
Finalpick
isTheDonald
Forthose whoare won­

dering,after I handicapped
thecandidates a month ago,
myfinal choices areJohn
Kasich andDonald Trump.
The Hispanicsare unreal­
istic,whileJeb Bush and
Ben Carsonhave faded
away.Now toparaphrase
BobBestlerwhen endorsing
Nikki Haley, Ikind oflike
the idea of Trumpspeaking
from theBully Pulpit.

– DickWithington,Myrtle
Beach
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Why are S.C.'s presidential
primaries on separate days?

BY CAROLE BASTIAN

South Carolina is one of
just 11 states conducting the
Republican and Democratic
Presidential Preference Pri­
maries (PPP) or caucuses on
separate days. This costs the
taxpayers between 15% and
20% more than if the prima­
ries were held on the same
date, according to election of­
icials. The increased costs are
primarily due to wages paid to
poll workers, temporary per­
sonnel and technicians for two
full days of voting rather than
just one. Two separate prima­
ry dates also result in signii­
cant repetition of preparations
by the regular and temporary
staff of both county and state
election commissions.
The Republican PPP was

held Saturday, February 20,
and the Democratic PPP will
be held on February 27. Both
are open primaries, meaning
that a SC voter can cast a ballot
in either one. The trend of Sat­
urday voting arose to reduce
costs and increase turnout,
according to Eric Appleman
of the non­partisan research
group, Democracy in Action.
Overall, Marci Andino, Di­

rector of the South Carolina
Elections Commission (SEC),
estimated the two primaries
will cost about $2.6 million,
while same­day voting would

run somewhere around $2.2
million. In Lexington Coun­
ty, which has 96 individu­
al precincts, those igures
are predicted to be about
$135,000 for the separate pri­
maries compared with about
$80,000 to $90,000 if the Re­
publicans and the Democrats
voted on the same day, said
Dean Crepes, Director of the
county's Voters and Registra­
tion Commission. Following
the primaries, the SEC will
reimburse each county for the
costs.
The two­separate­prima­

ry­dates arrangement is tied

up in the state legislation
which sought to maintain
South Carolina's, "First in the
South" status. In mid­2007,
the state's General Assembly
passed legislation (Bill S.99)
which required the State
Election Commission to run
the Presidential Preference
Primaries. However, the leg­
islation speciically left sched­
uling of the primary dates to
the party committees. Prior to
this legislation, the primaries
were "... party­run affairs; this
posed a substantial inancial
and logistical challenge for
the state parties which had to

raise funds privately," said Mr.
Appleman.
Although then­Governor

Mark Sanford (R) vetoed
the bill, the legislature over­
rode him by a vote of 36­7 in
the Senate and 87­18 in the
House. As the 2012 election
season approached, it was dis­
covered that there was a line in
the bill that limited its effective
date to the 2008 election only.
During the 2011 budget nego­
tiations, legislators sought to
make the bill permanent by
including the funding in the
state budget. Governor Nikki
Haley (R) opposed these ef­
forts, believing that the fund­
ing for the primaries should be
raised privately. These monies
were among those that she
vetoed during her line­item
review of the proposed budget
(Bill H.3700, Vetoes 27 and
28), but the legislature over­
rode her veto and the bill took
effect.
Some of the funds come

directly from the candidates
who wish to be included on the
ballot. The iling fee allowed
under the state law is $20,000
per candidate who is by his or
her political party as legally
eligible for election. This year,
14 Republican and four Dem­
ocrats were certiied, paying
a total of $360,000. (There is
no refund for candidates who
withdraw or suspend their

See PRIMARIES, Page A3
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EDITORIAL

DHECneedsfundingtoprotect
health, safety

Legislators haveslashedfunding
forSCDepartment of Healthand
Environmental Control by 37
percent,buthaven'treducedits
duties

Otheragencieshavesuffered the
sameplight,thoughfewdomore
vital workthan DHEC

Oncethe state tellspeopleit will
keep water,air,restaurants&
medicalproceduressafe,it hasan
obligationtodothat
Thiseditorial raninThe State.

Riversthataren'tbeingmon­
itoredoftenenoughforustoknow
whetherthefisharesafetoeat.
Air­monitoringequipmentthat'sso
broken­downthatofficialsdon't
knowwhetherit'ssafetoissue
permitsfornewindustry.Under­
groundstoragetanksandaban­
donedgoldminesthataren'tbeing
cleaneduptostopgasolineand
acidandmetalsfromleachinginto
thegroundwater.Andthegiant
hazardouswastedumponthe
shoreofLakeMarionthatwecan't
evenmonitorproperly,muchless
shoreuptopreventwatercontam­
inationofunimaginablepropor­
tions.
Itshouldn'tsurpriseanyonethat

thestateDepartmentofHealth
andEnvironmentalControl­the
agencychargedwithmakingsure
wehavecleanwatertodrinkand
cleanairtobreatheandthatthe
peoplewhocookourmealsand
provideourmedicalcaredon't
infectus­saysitdoesn'thavethe
moneytodoitsjob.Weslashedits
budgetfrom$169millionin1998
to$107milliontoday.That'sa37
percentreduction.A37percent
reductionthatdoesn'tevenfactor
intheinflationandgrowingpop­

ulationthatmakeitcostmoreto
dothejobtheagencywasdoing
eightyearsago.Yetwedidn't
reducewhatweexpectedtheagen­
cytodo.
Wesawratherdramaticallythe

resultofsuchcutsinOctober,
whenthefloodswashedoutdams
thathadn'tbeeninspectedasthey
shouldhavebeenorrepairedas
theyoughttohavebeen,because
DHECdidn'thavetheinspection
staffortheenforcementstaffto
makesureourpublic­safetylaws
wereobeyed.
IfDHECisspendingmoney

wastefully­andanybureaucracy
isgoingto,whetherit'sinthe
publicsectorortheprivatesector
­thenitabsolutelyisappropriate
totrytogetthatundercontrol.
Andtotheextentthatthisiswhat
formerDHECDirectorCatherine
Templetondidassheoversawthe
defundingoftheagency(thebud­
getdroppedaslowas$83million
atonepoint),weapplaudherwork.
ButTempleton'ssuccessor,

CatherineHeigel,hastoldthe
Legislaturesheneedsanaddition­
al$35millionjusttocoverthe
basics.Thatstillwouldbe$27
millionlessthantheagencyre­
ceivedin1998,whentherewere
fewerpeopleandbusinessesin

SouthCarolinaandeverything
(exceptmaybegasoline)costless.
We'veseennoreasontobelieve

thatHeigel,aformerDukeEnergy
executivewhowashand­pickedby
Gov.NikkiHaleytoruntheagen­
cy,isaspendthrift,orashillforthe
bureaucracy.It'smorereasonable
tothinkshe'saprofessionalwho
putherreputationonthelineand
thendiscoveredthattheagency
sheinheritedsimplydoesnothave
theresourcestodothejobstate
lawrequiresittodo.Asshetold
lawmakerslastmonth,itisherjob
toatleastmakethemawareofthe
problems­whichalotofpeople
believeTempletondeclinedtodo
forpoliticalreasons.
EvenHaleyhasrequestedan$18

millionbudgetincrease,which
suggeststhere'ssomeseriousun­
derfunding,givenherpreference
forcuttingtaxestopayingforgov­
ernmentservices.
Wecandebatewhetherthestate

shouldbeinthebusinessofin­
spectingthestrengthofdamsand
thepurityofriverwaterandthe
safetyofrestaurantsandwhether
itshouldlimithowmuchpollution
manufacturerscanspewintothe
airandtakeonthetaskofcleaning
uphazardoussitesthathavebeen
abandonedbybankruptowners.
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Butthereshouldbenodebateon
this:Oncethestatedecidestodo
thosethings,itisobligedtodo
them.Well.
DHECisn'ttheonlyagencythat

sustainedmassivecutstoitsfund­
ingwithoutcorrespondingcutsto
itsresponsibilities,andit'snotthe
onlyonethatisstillstruggling.The
DepartmentofSocialServices
leapstomind,andthereareoth­
ers,andourLegislatureneedsto

handlethemthesamewayitneeds
tohandleDHEC:
Ifthestateisnotgoingtoguar­

anteethatthewaterissafeto
drink,itneedstoletpeopleknow
thattheydrinkitattheirownrisk.
Ifthestateisnotgoingtohold
companiestothepollutionstan­
dardssetinstatelawandreg­
ulations,itneedstojuststop
spendingourmoneyonaprogram
thatpromisestodothatbut
doesn't.

Webelievethestateoughttobe
workingtoprotectthepublic
health,byregulatinghowmuch
ourenvironmentcanbedespoiled
andmakingsurepeoplewhoare
paidtohandleourfoodandour
medicinesaredoingsosafely,and
weexpectthatmostSouthCar­
oliniansfeelthesameway.That
meanswehavetopayforthe
equipmentandthepeoplewhodo
thatimportantwork.
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Polls: Trump,
Clintonstill
leadinginSC
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

Five newpollsout
Thursdayshow New York
billionaireDonaldTrump
holding hislead in Sat­
urday'sS.C. Republican
presidential primary.
Trump averaged32

percent supportfrom
likely votersin the GOP
primary, accordingtothe
five polls.Trump'ssup­
port ranged fromalow of
29percent toahighof 34
percent, accordingtothe
polls.
U.S. Sens.Ted Cruz

and MarcoRubio are
battling for secondplace,
with both at17 percent,
accordingtoan average
of thepolls. Fourof the
polls hadCruz insecond.
However, S.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley endorsedRubio
Wednesday night, too
late tobereflected inthe
polling results.
Former FloridaGov.

Jeb Bush averaged11
percent acrossthe polls.

However, twoof thepolls
had him at 14percent.
OhioGov.John Kasich

averaged10percent
across thepolls, followed
by retiredneurosurgeon
BenCarson at 6percent.
The polls, released

Thursday, werefrom
American Research
Group, FoxNews,the
S.C. HouseGOP,Harper
Polling andthe Emerson
CollegePolling Society.
The pollsallwere taken

after theGOP presiden­
tial debate inGreenville
Saturday,where Trump
criticizedformerPresi­
dent GeorgeW.Bush for
the 2001terroristattacks
happeningonhis watch–
acomment somepredic­
tedmight hurthim in
SouthCarolina,where
the Bushfamilyis pop­
ular.

CLINTONSTILL

LEADING
Meanwhile, Democrat­

icpresidential frontrun­
nerHillary Clintonmain­
tains astronglead over
U.S. Sen.BernieSanders
of Vermontintheir par­
ty's Feb.27 S.C.primary,
accordingtoanewpoll.
Clintonhas 59percent

support whileSanders has
30 percent, accordingto
the Monmouth University
poll, releasedThursday.
Still, Clinton'slead was
down from48points ina
NovemberMonmouth
poll.
AmongAfrican­Amer­

icans –expectedto make
upamajority ofDemo­
craticprimaryvoters –
Clinton'smargins are
widerthan amongDemo­
crats overall.
WhileSanders hasa48

percent to44percent
edgeover Clintonamong
white votersunder50,

Clintonis beatingSand­
ers amongunder­50
black voters,60to26.
Sixty­ninepercentof

black voters50 years and
olderpreferred Clinton
while12 percentpicked
Sanders inthepoll.
Sandersperformed well

among self­identified
S.C. independents likely
tovoteinthe S.C. pri­
maryFeb.27, leading
Clintonby46 to43.
However, Clintonis

beatingSanders 65to24
amongself­described
Democrats.
Sanders hasbeen poll­

ingbetterinNevada,
whoseDemocrats will
caucusSaturday,aweek
beforeS.C. Democrats
holdtheir presidential
primary.

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

SC0148 State
Page Number: 6Publication Date: 02/19/2016

Polls: Trump, Clinton still leading in SC
BY JAMIE SELF jself@thestate.com
46.34 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-02-19_6001.pdf

County: Richland



S.C. GOPprimary
New polls, released Thursday,in theGOP primary

Rubio:16 percentFOX NEWS
Bush:14 percent

Feb.15­17,marginoferror Kasich:9percent
3.5percent

Carson:5percent
DonaldTrump: 32percent

HARPER POLLINGTed Cruz:19 percent
MarcoRubio:15percent Feb.16­17,4percent margin
JebBush andBenCarson: of error
9 percent each Trump: 29 percent
John Kasich:6percent Cruz:17 percent

Rubio:15percentAMERICANRESEARCH
GROUP Bush:14 percent

Kasich:13 percentFeb.16­17,marginoferror 5
Carson:8percentpercent

Trump: 33percent EMERSONPOLLING
Rubio:20 percent

Feb.15­16, 5percent marginKasich:15percent of error
Cruz:13 percent Trump: 33percent
Bush:8percent Cruz:20 percent
Carson:3percent Rubio:19 percent
S.C. HOUSEGOP Bush andKasich: 9percent

each
Feb.17, margin of error 2

Carson:5percentpercent
Trump: 34percent SOURCE: Real Clear Politics

Cruz:18 percent
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S.C.GOP
PRIMARY
NOTES

CRUZAIDE: RUBIO
MUST WIN S.C.
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz's

campaign istrying toraise
the stakes onS.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley'sendorse­
ment of rivalGOP presi­
dential candidate Marco
Rubio.
Rubio ­whohas won

the endorsementsof Ha­
ley,U.S. Sen. Tim Scott
and U.S.Rep. TreyGowdy
­"has towin" South
Carolina, a Cruzspokes­
man saidFriday.
"Ifhe doesn'tfinish

first, this isamassive
loss,"saidJason Miller.
"Rubio has towinhere.
"Hehas thevery pop­

ular sitting governor, very
popular junior senator,
very popular Upstate con­
gressman. ... IfRubio can't
winhere, under these
favorablecircumstances,
where canhewin?"

MarcoRubio
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Lawsuit aims tostop resettlementofrefugeestoS.C.
BY ROB BARNETT

rbarnett@greenvillenews.com
RICHLAND COUNTY
A RichlandCounty man

hasfiled a lawsuitseekingto
stop theresettlement of
refugees inSouth Carolina
inorder toprotectthe state
from"criminals, narco­drug
traffickers, terrorists, rapist
(s)" andpeople "hostileto
assimilationand thelaws of
SouthCarolina."
The suitnames asdefen­

dants Gov. Nikki Haley,the
stateDepartment of Social
Servicesand twononprofit
agencies that helprefugees
start new livesinthe state.
"Theextraordinary and

well foundedpotentialfor
terrorismand other violent
crime madepossible by this
inflowof Refugeesfrom
hostile Islamic stateswas
simplynot properly ad­
dressed intheState Plan,"
WalterBrian Bilbro,the
plaintiff,saysin anaffidavit
insupportof hismotion for
atemporary injunctionor
temporaryrestraining order
againstthe state's agree­
ment withthe federal gov­
ernmenttoallow refugees to
resettlehere.
Inresponse tothe lawsuit,

thegovernor's staffreferred
toaletter shewroteto Sec­
retaryof StateJohn Kerryin
theaftermath ofthe Paris
terrorist attacks last Novem­

berinwhich sheasked that
noSyrianrefugees be al­
lowedtoresettle inSouth
Carolina, "untilIcanbe
assuredthat all potential
refugees fromSyria have no
ties toterrorist organiza­
tions."
Ted Goins,president of

Lutheran Services Carolinas,
one ofthe defendantsin the
suit, saidhis organization
has resettled atotal oftwo
Syrian refugees inthe state,
both inthe Midlands.
Another family had been

approved but their case was
delayed, he said.
"We have not beenin­

formed that we willbe get­
ting any more,"Goins said.
Jason Lee,of World Relief

inSpartanburg, a religious
nonprofit that assistsin
refugee relocation, saidhis
office hadn't been served
with the lawsuit.But hesaid
the organization hasn't re­
settled any Syrian refugees
inSouth Carolinaand has
no planstobring any in
during 2016.
Those arethe onlytwo

agencies contracted with the
federal government toassist
inresettlingrefugees, ac­
cording totheState Depart­
ment.
"Lutheran ServicesCar­

olinashas receivedacopyof
that legal filingandwe are
analyzing that suitnow,"
Goins said."Onthe face of
it,it appears tobewithout
merit,but we won'tbecom­
menting furtheruntil we've
had timetoreview it with
ourlegal team."
DSSspokeswoman Mari­

lynMatheus said,"The
Department of SocialServic­
es hasbeen served with the
lawsuitregarding therefu­
gee resettlement program.
Our staffare reviewingthe
allegations andpreparing a
responsive pleading.
"We donothave any

commentonthe lawsuit at
this time."
Inhisaffidavit, Bilbro

describeshimself as a46­
year­old,1991 graduate of
theUniversity of SouthCar­
olina,married, with two
youngdaughters.
"When Ifound out that

agentsof thenon­profit
Lutheran Servicescouldn't
legallyshare their religion or
Judeo­Christian values or
invitethe refugees to
church…Irealized the high
degreeofnegligence and
recklessmisrepresentations
being perpetratedon me as
ataxpayer,myfamily and
thePublic interest,"he
wrote.

"Iam bringing this action
because I believethis exploi­
tation ofmyconstitutional
rightsasacitizenand the
abuseof mydaughters and
mywife's rightsare inevi­
tableunder the current plan,
andtherefore must cease
immediatelybefore it has
reachedthe horrifyingtip­
ping point we arenowwit­
nessing inEurope,"he
wrote.
The lawsuit, filed byat­

torney Lauren Martelof
HiltonHead, cites twocases
filed by NedSloanof Green­
ville in asserting that Bilbro,
as an individual, haslegal
standing totake the issue to
court because ofits "public
importance."
The lawsuit asksfor a

receiver tobeappointed to
oversee the fundingof the
refugee resettlement pro­
gram inSouthCarolina and
tostop the programuntil all
funding canbeaccounted
for.
"Allowing onecase to

come into SouthCarolina
where aterror attack hap­
pens or hisdaughter or wife
or neighbor got attackedas
is happening inmany other
locations is Irreparable,"the
lawsuit says.
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USC FOOTBALL

Former
collegeQBs
arecoveted
campaign
partners
BY JOSHKENDALL
jkendall@thestate.com

OnWednesday
night inChap­
in, Republican
presidential

hopefulMarco Rubio
picked upthe most cov­
etedendorsement inCo­
lumbia. Also, the governor
of SouthCarolina backed
Rubio.
Maybe that'san over­

statement, but inthe state
of SouthCarolina it'sonly
a slight one.Incase you
haven't noticed, outstate
is startingtoswell with a

very Southern phenom­
enon –the ex­quarterback­
favored­son­turned­politi­
cal­endorser.
ConnorShaw entered

the race Wednesday. The
winningest quarterback in
University of SouthCar­
olinahistory introduced

SEECAMPAIGN,2B

ONLINE

GoGamecocks.com: Video of
ConnorShaw introducing Rubio.
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CAMPAIGN
FROMPAGE1B
Rubio atan event inChap­
in. Rubio's campaign
trumpeted Shaw's appear­
anceand endorsement
earlier inthe day withan
email tomedia members
that referenced "USC
football legend Connor
Shaw."
Legend? Well,yeah

probably. Shawwon 27
games as theGamecocks
startingquarterback from
2010­2013,presiding over
the mostsustained suc­
cessinthe school's history
andbecoming an un­
deniable starinastate
that hasno professional
idolslike CamNewton to
suck upallthe celebrity
air space.
Itmay beonly inSouth

Carolina whereaperson
who'sonly oldenoughto
bevoting inhis second
presidential electionand
whose bonafides thus far
have been earnedexclu­
sively whilewearing
shoulder padscan bea
powerful campaignpres­
ence, but there wasShaw
onWednesday, being
cheeredby alarge crowd
as hewelcomedRubio and
Governor Nikki Haley to
the stage.
"Iwas nervous," said

Shaw, nowwith the Cleve­
land Browns."I don't
thinkIget that nervous for
football games."
Shawspent 15 minutes

privately withRubio prior
toWednesday night's
eventand thenwentover
the talkingpointsfor his
shortspeech withaRubio
campaign manager.
"He's abig football

fan," Shawsaidof Rubio.
"It wasreally cool."
Shawisthesecondex­

quarterbacktohitthecam­
paigntrailthismonth.
FormerClemsonquarter­
backTajhBoyd,who
helpedkickstartDabo
Swinney'sturnaroundwith
theTigers,hasbeenat
severaleventswithOhio
governorandpresidential
hopefulJohnKasich.
Both Shawand Boyd

were approachedbythe
campaigns oftheir respec­
tive candidates,and nei­
ther handed outtheir
endorsement lightly, they
said.Shaw pickedRubio
chiefly because of how
outspoken heis about his
Christian faithand his
foreign policyplan, Shaw
said.Boyd wasdrawn to
Kasich byhis promise to
movepower fromthe
federal government to
stategovernments, Boyd
said.
For the campaigns, it'sa

no­brainer –latchonto a
former collegehero ina
statewhere formercollege
heroes have alofty posi­
tion onthe socialtotem
pole. Shaw spent 45 min­
utesafter Rubio's

Wednesday nighttalk
signing autographs and
posing for pictureswith
fans,including twoyoung
fans who askedhim to
"dab" for thephotograph.
"That'sthe firsttime

I'vedone that,"hesaid.
WhenBoyd wasadded

toaKasich eventat a
Mauldin BBQ restaurant,
the RSVPs forthe speech
quickly went from200 to
nearly500,Boydsaid.
"Iwas like, 'That's

big,'"Boydsaid."Iknew
I had alittlebit of pull, but
I thought, 'Let'ssee how
much pullI'vegot.' I em­
brace the SouthCarolina
people andholdthemin
highregard, and I think
they dothe same with
me."
Kasich's tabbingof

Boydwas awise move
politicallygiven that he
needs allthe upstate votes
hecan get andthat the
governor of Ohiocould
hardly cozy uptoaSouth­
eastern Conferenceguy
andexpect tobewel­
comedback tothe heart of
Big Tencountry when the
presidential race iscom­
plete.
Pittingan orange en­

dorsement againstagar­
netone isalways agood
talking point inthePal­
metto Stateanyway. It's
honest­to­goodness politi­
cal football.
"Absolutely, it gets you

geared up," Boydsaidof
the chance tocompete
against Shaweven ifit's
indirectly. "Ithink it's
good forthe state.Ireally
like Connorandrespect
his opinion.Ithinkit's
good because it showsyou
are morethanafootball
playerbecause ultimately
we aremore thanthat."
Especially inSouth

Carolina. Donald Trump
broughtseveral Iowa foot­
ballplayers onstage with
him duringaJanuary rally
inIowa Citybefore that
state's caucusesbut didn't
get much bumpout ofthe
move, finishingsecond
behind Ted Cruz, but this
is theSEC, where the
blessing of thehometown
gridironstar isjust short
of papal.
NickSaban couldprob­

ablyget Alabamans to
voteoverwhelmingly for
BernieSanders (although
Saban feelsmore likea
Trump guy).
Shawdoesn't expect to

take upacareer inpolitics
at any point,he said("But
I never saw myself inthe
football positionIam in
right noweither," he add­
ed.),but Boyd wouldlike
torun for office "fiveor
10years down theline,"
hesaid.Both players are
Greenville residents,so if
Shawchanges hismind
the Greenvillemayoral
race couldbe interesting
inafewyears.
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EDITORIAL

S.C. womendeserveanequal­pay law
.....................................................................................................................................................

Gov.NikkiHaley,who has experiencedgenderdiscriminationinher
publiclife,should besympathetictothe plightof underpaidwomen
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SouthCarolinaranksas oneofonly four statesinthe nationwithoutan
equal­paylaw
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WomeninSouthCarolinamake80centsforeverydollarthat similarly
employed menmake

Thiseditorial raninThe Heraldof Rock Hill
last week.

While Gov. Nikki Haley ispre­
dictably conservativeonmost
issues, shesometimesis willing to
go againstthe grain, suchas when
sherecently helped lead theeffort
tobring down the Confederate
flagthat hadflownon thegrounds
of theStatehouse. Wesuggest that
shenow considerleading the
charge topass equal payprotec­
tions for womeninSouth Carolina.
Haley,who,as awoman polit­

ician, hasexperienced gender
discrimination inher publiclife,
should besympatheticto the
plightof underpaid women inthe
state's workforce. Andas the
state's governor,she isuniquely
positioned tomake the case for
SouthCarolina women.
The Lilly Ledbetter Fair PayAct

of 2009, whichmade it easier for
women tochallengediscrimi­
natory pay incourt, wasthe first
billPresident Barack Obama
signed intolaw. As reportedearlier
this month onthe seventhanni­
versary of thelaw, South Carolina
ranksas oneofonly fourstatesin
the nation without anequal­pay
law.

The others are Alabama,Mis­
sissippi andUtah, although Utah
introduced equal­paylegislation
this month.
Comparing thepay of menand

women canbedifficult, even when
they have similarjobs. Nonethe­
less,the disparity is so wide in
many casesthat theonly logical
culprit isgender discrimination.
WomeninSouth Carolinamake
80cents for every dollarthat simi­
larly employed men make,accord­
ingtothe National Partnership for
Womenand Families.Thatcomes
toadifferenceof $8,272ayear.
Forwomen ofcolor, thegap is

wider.African­American women
make 57cents for every dollara
white manmakes inSouth Car­
olina, whileHispanic womenmake
48cents. Opponents of anequal­
pay lawin thestate fearthat it
couldhave a negativeimpact on
smallbusinesses, although we
can'tunderstand howallowing
smallbusinesses todiscriminate
against womenemployees is a
worthwhile benefit.
Someopponents nodoubt have

an aversiontothe equalpay law
simply because it is championed
bythe federal government –and
specifically by Obama.Another

possible reason thelaw hasnot
gained tractioninthe stateis be­
causethe Legislature is so heavily
dominated bymen. SouthCarolina
hasonly 22women inthestate
House andonlytwo intheSenate,
or about 13.5 percentof alllegisla­
tors, which isamong the lowestin
the nation.
InColorado, bycontrast,women

occupy 42 percentof theseats in
the stateLegislature,the highest
percentage inthenation. Some
SouthCarolina lawmakers have
tried topushequal­pay legislation.
Charleston Rep.Leon Stavrinakis,
aDemocrat, introducedabillthat
would make it illegalfor a state
agency to"discriminate againstan
employee onthe basisof gender"
bypaying awoman less thana
man forthe same work aslong as
they areequally qualified. Butthe
billhas beenstalled for morethan
a year.
Someone suchas Haley might

beable to breakthelogjam.
Ironically, despite the wide­

spread opposition toequal­pay
legislation inthe Legislature,it is
extremely popular with voters.A
2014 Winthrop Universitypoll
found that three outof fourSouth
Carolinians are infavor ofsucha
law.
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South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
endorses Marco Rubiofor president
Floridasenatorwins covetedsupportfrom S.C.governor
...........................................................................................................................

Haleyisstate'smostpopularGOPpoliticianafter handling
of Charlestonshooting
...........................................................................................................................

JebBushwasconsidered the otherlikelychoice
...........................................................................................................................

BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
CHAPIN

SouthCarolina Gov. Nikki
Haley saidWednesday that
sheendorsed Sen.Marco
Rubio, R­Fla., for president
because hewas best suited
torestore Republicanprinci­
ples oflimited government
andcutting debt.
"Iwantapresidentwho

understandsthey have togo
backtoWashington, D.C.,
andbring a conscious back
toourRepublicans," Haley,
aRepublican, told acrowd
ofhundreds gatheredout­
sideaChapin warehouse.
Haley saidshemadethe

decision asamotherwho
wants asafer, more prosper­
ous nation forher children
and asthe wifeof acombat
veteran whowants more
support for themilitary.
The governor did notsay

why shedidn't chooseother
candidates.
"We have goodpeople

running for president,andI
thank themtoday for their
sacrifice andtheir willing­
nesstoserve andto honor
this greatcountry andmake

her better,"shesaid."But
myjob wastofind theper­
sonIthought whocould do
it thebest.
"Iwantedsomeonewith

fight.Iwantedsomebody
withpassion.Iwantedsome­
bodywhohastheconviction
todotherightthing,"she
said."ButIwantedsome­
bodyhumbleenough(who)
remembersthatyouworkfor
allthepeople."
Haley,the state's most

popular GOP politicianin
pollsand arising national
GOP star,was SouthCar­
olina's mostcoveted Repub­
licanendorsement ofthe
2016presidential race.
"Sheembodiesforme

everythingthatIwantthe
RepublicanPartyandconser­
vativemovementtobe
about,"Rubiotoldthecrowd.
The governor'sendorse­

ment comes atacritical
timefor Rubio.
The Floridasenator needs

momentuminSouth Car­
olina afterfinishing fifth in
New Hampshire andarat­
tled debate performance.

Rubio trailsDonald Trump
and TedCruz inthe Palmet­
to Statewith three days
ahead of theSouth Carolina
GOP presidential primary.
Haley joins U.S.Sen.Tim

Scott ofNorthCharleston,
the onlyAfrican­American
Republican inthe Senate,
and U.S. Rep.Trey Gowdy,a
Spartanburg Republican
who heads aspecial panel
investigating the Benghazi
attack, inendorsingRubio.
Haley has decidedtoback

the establishment candidate
considered to beinthebest
position tochallengeRepub­
lican front­runnersTrump
and Cruz.
Former Florida Gov. Jeb

Bush, whohas shared advice

SEE RUBIO,8A

''IWANTEDSOMEBODYHUMBLEENOUGH
(WHO)REMEMBERSTHATYOUWORKFOR
ALLTHEPEOPLE.
Gov. Nikki Haley
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RUBIO
oneducation issueswith the
governor andhelpedher
raise money forher re­elec­
tion bidin 2014,also was
considered atop contender
towinHaley's endorsement.
His father andbrother, both
formerpresidents who won
the SouthCarolina presi­
dential primary,have
reachedout toHaley in
recent weeks.
Buthe haslaggedinre­

cent SouthCarolina polls,
falling tofifth inthesix­
candidate GOP field.Rubio
sitsthird.
Haley'sdecision wasabit

of areversal inthe pastday.
The governor toldreporters
Tuesday that shehad not
madeup hermind on who
toback inthe2016race.
SheendorsedMittRomney

inthe2012presidentialrace.
WhiletheformerMassachu­
settsgovernorwontheGOP
nomination,helosttheSouth
Carolinaprimarytoformer
U.S.HouseSpeakerNewt
Gingrich,breakingthestate's

three­decadestreakofvoting
forthecandidatewholanded
ontheNovemberballot.
Haley andRubio share

similarbackgrounds. They
areboth 44­year­old chil­
drenof immigrants who
wereelected totheir current
seats inthetea party fervor
of2010.
Rubiofirst met Haley

when theywere first run­
ningfor their current offic­
es.The senator spoke at the
SouthCarolina GOPparty's
annualdinner in2012,a
wayfor him tostart building
relationships inthe early­
primary state.They have
communicatedwhile Rubio
hasbeen onthe trail.
The senatorhas saiddur­

ingstops inSouthCarolina
this weekthat Haley would
make a goodvice president.
Haley has becomeafavorite
tomake vice presidential
short listsafter herhandling
of last year'sCharleston
shooting and successfulcall
toremove theConfederate

flag fromthe SouthCarolina
State Housegrounds. She
gave the Republicanre­
sponse toPresident Barack
Obama's State ofthe Union
last month.
Haley's endorsement,

while arrivingalittlelater
thanexpected, wasnot a
complete surprise.
Shesaidshewouldnot

backTrump.Shesaidshe
wasreferringtohimasoneof
the"angriestvoices"inher
StateoftheUnionresponse
andcriticizedhimoverhis
combativecampaigning.
TrumphassaidHaleyis

notdoingenoughtoprotect
SouthCarolinafromSyrian
refugeesandthepossibilityof
Guantanamoprisonersbeing
transferredtotheNavybrig
outsideCharleston.Haley
hasprotestedbothissuesto
federalofficials.
Haley hasnot criticized

Cruz, but shehas notkept in
regularcontact with the
Texassenator.
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Lawsuitaimsto stoprefugee
resettlement in S. Carolina
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RichlandCountymannamesthe governor of S.C.,the
state Department of SocialServicesandtwononprofits
inhis suit
...................................................................................................................

2Syrian familieshavebeenresettled inthe Midlands

RON BARRETT
The Greenville News
A RichlandCounty man

hasfiled a lawsuitseeking
tostop theresettlement of
refugees inSouth Carolina
inorder toprotectthe
statefrom "criminals,
narco­drug traffickers,
terrorists, rapist(s)" and
people "hostiletoassimi­
lation andthe lawsof
SouthCarolina."
The suitnames asde­

fendants Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley,the stateDepartment
of SocialServicesand two
nonprofit agencies that
help refugees startnew
lives inthestate.
"The extraordinaryand

well­founded potential for
terrorismand other vio­
lentcrime made possible
bythis inflowof Refugees
fromhostile Islamic states
was simplynot properly
addressed inthe State
Plan,"Walter BrianBil­
bro, the plaintiff, says in
an affidavit insupport of
his motionfor atemporary
injunction or temporary
restraining orderagainst
the state's agreement with
the federal government to
allow refugees toresettle
here.
Inresponse tothe law­

suit, the governor'sstaff
referredto alettershe

wroteto Secretaryof State
John Kerry intheafter­
mathof theParis terrorist
attacks last November in
which sheasked that no
Syrianrefugees beallowed
toresettle inSouthCar­
olina, "untilIcanbe as­
sured that allpotential
refugees fromSyria have
noties toterrorist organi­
zations."
TedGoins,presidentof

LutheranServicesCar­
olinas,oneofthedefen­
dantsinthesuit,saidhis
organizationhasresettled
twoSyrianrefugeesinthe
state,bothintheMidlands.
Anotherfamilyhadbeen

approvedbuttheircasewas
delayed,hesaid.
"Wehavenotbeenin­

formedthatwewillbe
gettinganymore,"Goins
said.
Jason Lee,of World

Relief inSpartanburg, a
religious nonprofit that
assistsinrefugee reloca­
tion,saidhis office hadn't
been servedwith thelaw­
suit.But hesaidthe or­
ganization hasn'tresettled
anySyrian refugees in
SouthCarolina andhas no
plans tobringany indur­
ing2016.
Thoseare the onlytwo

agencies contractedwith
the federal government to
assistinresettling refu­
gees,according to the
StateDepartment.
"Lutheran Services

Carolinas hasreceived a
copy ofthat legal filing
and weare analyzing that
suitnow," Goins said."On
the face ofit, it appearsto
bewithout merit, but we
won'tbecommenting
furtheruntil we've had
time toreviewit with our
legal team."
DSSspokeswoman Ma­

rilyn Matheussaid,"The
Department of Social
Services hasbeenserved
with the lawsuitregarding
the refugee resettlement
program. Our staff are
reviewingthe allegations
and preparingarespon­
sive pleading.
She declinedfurther

comment.
Inhis affidavit,Bilbro

describes himself asa
46­year­old,1991 gradu­
ate ofthe University of
South Carolina, married,
with twoyoung daughters.
"When I found outthat

agents ofthe nonprofit
Lutheran Servicescouldn't
legally sharetheir religion
or Judeo­Christian values

or invitethe refugees to
church …Irealizedthe
highdegree ofnegligence
and recklessmisrepre­
sentations being perpe­
trated onmeas atax­
payer, myfamily andthe
Publicinterest," hewrote.
"Iambringingthisac­

tionbecauseIbelievethis
exploitationofmyconstitu­
tionalrightsasacitizen
andtheabuseofmy
daughtersandmywife's
rightsareinevitableunder
thecurrentplan,andthere­
foremustceaseimmediate­
lybeforeithasreachedthe
horrifyingtippingpointwe
arenowwitnessinginEu­
rope,"hewrote.
The lawsuit, filed by

attorneyLauren Martelof
HiltonHead, citestwo
casesfiled byNed Sloan
of Greenvilleinasserting
that Bilbro,as an indivi­
dual, haslegal standing to
take the issue tocourt
because of its "public
importance."
The lawsuitasks for a

receiverto beappointed to
oversee the fundingof the
refugee resettlement pro­
gramin SouthCarolina
and tostopthe program
until all fundingcanbe
accounted for.
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