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One of my major concerns over the years has 

been the ever-increasing regulation of our lives, In 

bus i n e s s • D e r son a I a f fa irs /a n din s tat e and I 0 c a I 

government/the federal government has piled 

regulation upon regulation--creating both confusio~n 

and res t ric ti 0 n 0 f P r i vat e e n t e r p r i s e . 7 ~; ~~: C#?- d."d-e. . 

I believe the role of the state and local governments 

~ be a major force In SlOWing/and perhaps 

reVerSing/the trend of federal government domination 

in our states. 



I was pleased to learn that in the mid-term 

meeting of the National Association of Attorneys 

General/YOU sDoke out strongly against this 

increasing regulation and duplication by the federal 

government. 

I agree with you that we have reached a point 

where regulations are fast becoming the "supreme 

law of the land" ... This has been to the detriment 

of rights and freedoms guaranteed in both federal 
~~-

and state constitutions. ~~ 

A famous South carolinlan,/JOhn C. Calhoun, was 

far ahead of his time when he criticized increasing 

federal control in the early 1800's. He argued that 

the states should determi ne thei r own affai rS/i n the 

best interests of their people. This concept was lost 

in the conflict of the Civil war/and in the following 

years. But today, when we see almost every phase of 

public and private life affected by federal government 

regulation, we are more convinced of Calhoun's 

far-sighted wisdom. 
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Aside from the strangling effect that these regulations 

h a ve 0 n 0 u r bus i n e s san din d u s try Ie arml " ;+V , 

I am deeply concerned about the effects they have on 

our personal lives. am afraid that without substantial 

changes in the current trend, the American people 

may lose much of their personal freedo i. ls. 

There IS no clear cut authority to over-ride 

the regulatory agencies of our federal governm&,t~~ 
Apparently the Congress has not accepted the k:/J:.~~ 
responsibility of pulling in the reins of the agenCieS~ 

ep/has 

But, 

The other side~effects of this over-regulation are 

equally dangerous. The cost of over-regulation can be 

measured in billions of dollars ... in costs to the 

taxpayer, the businessman and the consumer. 
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It is my hope that the states will take the lead 

in reversing this trend. As you know, in cases 

where regulation has been left to the states, it 

has been generally reasonable and conducive to 

progress. The old concept of "government is best 

when it is closest to the people,·· holds true today. 

commend the Attorneys General for the stand 

they have taken on this Issue. I encourage you to 

work toward a reduction In regulations that are 

wasteful and unnecessarily restrictive. 

We can see concrete examples where our states 

have taken positive steps to improve and streamline 

government. I thi nk we can playa major role in ...... . ~ 
reforming the federal government in similar ways. 

As you are aware, judicial reform is an excellent 

e x amp leo f t his kin d 0 f p r og res s . 

Many states have moved to streamline our court 

system{to make them more responsive to the needs 

of our society. 
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I n South Caroli na, the voters adopted a 

judicial reform amendment as a part of overall 

constitutional revision in 1973. 

Our General Assembly passed a judicial reform 

pac k age ear lie r t his ye a r . Howe ve r , I was for c e d 

to veto that specific package because it did no~ 
• 

contain sufficient provisions for impartial determination 

of qualifications of candidates for jUdgeShiPjand it failed 

to include a disciplinary procedure for the judiciary. 

The General Assembly is now working on a revised 

package. I n my opinion, any judicial reform measure 

m us tin c Iud e the s e ..... t w 0 ~ vi t a 111'. imp 0 r tan t pro vis ion s. 

Our state's Chief Justice, J. Woodrow Lewis, recently 

commented that lithe bench and the bar have lost face 

in the eyesof the public" ... 1 believe that these 

provisions will go a long way toward restoring the public 

trust in our judicial system. 

Bey 0 n d t hat / I t h ink t hat t his kin d 0 f ref 0 r mi' ref 0 r m 

that is both responsible and responsive to the needs of 
4f£ ~ -"_ ~ ~,. 

the PUbliCfiS an absolute must in today's society. 
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Whether we talk about reform of our judiciary at 

the state level or reform of federal regulations .... we 

are talking about placing government back in its 

proper perspective. 

Government's purpose,/in our ~"'iS to 

serve the peoPle!~ be the master of the people. 

People all across America are tired of government 

that operates on a politics as a usual basis. They 

want government at the local, stflte, and federal level 

to work for them./ not agai nst them. 

As government officials, one of our main jobs 

today is to return government to the people ... through 

meaningful and intelligent reform. 
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