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February 11, 2015

Dear Governor Haley, : ‘

0% ]3

1 want to start off by introducing myself, I am Sharon Totherow, I am the Diredtor
Violence Assistance based in Greenville, SC. I started this 501©3 non-profit ﬁn
have run it myself all this time. I do not receive grants or funding (only becauﬁe
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Domestic
wer of 2007 and
not know how to

go about doing that). I help victims of domestic violence with things needed tt:n 5
100+ victims are referred to me by Safe Harbor, Safe Homes, other shelters, hdspx
officers, judges, Principals of schools, Prosecutors, attorneys, Guardian ad L1tmns
victims and other community members.
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i

I help them with the basics to start over. Fumiture, clothes, toys, food, apphaﬁce‘
repair shops can fix their cars, and much more, [ attend court hearings with thicm
with divorce filings by preparing their divorce/custody filings. .. .all this is FREE f
time because I was once a victim.

I*v

I lefl my abusive ex-husband in 2003 with $5.00 in my pocket, no car, no famlly h
teaching job at a Christian Pre-school and an almost 5 year old son. Before lehvn.
helped, only told me I was a “nagging wife” or he was a “great husband/faﬂlerkbec
and nice house”. They hid his guns inside our house when they answered 91 1i cal
at gunpoint or held knives to my throat, or raped me on a weekly basis. One dfﬁcxﬂ |
making me late for dinner”. Not once was he arrested, only send away “for 8 imumt
cool off*, At that time there was no mandatory arrest. I finally got the coumkt: O ]
middle of the night, again, with no help from police. They actually told him tb * sp

¢

over. Each year,
churches, police
nds/family of

: \
- Mmet:lmes auto

¢ helped them

L)r|th7&m. I offer my
!

a part—time

e the car so I

could not take it”. Then after 2 hours they told me I could take my son and thi : n‘ g0 someplace
but “I had to call lnm to let him know where we were at 50 he could come get ﬁhe ar”
During our 6 year custody battle, he abused me at exchanges, then started a t.‘li{glx3 smail son.

Police refused to get involved only to say “he had a right to punish our small sbn
to”. Iwent through hell! I contacted every SC law maker, Governor Sanford,
McMaster our leglslators in Wasbmgtom wrote to the Premdcnt of ﬁm United B

would go to jail. T had pictures, a Guardian ad Litem had pictures and the pohcc
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In the end, T went on my own in 2009 and filed to terminate my ex’s parental rlght
told by a dozen attorneys it wonld never happen I was determined to give my sor1
spend hundreds of howrs researching and preparing my filing. The day came in c(p
granted the termination. My son was no free from all the physical and psychulc
news, on the day my son turned 15, the officer who told him he was going to JEﬂl
actions on other cases. What a terrific present.

I wasn'’t going to let my ordeal stop me from helping other victims. 1 started viror i

even after being
ood lifesol

d I was
buse Better
mested for

with the

Greenville County Solicitor’s Office speaking at their monthly CDV meetings to

15 of abuse. In

2012, T saw the need to expand to I approached the Simpsonville, Mauldin and Fo

Dcpamncnts to get this same monthly meeting started with them. Since thﬂy’ie él:

municipalities, all three meet at the Simpsonville Police Department once a mox for
meeting. I also speak at United Way events, area churches, schools and have: jomeki
Office in being their guest speaker at a Police Officer Training. My topic was “How
better respond to a domestic violence call”. T don’t tell them they're doing their j b| W
they should do it. I simply tell them what I went through and how they might have b«
me better. And what I hear from victims on how the officer might have better helpa
nervous for this first speaking but I believe 95% of the officers were very receptive 4
talked to me afterwards. I would love to do more of these speakings to better help o
always tell them, “I realize many calls you rﬂspond to aren’t new, you've beento
times. But yvou never know when the victim is ready to leave and what you sa;‘,r lﬁﬂj}‘
point”, Tam by no means a professional speaker but speak from experience which 1

need to hear. T’'m someone who’d lived it, escaped and made a life for my soﬂ anh m

SURVIVED!

1 continue to run my organization from home 5o [ can raise my two boys as a sing{e i) :

MauM

years old). I also spend about 20-25 volunteer hours at my son’s school, JL
the school store which I've made profitable even with the government changes:
got the attention of several news stations and newspapers. I spend about 10 ﬂﬁ' those
with the Special Needs students helping them with skills they can use once they

working the school, it gives me all the free time [ need for my organization. I gxnaj'e ay
utility teailer T use for all donation p}ck—ups and deliveries. I either pick the it p
kids help me. My garage has been my “storage unit” for years.

The reason I am writing today is in regards to your Domestic Violence Task Ftbmé ’i

ever b
gﬂ.

very near and dear to my heart and I would LOVE to get involved and poss1bl}b
wonderful team fighting for a change.  You mentioned you wanted advocates
What better person than one person who was/is both? The very police departrhe

when I was going through niy divorce, the one that had the officer tell my son he
very advocate who re;pre;sented my ex-husband after I was charged with barassment o
...... is the very police department I Starﬁed thé
someﬂm]g tra_glc in my life, people who wouldn’t help me and tarned it into some
speaking to victims, offering help and a listening ear.
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I would the opportunity to talk to you about this and be welcomed to your comﬁﬁ%é 1111 helping to

make a change.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.

SO hocein~Jethe

Sharon Totherow

Director, Domestic Violence Assistance
P.O. Box 55

Mauldin, 5C 29662

§64-505-2740

Email: sharon@dvasc.org

www.dvasc.ore

Home:

49 Pleasantdale Circle
Greenville, SC 29607
864-214-1056 (home)

P.O. Box 35 Mauldin, SC 29662

864-505-2740
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