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Dear Subscriber:

As a subscriber to Bifocal, e-Journal of the ABA Commission on Law and Aging, you are being sent this sneak peek of an article from 
the April 2016 issue.

Sneak Peek

Evaluating the Capacity to Drive

By Erica F. Wood

In the classic 1985 science fiction fantasy movie Cocoon, a group of residents from a retirement home are rejuvenated as they swim in 
a fountain of youth pool charged with special life force by aliens. As they feel their youthful energy and clear vision returning, a 
memorable scene shows one of the retirees gleefully ripping off the cover on his neglected car, getting behind the wheel, and zooming 
off. That is likely the wish of many older adults who have given up the keys. But, short of alien intervention, to drive they must have the 
requisite "capacity." What is this illusive concept of "capacity to drive"? What are its components and how is it assessed?

CLE and Events

Panel and speaker proposals are currently being reviewed for the 2016 National Aging and Law Conference! Stay in the loop on the
planning for the 2016 Conference by visiting its website: www.ambar.org/NALC or following the its twitter account: @NtlAgingLawConf.

To subscribe to Bifocal or to submit news items or a manuscript for consideration, contact editor Andrea Amato.

Bifocal is distributed six times a year to state and regional elder bar section and committee officers and members, legal services
providers, elder law and other private practitioners, judges, court staff, advocates, policymakers, law schools and elder law clinics, law 
libraries, and to other professionals in the law and aging networks.

The mission of the ABA Commission on Law and Aging is to strengthen and secure the legal rights, dignity, autonomy, quality of life, 
and quality of care of elders. It carries out this mission through research, policy development, technical assistance, advocacy, 
education, and training on a wide range of law-related issues, including: legal services to older persons; health and long-term care; 
housing; professional ethical issues; Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and other public benefit programs; guardianship; elder 
abuse; health care decision-making; pain management and end-of-life care; dispute resolution; and court-related needs of older 
persons.
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