
Soonyoucan drive
golfcarts atnight
S.C.Gov.NikkiHaleysigns
billallowing properly
equippedgolfcartstobe
drivenafter dark
.......................................................

Blufftontownleaders
havelong supported
measure,arguingit could
helpeaseOldTown
parking woes
.......................................................

Beaufort Countyand
municipalitiesmustnow
developruleswherecarts
canbe drivenatnight
.......................................................

BY LUCASHIGH
lhigh@islandpacket.com

Withsummer right
around the corner,it's the
perfect timetocruise
around town inagolf cart.
Now,thanks tothe

passage of abill
co­sponsored by S.C.Rep.
Bill Herbkersman of
Bluffton,the fundoesn't
have tostop when thesun
goes down.
Lastweek Gov. Nikki

Haley signed intolaw a
measure that allowsgolf
cart driverstouse local
roadsat night so longas
localmunicipalities are
on­board andthe cartis
equipped with frontand
rear lights.
A similarproposal failed

inthe Senatelast legisla­
tive session.
Herbkersman saiddur­

ingarecent meeting of
BeaufortCounty's Legisla­
tive Delegation that the
measure, which allows
cart driving onsecondary
roadswith speed limits35
mphor less,was devel­

oped request oflocal mu­
nicipalities.
Bluffton town leaders

have long supported giv­
ingmore leewaytogolf
cart drivers, arguingthat
morecart usage will help
reduce trafficand parking
problems inareassuch as
Old Town.
"In general, (expanded

opportunities for golfcart
drivers)is somethingthat
we have alwayswanted,"
Bluffton mayorLisa Sulka
saidlast week. "I'mjust
thrilled."
InOld Town, visitors

"comeby golf cartduring
the day,thenby carat
night," shesaid."Giving
people theopportunity to
get around town at night
ongolf carts shoulddefi­
nitely helpwith some of
the parkingissues."
Before cartdrivers can

start legallycruising at
night, BeaufortCounty
officials must "begin the
process of communicating

with the municipalities
about designating byordi­
nance which areaswould
beallowedfor driving golf
carts at night,"S.C. Rep.
WestonNewton, aco­
sponsorof the bill,said
last week.
While nodate hasbeen

set for thecounty and
municipalities toset spe­
cific parameters for cart
driving, Herbkersmansaid
hetrusts that "no oneis
going tobedragging their
feet onthis."
Beaufort Countyat­

torney Tom Keaveny said
that heexpects theCounty
Council totakeup the
issue inthe next month or
two.
Local golfcart retailers

aren't waiting around ­
they'repreparing for a
rush of customers who
wanttheir carts tricked
out withlightsand other
features.
"We have alreadyor­

dered alotof light kits just

tokeep instock," said
Damian Gourlay, owner of
Three D Golf Car inBluff­
ton.
He saidhe's heard other

cart sellers arefollowing
suit.
Gourlay echoedSulka's

sentiment regarding cart
usage as apotentialsolu­
tion for OldTown parking
woes.
"Ourparking situation

SEEGOLFCARTS,3BP

QUOTE OFTHE WEEK

''IT'SHARDTOFINDPLACESTOHUNT.
Michael Perry,Palmetto
Bluff Shooting Club
director
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GOLF CARTS
is crazy.If youhave a golf
cart youcanget inand out
(ofthe historic district)
easily,and you'renot
taking upasmuch space

when youpark," hesaid.
"Ireally feel like(state

lawmakers) heard us and
helpedus out," hesaid.
"People have always been

driving (carts)at night. Its
going tobegood tobe
abletodo it withoutwor­
rying about breaking the

law."

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas

Staff file photo

Bob Sutterof Lowcountry GolfCarsshowsoffanE­Z­GOgolfcartequippedwithheadlightsathisOkatie dealership.
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DELAYNAEARLEY dearley@islandpacket.com

Agolfcartsitsparked alongCalhounStreet onJune8in
OldTown Bluffton.
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Legislators uphold
less than$200K of
Haley's budget vetoes
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

SouthCarolina law­
makers onWednesday
restored most of themoney
struck byGov. Nikki Ha­
ley's budgetvetoes, though
they agreed with her on
nixing astudy about mov­
ing theConfederate Relic
Room andMilitary Mu­
seum toCharleston.
The Republican governor

vetoed $41 million worth of
spending last weekfrom
the $7.5billion state spend­
ing planthat takes effect
July 1. The Legislature
sustained adozen of her
line­item vetoes during
Wednesday's special, one­
day session.But mostof
those struck mandates, not
money.
For example, legislators

agreed toeliminate aclause
directing howgrass should
bemowed atwelcome
centers.
They upheld vetoes strik­

ing$100,000 foraswim­
ming poolinRichland
County and$75,000 tothe
Human Affairs Commis­
sionfor community rela­
tions councils.They re­
stored funding for various
museums, parks andhistor­
ical sites.

Legislators put theRelic
Room study in the budget
instead ofspending any
money todisplaythe Con­
federate flagthat was re­
movedfrom Statehouse
grounds andsentto the
Columbia museum last
summer following the
massacre at Emanuel AME
Church.
Housebudget writers,

who balkedat aproposed
$3.6million price tagfor
the flagdisplay andmu­
seum expansion,argued
the Confederate Relic
Room's current, "hidden"
location doesn't attract
enough visitors.
Thebudget clausehad

required an analysis of
available museum space in
Charleston and, ifsufficient
spaceexists, a cost estimate
for moving theRelic
Room's collections there. A
report wasdue byJanuary,
when the nextlegislative
session begins.
Inherveto message,

Haley arguedthe study was
a"veiled attemptto justify"
combining theRelic Room
andthe Confederate sub­
marine H.L. Hunley. Haley
called it nothing morethan
alegislative petproject.
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Legislaturesending
2ethicsbills to Haley
...................................................................................................................

Measuresinvolvereportingincome andindependent
investigations intocomplaints
...................................................................................................................

Lawmakerssaybillsarenot perfect,buttheyareastep
forward
...................................................................................................................

BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Legislators gavefinal
approval lateWednesday
tobills onofficerholder
incomedisclosure and
legislative investigations,
sendingGov. Nikki Haley
the twoethicsbills she
wanted.
The measures require

all officeholderstoreport
their privatesources of
incomeand mandate that
complaintsagainst South
Carolina's legislators be
independently investigat­
ed.
The measures hadap­

peareddead ­yet again.
Butlegislators didn't want
togo home afourth con­
secutive year without
passing changesthey've
repeatedly called atop
priority.
Legislators inboth

chamberssaidthe bills are
far fromperfect,but
they'reprogress.
"It'sreally as much

reform aswe canget out
of thisLegislature, outof
four years of tryingand
trying again," saidSen.
Chip Campsen, R­Isleof
Palms.

Haley hasinsisted that
independent investiga­
tions andincome dis­
closure bepart ofethics
reform sincethe House
Ethics Committee cleared
her ofallegations in2012
that shelobbied for em­
ployers whileinthe
House. Agreeingwith her
former colleaguesthat the
state's ethicslaws aretoo
vague,she haspushed
ever sincetostrengthen
andclarify them.
Legislation has repeat­

edly stalled intheSenate.

Butthe Senatepassed
both unanimously
Wednesday after theone
senator ousted byHaley's
campaigns tounseat sev­
eral long­time Republican
incumbents asked his
colleagues todisregard the
politicsand pass the bills.
Senators gaveGOP Wes
Hayes of RockHill two
standing ovations inhis
farewell speech.
"You dowhat youthink

is right andlet the chips

SEEETHICS,4A
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SCjustices to decide prosecutor
dispute in corruptioncase
South Carolina's highest courtis now considering
whether a prosecutor other than theattorney general can
open a stategrandjury investigation.

For an hour Thursday, thestate Supreme Court heard
arguments fromSolicitorDavid Pascoe andan attorney
representingAttorney General Alan Wilson. Pascoe is
suingWilson, saying Pascoe hadthe authority to open a
stategrandjury probe intolegislative corruptionbecause
Wilson hadturned thecase overto himbecause ofa
possible conflict.

Wilson saysstate law allowsonly himtostartagrand jury
investigationand Pascoe overstepped hisauthority and
taintedthe case by leaking information toreporters.
Wilson pickedPascoe tohandlethe investigationinto
former HouseSpeaker Bobby Harrell,buttheir working
relationshiphas becomeapublicfeud.
...................................................................................................................

ETHICS
FROMPAGE3A
fall,"saidHayes, first
elected tothe Housein
1984 andthe Senatein
1991. "Weneed todo
what'sright. Pass ethics
reform."
Hayes,who haslong

supported the ethics
changesHaley's pushed,
losthis primary Tuesday
toachallengershe
backed. Other incumbents
survived Haley'sopposi­
tion.

"Yourexample hasbeen
good forall ofus," Sen.
Gerald Malloy,D­Harts­
ville,saidof Hayes,who
asked hiscolleagues to
welcome hisopponent.
Currently, Houseand

Senateethics committees
oversee campaignfinance
filingsand handlecom­
plaints againsttheir col­
leagues,while the State
Ethics Commission over­
sees allotherpublic offi­
cials.Critics, including
Haley,equate the arrange­
ment to"thefox guarding
the henhouse."
The legislation would

revampthe StateEthics
Commission ­whose
members willbeappoint­
ed bythe governor and
legislators ­andexpand
its duties tolegislators.
The commissionwould
decide whether alegisla­
torlikely violated thelaw.
However, Houseand Sen­
ate ethicspanels would
stillget the final sayover
their members.
"This willbegin tore­

storethe public's trust,"
saidHouse Speaker Pro
Tem TommyPope, the
initial bill'ssponsor. "I
thinkwhen citizens see

the systemwork, it will
restore confidence."
The otherbillrequires

all electedand appointed
officialstoreport the
sources of incomefiled on
their incometaxreturns ­
but not howmuch they
are paid.They must also
report incomesources of
their spouses anddepend­
entchildren.
Currently, officeholders

must report onlypublic
incomesources, suchas
legislative pay, ontheir
annual "statement of
economic interest." That
requirement will continue.
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STATE PRIMARIES

San ford easily wins
re­election bid
Incumbent Republican
holds off primary
challenge from Home

Mulvaney nominated for
4th term in 5th
Congressional District
Leather man survives
challenge from
I ­aJey­backed Skipper

Associated Press

Incumbent Republican
Mark Sanford was easily
nominated again in the 1st
Congressional District,
turning back a primary
challenge from state Rep.
Jenny Home of Summer­
ville.
With about 90 percent

of precincts reporting
Tuesday, Sanford had
more than 55 percent of
the vote.
Sanford regained the

seat in the district on the
state's south coast which

he held in the 1990s in a
special election three
years ago.
Home drew national

attention a year ago when
she gave an impassioned

speech
calling for
the removal
of the Con_
federate
flag on the
Statehouse
grounds in
;Columbia.

Lawmakers lowered the
flag after the slayings at
Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston. Friday is the
anniversary of the killings.
Sanford will be heavily

favored in the strongly
Republican district against
a Democrat and two third­
party candidates in No­
vember.
In other South Carolina

election news:
Incumbent Repub­

lican U.S. Rep. Mick Mul­

vaney was nominated for
a fourth term in South
Carolina's 5th Congres­
sional District.
In Tuesday's voting,

Mulvaney easily turned
back a primary challenge
from Ray Craig of Lake
Wylie in the district that
runs along the North Car­
olina state line in the mid­
die of the state.
With just over 40 per­

SEE STATE, 4A

STATE
FROMPAGE3A
cent of precinctsreport­
ing, Mulvaneyhad almost
80percent ofthe vote in
his race againstCraig,
who doesministerialand

nonprofit work.
Mulvaney faces Demo­

crat FranPerson anda
third partycandidate in
November.
A South Carolina's most

powerful lawmaker has

survived Gov. NikkiHa­
ley'sattempt tounseat
him.

Sanford

SenatePresident Pro
Tem HughLeatherman
defeated twochallengers
inTuesday's Republican

primary. He received
more than54percent of
vote inthe three­way race.
Haley's candidate,Flo­

rence CountyGOP Chair­
man RichardSkipper,
received about 41 percent.
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CHURCHSHOOTING ANNIVERSARY

1yearlater,much
samein Charleston
...................................................................

Confederate flagno longerflies
outsidethe Statehouse,but
manyothersymbolsremain
...................................................................

Changing othermonuments
requires atwo­thirds vote of
legislature
...................................................................

Confederate fervor may be
fading decadebydecade
...................................................................

BY JEFFREY COLLINS
AND JONATHAN DREW
Associated Press
CHARLESTON
The namesof Confederate

generalsstill adornstreet signs
inCharleston'spublic housing
projects, andaheroicwaterfront
statue dedicatedto theConfed­
erate Defenders ofCharleston
stillfaces Fort Sumter,where
the firstshots of theCivil War
were fired.
Justdown fromthe Emanuel

AME church­where nineblack
parishioners studying their Bi­
bleswere gunneddown one
year ago­astatue ofVice Pres­
ident John C.Calhoun, a
staunchdefender of slavery,
towersabove apark.
Afterthe June 17, 2015,mas­

sacre, SouthCarolina lawmak­
ers didwhat many people
thought wasimpossible and
removed the Confederate flag
fromthe Statehouse groundsin
Columbia. Across thecountry,
as farawayas Alaska,officials
moved tostripstreets, college
dormitories andeven lakes of
the namesof Confederates,
secessionists andpublic figures
who championed segregation.
Butayearlater, littlehas

changed inCharleston,the city
wheretens of thousandsof

enslavedAfricans first set foot
inNorthAmerica. It washere
that the work ofplantation
slaves madethe cityoneof the
wealthiest inthe nation before
the Civil War.Itwas herewhere
the bombardmentof FortSum­
ter threw the nation intothat
war in1861.
A sectionof astreet infrontof

the whitestucco EmanuelAME
church may have been renamed
"Mother EmanuelWayMemo­
rial District,"but all ofChar­
leston'sConfederate commem­
orations remain intact­and
longstanding racialissues en­
dure.
"Ithink alotof thingshap­

pened outof the immediate
emotions ofhow horrificthe
killingswere. That's the human
side of folksand thepoliteness,
particularly ofCharleston, that
we justhad todosomething.
Butthen whenreality checksus
­the questionis what isthat
going tocostus in termsof
changing the waywe thinkand
dothings?" saidDot Scott,pres­
ident of theCharleston branch
of theNAACP.
A white manwho policesaid

hated blacks andposted photos
of himselfwith the Confederate
flaghas beencharged with kill­
ingthe nineparishioners.
"It wastruly an attack ona

race of people,"MalcolmGra­
ham,the brother of victim Cyn­
thia Hurd,saidof theshootings.
"After 400 years,the African­
American communitystill is
suffering anddealing withthese
types ofissues relating torace."
So whywas there notapush

toremoveConfederate symbols
inCharleston following the
church attack?
Bernard Powers, ablack Col­

lege ofCharleston historypro­
fessor,noted that it tooka15­
year struggle toget theflag
removed fromthe Statehouse
grounds andthat it happened
onlyafter the slayings.
"People seewhat it took, and

ultimatelythat flag wasre­
moved because ninepeople
were murdered," saidPowers,
who co­authoredabook about
the massacre called"We are
Charleston.""I thinkpeople
appreciate how deeplyen­
trenchedthe reverence is forthe
Confederacy. For alotof folks,
it is acivilreligion."
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As soonas SouthCarolina
lawmakers voted topulldown
the flag, theyshut thedoor on
anyotherchanges.
Gov. Nikki Haley hadpushed

for theflag tocome down but
feared that going furtherwould

incite fights across thestate, so
sheasked lawmakers toprotect
all theotherflags andmonu­
ments while removing the

SEECHARLESTON, 2C

BakariSellers
amongspeakersat
EmanuelAME
memorialservice
A memorialservice will beheld
in Beaufort thisweekfor the
nine victimsof the Emanuel AME
Churchshooting last year in
Charleston.

GraceChapelAME Church, at
502 CharlesSt.,willhost the
service at6:30 p.m.Thursday.It
isbeing sponsoredby the
Beaufort Unified Interfaith
Community Coalition.

Former staterepresentative
Bakari Sellers isexpectedtobe
amongthe speakers,according
toanews release. Sellers is aColumbia attorney who wasastate
representative from2006until 2014and hascontributedas a CNN
commentator.

Emanuel AME pastor ClementaPinckney, a state senatorwho was
killedin the shootings, hadalso preached atJerichoAME inBeaufort
andPorter'sChapelAME inPortRoyal.

''ITHINKALOTOFTHINGSHAPPENED
OUTOFTHE

IMMEDIATEEMOTIONS
OFHOWHORRIFICTHE
KILLINGSWERE....BUT
THENWHENREALITY
CHECKSUS­THE
QUESTIONISWHATIS

THATGOINGTOCOST
USINTERMSOF
CHANGINGTHEWAY
WETHINK?

Dot Scott,of Charleston NAACP
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CHARLESTON
FROMPAGE1C
Statehouse flag.
"Ourgoal was tohold

everything together.Let's
dowhat wecan, let's be
kind andaccepting and
understandhistory is just
that ­it's history,"she
said.
So astatue of former

Gov. and U.S.Sen. "Pitch­
fork"Ben Tillman still
stands onthe Statehouse
grounds. Tillmanonce
famously praisedalynch
mob that killed seven
black Republicansin 1876
tointimidate others from
voting. The statuecalls
him a"friendand leader
of thecommon people"
but makes nomention of
the violencehe bragged
about for decades,some­
thingblack lawmakers
would liketosee added.
Changing amonument

requires atwo­thirds vote,
andHouse Speaker Jay
Lucas hasvowed toblock
changesof any kind.
Thatmeans theCitadel,

SouthCarolina's Char­
leston­based military col­
lege, hasto keepthe Con­

federateflag upinthe
campuschapel amongthe
flags ofthe 50 statesand
otherterritories.
University ofNorth

Carolina historyprofessor
W.Fitzhugh Brundage,
who iswhite, saidheun­
derstands blacks whofeel
alienated seeingstatues
honoring those who
foughtawarinlarge part
tokeep themenslaved.
"That is areminderthat

this state's historyin­
cludes an organizedeffort
tokeep peoplelike you,
African­Americans, en­
slaved at the costof hun­
dreds ofthousands oflives
andhundreds ofmillions
of dollarsof destruction,"
hesaid.
Though themonuments

remain,the Confederate
fervor may befading de­
cadeby decade inChar­
leston. The areacom­
memorated the150th
anniversary of theCivil
Warearlier this decade
with subdued eventsat
Fort Sumterandelse­
where, compared tothe
celebratory mood sur­
rounding the 100thanni­

versary. And there wasa
new emphasison slavery
as acauseof the warand
the roles that blacks
playedin theconflict.
DanielTurner, a 57­

year­oldwastewater treat­
ment plant operator from
Charlotte, N.C., visiting
Charleston'sConfederate
Museum, saidherealizes
why theConfederate flag
is offensive tomany.
"Iunderstand the flag,"

Turnersaid. "Thereare
bad peoplewho usedit.
Butthe monuments are
different. They areapart
of history.Wecan't
changethat."
Brundage saidhe ex­

pects skirmishesover
Confederate monuments
tocontinue topop up
across theSouth, but that
afull­scale removalof
Confederate symbols still
seemsalongway off.
"The flagmay bedown

infront ofthe Statehouse
of SouthCarolina, but the
landscapeof SouthCar­
olinais stillfull ­bursting
­with symbolshonoring
the Confederacy,"the

professor said."And
they'regoing tobethere."

''THEFLAGMAYBE
DOWNINFRONT
OFTHE
STATEHOUSEOF
SOUTHCAROLINA,
BUTTHE
LANDSCAPEOF
SOUTHCAROLINA
ISSTILLFULL­
BURSTING­WITH
SYMBOLS
HONORINGTHE
CONFEDERACY.

W. Fitzhugh Brundage,
history professor

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 17Publication Date: 06/15/2016

1yearlater,much samein Charleston
BY JEFFREY COLLINS AND JONATHAN DREW Associated Press
163.06 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 3

65006-06-15_17001.pdf

County: Beaufort



STEPHEN B. MORTON AP

In thisJune19,2015, filephoto, policetapesurroundstheparking lotbehindtheAME EmanuelChurch inCharlestonas FBIforensic experts
work thecrimescenetwo daysafternine peoplewereshot byDylannRoofduringaBiblestudy.
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DAVID GOLDMAN AP

People joinhands inashowof
unity duringamarch acrossthe
Charleston bridge lastJune.

OutsidetheConfederateMuseuminCharleston,Daniel
Turnershowsoffapenny hisgreat­great­grandfatherwas
carryingwhenhe was woundedinan1863CivilWar
battle.Turnercarriesthe pennytohonorhisancestor.
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Coyote bounty program,
Relic Room study
removed from budget
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ The Leg­
islature has killed a pro­
posed coyote bounty pro­
gram and nixed a study on
moving the Confederate
Relic Room to Charleston.
Those were among

Gov. Nikki Haley's budget
vetoes upheld Wednesday.
Legislators had approved

the study instead of spend­
ing anything to display the
Confederate flag removed
from Statehouse grounds
last summer.
Republican Rep. Chip

Limehouse of Charleston
said it was about saving

money, since the museum
loses money at its Colum­
bia location. Nevertheless,
he asked his colleagues to
sustain the veto.
Supporters of the coy­

ote program wanted to
encourage hunters to kill
the predators. It would
have awarded lifetime
hunting licenses to hunters
who kill a coyote tagged by
the Department of Natu­
ral Resources. But Haley
argued if DNR employ­
ees are near a coyote, they
should just kill it.
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Two Senate leaders survive
Haley opposition; one ousted
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ So far, Gov.
Nikki Haley is one for four.
Two of the Senate leaders she
tried to unseat defeated their
challengers Tuesday, but a third
will leave the Legislature after
32 years.
A fourth Senate candidate

backed by Haley advances to a
runoff, but the only House can­
didate she endorsed lost.
The elections represented the

last chance for Haley, who's
term limited, to change who
runs the Republican­dominated
Legislature while she's gover­
nor.
South Carolina's most power­

ful lawmaker, Senate President
Pro Tem Hugh Leatherman of
Florence, easily defeated two
Republican opponents with
more than 54 percent of vote,
avoiding a runoff to secure a
10th term. Beyond being the
top senator, Leatherman's
other leadership roles include

crafting the budget as Senate
Finance chairman and sitting
??????????????????????????????
Haley chairs.
"He does a lot of good for

our community and this area,"
Larry Ba­
cote told the
Morning
News while
voting at
West Flor­
ence High
School.
Haley's

candidate,
Florence
County GOP

Chairman Richard Skipper,
received about 41 percent.
Senate Ethics Committee

Chairman Luke Rankin of
Myrtle Beach defeated Scott
Pyle with 56 percent of the
vote.
Neither Leatherman nor

??????????????????????????????
has a Democratic challenger in
November.
Sen. Wes Hayes lost his re­

election bid to York County
GOP Chairman Wes Climer,
whom Haley backed. Climer
had about 52 percent of the
??????????????????????????????
elected to the House in 1984,
then the Senate in 1991.
Haley had faulted Hayes, the

leading senator on K­12 issues,
for supporting a highway­fund­
ing bill last year that several
opponents of increasing the gas
tax blocked from receiving a
???????????
Meanwhile, state Rep. Ste­

????????????????????????????
June 28 primary runoff with
Reese Boyd. Haley endorsed
Boyd in the race to replace
retiring Sen. Ray Cleary. Gold­
??????????????????????????????
the Grand Strand district with
44 percent of the vote over
Boyd's 37 percent.
??????????????????????????­

nanced mostly by out­of­state
donors, has spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars over the
last month running ads back­
ing her opposition campaigns.

Haley
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2 Senate leaders survive Haley opposition
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ So far, Gov.

Nikki Haley is one for four.
Two of the Senate leaders she
tried to unseat defeated their
challengers Tuesday, but a third
will leave the Legislature after
32 years.
A fourth Senate candidate

backed by Haley advances to a
runoff, but the only House can­
didate she endorsed lost.
The elections represented

the last chance for Haley, who's
term limited, to change who
runs the Republican­dominat­
ed Legislature while she's gov­
ernor.
South Carolina's most power­

ful lawmaker, Senate President
Pro Tem Hugh Leatherman of
Florence, easily defeated two
Republican opponents with
more than 54 percent of vote,
avoiding a runoff to secure a
10th term. Beyond being the
top senator, Leatherman's other
leadership roles include craft­

ing the bud­
get as Sen­
ate Finance
chairman
and sitting
on a finan­
cial oversight
board Haley
chairs.
"He does

a lot of good
for our community and this
area," Larry Bacote told the
Morning News while voting at
West Florence High School.
Haley's candidate, Florence

County GOP Chairman Rich­
ard Skipper, received about 41
percent.
Senate Ethics Commit­

tee Chairman Luke Rankin of
Myrtle Beach defeated Scott
Pyle with 56 percent of the vote.
Neither Leatherman nor

Rankin, first elected in 1992,
has a Democratic challenger in
November.
Sen. Wes Hayes lost his re­

election bid to York County
GOP Chairman Wes Climer,
whom Haley backed. Climer
had about 52 percent of the vote
over Hayes, who was first elect­
ed to the House in 1984, then
the Senate in 1991.

Haley had faulted Hayes, the
leading senator on K­12 issues,
for supporting a highway­
funding bill last year that sev­
eral opponents of increasing the
gas tax blocked from receiving a
floor vote.
Meanwhile, state Rep. Ste­

phen Goldfinch advanced to
a June 28 primary runoff with
Reese Boyd. Haley endorsed
Boyd in the race to replace
retiring Sen. Ray Cleary. Gold­
finch led the four­way race in
the Grand Strand district with
44 percent of the vote over
Boyd's 37 percent.
A Haley political group,

financed mostly by out­of­state
donors, has spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars over the
last month running ads back­
ing her opposition campaigns.
Meanwhile, GOP Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster and other
Haley allies worked to re­elect
the incumbents.
Haley's candidate in an open

House seat also lost.
Katie Arrington won 62 per­

cent of the vote in the race to
replace state Rep. Jenny Horne,
who lost her bid to unseat U.S.
Rep. Mark Sanford. Haley had
endorsed Dorchester County
Council member Carroll Dun­

can, who's also the mother­
in­law of Board of Economic
Advisors Chairman Chad Wall­
dorf.
On social media Tuesday

night, Haley did not mention
anyone directly.
"We congratulate the win­

ners of the primary elections,
and also congratulate those
who put themselves forward
for public office but did not
win tonight," she posted on her
Facebook page.
Incumbent senators advanc­

ing to a runoff include Senate
Judiciary Chairman Larry Mar­
tin, who's been a reliable ally for
Haley. He will face off against
former state Rep. Rex Rice in
two weeks.
With 98 percent of precincts

reporting, Martin had 45 per­
cent of the total votes in the
four­way race, while Rice had
33 percent.
GOP Sen. Lee Bright of

Roebuck, the only incumbent
publicly opposed by the state
Chamber of Commerce's politi­
cal committee, led a four­way
race with 38 percent of the total.
He advances to a runoff with
former state Rep. Scott Talley,
who received 27 percent.

NIKKI
HALEY
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