
From: Pitts, Ted <TedPitts@gov.sc.gov>
To: Soura, Christian <ChristianSoura@gov.sc.gov>

Date: 4/14/2014 8:26:41 AM
Subject: FW: response to your plea for money

 
 
From: Priester, Nicole 

Sent: Saturday, April 12, 2014 5:13 PM

To: Pitts, Ted; Haltiwanger, Katherine

Subject: Fwd: response to your plea for money
 
I thought you both may want to see this. I regretted for the scheduling request for Monday night, but the tray is 
out of my league. 
 
Nicole 


Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Paton Blough <paton@rehinge.com>

Date: April 11, 2014 at 4:07:35 PM EDT

To: Nikki Haley <grassroots@nikkihaley.com>, Haley <governor@govoepp.state.sc.us>

Cc: Nicole Priester Haley Aide <NicolePriester@gov.sc.gov>, "Jamal Smith Haley Aide" 
<jasmith@oepp.sc.gov>

Subject: response to your plea for money

 
 
 

Dear Governor Haley,

This is a response to why I cannot continue to financially support you.   


I have supported you financially and through other means such as letters to the editor since you 
have been in office but I am finding I can no longer do so.   Your response to the mental health 
crisis in this state has been deplorable.   I know you have replaced some of the money back to John 
Magill and the DMH budget but we are still 40 million below 2007 levels. 


I just found out last night that you verbally supported Gateway House in Greenville and spoke at an 
event there only to pull the line item funding from the budget.  Worse yet you will not respond to 
the Gateway people who think mental health is so important.  


 I got over 400 signatures including a dozen lawmakers asking you to not appeal Judge Baxley's 
ruling having to do with the unconstitutional treatment of the severely mentally ill behind bars and 
hand delivered the letter with ink signatures to your personal aid Jamal Smith 3 months ago and 
still have not received a promised response.  I walked into that meeting with the Executive Director 
of NAMI SC  Bill Lindsey and the Chairman of the Board Dr. James Hayes. Do you intend to 
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answer this letter as Jamal promised you would?


Here it is again incase you missed it somehow.  I will put the list of signers at the bottom.   Your 
rival Senator Vincent Sheheen has also signed this recently.


http://rehinge.com/sc-mental-health-reform-petition/

Are you not aware of how bad the crisis is and how desperately we need leadership for reform? We 
have gone from over 600,000 hospital beds in this country down to 40,000 while growing a 
mentally ill inmate population of 1.2 million.  223,000 of whom are veterans who served our 
country and now suffer with PTSD.   The lack of care and understanding happened to be 
highlighted again last week at Fort Hood.   


We also lose over 100 souls a day to suicide that is a symptom of the mental illness they suffer 
with.  22 of those are once again veterans who have served our country.  


In our state we have gone from 3,500 hospital beds down to 400 while our population has doubled 
and find ourselves with the interesting number of 3,500 severely mentally ill behind bars in the 
DOC.  This does not count how many we have in our local and county jails.     The largest  mental 
health facility's now in the USA  are the LA County Jail, Cook County Jail in Illinois and Rikers 
Island in New York.   At least those states have better facilities in their jails.  


I have put out a legislative proposal that I would still love and be willing to get your help on.

Here it is: 

http://rehinge.com/rehinge-proposes-mental-health-reform-bill-for-sc-prisons/

Please consider being a leader in SC on these issues and get behind some of these ideas.  It will 
help avoid the crazy expensive cost of doing nothing and help our state avoid black eyes like the 
one mentioned again this morning in the front page of the 

Greenville News:

http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/politics/2014/04/10/sc-ranks-near-bottom-treatment-
mentally-inmates/7547089/

You are welcome to use this quote from me.  "It is a sound conservative principal both morally and 
fiscally to deal with our current mental health crisis upfront.  A dollar properly spent on mental 
health will save more than 5 dollars down the road."


The most traction with law makers is the idea of expanding Mental Health Court.  I am days away 
from introducing legislation with a State Senator that will get this ball moving.  I also recently 
heard that Chief Justice Toal mentioned these type of court programs 2 days ago in her address to 
the General Assembly.  The Ohio State bar states "A recent study estimates that mentally ill 
offenders will use $40,000 of services annually as they cycle in and out of institutions. A specialty 
court uses existing services and adds intensive case management at an additional cost of only 
several thousand dollars a year."


I am going to give a presentation monday night at our local upstate legislative delegation meeting 
to try and get bipartisan support for reform and specifically for Mental Health Court.   You are 
welcome to attend and watch the power point plea I will deliver.     


Here is a youtube video as well from a speech I gave from the State House steps a few weeks ago 
with your appointment Tony Keck in the background.   http://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=pgGonO81gHg
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This brings me to another point.  Why are you fighting against medicaid expansion so much.  Do 
you not realize you are actually fighting against help for people without jobs, pregnant single 
moms, and the mentally ill who desperately need these services?


If you are against help from the federal government so much why not at least be consistent.  You 
recently have asked for and are slated to receive well over 100 million dollars in FEMA funds to 
help pick up ice storm debris in our State.  I see this as extremely hypocritical.  You gave some of 
the work to Randy Perkins the owner of Ashbritt Environmental who is close to a billionaire from 
Florida.  I do guess that you realize that he has supported the Republican Governors Association to 
the tune of over 600,000 dollars over the past few years.  The RGA is now supporting you to the 
tune of 200,000 in an ad campaign for your re-election. 


Please tell me if I am wrong in stating that "Federal funds are being recycled through FEMA to 
support Governor Haley's re-election campaign while at the same time she is actively stopping 
federal funds from helping over 300,00 of our poorest and most vulnerable populations.   


I truly believe that you have a ton of power Governor Haley and I would love to see you forget 
about national politics and use that power to reform our mental health crisis in our great state of 
South Carolina.   You might be surprised how many votes it will get you when one in 4 adults have 
suffered with a mental illness in the last 12 months.   


I am aware that parts of this letter are a little edgy but I promise I am only speaking from deep 
within my soul and I would love to salvage our relationship for the greater good of our state and 
eventually our nation!

 
   Please feel free to call me any time on my cell  864-444-4409


Paton Blough

Mental Health Advocate
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On Apr 10, 2014, at 9:21 AM, "Governor Nikki Haley" <grassroots@nikkihaley.com> wrote:


Paton, 

The Democrats are getting desperate. Between the crippling failures of Obamacare and 
burdensome pro-union regulations, their misguided policies have failed the American people. They 
know that they can’t run on their record alone and that’s why they are pulling out all the stops to 
flood proud, Conservative states like South Carolina with their special interest money.


Our campaign has looked at the numbers and it’s clear that they’re planning to pour millions of 
dollars into our airways to spread their liberal lies from now until November. They’re already 
running blatantly false ads and we can’t let this continue. That’s why I’m asking you to help me 
fight back.
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We have a goal to raise $150,000 by the end of this month to go up against the special interest 
money already flowing into South Carolina. Can I count on you to help?


We’ve started this month strong but we still need to raise $120,000 over the next 21 days. Please 
click here to donate $20 to help us reach our goal.


If we raise $150,000 this month, we’ll be able to defend South Carolina from this onslaught. But 
I’m going to need your help to get there!


My very best,


Nikki
 
 

Name Occupation or Organization
Tommy Stinger SC State House
Tom Corbin SC Senate
Buddy Weir Advocate
Bill Lindsey SC State NAMI Executive Director
Alexandra Motley NAMI
Alan Smith arsmith5573@yahoo.com
Alias Spears Respect For Life
Alisa Bridger NAMI Greenville
Alison Edwards NAMI Greenville
Allen Kent Chemist
Allison Day NAMI
Allison Tillinghost NAMI
Alvena Chapman Upstate Coalition for People…
Amanda Braswell
Amanda Medlock
Amanda Merritt
Amy Honeycutt
Amy Ryberg Doyle City Council
Andrew Weines NAMI
Angelina Spearman Home Mom
Anita Pacylowski
Ann Stewart NAMI
Anna Featherston Fabulous You
Anne Bentz
Anne H. Farrar Community Volunteer, Past President of MHA
Anne-Marie Miller
Annie Andrews Charleston County Public Defender
Ashley Blough BJU Student
Ashley Cheek
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Barbara Cunningham NAMI
Barry Finkelstein barryfinkelstein@yahoo.com
Ben Colbertson Lee & Associates
Ben Lance NAMI
Ben Lance
Beth Sicignano
Beverly Cardwell Mental Health Commission
Bill Lutz maxxxx6us@yahoo.com
Blake Klaich
Bob Dill Times Examiner
Bob Taylor Greenville County Council
Bonnie Marbert
Bradley Franks
Brandon Walters
Brantley Gentry
Brenda Barnes
Brent Alexander
Brian Shealey Retired DMH
Brock Bauknight NAMI
Brook Andrews
Brooks Brackett
Bruce Countryman Ahern Rentals
Carolyn Booker NAMI
Carolyn Lance NAMI
Casey Bagwell
Catherine Stewart NAMI Greenville
Cathey Rodgers Spartanburg Mental Health Workgroup
Cathy Dodson Self Employeed
Cecil Wyche
Celeste Avery NAMI
Chad Ly Lindsey Property Management
Cheryl Brannan NAMI AOP
Cheryl Genoble Retired
Chris Collogan
Christina Everett
Christopher Pryor
Claire Sellers NAMI
Cody Fields
Colleen Michael
Corey Groce
Cory Burkarth
Courtney Ray Mitchell Inmate Detention Center
Cynthia Geries Retired Educator
Dan Hamilton SC Itonse
Dana Jones
Daniel O'Brien IT professional
Daniel Roberts
Daniela Lynn NAMI
Daniela Lynn NAMI
Danielle LaTourette
Dave Cardwell NAMI
David Berry
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David Burleson
David Ledbetter
David Pulton Commerce Club
David Turnipseed
Dayton Males NAMI of Beaufort County
Debbie Obarr
Debby Plumblee
Debra Bruton Real Estate
Delores Lewis NAMI
Delores Stansell Taylors First Baptist Church
Denise Stenwall Dick James Law Firm
Dianne Cahill
Dick James Dick James Law Firm
Donald Smith
Donna Williams SC State House
Dorothy Lewis lewisdh@yahoo.com
Drew Harkins Redhype
Edward Manley
Elaine Goodman NAMI Greenville
Elaine Hester Mental Health Advocate
Elaine Richardson
Eleacia Padilla
Elisabeth Wilson NAMI Supporter
Elizabeth Carver
Elizabeth King NAMI
Elizabeth Obrien Non-profit Director
Elizabeth Scott NAMI Greenville
Elizabeth Scott NAMI
Elizabeth Wiygul Elizabeth P. Wiygul, Attorney
Elizabeth Zaccone
Ellen Coia
Eric Mostrom
Eric Wood Another Voice with Eric…
Erica Jackson
Erika Partyka
Erin Dando Self
Eva Tollison
Fearn Gupton
Flemming Mattox NAMI
Fletcher Mann NAMI Greenville
Foster James
Fran Williams
Frances Wilson NAMI
Garland Mattox NAMI
Gary Barbane Jack Simpson
Gena Plumley
George Melanis
Ginny Rexroad
Glenda Hayes Student
Greg NAMI
Greg Askew Self Employeed
Greg Schlangen
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Hannah Humanchuk NAMI
Haro Setian The Haro Group of Keller Williams
Heather Chrispell
Hernan Justo
Hope McAlister Ceo, Ast
Hudson Blough American Tree & Land Co Inc.
Hunter League Waiter
Isabel Brown
Jacob Mann Real Estate
James Bucks
James Clinkscales
James Moore McLeod Law Group
James Oswald
James W. Hayes, MD NAMI SC
Jamie Fann Pinnacle Services
Jan Stenhouse SC Teacher
Jana Heroman
Jane Morgan Extra Hands
Jane Smoak
Janet Aguilar
Janet Kent
Janet Morgan Rehinge
Janey Kingsmore NAMI
Janice Williams NAMI
Jason Farr Actor / Comedian
Jason Hitosman Manager
Jeanette Alston
Jeanne Henderson NAMI Greenville
Jeni Testa
Jennel Ward
Jennifer Davis NAMI
Jennifer Deaton Student
Jennifer Rozic
Jennifer Small
Jeremy Washington Redhype
Jil Littlejohn City Council
Jill Mann
Jimmie Hughes
Jimmy Williams
Joanne Williams Columbia Society of Friends…
Joe Erwin
Joel Marsi Citizen
Joey Gaskin
John Bloomquist NAMI Greenville
John Comeau NAMI Greenville
John Gafgen Retired Department of Development Disabilities, NJ
John Ruoff
John Showalter Retired
Jolene Ott Fight for the Helpless
Jon Blair
Jon de Bearn
Joseph B. Dill County



Joseph Schillizzi
Joyce Hawkins NAMI
Joyce Hawkins
Judi Gregory
Judi Phillips Mental Health Counselor
Kacie Reed
Karen Joseph
Kassandra DeFranco Retired
Katelyn Soto
Kathleen Dewey NAMI
Kathleen Stevens
Kathy Intile
Kathy Kima NAMI
Katie Benniger
Kaye Martell
Keith Grounsell
Kelly Barnes
Kelly Troyer
Ken Bonerigo
Keyna Sullivan Assistant Living
Khurram Merza Manager
Kim Greig
Kim Hackenberg R&F
Kirk Shelley NAMI
Kristinna Vibbs No Name Sk8
L. Kenneth Dority, Jr. Activist
Laran Krautler NAMI
Larry Kendall NAMI Greenville
Laura Grouch Community Advocate
Laura Usher
Lauren Honig NAMI
Lauren Tahash Court Improvement Program…
Laurie Rovin Pendleton Place for Children…
Lee T. Graham
Leigh Green
Leonard Farhab
Leslie Ann Parrish AANP
Leslie Burnett
Liana Whyte Self Employed
Lily Cooper
Linda Terry
Lindsey Hayes Redhype
Lisa Bateman
Lisa Blackstone artlisb@charter.net
Lisa Nielsen
Lisa Unkauf
Lonnie Perkins
Lori Johnson
Lu Ann Plemmons
Lucille Herwald
Luther Hendrix
Lyle Jacks Pediatric TEAM Center
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Lynda Fredsell NAMI Greenville
M Anderson
Madelyn Burdick
Marc Wilson
Marie Dawson NAMI
Marie Dunn-Blough Redhype
Marie Hughes
Mario Zaccone
Mark Johnston
Mark Travaglini NAMI
Marlene Blough
Marlene Merck Commercial Artist (Retired)
Mary Hipp Accountant
Mary Western
Maryann Weidenbener
Matt Foster NAMI
Matt Smelter Citizen
Mattie Cobb littlemissrodeo07@gmail.com
Mercedes Bartow Consultant
Mercedes McClain mercedes@groundindustries.com
Michael Billings
Michael Edwards Edwards Builders
Michael Hawkins NAMI
Michael Smith
Mika Hearn Redhype
Mike Burns Citizen
Mike Hackenberg
Missy Latham
Mona Simmons
Monique Al-Rawi Self Employeed
Nancy Blough President Blough's Contracting Services, Inc.
Naomi Adams Yatruth Bearers
Natasha Lyles
Nate Corley Frodo's Pizza Business Owner
Nelson Fredsell NAMI Greenville
Nilly Barr Associates at Park Avenue
Noble Blough
Norma Van Amberg NAMI of Beaufort County
Norman Kuras
Pam Billings NAMI Greenville
Pam Shirley NAMI
Pat Hall Business Executive
Patrica Robinson Server
Patricia Thomas Greenville Health System
Patrick Byars
Paul Handford NAMI
Paul Ringenserg
Paula Forbes NAMI Greenville
Pauline Jarrard Accountant
Peter DeSisto
Peter Kucera Citizen
Phil Kearns NAMI
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Pid Waly NAMI
Pyeton Lewis
R Baln Self
Rachael Warden
Rachel Hemingway NAMI
Rachel Kirk NAMI
Raju Gavurla NAMI Greenville
Ralph Memmen
Randall Booker
Randy Coleman
Reggie Rowell Chaplain
Richard Willis Bowman and Brooke
Rick Henderson
Rob McCachren SC State House
Rober A. Kirk NAMI
Robin Smith
Ron Rallis Self
Ronald Blough Pastor/Missionary
Ronda Burnside
Russ Anderson Mental Health Advocate
Sam Batson Citizen
Samantha Loftis
Sandra Kirk NAMI Greenville
Sandra Ledbetter sandradavid5931@att.net
Sandy Gaughan Redhype
Sandy Patrick
Sarah Locke Ceo
Scottie Czirsky
Shannon Underwood Self Employeed
Shaun Dennison
Shay Pharmacist
Shelly Hamilton Majesty Music
Shery Dodd
Shoray Kirk National Board of Certified….
Sonya Goldenstar terrygoldenstar@att.net
Stella Ramsey NAMI
Stephanie Dawson
Stephanie Martin
Stephanie Noms Waitress
Steve Harkins
Steve Stewart Self Employeed
Steve Sumner Steve Sumner Law Firm
Steven Calhoun
Steven Heller
Sue McConnell NAMI
Susan Meixner
Susan Reynolds alleycatq@aol.com
Tanner Quattlebaum NAMI
Tara Nalley
Tasha Burke
Taylor Blough ER
Tazia Stagg Preventive Medicine of Tampa….
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Teri Volpe NAMI Member
Timothy Markham Holy Smokes
TJ Rumler Project Care
Tom Marlowe tom@keywestboats.com
Tommy Steveson
Traci Barr NAMI
Traci Trouton-Burr NAMI
Travis Poole Medical University of SC
Valerie Blough Waitress
Vanessa Comeau Server
Vicki Berryhill
Vickie Arrowood
Vicky Daniels
Virginia Cooper Lake Psychological
Walter Dotherow sawadoth@bellsouth.net
Wanda Human
Wendy Lee
Wendy Nanney Server
Wesley Fredsell
Whitney Rollins
Will Evans
William Blackburn
William Byars Greenville Health System
William Hartzell CPA
William Provenzano
Ylva Byars
Yvonne Gunther Cook
Zermah Dawes NAMI

Paton Blough
Mental Health Advocate
864-444-4409
www.rehinge.com
www.fightstigma.com
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