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January 27,2016 - Revised

To: Ms. Sarah AnneHugbes, Reporter
Washington City Paper
Editoruvwashingtoncitvpaper.com

Re: ' ...Crackdown on D.C. Homeless Encampments Continues ... ',
See City Paper issue of 1/15/16

Your report on D.C. Government and some non-profit Agencies' efforts to assist the Homeless clearly

overlooks the root causes ofHomelessness in the District.

As Irecall, the Homeless in the 1970's were hardly noticeable in the big cities, albeit, New York had its

Bowery and some few winos sleeping at Crotona Park in the Bronx. But the picture is substantially different today

where it's not unusual to see whole families in Homeless Shelters, especially in New York and D.C.

As usual the politicians and the media blame gentrification, alcoholism, the mentally ill, and individuals

down on their luck for the increase in this social phenomena.

I,however, think the root cause of the current explosion in the Homeless population has been a function of

the broken American Judicial System which is very hostile to Black males. This is shown in the Public Record

that most of the Defendants convicted under President Bill Clinton's Anti-crack Statutes were Black males who

were given lengthy sentences out of proportion to the alleged crimes committed. Most of these Ex-offenders now

constitute a large portion of the Homeless in major American cities. Indeed, many of them cannot get well-paying

jobs or even rent an apartment in a decent neighborhood because of their criminal record, and many likely end up

in Homeless Shelters, encampments and on the sidewalk.

Thus, this trend has reinforced the absence of the father from the ~verage Black household and this mainly

explains the increasingly growing numbers of Black households headed by single women. It also explains in part

the overall decline in the quality of inner cities' schools even though the teachers' unions, Bill Gates and his

Foundation, and Facebook CEO, Mark Zuckerberg still preach that ifeach public school teacher is paid $100,000

or more, all will be fine with the kids. But this will not happenunless we undertake a deep reform of the broken

American Judicial System.
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sold even Girl Scout cookies on the street. So one cannot count on that Agency to alleviate the high rate of

unemployment in the Inner City where most of the Ex-offenders and other Homeless individuals could be found

with aggressive Pan Handlers.

Unbelievably, The Washington Post and The New York Times have turned a blind eye President Obama's

social programs' lapses and they have also given him a free pass on his disastrous Middle East Policies.

However, it's not too late for Obama to make amends by distribution of the $100+ Billion to the various

states to build affordable housing according to each state's need. The $100 Billion represents fmes his former

Attorney General Eric Holder was able to extract from the 14 largest fmancial institutions for their contribution to

the collapse of the subprime mortgage market. For a hypothetical example, if each state and D.C. is arbitrarily

apportioned $2 Billion, it's estimated D.C. can underwrite about 7000 affordable housing units that can benefit

lower and middle income residents and the Homeless. There is no doubt that the average middle income person

cannot afford to live in D.C. ten years from now. See the front page, "The Beacon" newspaper for Seniors dated

January 2016.

Now, having been made aware of the short comings in our current patchwork that has failed to cure such

social ills, we shouldn't foolishly ignore the alternative plan that seeks to combat more effectively Homelessness at

its roots, as illustrated above.

Respectfully Submitted by
David Kissi
325 Pennsylvania Ave SE
Washington, DC 20003
Office: 202-675-6365

1),0~
cc:
D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, City Hall, Washington, D.C., eom@dc.gov
D.C. Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services, Brenda Donald, 1350Penn. Ave NW, # 223, D.C. 20004
D.C. Superior Court Judge Mike McCarthy, 500 Indiana Ave NW, Washington, D.C. 20001
NYC First Lady Chirlane McCray, 181E. End Ave, NY, NY 10128
Baltimore Mayor Stepanie Rawlings-Blake, 250 City Hall, Baltimore, MD 21201
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, 100 State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401
Secretary Julian Castro, HUD, 451 'J'h St SW, Washington, DC 20410
Arthur O. Sulzberger, Jr., Publisher, The NY Times, 620 Eighth Ave, 6th fl.,New York, NY 10018
Lionel Barber, Editor, Financial Times of London, letters.editor@ft.com
The Editor, The WSJ, 1211Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036,wsj.ltrs@wsj.com
JeffBezos, Owner of the Washington Post, 1150 15thSt, Washington, D.C. 20071
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