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'SCORES VISIT
GHOST ISLAND
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= S x Acre Strip Has Attraction for, 

Curious People j
_____  i

FAMILY BURIAL GROUND

Curiosity Seekers Evidently Find Inter­
est in Viewing Graves of Those Who 

Were Interred Many Decades Ago for 

Little Island Has Nothing Else* to 

Attract Visitors

■

g

Ghost Island, a small island about 
j six acres in dimension, in the Ashley 
river, a short distance above the 
Charleston bridge, is now a popular 

! place of visit for the curiosity seekers, 
: and It is estimated that cite little Is- 
! land has been visited by many hundred 

people during the last few weeks.
The interest which attracts Is a mor­

bid and gruesome concern, for the is­
land was the place of burial for an old 
Charleston family, now extinct, and It 
is to view the old mahogany caskets 
with their dead, in the vault in the cen- 

- ter of the island which carries the visi­
tors to the little island.

Ghost Island Is at the turn of a 
creek, nearly opposite Congressman Le­
gare's place- Il Is a beautiful little 
spot, the island resembling much an 
Inverted saucer. In its topographical 
and natural appearance. It is wooded 
with a number of high pines, a fpw 
small oaks and underbrush, with only 
a well trodden path' leading to the vault 
In the center of the island. From the 
oaks hang heavy folds of moss, some 
of It being particularly graceful fes­
toons and drops, making the place a 
beautiful little spot,'which should be 
permitted to serve its purpose of being 

I a resting place for the deud of an old 
honored family, now said to be prac- 

| tically extinct.
. The Island was the burying ground of 

the Lining family. This fact is estab­
lished by the marble tablet which 
stands over the entrance of the 
bearing the name of Charles Lining 
and the year 1803. There Is no land­
ing place. It looks as If the family 
purposely designed that the island 
should be a private ground, and the 
Intrusion of those who are not mem­
bers of the family should be discour­
aged. Teh island is only reached In a 
boat of small draft but the elevation 
juts up so suddenly and. completely that 
it Is possible to step from the launch 
or tow boat on to the land. The pres­
ent ownership of the island Is not 
known, and there is no one in charge 
to enforce the privacy which- the fam­
ily^ desired. The island stands within 
easy approach and recently the atten­
tion of the curious has been directed to 
the island, and as stated, there is a 

i Targe travel to the place.
I The vault is of brick, with heavy oak 
doors, and large brass hinges, securely 
rlvetted.- It is about fifteen feet square 
and about ten feet in height. It con­
tains a number of shelves on which are 
placed the caskets; containing the dead. 
In all there are about twenty-five cas­
kets in the vault- The caskets are all 
made of mahogany of a style of work­
manship which has long passed.. The 
caskets are generally without covers, 
and this fact makes the visit of the 
curious so gruesome. The small boats 
come up to the edge of the island and 
the parties are disembarked to enter 
the vault and peer into these uncov­
ered caskets. How the' covers have 
happened to be off it is not known. The 
The covers may never have been 
screwed and perhaps in some instance 
through idle curiosity one cover was 
raised and the experiment was followed 
in the case of the others, until all the

; caskets had their lids removed.
i The vandalism of the visitors to the 
■ burial ground Is shown in the removal 
■ of the surer plates which formerly’ 
; adorned each casket? giving the name 
of the deceased within the box. Every 
one of these plates has been stripped 
from the caskets and. not content with 
this plunder, the very person of the 

cad has been robbed.
In one instance a doll was tom from 

the arms of a little girl in one of the 
- -skets and buttons have been cut from 
the clothing of the dead. In one of the 

ckets axe the remains of a member 
•f the family- clothed in a uniform re- ; 
sembling that of a Continental, which 
trracts special attention from the visi­

tors.
The preservation of the bodies and 

dress is said to be remarkable. In the ■

I

5®


