LaAITLELL o

SOUTH CARDLINA COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
RUTLEDGE BUILDING
1420 SERATE GYAEET

CoLUMBIA, S, ¢, 220l

oy ey
HOWARD R. DODIER Decewber 16, 1975 TELEamonE

EdCCLTIvE BIHESTSR BOIFIZHR-TAOT

Dear Senator Lake:

When De. Catheart Smith and I appeared before your Committee op October 23 on
bahalf of the Commission on Higher Education, accompanisd by several other Com-
mizaion and staff members, you invited us to submit recommendations regarding
legislation affecting the Commission. It is our vnderstanding that your report
will ba drafted in the near future and any suggestions from thiz Commission
should be submitted as soon as possible. ;

The Legislative Relations Committes of the Commission mat recently to discuss a
number of possible legislative actions that would elarify the avthority and
responsihilities of the Commission. The enclosed summary reflects what I have
designated as "apparent consensus" among merbers of that Committee, 2 standing
Cormittes of the Commission. These matters have mot bzen forma liy prasented to
the Commission, although in past discussions the views of a majority of the mem-
bors have coincidad with the apparent consensus of the members of the Committes
on Legislative Relations. One item is listed (item number 7) on which there is
apparvently no consensus in the Commission on Highar Education as reflected at
the Decerber 4% meeting of the Commission.

I am sending you the enclosure with the concurrence of the Chairman of the
Commission (Dr. R. Catheart Smith) and the Chairman of the Cormission's Legisla-
tive Relations Committes (Mr. T. Emmet Walsh). I am also sending copies to

Covernor Edwards and to all members of the Commizsion on Higher Education. Me. John
g
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can he of further assistance in this or other matte
Wa will he happy to elaborate on any of the subjects cove
or to assist otherwise in any appropriate way.

Howard E. Boozer
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ce: The Honorable James B. Edwards
Mp. John Bauer
Mambers, Comission on Higher Educatien
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Motes on Possible Changes Needed in Legislation Relating to the

Duties and Responsibilities of the Commission on Higher Education

1. Apparent CoOnNSensus: The 700/1000 FTE enrollment provision for expanding
a regional campus of the University of South Carclina from two-year o
four-year status should be revoked (Section 21-704.12,5.C. Code, per-
taining to State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education). Under
. this provision two-year branches at Comway, Spartanburg, and Aiken have
hecome senior colleges after envolling 1,000 full-time equivalent (FTE)
studentz, subject only to approval by the USC Board of Trustees.

2. Apparent consensus: Sections 18, 19, and 20, Appropriaticns Act for
1975-76, appropriate funds for USC regional eampuses at Conway, Spartanburg,
and Aiken but also inslude & provision which removes the Commission's
authority teo approve third- and fourth-year programs at those institutions.
This provision should be excluded from future Appropriations Acts.

3. Mhpparent consensus: There should be a atatutory requirement for sub-
Tmission of capital improvement requests by public senior colleges and
universities to the Commission for its recommendations and forwarding to
the Budget and Control Board {dizcussion of this has not related to
institutions under the State Eoard for Technieal and Comprehensive Edu-
cation}. This statutory requirement would replace an existing informal
agreement between the Budget and Control Board and the Commission.

4. Apparent consensus: The Commizssion should have statutory autherity te
terminate existing programs which arve determined to be unnecessary.
Gection 22-15.9, S$.0. Code mandates that no new program shall be under-
taken by any State-supported institution of higher learning without the
approval of the Commissicon or the General Assembly. The Commission has a
Statewide perspective including consideration of propgrams offered by
private instituticns. Authority to terminate programs will facilitate
eliminating unnecessary duplication.

5. Apparent consensus: A statute makes the Budget and Control Board respon-
sible for administering the 5.C. Defense Scholarship Fund which provides
the State funds required to participate in gertain federal student loan
programs. The statute does not authorize delepation of responsibility,
but the Commissicon aetually administers the Defense Secholarship Fund and
the required State funds are included in the Commission's appropriation.
This should be clarified by statute.

6. Apparent CoOnSensus: The Commission's annual appropriation includes funds
. for a grant of up to $500 for students attending out-of-State institutions
in fields of study not offered in §.C. public institutions. Ho other
authority for the program axists. It should be authorized through permanent
legislation.

7. No consensus: There has been discussion of the structura of the membership
oF the Commissicn, the role and voting rights of ex officio meémbers, etc.
There is no general agreement about any changes that should be made. A
motion was made and seconded at the December 4 meeting of the Commission
that it recommend amending the law so as to prohibit ex officic members from
voting. & substitute motion was approved to the effect that the Commission
should take nge action on the motion concerning whe shall or shall not vote.
{See related newspaper clipping, attached. )




