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SLC Regional Resource on Census of Agriculture

Although the country as a whole has shifted away from
agricultural pursuits, the South remains a largely agrarian
region. As the only source of uniform and comprehensive
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation, the
Census provides the most detailed picture of U.S. farms and
the people who operate them. For this reason, the Census
remains an important resource for SLC states, and is used by
a wide range of stakeholders for various reasons. For
example, agribusiness companies use the data to make
decisions about where to market their products, while lenders
and insurance companies use this information in risk
management calculations.

This Regional Resource analyzes the economic contributions
agriculture makes to our national and regional economies and
highlights some of the commaodities for which the 15 SLC
member states make the largest contributions. Finally, the
source of who is providing the labor that makes agriculture
possible is examined.
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