
HURRICANEMATTHEW

Mostly empty school busesduring
evacuationcost state$1 million

Associated Press

COLUMBIA

SouthCarolina spent
nearly$1 million sending
300 schoolbuses toChar­
leston Countyonthe coast
duringHurricane Matthew
toevacuate residents,but
only24 ofthe buses were
used, stateeducation
recordsshow.
And the onlypeople

who rodethe busesto
inland shelters were resi­
dents of anursinghome,
according toinformation
fromthe stateEducation
Department obtained by
The Greenville News.
Fuel for thebuses,

meals and hotels forthe
driversand bus aides,the
cost ofateamfromthe
stateForestry Commis­
sionand other expenses
totaled $954,779. State
officials said they think
federal disaster money
should repay muchof that
cost.
Someresidents didgo to

NorthCharleston toget
onthe buses,but were
directed tolocalshelters
instead because of arule
that stated thebuses
couldn't beuseduntil
nearby shelters were at
least half full.
Gov.Nikki Haley touted

the busesfor a fewdays
after orderingevacuations
alongthe coast asthe

hurricane threatened. Her
spokeswoman, Chaney
Adams,said she wasrely­
ingoncounty information
andthe programwill now
bereviewed.
"When localrequests

for assistance come in,as
the stateprepares fora
storm, welisten tothe
needs oflocalofficials,"
Adams said."In the after­
mathof astorm, state
officials always consider
what workedand what

didn't,and that informs
what canbehandled bet­
ter duringthe next stateof
emergency."
Hurricane Matthew

killed fivepeople inSouth
Carolina, all connectedto
inland flooding from
heavyrains. Thestorm
killed 42peoplein the
U.S.,over half of themin
NorthCarolina, and more
than500people inHaiti.
Hurricane Matthewwas

aCategory 4 storm when

the governor ordered
evacuations, andofficials
had totake intoaccount
the possibilityof adirect
hit without any weak­
ening,Education Depart­
ment spokesman Ryan
Brown said.
"It would havebeena

much worse situationhad
we beenhit with amas­
sive hurricane andnot had
enough busesthere,"
Brown said.

MIC SMITH AP

Inthisfilephoto, Jay McAbee,abusdriverwiththe Greenvilleschooldistrict, waitsby
hisbusat theNorthCharlestonColiseumforwordwhentostartevacuatingpeople.
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ROCKHILL

Company
moving
from N.C.,
creating
83jobs
BY DAVIDTHACKHAM

dthackham@heraldonline.com
ROCK HILL
One ofthe nation's

largestmanufacturers of
curbadapters is slatedto
invest $4.8million and
create upto83 jobsby
building a50,000­square­
footdistribution center in
Rock Hill.

Crystal DistributionInc.
will relocate itsexisting
positions fromitsoper­
ations inCharlotte.The
new centerwill bebuilt in
the SouthCross Corporate
Center,nearthe
intersectionof North
Cherry andCelanese

roads inRock Hill.
John Gerold,chief fi­

nancial officerfor Crystal
Distribution,or CDI, said
inastatementthe new
facility willincrease the
company's manufacturing
space by40 percent.
CDI's center will bea

build­to­suitlight manu­
facturing anddistribution
facility.
Constructionis expect­

ed tobefinished inearly
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2017; hiringis expected to
begin later next year.
"Fromthe start, South

Carolina, YorkCounty
andthe Cityof Rock Hill
all welcomedus and
workedhard tomake this
project a reality,"Gerold
said inastatement.
"BeaconPartners and

their contractors have
been fantastic onfacility
planning, design andpro­
jectmanagement. Our
employees arecounting
down thedays untilthey
moveinto the new facility.

... (Itwill)allow us tobet­
ter serve ourcustomers in
the easternU.S. andCana­
da."
Curb adapters allow

broken or inefficient heat­
ingand coolingunits tobe
upgradedon commercial
building rooftops.
The CoordinatingCoun­

cilfor EconomicDevel­
opment hasapproved a
Set Asidegrant of
$300,000 toYorkCounty
toassistwith building
costs.

Gov.Nikki Haley and
S.C. Secretary ofCom­
merce BobbyHitt both
said inastatementthey
were lookingforward to
seeingthe company grow
inYorkCounty.
CDIalso haslocations

inDallas,Minneapolis and
Seattle.
Rock Hill MayorDoug

Echols said thenew facil­
ity will "bringvaluable
manufacturing jobstothe
area."
CDIboasts custom

manufacturing options,

includingsame­ and next­
day build, with a98per­
cent on­time deliveryrate.
"I'mconfident that CDI

will beabletobuildon
their tremendous record
of successhereinRock
Hill."

DavidThackham:
803­329­4066,
@dthackham
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Crystal Distribution Inc.website

CrystalDistributionInc.is expectedtoinvest $4.8million
andcreateup to83jobsinRockHill.
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K­12EDUCATION: FIX
POOR, RURAL
SCHOOLS
Afterwinningalawsuit

theyfiledintheearly
1990s,poor,ruralschools
areduemorestatesupport.
Some waystomake that

happen:

AChange theway the

statepays for public
schools, allowing poor
districts tobenefit from
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taxdollars paidbymajor
corporations.More rad­
ically, SouthCarolina
couldlook toequalize
schoolfunding statewide.
AEnsure that allstu­

dents –especially those in
poor, ruraldistricts –have
access totechnologyand
courses tohelp thempre­
pare for collegeor careers.
Somestudents inrural
districts nowtake standar­
dized testsusing pencil
andpaper because their
schools lackcomputers
andinternet access.
AHelppoorschool dis­

trictspay for new build­
ingswith technology, so
they donot havetode­
pend onweaklocal tax
basestoraise that money.
Gov. Haley hasproposed
the stateborrow $200
million ayear tohelp poor
districts pay for school
facilities.
APayteachers salaries

that compete withneigh­
boringstates, and help
poor, ruralschool districts
pay salaries that arecom­
petitive withwealthier
S.C. districts. Itwould cost
roughly$45million to
raise thestate's average
teachersalary uptothe
Southeasternaverage.
AThe statecouldcreate

–at acost of $547million
innew spending –apot of
money distributed todis­
trictsbased onthe stu­
dents they teach.The
money would mostlygo to

pay teachers.
AProvidemore support

toschool districtswhere
student achievement suf­
fers. Also,holdlocal
schoolboards accountable
for chronicallypoor stu­
dent achievement byen­
couraging or forcing col­
laboration andconsoli­
dation between districts.
The cost? Atleast $747

million.

ROADS:INCREASE THE
GAS TAX
Thestate'scrumbling

roadandbridgeinfrastruc­
turecouldputascreeching
halttoGov.Haley'ssuccess
atattractingnewjobsto
SouthCarolina.
Thusfar,Haleyhasin­

sistedshewouldapprove
highertaxestorepairroads
onlyifpassedwithoff­
settingtaxcutsthatwould
defundlargeswathsof
stategovernment,includ­
ingeducation.
But, aslegislators pre­

pare toreturntoColum­
bia, thepolitical windsare
shifting.
Haleyisasecond­term,

lame­duckgovernor,and
thelegislatorswhoreturn
toColumbiawillhavewon
electionorre­electionin
November,meaningthey
willnothavetofacevoters
–includingtheGOP'sno­
new­taxes,teapartywing–
againfortwoyears.
The Housealready has

shownit will pass ahigher
gas tax,having done so
last year.
The optionsare:
AIncrease thestate's

gas taxby20 cents agal­
lon.Even withthe in­
crease, SouthCarolina's
gas taxwould remain
lower thanthose of neigh­
boringstates. The increase
couldbephased ina4­
cent hikeevery twoyears
for adecade.
AIncrease other driver

fees, including the cost of
adriver's license. Dou­
bling the driver's license
fee, increasingthe cost of
a10­yearlicense from$25
to$50,would raise an
added $15 million ayear.
Legislators also could
target out­of­state tourists
bylevying aspecific hotel
fee, amoveGeorgia has
made.
AShed stateresponsi­

bility for about 20,000
milesof localroads, in­
cluding neighborhood
roads, andgive the main­
tenanceof those roads–
andmore ofthe added gas
taxmoney –tocounties.
The devolution ofroads
should beoptional,ad­
vocates say.Poorer coun­
ties donot havethe road
repairresources needed.
ARequirecounty trans­

portation committees to
spend the money theyget
fromthe state–normally
about $75million a year –

onapriority basis, ensur­
ingroads arerepaired
based ontheir importance,
not localpolitics.Unable
topass a statewideroad
repairplan, lawmakers
havesent almost$300
million moreto county
committees inthe past
twoyears.
ARemove theState

Transportation Infrastruc­
tureBank from thepro­
cessof pickingroad
projectsand let theTrans­
portation Department
decidewhich projectsare
financed, based onneed.
AMakethe Transporta­

tion Department acabinet
agency that reports direct­
ly tothe governor,and
require itsdirector tohave
abackground intrans­
portation.
The cost? Anadded

$943 million ayear is
needed. Whenfully
phased in, a20­cent­a­
gallonincrease inthe
state's gas taxwouldyield
an added $740 million a
year. Higher driver's li­
cense feescouldadd an­
other $15 million. Anout­
of­state hotel­motel fee
couldadd millions more.

LEADERSHIP:DOTHEY
HAVETHE WILL
SouthCarolina, effec­

tively, isaone­party state
–Republican.
The GOP hascontrolled

the S.C. Housesince 1994,
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the stateSenatesince
2001 and theGovernor's
Mansion since 2003.
TheGOP'sclarioncall

hasbeenforlowertaxes
andsmallergovernment.
Today,SouthCarolina's
stategovernmentissmaller
thanitwasadecadeago,
anditsincometaxesand

propertytaxesareamong
thenation'slowest.
(Amongthe43stateswith
apersonalincome,South
Carolinaranks35th.Its
businesstaxranks45th.Its
propertytaxranks46th,all
accordingtoa2015study
bytheconservativeTax
Foundation.)
The question is:Can the

GOP domore thansayno?
Or,canS.C.Democrats–

largelypowerlessbystan­
ders–convinceenough
SouthCaroliniansthatthey
deserveachancetolead
againbypromising,inthe
wordsofformerDemocrat­
icU.S.Sen.FritzHollings,
"governmentthatworks."

"Ifpeople inthis state
are satisfiedwith driving
onbad roads, with having
poorly educatedchildren,
it will never change,"state
Rep. GildaCobb­Hunter,
D­Orangeburg, said earli­
er this year."What the
public hastounderstand is
that they havetoholdus
accountable..."

TRACY GLANTZ tglantz@thestate.com

A broken damsitsoverCaryLake. A specialdam safety committee is meetingthisfall todiscusstighteningstate
regulationsof dams, thoughlegislatorsandDHEChavevaryingopinionson theissue.
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