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SC HOPE Scholarship

Any first-time entering SC resident who graduate from a SC high school or home school program
with a 3.0 cumulative grade point average will be eligible to receive up to $2,000 for the first-
year at an eligible four-year public or private institution.

Lottery Tuition Assistance

Students will receive up to the cost of tuition at a two-year public or technical institution.
Students attending a private institution will receive up to the maximum in-state tuition rate at a
two-year public institution.

Expanded LIFE Scholarship Program

Students who graduate from high school in 2002 will only need to meet two of three criteria to be
eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship: 1) 3.0 Cumulative Grade Point Average, 2) 1100 SAT or
24 ACT, or 3) top 30 percent of graduating class. Also, students will no longer be required to
graduate on or after May 1995 and will no longer be required to enrol! in college within two years
and three months.

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program

Applicants for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship must meet the stringent criteria of scoring at
least 1200 on the SAT (or equivalent ACT score), earning a 3.5 grade point average on a 4.0
scale, and ranking in the top five percent of their class. Palmetto Fellows may receive up to
$5000 per academic year towards the cost-of-attendance for the first baccalaureate degree at a
participating higher education institution in the State. From 1989 until 1995, the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education awarded an average of 40 scholarships each year. Since 1996
the Commission on Higher Education has awarded an average of 700 scholarships each year.
From the program’s inception in 1988, the Commission on Higher Education has awarded over
3800 Palmetto Fellows Scholarships.

Need-based Grants Program

The South Carolina General Assembly established the South Carolina Need-Based Grants
Program in 1996 to provide additional financial assistance to South Carolina’s neediest students.
Students are required to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form to
be considered for the Need-based Grant. The S.C. Higher Education Tuition Grants Commission
administers the program for students attending private institutions in South Carolina. For
students attending State institutions, the offices of financial aid administer the program.

For public institutions, full-time students may receive up to $2,500 per year and part-time
students may receive up to $1,250 per year. Recipients are eligible for a maximum of eight full-
time equivalent terms toward the first one-year certificate, the first associate degree or two-year
program leading to a baccalaureate degree, and/or the first baccalaureate degree.

Since 1996 the total amount allocated to the Need-based Grants Program has been approximately
$52.5 million with an average annual allocation of $12 million.




