefits of cannabis, 
not much is changing and the plant remains illegal. 
To help us understand why this news isn’t getting covered, let’s go over the history of the 
prohibition of cannabis. This might provide some insight as to why news editors are killing 
stories about curing cancer with cannabis, and why the government is still handing out 
lifetime jail sentences to dispensary owners for selling the possible cure to cancer to sick 
and dying patients. 
Marijuana has been used since the beginning of recorded history. From it we’ve made a 
number of things such as paper, fabric, crops, building materials, proteins, rope, fuel and 
medicine. Not to mention, oils made from the plant are the most medicinally active 
substances ever found. That is exactly why it is illegal. It all came down to a vicious fight 
for billion-dollar markets that took place in the early 1900’s. 

The Story Behind Why Cannabis Is Illegal 

In 1913, Henry Ford opened his famous automobile assembly line to start producing the 
Model-T. In the 30’s, Ford opened a plant in Michigan where they successfully 
experimented with biomass fuel conversion, proving that hemp could be used as an 
alternative to fossil fuels. They extracted methanol, charcoal fuel, tar, pitch ethyl-acetate, 
and creosote all from hemp. What this meant for Ford was that he could now not only 
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produce their own raw materials to make cars, but he could make the fuel to run them as 
well. The discovery was horrible news for a man by the name of Andrew Melon, who 
owned much of the Gulf Oil Corporation; a company who had just recently opened their 
first drive through gas station. 
Andrew Mellon was the Secretary of the Treasury under President Herbert Hoover, and 
owner of the 6th largest bank at the time, Mellon Bank. His bank was the primary financial 
support of a petrochemical company by the name of DuPont. DuPont was developing and 
patenting many different forms of synthetics from fossil fuels including the synthetic 
rubber, plastic, rayon, and paint that GM used to coat their cars. However, Mellon Bank 
was most heavily invested in DuPont’s sulfur-based process of turning wood fiber into 
usable paper. 

From the DuPont 1937 Annual Report, “The revenue raising power of 
government may be converted into an instrument for forcing acceptance 
of sudden new ideas of industrial and social reorganization.” 

In 1916, Mellon’s investment began to look like a money pit when the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture chief scientists processed paper from hemp pulp, and concluded that paper 
from hemp was, “favorable in comparison with those made with wood pulp.” The paper 
produced by hemp fibers did not yellow over time, unlike the chemical-drenched paper 
that was being produced at the time. In addition, an acre of hemp produces more paper 
than an acre of regular trees. 
Strangely enough, the actual production of hemp fiber in the U.S. continued to decline 
until 1933 to around 500 tons per year; this is no coincidence. 
In the 1930’s a man by the name of William Randolph Hearst, invested heavily in 
thousands of acres in timberland to make wood pulp for most of the newspaper industry. 
He was the owner of a large newspaper company that was read by more than 20 million 
U.S. citizens in 18 key cities, and arguably one of the most powerful men in American 
history. Since Hearst didn’t want any competition from the high-quality hemp paper, he 
had to do something. He soon teamed up with DuPont, who was providing Hearst with the 
chemicals he used to preserve his papers at the time. Together they would take hemp 
completely off the market. 
The DuPont Corporation was persistently lobbying in Washington DC, while Hearst began 
a racist smear campaign in his newspapers. A quote from one of Hearst’s papers, 
“Marihuana influences Negroes to look at white people in the eye, step on white men’s 
shadows, and look at a white woman twice.” Hearst’s newspaper was the fuel to the fire 
for the prohibition of marijuana. He painted cannabis as an extremely dangerous drug in 
his “Yellow Journalism“, and convinced millions of Americans (many of them 
congressmen) that the harmless plant is in fact, evil. Films like ‘Reefer Madness‘ had the 
public blaming cannabis for everything from car accidents to death. 

Are we having fun yet? Let’s continue. 

The Federal Bureau of Narcotics (FBN) was an agency of the US Department of the 
Treasury, and was established in 1932 by an act consolidating the functions of the Federal 
Narcotics Control Board, and the Narcotic Division. Andrew Mellon appointed his niece’s 



3

husband, Harry J. Anslinger as the chief of the newly consolidated agency. Anslinger 
testified before Congress by saying, “Marijuana is the most violence causing drug in the 
history of mankind…Most marijuana smokers are Negroes, Hispanics, Filipinos and 
entertainers. Their Satanic music, jazz and swing, result from marijuana usage. This 
marijuana causes white women to seek sexual relations with Negroes.” He often used 
propaganda stories run by Hearst’s newspapers while lobbying. 

“Marijuana is the most violence causing drug in the history of 
mankind…Most marijuana smokers are Negroes, Hispanics, Filipinos 
and entertainers.” – Harry J. Anslinger 

Anslinger ordered the Treasury Department’s general consul Herman Oliphant to secretly 
begin drafting a bill that would slip easily through both Congress and the Court. After two 
years the FBN proposed the “Marihuana Tax Act of 1937“, which placed a tax on the sale 
of cannabis. Anslinger disguised the act as a tax revenue bill, and pushed it through the 
house by introducing it directly to the House Ways & Means Committee. This is the only 
committee that can introduce a bill to the House floor without it being debated by other 
committees, and the chairman happened to be an ally of DuPont, Robert Doughton. It was 
later seen by another DuPont ally, Prentiss Bown in the Senate Finance Committee, 
where it was stamped into law. That same year, DuPont patented a new fabric called 
‘nylon,’ which Andrew Mellon was also heavily invested in. 
The American Medical Association (AMA) opposed the act because the tax punished 
physicians prescribing cannabis, retail pharmacists selling cannabis, and medical 
cannabis cultivation. They claimed the bill had been prepared in secret without giving 
proper time to prepare their opposition, and many were completely unaware that the bill 
was about hemp because the word “marihuana” had only been used in a song before that 
instance. The AMA also argued against the FBN’s claim that marijuana is an addictive, 
violent drug that carries a threat of overdosing. 

“[The Marihuana Tax Act] has become, in effect, solely a criminal law, 
imposing sanctions upon people who sell, acquire, or possess 
marijuana.”– President Lyndon B. Johnson 

Nevertheless, the act was passed and Samuel Caldwell and Moses Baca were the first 
official convicted marijuana criminals for dealing and possession not long after. Baca got 
off easy with 18 months, compared to Caldwell who was sentenced to 4 years of hard 
labor in Leavenworth Penitentiary. While the act itself did not criminalize the possession or 
use of cannabis, it did include penalties of up to $2,000 (equivalent to about $30,000 
today), and 5 years in jail for violators. 
Later in 1967, President Johnson commented on the Marihuana Tax act of 1937, “The act 
raises an insignificant amount of revenue and exposes an insignificant number of 
marijuana transactions to public view since only a handful of people are registered under 
the act. It has become, in effect, solely a criminal law, imposing sanctions upon people 
who sell, acquire, or possess marijuana.” Subsequently, part of the act was ruled 
unconstitutional in the 1969 case, Leary v. United States, because it violated our 5th 
amendment by forcing a person to incriminate one’s self to obtain a tax stamp. Congress 
was not happy about this ruling, and as a result passed the Controlled Substances Act as 
Title II of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970. 
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Pharmaceutical Industry Classifies Cannabis As A Schedule 1 
Drug 

The Comprehensive act required the pharmaceutical industry to maintain physical 
security and strict record keeping for certain types of drugs. It classified drugs into five 
different schedules (Schedule I being the hardest drugs) based on their potential for abuse 
(which is undefined in the act), current accepted medical use, and accepted safety under 
medical supervision. Marijuana was classified as a Schedule I drug by the pharmaceutical 
industry, claiming the drug had no proven medical benefits, and is an addictive and 
dangerous drug. 
Now, let’s ask ourselves something. Why would the pharmaceutical industry, the same 
companies who in the early 1900’s produced hemp medicine for decades, make a claim 
like that? As we all know, you cannot patent a plant or the naturally occurring compounds 
in the plant. For this reason, there was no interest by the major pharmaceutical companies 
to support further research or development of the plant – there was simply no money in it 
for them. As a matter of fact, legalization would actually be detrimental to their business, 
similar to the situation facing the paper and fabric industries. 

The Facts Are Right In Front Of Us 

When you consider all of these facts, it is apparent why the ‘drug’ is classified like it is and 
why it remains federally illegal. Pharmaceuticals are big business, and legalizing cannabis 
would mean losing hundreds of billions of dollars to a single, naturally occurring plant that 
anyone could grow in their backyard. The same goes for the hundreds of businesses in 
the paper and fabric industries that would lose profits to hemp substitutes. It is all about 
money and keeping the system chugging. That is why stories of an 8-month old child 
being cured of brain cancer from cannabis oil will never make headline news. 
The only thing we can do is work together as a community to spread these stories 
ourselves. In an age where we are more connected than ever before, it is up to us to 
control the national discussion, and take the power out of the hands of large corporations 
and biased media. Word of mouth is the most powerful tool we possess to fight this uphill 
battle against marijuana prohibition. Now is the time to take a stance and voice your 
opinion. Spread the word and #medicatesafely. 


