
Mirror,mirror
onthe wall
Someof thefindingsofthe
latestS.C.poll fromPublic
PolicyPolling:

A RepublicanU.S. Sen.Tim

Scotthas theapproval of
45 percent of S.C.voters,
while 28percent
disapprove.Those
numbers matchhislead
against hisDemocratic
opponentThomas Dixon,
45­28.

A GOP Sen.Lindsey

Graham hasa30 percent
approval rate,thelowestof
the politicians polled.
Fifty­four percent
disapproveof the state's
seniorsenator.

A A majority of Democrats

­57percent ­and
Republicans ­54 percent
­said they disapprove of
Graham.Fifty percent of
independents alsosaid
they disapprovedof
Graham.

A Gov.Nikki Haley hasa

48 percent approvalrate
with S.C. voters. Haley's
approval ratingis down
from 56percent when
Public Policy askedthe
samequestion last
November.
.......................................................
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BUSINESS BRIEFLY
MACY'S TO CLOSE100 STORES NATIONWIDE
Macy's,the country's largestdepartment store

chain, planstoclose morethan10percent ofits
locations aspartof efforts toreverse sagging sales
andincrease profits. The retailersaidThursday it
would shutter100 stores, mostly at the beginning
of nextyear. The company didnot releasealistof
the storestobeclosed. South Carolinahas two
Macy's stores, at ColumbiaPlacemall onTwo
Notch Roadin theMidlands andinGreenville.

ALSO . . .
AJob seekersin UnionCounty have anew re­

source. The Meeting PlaceonMain­ajobtraining
center ­opened Wednesday. "This isnot aplace
when youwalkin that youshouldfeel likeyou've
failed," Gov. Nikki Haley said."Thisis aplace you
should walkinand seesuccessinthe window."The
center, at111 W.Main St.,Union,will help jobseek­
ers createresumes andsearch for jobs.
AThe cancellation ofmore than2,000 Southwest

Airlines flights because ofacomputer outagewill
cost thecarrier an estimated$54million. The Dal­
las MorningNews reportedthe lostrevenue and
increased cost estimates based onaSouthwest
investor advisoryreleased Wednesday.
AThe EuropeanAmerican Chamberof Com­

merce haschosen Greenvillefor its firstchapter in
the Southeastafter considering Atlanta,Charlotte
andother cities.James Rosener, presidentof the
Europeanchamber's New Yorkchapter, said Green­
ville waschosen because ofthe footprint European
companies likeMichelin have created inthe region.

­ NEWYORK TIMES,ASSOCIATED PRESS CONTRIBUTED.
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Whatif Democrats were in
the same boat as theGOP?

BY JAMES WERRELL

jwerrell@heraldonline.com

Hooray tothegrowing
listof Republicans who
not onlycriticize Donald
Trump, but also pledge
they won'tvote for him or
support hiscandidacy in
any way!
Sadly, most prominent

SouthCarolina Repub­
licans can'tcount them­
selves asmembers ofthat
commendable group. Lt.
Gov.Henry McMaster
gave oneofthe nomi­
nating speechesfor Trump
at the GOPconvention.
Gov.Nikki Haley hasbeen
criticalof someof the
things Trumphas said but
stillgives him hersupport.
Only Sen.Lindsey Gra­

ham hassaid –and said it
early –that hewouldn't
vote for Trump under any
circumstances, although
hedoesn't plantovote for
HillaryClinton either.
Itis hard tocome up

with any other elected
S.C. Republican whohas
fully denounced TheDon­
ald.
A number ofother nota­

bleRepublicans, however,
havewashed their hands
of Trump.Fiftyof the
nation's mostsenior Re­
publican national security

officials last week signeda
letter sayingTrump
"wouldput at risk our
country'snational security
andwell­being."
JoeScarborough of

MSNBC's "Morning Joe" –
aformer GOP congress­
man fromFlorida–wrote
inaWashingtonPost
column this weekthat,
after hinting that "Second
Amendment people"
couldfind asolutionto
the problemof aClinton
presidency,Trump needs
togo.
"At longlast, Donald

Trump hasleft the Repub­
lican Partyfewoptions but
toact decisivelyand get
this politicaltrain wreck
offthe tracks before
somethingterrible hap­
pens," Scarborough wrote.
Democrats,meanwhile,

are watching that train
rumbledown the tracks
with glee andthe hope
that many other Repub­
lican candidates willbeon
board. They reasonthat,
for nowat least,the smart
thingto doisstand by and
watchwhile thewheels
come off.
There is amplesmug­

nessinthis pointof view,
but much ofit is well
earned. Democratsare
entitledto say, "Wedidn't
make younominate a
lunaticto runfor presi­
dent."
Butit is interesting to

contemplate, asamental
exercise, what Democrats
–who arehigh­handedly
chidingRepublicans for

their spineless refusal to
condemntheir candidate –
would doifthey were
riding the same train.Is
there any equivalent sit­
uation imaginablein
which fringeDemocrats
might succeedinnomi­
nating a presidentialcan­
didate so loathsomethat
middle­of­the­road Demo­
crats couldn'tstomach
him?
Toestablish equiv­

alency, this candidate
would havetocome from
the farleft andespouse
the sortof simple­minded
ideas youmight have
heard at thedrum circlein
acommune around 1972.
And hispersonal life
would beatemplate for
rejecting anything that
resembled traditional
propriety.
He would openlyadmit

tousing recreational
drugs,while maybe not
the addictiveones.He
would nothavebeen di­
vorced three times, but
that is onlybecause hehas
nointerest inthe institu­
tion ofmarriage.
He opposes capitalism,

bigbanks, militaristic
adventurism, fossilfuels,
organizedreligion, the
upper class, processed
food, national borders,
nukes, fascism andde­
odorant.He stilluses the
phrase,"far out."
This candidate definite­

ly wouldnot emergefrom
the politicalclass.For
example, those who say
that BernieSanders is the

left­wingequivalent of
Trump aremistaken.
Sanders,alongtimeU.S.

senator,also hasbeen a
mayor andacongressman.
He is adisciplined, well­
informedpolitician who
ranaconventional cam­
paign withinthe confines
of amajorparty andwho
holdsviews,which,
thoughleft­leaning, are
fully withinthe American
mainstream.
And nooneelse within

the currentDemocratic
politicalestablishment
really is theequivalent of
Trump either.
As the Republicansdid,

Democrats probably
would havetoturn tothe
field of entertainmentto
find theequivalent of
Trump. AlecBaldwin?
Thatwould beclose.
The question Democrats

havetoask themselvesis,
ifsomeone like Baldwin
were their nomineeand
heseemed indanger of
wrecking the country if
elected,would they re­
nounce him andallow
someone suchas Ted
Cruz, someone they really
can'tstand, tobecome
president?
Maybe Democrats,inall

their smugness, needto
show somepity forthe
plightof their Republican
friends. It's noteasy
watching yourparty self­
destruct.

James Werrellis editorof
The Herald opinionpage.
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BerkeleyCo.
schoolboard
movesto
reinstate prayer

MONCKS CORNER

Despite thethreat ofa
lawsuit, the Berkeley
Countyschool board is
moving toreinstate prayer
beforeits meetings.
The Postand Courierof

Charleston reportedthe
school board gaveinitial
approval toanew policy
Tuesday after dropping
the use ofthe Lord's
Prayer earlier this year.
The board hasbeen using
a momentof silencein­
stead.
StateSen. LarryGrooms

sent theboard a letter
signed by50state law­
makerscitinga2014 U.S.
Supreme Court decision
reaffirming the rightto
pray at public meetings.
Gov.Nikki Haley last
month signed astate law
allowing schoolboardsthe
righttoopen meetings
with prayer.
Americans United for

Separation of Churchand
Statewrote membersin
June and again Monday
warning that using the
prayeris unconstitutional.
The board's new policy

callsfor future invocations
tobenonsectarian and
nondenominational. It
also statesthe prayercan­
not favoror criticize any
faith."
No oneat the meeting is

requiredtoparticipate in
the prayer.
Americans United says

that the Constitution su­
persedes statelaw.

­ ASSOCIATED PRESS
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PAGEANTWINNER

Fort Mill
girl adds
another
crown
BY KELLY LESSARD

FortMill Times

FORT MILL
Petite pageantqueen

Emmy Fuller ofFort Mill
can addanother titleto
her resume–Little Miss
South Carolina.
The rising SugarCreek

Elementary fourth­grader,
who hascompeted in
about 10 pageants since
her firstonethree years
ago,recently brought
home the coveted crown.
She alsowon thetalent
competition andthe color
photogenic award andwas

firstrunner­up for the
black­and­white photo­
genic award.
Emmy is the daughter

of Tony andJill Fuller.
"As LittleMissSouth

Carolina, I gettodoalot
of parades,"said Emmy,
9."I actually get tomeet
the governor,Nikki Haley,
so I'm pretty excitedabout
that."
As partof her questfor

the crown,Emmy com­
pleted morethan100
hoursof community ser­

vice with organizations
suchas the RonaldMcDo­
nald House, theAmerican
Red Cross, Samaritan's
PurseOperation Christ­
mas Childand theSalva­
tion Army.She also has
been involvedwith Fort
Mill's annualCookies for
Kids' Cancer,ledbyan­
other pageant queen,Mrs.
South CarolinaInterna­
tional 2016, DanaBout­
well.
It's not allglitz, glitter

and travel forEmmy.The

pint­sized pageant queen
said her favorite under­
taking ismaking meals
and cleaning at Ronald
McDonald House inChar­
lotte. The facilityhouses
families of pediatrichospi­
tal patients.
Emmy has beenin­

volved indance for the
pastsix years and isalso
the reigning PetiteMiss
Dance ofSouth Carolina.

SEE EMMY,4A

FROMPAGE3A

EMMY
Sheplaced sixth thissum­
merat the national pa­
geantfor Petite Miss
Dance America. Shetakes
lessons atCenter Stage
Dance AcademyinFort
Mill and attendedaballet
workshopthis summer at
Charlotte Ballet Academy.
Inaddition toher time

spent inpageants and
dance,Emmy isinvolved
inthe robotics,STEMand
environmental clubs at
school, as wellas theSu­

gar Creek Elementary
Choir.
Glitz andglamour aside,

Jillsaid shesees future
value inherdaughter's
pageant competitions –so
much so that aColumbia­
based pageantcoach
trains Emmy onaregular
basis.
"As aparent,Ifeellike

the pageants helpwith
overall interview skills,"
shesaid."That truly is the
hardestpart."
"The interviewis kind

of themost nerve­racking
part," Emmy agreed.
Withseveral titles under

her belt,shehasno plans
toslow down anytime
soon. Anotherpageant
competition is comingup,
andEmmy willwalk the
stage once again,hoping
toadd anothercrown to
her growingcollection.

KellyLessard:
kellyrlessard@gmail.com,
@KellyLessardFMT

''IACTUALLYGETTOMEETTHE
GOVERNOR,NIKKI
HALEY,SOI'M
PRETTYEXCITED
ABOUTTHAT.
EmmyFuller,age9
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EmmyFullerhasalso
completed more than100
hoursof community
service.
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