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Millionsin tax credits available
inS.C. school­choiceprogram
Taxpayerscanclaimabout $7.4 million in tax creditsif they donatetotohelp kids

with disabilities payfor private schoolor pay that tuition themselvesoutof pocket.
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

Morethan$7 million in
S.C. taxcreditsare upfor
grabs inthestate's pri­
vate­school choicepro­
gram.
Taxpayers are eligible

for thecredits ifthey do­
natetoastateprogramto
help childrenwith dis­
abilities pay private­school
tuitionor if they pay that
tuitionout of theirown
pocket.
AsofThursday,anew

nonprofit,formedbythe
state,hadreceived$3.8
millionindonationsforthe
school­choicegrants.Tax­
payerswhodonatetothe
nonprofitcanclaimatax
creditreducingtheirstate
taxesowedbyupto60
percent.Thestateoffersup
to$10millionincreditsfor
donationstotheprogram.
The statealso is offering

$2million incredits to
taxpayers whopay private­
schooltuition outof pock­
et for childrenwith dis­
abilities. As ofThursday,
taxpayers had claimed
about $790,000inthose
credits.
The taxcreditand

school­choicegrants pro­
gram–launched in2014–
haveproven popular with
the demandfor the tax
creditsexceeding the
amountauthorized bythe
state.
Butthis year,state law­

makerstookdirect control
of theprogramafter hear­
ingconcerns about how it
was beingoperated. Until
July 1 ofthis year,the
stateallowed nonprofit
scholarship groups toraise
money that waseligible
for thetax creditsand
issueprivate­school tui­
tion grantsto children
with disabilities.
Statelawmakers "hit

reset onthis programfor a
number ofreasons and
because there were a
number ofconcerns with
the waythe scholarship
organizations operated,"
stateRevenue Department
DirectorRick Reames
said."In order tohavea
programthat is sustain­
ableand longterm, you've
gottorun it correctly."
The changesthat took

effect earlier this month
banned thenonprofit

scholarship groups from
raising moneyand issuing
grants for theprogram.
The scholarship groups
must cease operationand
donate all theirremaining
money tothe state'snew
programby Aug.1.
The new statelaw calls

for thecreation ofanew
nonprofit –ExceptionalSC
–toraise money andissue
privateschool tuition
grants for thescholarship
program. The organization
hasapplied for charity
status andhas afive­
member board.
Twoboard membersare

appointed byHouse Ways
andMeans chairman
BrianWhite, R­Anderson,
with the adviceof theS.C.
Association of Christian
Schools andthe Catholic
Diocese ofCharleston –
twoorganizations that ran
their ownnonprofits to
raise money forthe schol­
arship program.
SenateFinance chair­

man HughLeatherman,
R­Florence, appoints two
members withthe advice
of theS.C. Independent

Schools Association. And
Gov.Nikki Haley appoints
onemember with input
fromthe PalmettoAssoci­
ation ofChristian Schools.
The board stillmust

appointan executive di­
rector who willdrive fund­
raising efforts.
The restructuring of the

school­choiceprogram
was pushedby lawmakers
who expressed concerns
about the scholarship
program's fairness.
The largest, most suc­

cessful nonprofitscholar­
ship group inthe program
proved controversial. In
2014,The State reported
about the financial trou­
blesof oneof thenonprof­
it's leadersandcomplaints
that private­school parents
were being pressuredto
donate inexchange for
scholarships.
The state's taxagency

recentlyfound that ar­
rangement tobeinvio­
lation ofstate law, though
the nonprofit'sleaders
disagreed.

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Private school­choice taxcredits
What you needtoknow:

AS.C.taxpayerswho donateto ExceptionalSC–a

nonprofit setupby thestate toraisemoneyand issue
private­school tuitiongrants to studentswith disabilities
–are eligiblefor a taxcredit.The creditis worth the
value of thedonation and cancut thedonor'sstate taxes
by upto60 percent of the amount owed.

ATheS.C.Department ofRevenueis offering upto$10

millionayearin tax credits,available on afirst­come,
first­served basis.Taxpayerswho claimthe S.C.credit

also areeligiblefor a charitable taxdeduction ontheir
federal taxreturns.After the statehasreached its $10
millioncap on taxcredits fordonations tothe
tuition­grants program, donationsare eligiblefor the
stateand federal charitabletax deduction instead.

AThestate taxagency alsois offeringup to $2 millionin

tax credits for tuitionpaidtoprivateschools for children
with special needs. Ataxpayer canclaimthe credit forup
to$11,000in tuitionpaidper child.

ATheRevenueDepartment updates howmany credits are

available daily onits website.
...................................................................................................................
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School tax credits top $7M
Available in SC choice program
JAMIE SELF
THE STATE

COLUMBIA­ More than $7
million in S.C. tax credits are up
for grabs in the state's private­
school choice program.
Taxpayers are eligible for

the credits if they donate to a
state program to help children
with disabilities pay private­
school tuition or if they pay that
tuition out of their own pocket.
As of Thursday, a new non­

profit, recently formed by the
state, had received about $3.8
million in donations for the
school­choice grants. Taxpay­
ers who donate to the nonprofit
can claim a tax credit reducing
their state taxes owed by up to

60 percent. The state offers up
to $10 million in credits for do­
nations to the program.
The state also is offering $2

million in credits to taxpayers
who pay private­school tuition
out of pocket for children with
disabilities. As of Thursday,
taxpayers had claimed about
$790,000 in those credits.
The tax credit and school­

choice grants program –
launched in 2014 – have proven
popular with the demand for the
tax credits exceeding the
amount authorized by the state.
But this year, state lawmak­

ers took direct control of the
program after hearing con­

cerns about how it was being op­
erated. Until July 1 of this year,
the state allowed nonprofit
scholarship groups to raise
money that was eligible for the
tax credits and issue private­
school tuition grants to children
with disabilities.
State lawmakers "hit reset

on this program for a number of
reasons and because there were
a number of concerns with the
way the scholarship organiza­
tions operated," state Revenue
Department Director Rick
Reames said. "In order to have a

See SCHOOL, Page 4A
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Continued from Page 3A

program that is sustainable and
long term, you've got to run it cor­
rectly."
The changes that took effect

earlier this month banned the non­
profit scholarship groups from
raising money and issuing grants
for the program. The scholarship
groups must cease operation and
donate all their remaining money
to the state's new program by Aug.
1.

The new state law calls for the
creation of a new nonprofit – Ex­
ceptional SC – to raise money and
issue private school tuition grants
for the scholarship program. The
organization has applied for char­

ity status and has a five­member
board.
Two board members are ap­

pointed by House Ways and Means
chairman Brian White, R­Ander­
son, with the advice of the S.C. As­
sociation of Christian Schools and
the Catholic Diocese of Charleston
– two organizations that ran their
own nonprofits to raise money for
the scholarship program.

Senate Finance chairman Hugh
Leatherman, R­Florence, appoints
two members with the advice of
the S.C. Independent Schools Asso­
ciation. And Gov. Nikki Haley ap­
points one member with input
from the Palmetto Association of
Christian Schools.

The board still must appoint an
executive director who will drive
fundraising efforts. The restruc­
turing of the school­choice pro­
gram was pushed by lawmakers
who expressed concerns about the
scholarship program's fairness.
The largest, most successful

nonprofit scholarship group in the
program proved controversial. In
2014, The State reported about the
financial troubles of one of the
nonprofit's leaders and complaints
that private­school parents were
being pressured to donate in ex­
change for scholarships.

The state's tax agency recently
found that arrangement to be in vi­
olation of state law, though the non­
profit's leaders disagreed.
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Chief:
DOT
probe
ongoing
But chairman says he
welcomes investigation
TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

COLUMBIA ­ The chairman of the
state Department of Transportation
confirmed Friday that a corruption
investigation of the agency is ongoing
but said he welcomes it.
State Attorney General Alan Wil­

son announced Thursday that three
former DOT officials were indicted
by a state grand jury on corruptions
charges but his office and a spokes­
man for the State Law Enforcement
Division declined to say if the probe
was ongoing.

DOT Chairman Mike Wooten told
The Greenville News Friday that it is
and that DOT officials were the ones
who brought law enforcement in to in­
vestigate the matter. He said he wel­
comed the investigation.
"I think that any criminal needs to

be caught and prosecuted, period,"
Wooten said. "I welcome the investi­
gation and think it's a good thing. An
organization the size of this, you're
going to get a few bad apples. The
quicker you find them and sort them
out, the better for the whole organiza­
tion."

See DOT, Page 4A

SC0148 Greenville News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 07/30/2016

Chief: DOT probe ongoing
TIM SMITH TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM
64.79 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenville, SC    Circulation: 113473

Page: 1

61018-07-30_1003.pdf

County: Greenville



DOT
Continued from Page 1A

The three former DOT
officials are accused in
the indictments of accept­
ing bribes, kickbacks or
benefiting unlawfully
from their positions. One
former official allegedly
was paid $360,000 over
the years by a company he
had a secret ownership in­
terest in and which did
business with the DOT di­
vision the official headed.
The five indictments

carry years of possible
prison time if the officials
are convicted. The indict­
ments were unsealed this
week but handed down
last month.
Wooten said he does

not believe a culture of
corruption exists in the
agency.

"I do believe that some
people are just prone to do
bad things," he said. "The
beauty of catching them
and prosecuting them is it
sets an example. It shows
folks you can't get away
with that stuff. What
breeds a culture of that is
people continually getting
away with it. There is
where the danger is."
Wooten said he is sur­

prised it took so long for
the former DOT officials
to be indicted because he
said the investigation was
going on for a while. He
said his reaction when
told Thursday of the in­
dictments being an­
nounced was "finally."
According to the in­

dictments, the acts at is­
sue stretched back to
2009.

Wooten said the agency
initiated the request with
law enforcement to inves­
tigate the matter.

He said he believes the
probe started while cur­
rent Secretary Christy

Hall was a deputy. Hall
was made deputy secre­
tary in 2011 and named by
Gov. Nikki Haley as trans­
portation secretary in No­
vember of last year.

"SCDOT has zero toler­
ance for wrongdoing of
any kind and wishes to ex­
press its appreciation for
the hard work of both the
State Law Enforcement
Division (SLED) and the
SC Attorney General's Of­
fice," Hall said in a state­
ment Thursday.

Wooten said the agency
has been the target of
critics for years and the
indictments and probe
could give them ammuni­
tion.

"I believe that DOT has
been the favorite can to be
kicked by the blogs and
the naysayers for the past
three or four years," he
said. "And this just adds
ammunition to those who
are convinced that the
agency is corrupt. But for
those people who really
understand how DOT
does business, I think it
should be the opposite, it
should show that we won't
tolerate this and we're go­
ing to prosecute people
when they are caught do­
ing wrong."

Those indicted include:
" Charles W. Shirley, a

former field operations
manager of DOT's Intelli­
gent Transportation Sys­
tems division, charged
with one count criminal
conspiracy, one count of­
ficial misconduct in of­
fice, three counts of re­
ceiving anything of value
to influence the action of a
public employee and one
count of acceptance of re­
bates or extra compensa­
tion.
Shirley, who super­

vised DOT's signal shop

that covered five Mid­
lands counties, main­
tained a secret ownership
in a company doing con­
tract work with his divi­
sion, according to the in­
dictment. Shirley re­
viewed the invoices and
improperly received
$360,000 over the years
through the arrangement.
" Allen Kent Ray, a

neighbor of Shirley's who
according to the indict­
ment formed a company
with Shirley, charged
with one count criminal
conspiracy and one count
of offering anything of
value to influence the ac­
tions of a public employ­
ee.
The indictment alleges

that Ray conspired with
Shirley to create the com­
pany in 2009 in an ar­
rangement in which Shir­
ley's division awarded the
company work and Ray
paid Shirley a total of
$360,000 between 2009
and 2015.
6Curtis C. Singleton, a

former head of DOT's sig­
nal shop headquartered in
Columbia, charged with
one count of using his offi­
cial position or office for
financial gain, one count
of receiving anything of
value to influence the ac­
tions of a public employ­
ee, one count of miscon­
duct in office and one
count of acceptance of re­
bates or extra compensa­
tion.
The indictments allege

that Singleton asked a
contractor in 2011 if he
wanted a job to build an in­
tersection in Lexington
County.

"Singleton told the con­
tractor words to the effect
'if you scratch my back,
I'll scratch yours," the in­
dictment alleges. The con­

tractor then paid Single­
ton $1,200, the indictment
alleges.
On another occasion,

an indictment alleges,
Singleton "demanded"
that a contractor to sell
him a truck, which the
contractor did at about
$10,000 less than market
value, according to the in­
dictment. The indictment
alleges the contractor did
this to continue receiving
work from Singleton.

The indictment also al­
leges that Singleton told a
contractor in 2012 to
markup the price of some
supplies for DOT, which
he did by $3,400. Singleton
then demanded $2,500 of
that amount from the con­
tractor, which he paid, the
indictment alleges.
" Joe Edward Butler, a

former DOT inspector,
charged with four counts
of receiving anything of
value to influence the ac­
tion of a public employee,
three counts of breach of
trust with fraudulent in­
tent and one count of ac­
ceptance of rebates or ex­
tra compensation.
The indictment alleges

that Butler made an ar­
rangement with a con­
tractor in which he stole
supplies and equipment
from DOT and sold it to
the contractor. The pay­
ments between 2013 and
2014 totaled $14,500 and
included a new traffic sig­
nal controller for $4,000,
according to the indict­
ment.
According to DOT,

Shirley left the agency in
January, while Singleton
left in August of 2015 and
Butler left in November
2014.
None of those charged

could be reached for com­
ment.
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Millions in
tax credits
available in
S.C. school­
choice
program

BY JAMIE SELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

More than $7 million in
S.C. tax credits are up for
grabs in the state's private­
school choice program.
Taxpayers are eligible for

the credits if they donate to a
state program to help chil­
dren with disabilities pay
private­school tuition or if
they pay that tuition out of
their own pocket.
As of Thursday, a new

nonprofit, recently formed by
the state, had received about
$3.8 million in donations for
the school­choice grants.
Taxpayers who donate to the
nonprofit can claim a tax
credit reducing their state
taxes owed by up to 60 per­
cent. The state offers up to
$10 million in credits for
donations to the program.
The state also is offering

$2 million in credits to tax­
payers who pay private­
school tuition out of pocket
for children with disabilities.

As of Thursday, taxpayers
had claimed about

$790,000 in those credits.
The tax credit and school­

choice grants program ­
launched in 2014 ­ have

proven popular with the
demand for the tax credits

exceeding the amount autho­
rized by the state.
But this year, state law­

makers took direct control of

the program after hearing
concerns about how it was

being operated. Until July 1
of this year, the state allowed
nonprofit scholarship groups
to raise money that was eligi­
ble for the tax credits and

issue private­school tuition
grants to children with dis­
abilities.
State lawmakers "hit reset

on this program for a number
of reasons and because there
were a number of concerns

with the way the scholarship
organizations operated,"
state Revenue Department
Director Rick Reames said.
"In order to have a program
that is sustainable and long
term, you've got to run it
correctly."
The changes that took

effect earlier this month

banned the nonprofit schol­
arship groups from raising
money and issuing grants for
the program. The scholarship
groups must cease operation
and donate all their remain­

ing money to the state's new
program by Aug. 1.
The new state law calls for

the creation of a new non­
profit ­ Exceptional SC ­ to
raise money and issue private
school tuition grants for the
scholarship program. The
organization has applied for
charity status and has a five­
member board.
Two board members are

appointed by House Ways
and Means chairman Brian

White, R­Anderson, with the
advice of the S.C. Association
of Christian Schools and the
Catholic Diocese of Char­

leston ­ two organizations
that ran their own nonprofits
to raise money for the schol­
arship program.
Senate Finance chairman

Hugh Leatherman, R­Flo­
rence, appoints two members
with the advice of the S.C.

Independent Schools Associ­
ation. And Gov. Nikki Haley
appoints one member with
input from the Palmetto
Association of Christian
Schools.
The board still must ap­

point an executive director
who will drive fundraising
efforts.

The restructuring of the
school­choice program was
pushed by lawmakers who
expressed concerns about the
scholarship program's fair­
ness.

The largest, most success­
ful nonprofit scholarship
group in the program proved
controversial. In 2014, The
State reported about die
financial troubles of one of
the nonprofit's leaders and
complaints that private­

school parents were being
pressured to donate in ex­
change for scholarships.
The state's tax agency

recentiy found that arrange­
ment to be in violation of

state law, though the non­
profit's leaders disagreed.
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S.C. private school­choice tax credits
What you need to know:

• S.C. taxpayers who donate to Exceptional SC ­ a nonprofit
set up by the state to raise money and issue private­school
tuition grants to students with disabilities ­ are eligible for a
tax credit. The credit is worth the value of the donation and

can cut the donor's state taxes by up to 60 percent of the
amount owed.

• The S.C. Department of Revenue is offering up to $10
million a year in tax credits, available on a first­come,

first­served basis. Taxpayers who claim the S.C. credit also are
eligible for a charitable tax deduction on their federal tax
returns. After the state has reached its $10 million cap on tax
credits for donations to the tuition­grants program,
donations are eligible for the state and federal charitable tax
deduction instead.

• The state tax agency also is offering up to $2 million in tax
credits for tuition paid to private schools for children with
special needs. A taxpayer can claim the credit for up to
$11,000 in tuition paid per child.

• The Revenue Department updates how many credits are
available daily on its website.
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Millions in taxcreditsavailable
in SC school­choice program
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

Morethan $7 million inS.C. taxcredits
are upfor grabsinthe state's private­
school choiceprogram.
Taxpayers are eligiblefor the creditsif

they donate toastate programtohelp
children with disabilities payprivate­school
tuition or ifthey pay that tuitionout of
their ownpocket.
As of Thursday,anew nonprofit,recent­

ly formed bythe state,had received about
$3.8million in donationsfor the school­
choice grants. Taxpayers whodonate tothe

nonprofit canclaim a taxcreditreducing
their statetaxes owedbyupto60percent.
The stateoffers upto$10million incredits
for donations tothe program.
The statealso is offering$2million in

credits totaxpayerswho pay private­school
tuition outof pocket for children withdis­
abilities. As of Thursday,taxpayers had
claimed about $790,000 inthose credits.
The taxcreditand school­choicegrants

program–launched in2014 –haveproven

popular with the demandfor the taxcredits
exceeding theamount authorized bythe
state.
But thisyear, statelawmakers tookdi­

rect controlof the programafter hearing
concerns about how itwas beingoperated.
Until July 1of this year,the stateallowed
nonprofit scholarship groups toraise
money that was eligiblefor the taxcredits

SEESCHOOLS, 6A

SCHOOLS
FROMPAGE3A
and issueprivate­school
tuition grantsto children
with disabilities.
Statelawmakers "hit

reset onthis program for a
number ofreasons and
because there were a
number ofconcerns with
the waythe scholarship
organizations operated,"
stateRevenue Department
Director RickReames
said.
"In order tohavea

programthat is sustain­
able and longterm, you've
gotto runitcorrectly."
The changes that took

effect earlier this month
banned thenonprofit
scholarship groups from
raising moneyand issuing
grants for theprogram.
The scholarship groups
must cease operationand
donate all their remaining
money tothe state's new
programby Aug.1.
The new statelaw calls

for the creationofanew

nonprofit –ExceptionalSC
–toraise money andissue
private schooltuition
grants for thescholarship
program.
The organization has

applied for charitystatus
and hasafive­member
board.
Two board membersare

appointed byHouse Ways
and Meanschairman
BrianWhite, R­Anderson,
with the adviceof theS.C.
Association of Christian
Schools andthe Catholic
Diocese ofCharleston –
twoorganizations that ran
their ownnonprofits to
raise money forthe schol­
arship program.
Senate Finance chair­

man HughLeatherman,
R­Florence, appoints two
members with theadvice
of theS.C. Independent
Schools Association.
And Gov.Nikki Haley

appoints onememberwith
inputfrom thePalmetto
Association of Christian
Schools.

The board stillmust
appoint anexecutive di­
rector who willdrive fund­
raising efforts.
The restructuring of the

school­choice program
was pushedby lawmakers
who expressed concerns
about the scholarship
program's fairness.
The largest, most suc­

cessful nonprofitscholar­
ship group inthe program
proved controversial.
In2014, The Statere­

ported about the financial
troubles ofoneof the
nonprofit's leaders and
complaintsthat private­
school parents werebeing
pressuredto donate in
exchange for scholarships.
The state's taxagency

recentlyfound that ar­
rangement tobeinvio­
lation ofstate law, though
the nonprofit'sleaders
disagreed.

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Potentialgubernatorialcandidatewarnsofpro­unionsentiment
BYRUDOLPH BELL
TheGreenville News

GREENVILLE

Apotential Republican
candidatefor S.C. gover­
norwarned membersof
theGreenville Chamber
onWednesdaythat pro­
union sentiment mightbe
growinginSouth Carolina.
CatherineTempleton, a

Charlestonresident who
ranthestate Department
ofHealth and Environ­
mentalControl under
GOPGov.Nikki Haley,
spoke tothechamber's
LegislativeCommittee
andManufacturing
Roundtable.
Shecited the resultsof a

2015 survey takenby the
Palmetto Shield,an alli­
anceof businessgroups,

that she saidshowedma­
jority supportfor orga­
nized labor amongpeople
who had lived in
South Carolinafor
five yearsor less.
"It's ashocking

result, especially
for those of us who
were pretty surewe
were anti­union,"
Templeton said.
She saidSouth

Carolina hasbeen growing
fast andhas a"new de­
mographic that weneed to
beaware of.
"And it'sonly goingto

continue tobecome more
of amajority."
Echoingthe anti­union

rhetoric of Haley,Temple­
ton accusedorganized
labor ofusing "dishonor­
able" tacticsintrying to
penetrate the "greenfield"

stateof SouthCarolina,
which historically hashad
oneof thelowest union­

ization ratesinthe
country.
Shealso urged

employers tomake
surethey're com­
municating with
employees and
treating them with
respect.
Templeton later

told The GreenvilleNews
that residentswho had
lived inSouthCarolina
fiveyears or less account­
ed for 9percentof those
who respondedto the
survey.
Shesaidthat she was

not atliberty to disclose
allof the survey results.
Templeton is aWofford

College graduate who
workedfor Milliken &Co.

inSpartanburgbefore
joining OgletreeDeakins,
alabor lawfirmwith
Greenvilleorigins.
While atOgletree Dea­

kins,she helpedrepresent
management whenthe
United AutoWorkers tried
unsuccessfullytoorganize
theNissan factoryin
Smyrna,Tennessee.
Atleast fourOgletree

Deakinslawyers were
among thosewho heard
Templeton speak Wednes­
day.
Templeton is currently

presidentof Brawley Tem­
pleton LLC, aconsultancy
inCharleston.
Beforetaking the podi­

um, Templeton confirmed
that sheis thinking about
runningfor governor as a
Republican.

Templeton
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CASEOF THEBLUES

SC'sred­statestatus
challenges liberals
Those whostandin the

minority sayan influxof
youngpeople could
energizetheDemocratic
Party.
BY BRIANNA SPAUSE
Special toThe Island Packet
and The BeaufortGazette
Whenthe lights turn

low,astar­studdedlineup
of speakers inspires pas­
sionand over 50,000
Democrats joinforcesto
unite their party, there's
noplace Melissa Watson
would rather be.
"It'sintimate," the

SouthCarolina delegate
saidabout the Democratic
National Convention in
Philadelphia this week.
"When you're inared
state, youneedthis."
Watson, an ArmyRe­

serve veteranand 2ndvice
chair of theS.C. Demo­
craticParty, saidsheand
her fellowSouth Car­
olinians areheading home
fromthe conventionto
face afamiliar challenge
­being blue inared
state.
Watsonsaidshe has

always stood onthemi­
nority side ­as awoman,
an African­American and
aDemocrat inthe stateof
SouthCarolina, whichhas
been under Republican­
majority control since
2003.
"It'salways hard to

stand outand say that I
have a differentset of
values," Watsonsaid."But

youhave todo whatyou
have todo because it feels
right, andat the endof the
day, it comesout inthe
wash."
AmongSouth Carolina's

seven congressional dis­
trictsand twoSenateseats
inthe federal government,
the sole Democratis Rep.
Jim Clyburn. Onthe state
level, Republicans also
have majority control at
the Statehousein Colum­
bia.
Withaminorityrule,

State Party ChairJamie
Harrison saidit is difficult
topass legislation hesays
is crucial tothe well­being
of thestate.
"Enough isenough,"

Harrison said, asrallied
the state's delegatesat
Wednesday's breakfast
toward hisgoal of turning
the stateblue.
"You have tostart from

somewhere; that's theway
I look at it," Harrison said.
"We'rejust tiredof being
tired. Ourroads are falling
apart.Our schools are
crumbling. There'sthou­
sands ofpeople whodon't
have health care. Hospi­
tals are being closedin
areas that have had hospi­

tals for generations."
The party hashad a

little successnegotiating
budget impasses, likethe
roads billfromthe past
legislative session that is
awaiting RepublicanGov.
Nikki Haley'ssignature.
The $4 million billallo­

cates fundstoreplace 400
bridges, repairthe Mid­
land's "Malfunction Junc­
tion"and giveHaley more
control ofthe Transporta­
tion Department.The
budget accounts for 10
percent ofthe funds need­
ed torepairthe state's
public roads.
"We'retired of this,"

Harrison said."These are
basic necessitiesthat the
people ofSouth Carolina
are notenjoying at this
time. Allof those things
couldbesolved ifwe had
visionary leadershiptodo
it."
For delegate Brady

Quirk­Gavin, being bluein
a redstatepresents an
opportunity. Evenif the
Democrats inSouthCar­
olinado notholdthe ma­
jority, Quirk­Gavinsaid
they have alarge responsi­
bility inthe political
sphere.

"When youhave a state
like SouthCarolina that's
so dominated byRepub­
licans,the rhetoric gets
blown out ofproportion,"
Quirk­Gavin said."Atthe
end ofthe day,if allpeo­
ple hearare right­wing
talking points,they be­
lieve that'sfact.One of
the thingsthat we as
Democrats must dois
pushback onthat and say
what'sover the line or
incorrect."
Watsonsaidthe solu­

tion tothe partisan battle
that dominates thePal­
metto Statelies inits
youth.As a secondary
schoolteacher, she sees
the potentialof thestate's
young peopletoenergize
the Democratic Partyinto
an effective force.
"Bringing inyoung

people fostersenergy, and
they canget things done
that maybe an experi­
enced politician can't,"
Watsonsaid."Young peo­
ple needto understand
that they'regoing toin­
herit this messor,on the
flip side, theycan inherita
good thing.They have to
have a seatat the table
now."
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What's a
redstate?
Mainstreammedia
shorthand definespartisan
politics inits statesoneof
two ways­red orblue.

A redstate, likeSouth
Carolina,is controlled by a
Republicanmajority. Ina
bluestate,on the other
hand ­likeCalifornia ­
Democratshold the
majority.

BRIANNASPAUSE Special to The Island Packetand The BeaufortGazette

Democrats arebathed inbluelightwhileawaiting speakersonthefinal nightof the
Democratic NationalConventioninPhiladelphia.
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Mercedes­Benz breaks ground on plant
BRUCE SMITH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NORTH CHARLES­
TON, S.C. ­ Prompted by
growing North American
demand for its vans, Mer­
cedes­Benz Vans broke
ground Wednesday on a
new $500 million U.S. as­
sembly plant in South
Carolina.
The site is next to an

existing plant where, for
the past decade, the com­
pany has put Sprinter
vans made in Germany
back together after be­
ing disassembled and
shipped to this country
because of the high du­
ties on importing fin­
ished vehicles.
"The logistics process

is a nightmare," Volker
Mornhinweg, the head of
Mercedes­Benz Vans, told
reporters.
In the existing factory

the parts and bodies of
the vans, shipped
through the Port of
Charleston, are reassem­
bled in a process that
takes four to five hours.
During the past dec­

ade, Mercedes­Benz Vans

has been gauging the
North American market
for its vans. Last year the
company delivered 28,600
vans to customers in the
United States, an increase
of 11 percent over 2014.
After Germany, the

United States is the larg­
est market for the vans.

"Now the time is mature
that we can build a full­
fledged facility here for
the North American mar­
ket," Mornhinweg said.

The new plant will add
more than 1 million
square feet to the exist­
ing 400,000 square­foot
facility. It is expected to
employ 1,300 workers
and the company says it
should mean 400 addi­
tional jobs for parts sup­
pliers in the area.
Mornhinweg said that

in addition to growing de­
mand, the company se­
lected North Charleston
because it already has
200 trained workers and
owned property to ex­
pand at the site.

He said for competitive

reasons, the company was
not announcing exactly
when the plant will open
or how many vans it will
produce each year.
Gov. Nikki Haley,

who appeared with U.S.
Sen. Lindsey Graham
and other state and local
officials are the event,
thanked the company.
"We will keep you

ahead of schedule," she
said. "There is nothing
you will ever want or need
that the people in the state
of South Carolina won't
deliver because you have
made a sacrifice. Because
of your $500 million in­
vestment, 1,300 families
will now be able to thank
you."
Volvo Cars is building a

plant just up Interstate 26
from the Mercedes plant
and expects to employ
2,000 workers there dur­
ing the next decade. BMW
already employs about
8,000 workers at its as­
sembly plant in upstate
South Carolina

BRUCE SMITH/AP

Mercedes­Benz says its first vans will roll off the assembly
line in North Charleston, S.C., by the end of the decade.
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CASEOF THEBLUES

SC'sred­statestatus
challenges liberals
Those whostandin the

minority sayan influxof
youngpeople could
energizetheDemocratic
Party.
BY BRIANNA SPAUSE
Special toThe Island Packet
and The BeaufortGazette

Whenthe lights turn
low,astar­studdedlineup
of speakers inspires pas­
sionand over 50,000
Democrats joinforcesto
unite their party, there's
noplace Melissa Watson
would rather be.
"It'sintimate," the

SouthCarolina delegate
saidabout the Democratic
National Convention in
Philadelphia this week.
"When you're inared
state, youneedthis."
Watson, an ArmyRe­

serve veteranand 2ndvice
chair of theS.C. Demo­
craticParty, saidsheand
her fellowSouth Car­
olinians areheading home
fromthe conventionto
face afamiliar challenge
­being blue inared
state.
Watsonsaidshe has

always stood onthemi­
nority side ­as awoman,
an African­American and
aDemocrat inthe stateof
SouthCarolina, whichhas
been under Republican­
majority control since
2003.
"It'salways hard to

stand outand say that I
have a differentset of
values," Watsonsaid."But

youhave todo whatyou
have todo because it feels
right, andat the endof the
day, it comesout inthe
wash."
AmongSouth Carolina's

seven congressional dis­
trictsand twoSenateseats
inthe federal government,
the sole Democratis Rep.
Jim Clyburn. Onthe state
level, Republicans also
have majority control at
the Statehousein Colum­
bia.
Withaminorityrule,

State Party ChairJamie
Harrison saidit is difficult
topass legislation hesays
is crucial tothe well­being
of thestate.
"Enough isenough,"

Harrison said, asrallied
the state's delegatesat
Wednesday's breakfast
toward hisgoal of turning
the stateblue.
"You have tostart from

somewhere; that's theway
I look at it," Harrison said.
"We'rejust tiredof being
tired. Ourroads are falling
apart.Our schools are
crumbling. There'sthou­
sands ofpeople whodon't
have health care. Hospi­
tals are being closedin
areas that have had hospi­

tals for generations."
The party hashad a

little successnegotiating
budget impasses, likethe
roads billfromthe past
legislative session that is
awaiting RepublicanGov.
Nikki Haley'ssignature.
The $4 million billallo­

cates fundstoreplace 400
bridges, repairthe Mid­
land's "Malfunction Junc­
tion"and giveHaley more
control ofthe Transporta­
tion Department.The
budget accounts for 10
percent ofthe funds need­
ed torepairthe state's
public roads.
"We'retired of this,"

Harrison said."These are
basic necessitiesthat the
people ofSouth Carolina
are notenjoying at this
time. Allof those things
couldbesolved ifwe had
visionary leadershiptodo
it."
For delegate Brady

Quirk­Gavin, being bluein
a redstatepresents an
opportunity. Evenif the
Democrats inSouthCar­
olinado notholdthe ma­
jority, Quirk­Gavinsaid
they have alarge responsi­
bility inthe political
sphere.

"When youhave a state
like SouthCarolina that's
so dominated byRepub­
licans,the rhetoric gets
blown out ofproportion,"
Quirk­Gavin said."Atthe
end ofthe day,if allpeo­
ple hearare right­wing
talking points,they be­
lieve that'sfact.One of
the thingsthat we as
Democrats must dois
pushback onthat and say
what'sover the line or
incorrect."
Watsonsaidthe solu­

tion tothe partisan battle
that dominates thePal­
metto Statelies inits
youth.As a secondary
schoolteacher, she sees
the potentialof thestate's
young peopletoenergize
the Democratic Partyinto
an effective force.
"Bringing inyoung

people fostersenergy, and
they canget things done
that maybe an experi­
enced politician can't,"
Watsonsaid."Young peo­
ple needto understand
that they'regoing toin­
herit this messor,on the
flip side, theycan inherita
good thing.They have to
have a seatat the table
now."
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What's a
redstate?
Mainstreammedia
shorthand definespartisan
politics inits statesoneof
two ways­red orblue.

A redstate, likeSouth
Carolina,is controlled by a
Republicanmajority. Ina
bluestate,on the other
hand ­likeCalifornia ­
Democratshold the
majority.

BRIANNASPAUSE Special to The Island Packetand The BeaufortGazette

Democrats arebathed inbluelightwhileawaiting speakersonthefinal nightof the
Democratic NationalConventioninPhiladelphia.

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 7Publication Date: 07/29/2016

SC'sred­statestatus challenges liberals
BY BRIANNA SPAUSE Special toThe Island Packet and The BeaufortGazette

62.62 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 2

65006-07-29_7001.pdf

County: Beaufort



Aiken's Camden Riviere honored
BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND

ccleveland@aikenstandard.com
Camden Riviere, 2016 Real Tennis

World Champion, received a warm
tribute in Aiken Thursday for his re­
cent accomplishments.
So much so, he admitted it didn't hit

him until he came back home, where
he was introduced to the sport.
"I've been asked a lot lately how

it feels to accomplish this goal and
I've been struggling to come up with
an answer; a lot of it was because it
hadn't quite hit me yet," he said after
thanking the room of guests at Aiken
Municipal Conference Center.
"I realized it wasn't going to be until

I got down here and celebrated this
moment with y'all that it was going to
be complete ... It wasn't until this mo­
ment that it's really felt complete, until

it's really felt like I had became the
actual champion."
The left­handed player Riviere is

the ?rst American in ?2 years to win
Singles World Championship of Court
Tennis and currently holds titles in
Singles and Doubles World Champi­
onships and Singles and Doubles U.S.
and British Open Championships.
Court tennis is played in four coun­

tries – the United States, France,
Australia and England, said Jeremy
Wintersteen, president of the U.S.
Court Tennis Association.
In May, Riviere beat Australian Rob

Fahey, who held the title since 1???.
"There's a lot of strategy, there's just

a lot of things to master before you be­

come really good at court tennis and
Camden has ?nally put it all together,
and he's just an incredible package in
terms of being an athlete in the game
of court tennis," Wintersteen said.
"He's probably the quickest player in
court tennis. He's got incredible eye
and incredible foot work."
Riviere, born in Charleston, was

raised in Aiken and attended Aiken
Preparatory and Aiken High School
and played tennis at both schools. He
is also a member at the Aiken Tennis
Club, which brings players to the City
for tournaments.
When attending Aiken Prep, he said

he was able to walk to the club every
day and play and said Aiken High
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was able to accommodate him
while he traveled on the ama­
teur circuit throughout high
school.
Riviere told the Aiken Stan­

dard his connection to Aiken
is something that made Thurs­
day meaningful. The dozens
in attendance – including City
and County leaders, former
school teachers, family and
coaches – were on their feet
after watching a short video
of him playing and winning in
the sport.
"Most of the people in the

room here, helped me along in
some way. It didn't really hit
me until I got down here how
important it was to me that I

am from Aiken and that every­
body was here today," Riviere
said. "I'm kind of up North
and travel a lot and do a lot of
things, but this is my home. I
always plan on coming back
to South Carolina, no matter
where I go."
In honor of Riviere, Mayor

Rick Obson proclaimed Au­
gust racquet sports month
citywide. Osbon said the City
has incredible athletes and
"incredible people represent­
ing us.
"We've long had a rich tradi­

tion in court tennis. I just have
to tell you, Camden, as one of
our own, this is a huge honor
not just for you but the City
shares this with you," he said.
Representing Aiken County,

Council member Andrew Sid­
ers said there are a lot things
that make America great –
including leaders and sports
legends.
"And (Riviere), you're right

up there with them," Siders
said.
During Thursday's event,

coach Dacre Stoker presented
Riviere a proclamation on be­
half of Gov. Nikki Haley and
Stephanie Biddle Pendarvis,
representing U.S. Rep. Joe
??????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????
over the U.S. Capitol.
Sen. Tom Young and Rep.

Bill Taylor, of the Aiken Coun­
ty Legislative Delegation, also
presented him recognitions on
behalf of the S.C. Senate and

House.
Riviere told the newspaper

his current goal is continue
to be World Champion. The
next challenge is in two years
and he will start preparing in
around six months.
Until then, he's back on the

pro tour. July and August are
his only months off from tour­
naments before a full schedule
that goes through September
to June.
"(I'm) just going straight

back into it, trying to keep
winning and keep representing
the game," he said.

Christina Cleveland is the
county government reporter
at the Aiken Standard.
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STAFF PHOTO BY CHRISTINA CLEVELAND

Camden Riviere, Aikenite and World Champion of Court Tennis, smiles while
signing autographs after being honored by the city of Aiken Thursday.
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Sen. Tom Young and Rep. Bill Taylor, of the Aiken County Leg­
islative Delegation, present Camden Riviere plaques from the
S.C. Statehouse.
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