
hildhood riends are proud of Haley's rise
ASSOCIATED PRESS
ORANGEBURG — The

people who grew up with South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley said
they are going to miss her when
she moves to New York City to
be the U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, but they are
proud to see how far she has
come.

Haley grew up in Bamberg
County andwentto high school
at Orangeburg Preparatory
Schools. On Wednesday she ac­
cepted President­elect Donald
Trump's request to serve as an
ambassador as long as the U.S.
Senate approves.
"I hate that we're going to lose

her in South Carolina, but I do
see her looking out for America
the same way. She'll also look
out for us the best way she can
— and as often as she can. She
never forgets where she comes
from," said Renee Jeffcoat, who

went to school with Haley in
Bamberg.
Jeffcoat, who is a special edu­

cation teacher in Bamberg, has
stayed close to Haley, even after­
Haley moved to Lexington, be­
came a state representative and
later governor for sixyears. Jef­
fcoat is currently a committee

member for Haley's nonprofit
organization, The Original Six
Foundation.
"She was a leader, a good

friend who was very loyal,
trustworthy and somebody

you really wanted to be
around. You always felt com­
fortablewith her, and she's still
that way today. She just tried
to make you feel at ease ... and
let you know that she really
cared about you," Jeffcoat told
The Times and Democrat of

Orangeburg.
Bamberg County Council­
man Trent Kinard also went

to school with the governor
and said he accomplishments
should help children in the
county's schools realize they
can be anything they want and
go anywhere they desire in life.
"We're all proud of her hon­

estly, but at the same time, some
people will be disappointed
that she's going to be unable to
finish her term as governor of
South Carolina," Kinard said.
Cox Industries CEO Michael
Johnson was a high school
classmate of Haley, and said he
has seen firsthand how hard
she works and how fast she

analyzes situations. Johnson ac­
cepted Haley's request he serve
as chairman of the State Work­
force Investment Board and

vice chairman of the Original
Six Foundation.

"She is a quick study and this
will serve her well in the ex­

tremely fluid ecosystem of glob­
al politics," Johnson said. "She
thinks about people first, and
that has served South Carolina
well. She will serve the citizens
of the United States well."

SC0148 Aiken Standard
Page Number: 5Publication Date: 11/25/2016

hildhood riends are proud of Haley's rise
ASSOCIATED PRESS
57.35 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Aiken, SC    Circulation: 19635

Page: 1

66000-11-25_5001.pdf

County: Aiken



JOHN RAOUX/AP PHOTO

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley speaks in Orlando, Fla. President­elect Donald Trump nominated Haley to be the next
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.
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Haley's support not as
sweeping as Trump states
Will it be a great day at the United

Nations?

Gov. Nikki Haley has done some great
things in this state, and some things not­so­great.
We were impressed by how she blended asser­
tiveness and serenity during Hurricane Matthew.
In a time when other governors typically resort
to rhetoric, Haley demonstrated she's an effective
communicator in crisis situations.

Haley in general has developed a reputation
for not being part of "the establishment," an
approach that propelled Donald Trump to
the presidency.
So we're not completely opposed to Mr.

Trump's choice of Haley to become a U.N.
ambassador, though she lacks foreign policy
experience. Plus Trump's assertion that Haley
is "one of the most universally respected gov­
ernors in the country" contradicts not only her
record, but also his own social media rants.
Haley doesn't enjoy sweeping support from

members of the S.C. General Assembly,
who've on occasion banded together to over­
ride some of her more baffling vetoes.
Readers may recall how in May state law­

makers voted to override Haley's veto of pro­
viding $40 million in aid to South Carolina
farmers following the October 2015 floods.
Thankfully, the General Assembly, including

members of the Aiken County legislative
delegation, voted to override the governor's veto.

Haley further ruffled Republican feathers dur­
ing the June 2016 primary season when her polit­
ical advocacy group campaigned heavily against
fellow GOP Sens. Hugh Leatherman, R­Florence
and Luke Rankin, R­Myrtle Beach. Both veteran
lawmakers went on to win re­election.

And, of course, who can forget the Trump­
Haley social media food fight, when the gov­
ernor dismissively responded with "bless your
heart" after the president­elect tweeted that
S.C. residents are "embarrassed" by Haley?
The primary responsibility of a U.N. ambas­

sador is to represent U.S. interests. While we
certainly think Haley cares about America,
her propensity to buck the system could prove
to be a liability not only during the confirma­
tion process, but also on the job.
While we have expressed concerns about aspects

of Haley's record, we are dismayed by comments
made to stories posted conservative news orga­
nizations focusing on her role in lowering the
Confederate battle flag from State House grounds.
These comments oppose Haley's appointment
because she pushed for the flag's removal.
Heritage vs. hate arguments have been de­

bated ad nauseam for years. Simply put, the
flag had to come down, and hanging the flag
issue over Haley's head is undeserved.
If anything, her role in lowering the flag boosts

herU.N. candidacy since she'dbe tasked with rep­
resenting the nation, not a subculture within it.
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PRESIDENTIALTRANSITION

Trumppicks S.C. Gov.
HaleyforUNambassador
BY VERABERGENGRUEN
AND ANITA KUMAR

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON

SouthCarolina Republican Gov.
Nikki Haley hasbeentapped to
serve asDonaldTrump'sU.S.
ambassador totheUnited Nations,
histransition team announced
Wednesday. The 44­year­old,who
is inhersecond andfinal term,has
accepted theposition.
Despite herlack of directfor­

eignpolicy experience, Trump said
hechoseHaley becauseshe is"a
proven dealmaker"whowill bea
"great leaderrepresenting us on
the worldstage."
"Governor Haley hasaproven

track recordofbringing people
together regardlessof background

or partyaffiliation tomovecritical
policies forward,"the president­
electsaidin astatement on
Wednesday.

The announcementof Haley's
nominationwas quicklyfollowed
bythat of asecond woman,
school­choiceactivist and billion­
aire BetsyDeVos, tolead the
EducationDepartment. DeVos,
fromMichigan, isalongtimead­
vocate forcharter schoolsand
schoolvouchers.
While somecheered Haley's

selection, theDeVos choicefaced
criticism even beforeit was for­
mallyannounced Wednesday,The

Associated Pressreported.Conser­
vatives warned that DeVos,along­
time Republicandonor, previously
supported the CommonCore edu­
cationstandards that Trump railed
against duringthe campaign.
Haley'sappointment marks

several firsts.
If confirmed bythe Senate,

Haley would bethefirst personto
enter therole with noprevious
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Haley's national reputation is that of
healer­in­chief.13A
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HALEY
foreignpolicy or diplomatic
experience.Current U.N.
Ambassador Samantha Pow­
er servedonPresidentBa­
rackObama's National
SecurityCouncil, working as
aspecial assistant tothe
president andsenior direc­
torfor multilateralaffairs
andhuman rights.Herpred­
ecessor SusanRice,like
many ambassadorstothe
U.N. beforeher, spent part
of hercareeras adiplomat.
Trump'sspokesmanJason

MillercitedHaley'shandful
of"tradeandrecruitment
missions"todrawforeign
companiestoSouthCarolina
whenaskedbyreporters
aboutherdiplomaticqual­
ificationsonWednesday.

Sen.LindseyGraham,
R­S.C.alsopointedouther
husband'stourinAfghan­
istanwiththeS.C.National
Guard."I'mconfidentshe
willbeastrongvoicefor
reformandstandforAmer­
icanintereststhroughoutthe
world,"hesaid.
SouthCarolina Democrat­

icPartychair Jaime Harri­
sonsaidhehopes Haley "is
aquick study."
"Imust note withconcern

that everysingle previous
U.N.Ambassador came to
thejob with previousforeign
policy experience,which
GovernorHaley lacks,"he
saidinastatement.
Democratson theSenate

ForeignRelations Commit­

teesaid theywould take a
carefullook at Haley'squal­
ifications.
"GovernorHaleydeserves

fair,thoroughscrutinybefore
takingonthisimportant
role,"Sen.ChrisCoons,
D­Del.,saidonWednesday.
"Ilookforwardtodigging
intoGov.Haley'srecord,
experience,andqualifica­
tions."
At thispoint Haleyshould

haveno troublebeing con­
firmed bythe Senate.
Sen.Tim Kaine, D­Va.,

Hillary Clinton's running
mate andamemberof the
Senate ForeignRelations
Committee, saidherlead­
ership inSouth Carolinahad
prepared her for thepost.

"As aformer Governor,I
believethat GovernorHa­
ley's executive experience
would serve herwell inthe
challenging roleof negotiat­
ing withall United Nations
member states,"hesaid ina
statement.
If confirmed,Haley would

move toNewYork Cityfor
her newjob.She wouldhave
the optionof livingat the
U.N. ambassador residence,
which is asuite ofrooms on
the 42nd floor ofthe Wal­
dorf­Astoria Hotelleased by
the StateDepartment.
The daughter of Indian

Sikh immigrants,Haley was
the firstwoman andthe first
minority picked for aCabi­
net­level postinTrump's
administration.
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CLIFF OWEN AP

President­electDonaldTrump says
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley, hischoice for
U.S. ambassadorto the United
Nations, has accepted hisoffer.
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TRUMP'SUNPICK

Haley's reputation is healer­in­chief
BY SEANNAADCOX

The AssociatedPress

COLUMBIA

Gov.NikkiHaleyhasde­
velopedanationalreputation
asaracialconciliatorwholed
thechargetobringdownthe
ConfederateflagattheState­
houseandguidedSouth
Carolinathroughoneofits
darkestmoments,themas­
sacreatablackchurch.
Now the 44­year­old

American­borndaughter of
Indianimmigrants is about
totake herrole as thestate's
healer­in­chief toaworld
stage, asU.N. ambassador.
On Wednesday,Haley

becamethe firstwoman and
firstminority chosenby
President­electDonald
Trump forhis Cabinet.
If theSenate confirmsher,

shecould findherselfinthe
awkwardposition ofbeing
the internationalvoicefor
an administration that has
belittled theUnited Nations,
promisedto buildawall
alongthe Mexicanborder
andendeared itself tothe
alt­rightmovement,even
thoughTrump hasrepudiat­
ed suchgroups.
Haley mayhaveoffered a

glimpse Tuesdayofhow she
will approach thejob.
"Faithwith actionand

kindnessand lovewill al­

ways takeus where wewant
togo," the Republicangov­
ernor saidatEmanuel AME
ChurchinCharleston,
whereawhite mangunned
down nineblack parishion­
ers inJune2015.
Haley drewwidepraise

for herleadership after the
attack,as sheconveyedthe
state's grief andsuccessfully
led callstobringdown the
Confederateflag that had
flownonthe Statehouse
grounds for54 years. The
shootingsweremotivated by
"pure hate,"she saidthen,
andwill "foreverchange the
wayIlive mylife."
OnTuesday, churches

acrossthe statehonored
Haley'srequest for prayer
vigils amidthe nearlysimul­
taneous murdertrialsof the
defendantinthe church
massacreand awhite form­
erpolice officeraccused of
fatallyshooting a black
motoristinthe back.
Herhandling ofthe racial­

lycharged eventsbolstered
hernationalimage, said
longtimeGOP operative
RichardQuinn.
"Itbecame anational

example of howyoucan
deal with racialissues

peacefully,"hesaid.
OthercrisesHaleyhas

grappledwithincludehistoric
floodingin2015,anele­
mentaryschoolshootinglast
September,HurricaneMat­
thewlastmonthandwildfires
thatcontinuetorageinthe
state'snorthwesterncorner.
Born Nimrata NikkiRand­

hawa inruralBamberg,S.C.,
Haley was raisedaSikh. She
says sheconverted toChris­
tianity before marryingher
husband, Michael, in1996.
Theyhave twochildren.
Haley has recalledthat as

a youngster, sheand her
sisterwere disqualifiedfrom
the segregatedLittle Miss
Bamberg Pageant because
organizerscouldn't figure
out whetherthe girlsshould
compete inthewhite or the
black contest.
Haley,the secondU.S.

governor ofIndian heritage,
is thefirst SouthCarolina
governor who isnot awhite
man. Sheis alsothe nation's
youngestgovernor.
Shebrings limitedin­

ternational experienceto
oneof theU.S. govern­
ment's mostimportantin­
ternational assignments.
Almostall ofher exposure

onthe worldstage hasbeen
inpursuitof luring jobsto
SouthCarolina.
Michelin,Bridgestone,

Continental,Trelleborg and
GitiTire allhaveannounced
newor expandedoperations
inrecentyears,bolstering
SouthCarolina'sreputation
asthe nation's tirecapital.
Hertripsabroad tolure

jobsinclude a2015 secretive
triptoSweden, whichwas
followedweeks later byan
announcementthat Volvo
wouldbuild itsfirstU.S.
auto plant inSouthCarolina
inexchange for morethan
$200million instate in­
centives.
In2014,Haleytookan

economicdevelopmenttrip
toIndia,herfirstvisittoher
parents'nativecountrysince
shewas2.Herparentsemi­
gratedfromIndiaintheearly
1960s.
Haley graduated from

ClemsonUniversity in1994
with an accounting degree.
But shesays herbusiness
experience started at age13,
when she becamethebook­
keeper of herfamily's cloth­
ing store, ajobshe returned
to aftercollege.
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Haley's legacywill include
responses to shootings
andnaturaldisasters
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com
S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley

rose fromapoliticalnew­
comer inher firsttermas
governor todominating
nationalheadlinesfor her
handling of statetrage­
dies.
The announcement

Wednesday that Haley
will benominatedfor U.N.
ambassador byPresident­
electDonald Trump
means Haley'sS.C. legacy
is drawing toaclose ­for
now, at least.
Haley,aBambergnative

andthe daughter of Indian
immigrants, wasastate
representativein 2010
when shebeat outmore
well­known Republicans
inthat year'sgubernato­
rial primary. Thatfall, she
was elected thestate's
firstfemale andminority
governor.
Haley,44,hasbeen

recognized for hercom­
passionatehandling of
statetragedies ­signinga
billrequiring police offi­
cerstowear body cameras
after awhite NorthChar­
leston officerwas charged
with fatally shooting a
black motorist,andsuc­
cessfully pushing tore­
movethe Confederateflag
fromthe StateHouse
grounds afterthe shoot­
ingsat EmanuelAME
Churchin Charleston.
Herlegacywill include

industry recruitment,most

notablySwedish carmaker
VolvotoBerkeley County
andGiti Tireof Singapore
toChesterCounty. Both
companies arebuilding
majormanufacturing
plants.
Still, Haley didn't al­

ways buildbridges, espe­
ciallywith legislators,with
whomshe oftenclashed.

BECOMING GOVERNOR
Justsix years ago,Haley

was alittle­known state
representative fromLex­
ington.
"South Carolinians

bestowedupon methe
greatest honorof mylife,"
Haley saidinWednes­
day's statement."They
tookachance onalittle­
known,38­year­old, mi­
nority, femalegovernor –
somethingour statehad
neverdone before.Iwill
beforever grateful, andI
expectIwill neveragain
receiveahigherhonor."
Inthe GOP primary that

year,an endorsement by
former AlaskaGov.Sarah
PalinhelpedHaley win
the most votes­44.9
percent. Shehandilywon
the runoffwith 65percent
of thevotesagainst former
U.S. Rep.Gresham Bar­
rett.
Haley wenton tobeat

DemocraticSen.Vincent
Sheheen ofKershaw
Countyinthe general

election, makinghistory as
SouthCarolina's first
minority andfemale gov­
ernor.
Haley later facedan

ethicsinvestigation into
whether shemisusedher
positionas astate repre­
sentative whileconsulting
with the WilburSmith
engineering firm.Those
ethicscharges wereeven­
tuallydismissed bythe
stateSupremeCourt.
In2014,Haley again

beat Sheheeninthe gener­
al electionwith amargin
of morethan14 percent­
age points.Haley won
re­electionlargely by
securingout­of­state do­
nations, makingeducation
apriority, and focusingon
economicdevelopment.

'JOBS GOVERNOR'
Justlast week, Haley's

office announced aneco­
nomicdevelopment mile­
stone. A companycom­
mittedto creatingjobsin
McCormickCounty, the
final county tolandaddi­
tional jobsduringher
administration.
"We madeSouth Car­

olina'seconomicdevel­
opment theenvy of the
nationand broughtnew
jobs toeverycounty,"
Haley saidinher state­
ment Wednesday.
Lewis Gossett, ofthe

S.C. ManufacturersAlli­

ance, saidthat when Ha­
ley tookoffice in2011,she
confrontedthe lingering
effectsof the GreatReces­
sion, which hit allof South
Carolina'sindustries hard.
"She was andhasbeen

oneheck of asalesperson
for the stateofSouth Car­
olina,"he said.

LEGACYOF HANDLING
TRAGEDIES
Haley's administration

will perhapsberemem­
bered most forher hand­
lingof several tragedies.
InJune2015,South

Carolina wasrocked by
the killingsof nineblack
worshipers at Emanuel
AME ChurchinChar­
leston,allegedly bya
white supremacist,Dylann
Roof ofColumbia.
Inresponse, Haley

called forremoving the
Confederateflag fromthe
StateHouse grounds.
Afteran emotional debate,
the GeneralAssembly
agreed.Afewmonths
later, Haley led thestate's
response tohistoric flood­
inginseveral areas,in­
cluding theMidlands.
Lastmonth, weather

again ravagedparts of
South Carolinawhen Hur­
ricane Matthewblew
down treesandflooded
many areasalong the
coast andinthe Pee Dee.
"Ourstate hasalso
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persevered throughsome
of themost difficult
times,"Haley saidin
Wednesday'sstatement.
"Nature damaged many of
us with the thousand­year
floodand HurricaneMat­
thew. Our hearts were
brokenfor those welost
when tragedy struck...
Yet throughit all,the
greatness ofour people
overcame those tragedies,
even coming togetherto
healthe oldwounds repre­
sented bythe Confederate
Flag onthe StateHouse

grounds."

RELATIONSHIPWITH
THE LEGISLATURE
As governor,Haley has

often clashedwith state
lawmakers.
Inher firstterm,Haley

gave lawmakersreport
cards. Shealso once told a
real estategroup to"take
a goodshower"after vis­
iting theState House, and
she oftentakes toher
Facebookpage tourge
lawmakerstovoteacer­
tain wayonlegislation.

Thisyear,she targeted
three sittingstatesenators
intheir primaries, success­
fully oustingone. That
effort included an un­
successful campaign
against Senateleader
HughLeatherman, R­
Florence.
Inan indication that

Haley's prioritieswould
havelittle weight inher
last twoyears inoffice,
Leatherman at hisprimary
night victory celebration
referredto Haleyas not
justalame duck,but a

"dead duck."
StillS.C. politicians

were singingHaley's
praisesWednesday. State
Rep. ToddRutherford,
D­Richland,who hasoften
criticizedHaley's stances,
applauded her."We've
watched asshe dealtwith
companies anddealt with
the media(duringtrage­
dies) and alwaysput a
positive spinon South
Carolina andseemingly
put SouthCarolina'sin­
terest aboveherown,"
Rutherford said.

MATTWALSH/THE STATE

Gov. NikkiHaley sits in herofficebeneath a paintingof a South Carolina beach and discussesHurricane Matthewdays
afterthe stormtore throughthe state.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Haley, flanked by former governorsDick Riley, Jim Hodgesand David Beasley, andfamily membersof thenine slain at
a Charlestonchurch, signsabillto remove theConfederateflag from theStateHouse grounds.
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Haleychosento be
Trump's UNambassador
SouthCarolina's governorwill bethe next

ambassadortothe United Nations, according toa
DonaldTrump transitionofficial.Nikki Haley willtake
thejob in thenew Republicanadministration.

BY VERABERGENGRUEN

AND ANITA KUMAR

McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON

SouthCarolina Gov.
Nikki Haley'sappoint­
ment asU.N. ambassador
marksseveral firsts.
The daughter ofIndian

Sikhimmigrants, the44­
year­oldis thefirst wo­
manand thefirstminority
picked for aCabinet­level
post inPresident­elect
DonaldTrump'sadminis­
tration.
If confirmedby the

Senate, Haley wouldbe
the firstpersonto enter
the rolewith nodirect
previous foreignpolicy
experience.CurrentU.N.
ambassadorSamantha
PowersservedonPresi­
dent BarackObama's
National SecurityCouncil,
working asaspecial as­
sistant tothe president
andsenior directorfor
multilateralaffairs and
humanrights. Her prede­
cessor SusanRice,like
manyambassadors tothe
U.N. beforeher, spent
partof hercareer asa

diplomat.
Haley'sinternational

experiencecenterson her
work with foreigncompa­
niestoattractcommerce
andeconomicdevelop­
ment toSouthCarolina.
Her husbandserveda
year inAfghanistan with
the SouthCarolinaNa­
tional Guard.
Another first–Haley's

appointment marksa
turning pointinTrump's
transition,which upto
nowhasmainly focused
onrewarding the loyalty
ofthose who supported
hisWhite Housebid.
The SouthCarolinian

wascritical ofTrump
duringthe presidential
campaign, even usingher
high­profile positiondeliv­
eringthe Republican State
ofthe Union response in
Januarytourgeher party
toresist"the sirencallof
the angriestvoices."
Haley also denounced

Trump'scalltotempo­
rarilyban Muslimsfrom

enteringthe U.S.,saying
inthe nationallytelevised
address,"No onewhois
willingtowork hard,
abide byourlaws andlove
ourtraditions shouldever
feelunwelcome inthis
country."
Trump hitback inhis

usualstyle, tweeting,
"Thepeople ofSouth
Carolinaare embarrassed
byNikki Haley!"
The governor endorsed

Sen.Marco Rubio, R­Fla.,
aheadof SouthCarolina's
Republican primaryin
Februarybeforeluke­
warmlysupporting the
Republican nominee.
"This electionhas

turnedmystomach upside
down,"she saidlast
month. "It hasbeenem­
barrassingfor both par­
ties. It's notsomething
that the countrydeserves,
but it'swhat we've got."
Haley,who traveledto

New Yorkfor aface­to­
face meetingwiththe
president­electlast week,

wasinitially saidtobe
under considerationfor
secretary ofstate.
Haley waselected

SouthCarolina'sfirst
female andminority gov­
ernorin2010. Shebe­
cameanationallyrecog­
nized figureafter her
steadyhandling of the
massshooting last year in
Charleston,where awhite
gunmankillednine black
parishioners,as wellas a
historic floodafew
monthslater.Afterthe
shooting,she convinced
the stateLegislature to
removethe Confederate
battle flagfrom the
groundsof the capitol.
BorninBamberg, Haley

graduatedfrom Clemson
University with abachelor
ofscience degreeinac­
counting.Sheserved in
the stateLegislature,
representing Lexington
County, before becoming
governor.
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CLIFF OWEN Associated Press

Gov. NikkiHaley
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WithMcMasterasgovernor, who
will beSC's second incommand?
BY CYNTHIAROLDÁN

croldan@thestate.com

Gov.Nikki Haley'sap­
pointment asU.N. ambas­
sadorsets upLt.Gov.
Henry McMastertotake
over the state'sexecutive
office.
Buta2014 constitu­

tional amendment,ap­
proved byvoters, raises
the questionof whowill
beSouth Carolina'snext
second­in­command.
"Ibelieve that thenew

law wouldrequire Gov.
McMastertochoose a
lieutenant governorand
thenhavethat person run
the Senate,"saidRep. Jim
Merrill, R­Berkeley.
"Theentire pointof the

legislation was tohavea
governor andalieutenant
governor runon thesame
ticket,and that wasto
start in2018,"Merrill
said."This speedsit up by
afew months,but it's not
really that much ofan
unexpectedchange."
Under that interpreta­

tion ofthe law,McMaster
would bethe firstlieuten­
antgovernor­turned­gov­
ernor instatehistorywho
would get topickhis suc­
cessor. McMaster, who

ranunsuccessfully for
governor inthe 2010 GOP
primary,has saidhewill
seek thegovernor's office
in2018.
Butotherstate legisla­

torsinterpret the lawdif­
ferently andarguethat it
was GeneralAssembly's
intenttohave those
changes takeeffectin
2018–notbefore then.
Former Pickens Sen.

LarryMartin, whoco­
sponsored the2014 law,
saidit doesnot affect the
current stateexecutive
office. He saideven ifthe
law isworded otherwise, it
was notthe Legislature's
intentto haveit takeef­
fectbefore 2018.
"Everybodyunderstood

that the changeswe were
voting onbecameeffec­
tive duringthe 2018gen­
eral election,"Martin said.
"What isset in stoneand
what isoperative is what
we passed... whichclearly
puts allof this inmotionin
the 2018election."
Currentstate lawcalls

for theSenate president
protempore toascend to
lieutenant governor ifthe
positionis vacant. Though

Sen.HughLeatherman,
R­Florence,holdsthat
position, the Senateis
expected toelectanew
president protempore
when the chamberreturns
Dec.6foran organiza­
tional session.
Citing previous instanc­

es inwhichthe Senate
president protemporehas
ascended tolieutenant
governor,House Judiciary
Chairman Rep.GregDel­
leney, R­Chester,also said
that commandstructure
should remainintact
through2018.
"Youcan takeit tocourt

andlet the courtdeter­
mine theintent ofthe
Legislature, butIthink it's
pretty clear,"Delleney
said.
"The oldlawwould

apply, wherethe president
protem ofthe Senate
automatically becomes the
lieutenant governor."
In2014,when then­Lt.

Gov.Glenn McConnell
resigned tobecome presi­
dent of theCollegeof
Charleston,then­Senate
PresidentProTempore
John Courson, R­Richland,
was set toascend. But

Courson, whodid not
wantto losehis Senate
seat,resigned the pro
temporeposition, trigger­
ingascuffleover who
would becomethe state's
next second­in­command.
Former DemocratYan­

ceyMcGill ultimately
volunteered tobecomethe
Senate's president pro
temporeand, consequent­
ly,lieutenant governor. He
was thefourth Senate
president protemporeto
becomelieutenant gover­
norsince 1870,according
tostaterecords.
Butthe office hasgone

vacant at least six timesin
itshistory, after lieutenant
governors succeeded gov­
ernors. The last vacancy
happened in1965,when
Robert McNairascended
togovernor but the Sen­
ate'spresident protempo­
re,Edgar Brown, declined
tobecome lieutenant
governor.
The last SouthCarolina

governor toresign was
DonaldS. Russell in1965.

Staff writerPaul
Osmundson contributed.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Gov. NikkiHaleydeliversherStateof theState addressin
2015 with Lt. Gov. HenryMcMasternearby.
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McMaster asgovernorand the2018 race
The 2018 GOPprimary wasexpected tobe crowded.Butnow, Lt. Gov. Henry

McMaster isto becomegovernor, meaninghe wouldrun asanincumbentin 2018.

BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com
The 2018GOP gu­

bernatorialfield was ex­
pectedtobecrowded,
with atleast a halfdozen
candidates.
Butif Gov.NikkiHaley

is confirmedas U.N. am­
bassador, oneofthose
potentialcandidates ­Lt.
Gov.Henry McMaster­
would runas anincum­
bentintwoyears. In­
cumbentshave thebenefit
ofname recognition, and
achallenger would face
an uphillbattle, especially
with McMasterhaving
twoyears experiencein
the role.
"Henrywas always

going tobeaformidable
candidate,"said stateSen.
Tom Davis,R­Beaufort,
addingMcMaster has
impeccableRepublican
credentials.
"Ifsomebody was going

torun,Ithinkthat their
plans arethe samenow,"
saidDavis, whowas a

chief ofstaff toformer
Gov.Mark Sanford.
Davis, whois apoten­

tial candidate,saidhe is
weighing whetherhecan
afford toput inthe time
necessary tosuccessfully
run for governor.He said
he willassess next spring.
Meanwhile, the first

candidate toofficially
announce a 2018bid ­
House Speaker ProTem­
pore TommyPope, R­
York ­saidhewouldn't
work against McMaster.
"I wanttodoanything I

can towork with himfor
the bettermentof this
state,"said Pope.Pope
added that hewould
watch asthings evolve
and seewhere heneedsto
bein2018.
Anotherpotential 2018

candidate,formerDepart­
mentof Health andEnvi­
ronmentalControl chief
CatherineTempletonof

Charleston,saidWednes­
day shehad plannedto
makeaformalannounce­
mentaboutthe governor's
raceinJanuary.
"Thisdoes notchange

that because Iwant to
servethe stateinwhatev­
ercapacity makesthe
mostsense,"Templeton
said.
Meanwhile,Templeton

couldrisein government
muchmore quicklyde­
pendingonhow McMas­
ter'sreplacement as lieu­
tenantgovernor ischosen.
On Wednesday,some

stateofficialssaidthey
believedMcMaster could
appointhis replacement
because ofa2014 state
constitutionalamendment
that allows thegovernor
andlieutenant governor
torunon thesameticket.
However,otherofficials
saythe Senate's president
protemporewould be­
comelieutenant governor.

Rumorscirculated that
ifMcMastercan choose
hisreplacement, hemight
selectTempleton.
ButTempletonwould

notsay ifshe hadbeen
approachedbyMcMaster
forthe job.
Meanwhile, otherpo­

tential 2018candidates
couldbeinlimbo, in­
cluding formerDemocrat­
icLt.Gov.YanceyMcGill,
whoswitched political
partiesto runintwoyears.
Other potentialcandi­

datesrumored tobein­
terested inrunning in­
clude: Columbiareal es­
tatedeveloper BillStern
andRepublican office­
holdersU.S. Rep.Mick
Mulvaney ofIndianLand;
U.S. Sen.TimScott of
Charleston;and Attorney
GeneralAlan Wilsonof
Lexington.

Staff writerCynthia
Roldancontributed.
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Trumpdiversifies
cabinet withlatestpicks
BYMARK LANDLERAND
MAGGIEHABERMAN
TheNew York Times

WASHINGTON
President­electDonald

Trumpnamed twopromi­
nentRepublican women
toCabinetposts on
Wednesday,recruiting
BetsyDeVos, aprominent
Republicanphilanthropist
andeducational activist,
aseducation secretary,
andGov.Nikki R.Haley
ofSouth Carolinaas am­
bassadortotheUnited
Nations.
Moving swiftlytodi­

versifyhis Cabinet,
Trumpwas also nearing
an announcementofBen
Carson,theretired neuro­
surgeon whoranan out­
sider's campaignfor the
Republicanpresidential
nomination, assecretary
ofhousing andurban
development.
DeVosand Haley would

bethe firstwomenin
Trump'sCabinet, while
Carsonwould bethe first
African­American.But
noneof these choices
suggestapresident­elect
whois reaching beyond
reliablyconservativecir­
clesfor hismajorpol­
icymakers.
A majorRepublican

fundraiserfromMichigan,
DeVos, 58, is apassionate
believerinschool choice,
asubject that sheand
Trumpdiscussed last
weekwhen shemet him
at hisgolf clubinBed­
minster, NewJersey. She
isamemberby marriage
ofthe DeVosfamily, the
foundersofAmway and
oneofthe largestcontrib­
utors totheMichigan

RepublicanParty.
"The statusquo inedu­

cationis notacceptable,"
DeVossaidinastate­
ment. "Together, wecan
work tomake transforma­
tionalchange that ensures
everystudent inAmerica
hasthe opportunityto
fulfill hisor herhighest
potential."
Lily Eskelsen Garcia,

presidentof the National
EducationAssociation,
criticizedthe selectionin
astatement emailedto
reporters,saying DeVos'
work over theyears had
"donemoreto undermine
publiceducation than
supportstudents."
"She haslobbied for

failed schemes, like
vouchers–whichtake
awayfunding andlocal
controlfrom ourpublic

schools–to fundprivate
schoolsat taxpayers'
expense,"Garcia said.
"Theseschemes donoth­
ingtohelp ourmost vul­
nerable students,while
they ignoreor exacerbate
glaringopportunity gaps."
Until Wednesday,

Trump'sappointments
had consistedof five
white men:Stephen K.
Bannonas chiefstrategist
inthe WhiteHouse, Rein­
cePriebus aschief of
staff,Sen.Jeff Sessions of
Alabama asattorneygen­
eral,Rep. MikePompeo
ofKansas as directorof
the CIA,and Lt.Gen.
MichaelT.Flynn asna­
tionalsecurity adviser.He
is rumoredtobeclose to
namingGen.James N.
Mattis as secretary of
defense.

DeVos

Carson
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Wildfiresprompt state
of emergencyinnorthern SC
GREENVILLE

Gov.Nikki Haley hasdeclaredastateofemer­
gency inPickens andGreenville countiesbecause
of agrowing wildfireinthe mountains.
The declaration allows thegovernor torequest

help fromthe NationalGuard and theState
Guard.
The wildfirehas burnedmore than9square

mileson PinnacleMountain.Officials say it start­
ed abouttwoweeks ago andis justover athird
contained.
The SouthCarolina Forestry Commission says

250 firefightersare fightingthe blazeand 60
moreare trying toclearout deadleaves and
branchesinfront of thefire totryand stopit from
spreading.
The areais inan exceptional droughtand there

is onlyaslightchanceof rainthrough theThanks­
givingweekend.

­THE ASSOCIATEDPRESS
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