Honorable Governor Nikki Haley January 1, 2015

Last August, a drunk driver ran off the road in the middle of the night and took out two of our family
vehicles and the side of the house. The woman then proceeded to get out of her vehicle, put her dog on
a leash, and walk off down the road. This happened at my in-laws in Gaston at the corner of Beckman
and Sandy Run. (We had loaned them one of our vehicles while theirs was under repair). A Highway
Patrol Officer responded but, from then on , we could get little information from Highway Patrol. The
DUY’s vehicle, a red Mustang, was impounded along with her . " & AMNTR. But we were told
nothing was being done because the trooper was on maternity-leave. THERE’S NO CROSS-COVERAGE?

Luckily, we weren’t hurt and we had insurance but we did have extra expenses such as co-pays, and
the loss of a beloved family ‘antique’ vehicle that we had just finished restoring, and the hassle of
repairs to the house. | WANT TO SEE SOME EFFORT PUT INTO FINDING THIS PERSON AND ARRESTING
HER! She needs to be off the road! They have the vehicle with its identification information and
probably fingerprints and DNA, too. She’s going to kill somebody at the rate she’s going.

Now | am reading in the newspaper that it’s very hard to make a DUl conviction in this state. And it
seems like we are VERY short-handed on troopers if they can’t cover an officer out on leave. Then last
week | saw where they took FOUR hours to respond to a school bus accident. What's going on here?

If you will come up with some good legisiation, | will hound my Representative and Senator to pass it.

BTW, | recently spent a year out in Washington State (brother had a stroke) and had to suddenly start
driving in a ‘foreign’ place, including taking the Interstate up to Seattle several times a week, over an
hours’ drive. | was amazed at the good-sense driving that went on there. When | would ask where are
the aggressive drivers and drunks, | always got the same answer: “We don’t allow that here”. They had
visible troopers on the roads and cameras in problem areas, at the toll-booths, etc. We need to spend
some money on our law enforcement and get us off the 50" place in states for highway safety.

Elaine J. McElhaney
7239 Patricia Dr.
Columbia SC 29209

cc: MADD
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