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Haley: Flood’s pricetag is $1.4 billion

REVIEAL MO DRSS VTR
Sandy Robarts wadis though the foodwaterns
o help pick wp trash ot 5.

Solicitor:
Defendant,
ex-maid
killed pair
Rhodes pleaded not
guilty to all charges in

2012 double homicide
ROMANDO DIXSON

DO G TRV LENTING SOtk

As Salicitor Walt Wilkins painted a
picture of the prosceutbon’s case in
the deable homicide of an Eastside
couple, he alleged for the first time
publicly that the couple’s ex-house-
keeper was invelved 1n the slayings,
although she has not been charged.

Jonathan Donell Rhodes, 25, of
Greenville, is on trial this week. He
wis charged with murder in the 2032
deaths of Gary Wells, 78, and Helen
Wills, 77. Wilking sadd during his
apening  arguswent  Tacsday  that
Rhodes did mot kill the Wellsca by
himself and implicated Shirley Ann
Rogers, the former housckeeper.

“Shirley and Jono-
than  Rhodes,  youw'll
Iearn  Later, docided
that My.and Mes. Wells
didm't need o be
around anymore, and

™ they wenl o Terrn-
man? {Drived on et 1,
2012, anad they brutally
murdered them,” 'Wii’-
kins told the jury.

Wilkins did not elaborate on Rog-
ers invalvement, only adding tha
Rogers was the link botween Rhodes
and the Wellses. Khodes has pleaded
not guilty to all charges, including
four counts of pessession of o wen
during the commission of a viokent
crime, 1w ¢ounts of kidnapping and
firstalegree burglary.

Wilkans  sabd the case against
Rhides was like piccing tegether a
picture puzzls.

"“You start with one picce and you
fnd the next malching piece and the
niext piatching piece,” he said. “And
aver [henext couple nlda:,:., WeETRD B o-
ing to present fo you a pleluee —a per-
feet pfctum of how this securred
and what hoppened, And once yoo et
that picture made out perfecily, }r:':!

will lnok rJl.'mn anl you will see
o

Jorathan
Ehodes

g S e e

State taxpayers’ portion is
£114 million for recovery

TIM SMITH
TEITHEGRT I LEN PG S08

COLUMBIA - The estinated oost
from October's (ooding could exeecd
514 billion, aceording to new figures re-
teased by Gov, Wikki Haley znd previous-
by dischsed numbers by other officials,

Flaliy saicl Tuesday thestnlesshareal
thise casts will be about £114 million,

which she said could be pasd for by
Erowiinin aLate revenues.

However, she is asking members of
the state's congressional delegation to
find $140 miltiom to help pay for restora-
tiom of an estimated 2600 units of dam-
aged houzsing for bws and moderatesins
corme Faniilies.

“What wewant tedolsget peopleback
on thedr feet.” she said,

The finoding in Getober killed 17 peo-
ple in South Caroking, forced the closure
of 541 roculs amd bridpes sind sent thisu.
sards Mecing from their honses.

The 314 hillion number includes the
3114 million needed from state coffers as
the state’s share In food repairs mostly
covered by federal aid, almost S600 mil-
lion in agricultural losses, $181 million in
private insurance claims, $52 million in
lisanes From the Federal Small Business
Administration, $140 meillion for bousing
amd 5367 million in payments to public
agencies and individuals by the Federal
Emergeney Management Agency,

Haley said repairs to the state's infra-

See FLOOD, Page 2A

PIZZA PARTY A GO,
WIN OR LOSE

Clemson’s Swinney is planning to have enough free food to feed
20,000 people to celebrate the team after Saturday’s UNC game

if Clemon beats Unhwerity of Borth Caroling, the party will start at noon Sunday, when the annoy

FEEOTO Y RART BOATARGHTATARE

15 about the champlonshép bracdoet

are made, and if the Tigers bose, itwill be at 3 pom. Tha gates will open an hour before the paty.

RON BARNETT
RRARNITTOGAEFMLLENTWE CCo
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FOOD: Caterers share how to party like the pros. D1

Che ﬂnﬁt and Courier

FOUMDED 1803 =

Wedramaday, Dipoombaer 3, 2005

Roof likely to face state trial first

Deeision on death penalty in eivil rights

case up to L.

FY ANDREW KXAFF
akri g pbindssokrion

Udann Rood protably will ssand
ariab in siane comrl Firs a3 Poaderal
Froscculion doatisus B ruminslcmer

whather tn soek the death penaliy In

5. attorney general, panel

thelr civil rights cise, one of the au
Uhermies sakd Ty,

En 1Ee 1iale precood ing oot for fuby
10, ihe Z1-pesr-old Eapioner s will
fhoe enncutbon H oorriowed of murder
counts Bt b secuied of fntal by dhaost
Ing ning parithlond on June 17 a
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tency fay Rkurdion sail Lhe casc s
eapreicd nhe sonk ot he comamlitee
by the year's endl. Thee pame] Trpscaliy
Finkes i povecn e o 1o Lyt
writhin %0 diyx afier that, ke satd.

“Warkous i ks and crosmondies”™
abe e g it whet b 1o malke it
aeapital cane, Richarduon schded Witk
the Srciion uill hangieg, beaid a

WINHEH OF THE 2015 PULITZER PRIZE FOR PURLIC SERVICE

FLIN

aifalk srd::.:il-.wnl.-dwrl.‘lmmr:
Frodred M ot b realisic.

“H lmad 2 wimphe, siralghiinresnd
cieke” e sl "Wt hive snde signil
calnk sri . e ool i gquickly
nwmun woedd [k i

The bar oesing bn LLS, [Hateks
et was 8 <hance for peoseu
for and defrone atlomcys b opdate
tedpe Bkchard43engel on the o of
LIS

Phegae o BOOH, Page A6

GOP race gears up in S.C.

Marcn Bublo sppear Tursday ot the College of

Al s T
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Blind woman longs to buy gifts
for 2 grandchildren she’s raising
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NEW PLAYGROUND
FOUND VANDALIZED

DELAYNA EARLEY + Sraif phoro

Children play at the new playground in Haval Herltage Park on Tuesday afterncon in Port Royal,

Adjacent skate park to remain closed indefinitely

By STEPHEMN FASTENAL!
afastenaiai Il‘allfl-r[jﬂlb.'[h‘x\ﬂilt
B3R

A recently opened Port Boval plasgroansd hos been
vardalized, leading the town to close the sdjacent
skate park.

.‘i:m.lﬂ:nu:n:lmll.-uj!hm;l-,mq'ilq.;wlbee] fnl:rlllnﬂ|ar;:¢
wond e replica of a Spandsh galleon, the cemerplece
of the playground built last monih in Naval Heritage
Park. White spackle had aksobeen thrown on the ship,
towen mnsaager Van Willks sabd.

“That, in addition to garbage strewn throughout the
area, led the town to cordon off the skate park with
crimie tape: pawd threaten ampone seenin the skate park
with trespassing chanpes. The town s offiering @ re-
ward for information about the vandalized ship.

Willis was prepared to reopen the skate park Tues-
day afternoon but changed his mind after sceing the
crimme tagre s signs torn down Less than 24 hours af-
ler p::-illg u;L'ﬁ:u:.%kuw pul.rk will L wlien the trasly
in the asea i picked up, he said,

“My staff will resunee their cleanup efforts after the
r_'nm:nmu:li!!.-I]Latm.l;!]s-cunle_v 1.':|'rq.-x.:q.r|:|||ng:h;||'u1u!l!|:i.'.;
facility sbeps up and mabkes anceffort,” Willls sabd.

Closing the skate park sct off adebate on the town's
Faoebook page.

Sommeone sugrested changing fees Others spid the
tovvn should police the ares more heaxvily

Some said the act penalizes skabeboarders who
aren't part of the: problen and have noewhers dlse o

Pliazoe soo PARK on BA

Established in 1897

75 cents

56 arrests
in US
related

to ISIS

It’s the largest number of
terrerism-related arrests in
the country in a single year
since September 2001,

By ERIC SCHMITT
Mo York Timiss Mows Servioe

WASHIMGTOMN — LS. authori-
ties this year have arrested nearly
frve dozen ;k:u]ﬂn: in tlee Ulnitted
States for lelping to support o
plot with the [skamic State, acoord
imgz o 2 e sty the Langest num-
ber of terporism-related arrests in
the countey ina singde year sinee
September 2001,

The: Isbnic State recruits defy
amy singele profile, the stwdy found,
although ihey ar: youngee than
previcus terrerism suspects, draw
heavily om converts to Islam and
reflect ncreasingly prominent
roles for women in the terrorist
organization,

A dl.ﬂ:u:-j.:;n!]:-hic s;|:|:|,1s;|1|.|l: of thae
Flindividuals arvested on clsrges
related to the [slamic State since
March 2004, including 56 this year,
cinerged from a comprelbensive
review of zocial media aceoums
and legal doowments of nearly 400
LLS, sympathizers of the Islamic
State conducted by resesirehers m
Greorge Washington Unbversitg

The wolume and diversity of
those arrested underscors the
growvingg chalbenge the FIL o To-
cal low enforcement agencies face
im trying to identify, monitor and,
if mecessary, apprehend suspects
at @ time when the Ilamic $tate
has sharply increased its appeal 1o
Whesterners through Twitter, Face:
bk and ot her social meedin.

“The individuals cange from
hardiened militants to teenage
irls, petty criminals and college
students” said Lorenzo Viding,
the director of the unlversity’s
program on extremism, which
comducted the study, “Thedinnersi-
by B stogeerings” The report, tithed
“ISIS in Amwricn — From Retwiels
to Ragqa was made public
Theesday

Ploate sen 1SIS on A

Beaufort Countv libraries to chansge hours in Januarv
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Vigil honors
victims of violence

Thi pews of Morningside Bap-
tist Church werg Hned Tucsday
might with family members
honoring the memaries of thelr
loved ones who lost their lives
as a result of violence, €1

Two arrested in Union
County homicide

The Union County Sheriff's
O annpunced Tuesday that
Tw arrests have been made in
the Nov. 20 death of Rebecca
W. Tylor. €1

Nonprofits to share
Duke grant money

Thirteen nenprofit organiza-
tions in Sauth Carolina and
Morth Caroling will share

mare than &1 million in granis
throsgh the Duke Energy Water
Resgurces Fund. G4

NATION & WORLD

Obama: Parts of deal
must be hinding

President Barack Obama said
Tuesday thist parts of the global
warming deal being neaotiated
im Paris should be legally bind-
img on the countries that sign
o, setting up a patential fight
with Riepublicans at home, A4

GIVE YELLOW
| JAGKETS A FIGHT

G * GolUpstate.com

| OCTOBER DISASTER

STRUGGLES
GONTINUE FOR
GOAL INDUSTRY

BUSINESS, C5

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA

{

SC’s share of flood damage: $114M

Cronvernor; State won't
need to borrow money

By Jefifrey Collins
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — South Caro-
lima taxpavers will need to pay
at least $114 million for the
state's share of damage caused
by October's massive flooding,

which has a price tag topping
%1 billion, the governor said
Tuesday.

Gov. Mikki Haley said the
state won't need to borrow any
money, and she will ask law-
makersto use part of a predicted
increase of more than £1 billien
in revenue to pay the bills,

The estimates released at
a news conference Tuesday
include the state's obligations

for damaged roads, houses and
other infrastructure like the
Caolumbia Canal, which was
damaged and left the state's
largest city without clean water
for more than a week.

The governor also said
there have been $181 million
i insurance claims to private
companies, and the federal
government plans on paying
about $500 million to helpwith

roads, individwal damage claims
and assistance bo government
agencies, Add in the estimated
$375 million in direct damage
to agriculture, and the total hill
for flopd damage is around $1.2
billion.

The floods happened after
up to 2 feet of rain fell over a
fow days in early October. The

SEE DAMAGE, AB

DOWNTOWN SHOOTOUT

Greer man, 18, killed in
clash with Atlanta police

7 e S e e A s S

A car imvolved in an officer-involved shooting thal lef an 18-year-old Greer man dead sits on the sidewalk as a police efficer stands by in

downbown Atlanta an Monday nighl, DAVIE GOLOMAR/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

POLICE SHOOTOUT

Thee Asseciated Press

ATLANTA -~ Police officers ducked
behind cars as gunshots whizzed
through a busy part of downtown
Atlanta, killing a Greer, 8.C.,

man

R

Smith had run-ins with
law enforcement 1n SC
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Give the gift of art

Sumter Artists Guild holds
annual Holiday Mart c1

City may transfer land for Main Street hotel

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS

adrfennogtheliemonm

Surmder City: Cowseil spisroisl frst
reading of an ordinanes 1o transler 75
acres on Main Street to Sumber Hoted
m;wm,r.n‘.dumm its meeting Twes-

The extension of lamd will include 10
B Main Stoto 14 M Maln Se, aecovding
o b proogisel ordina nee

Mayor Joe MeElveen sald 11 & not

Midlands
economy
keeps pace

BEY JIM HILLEY
Jrnidtheemuoom

Eevisornie growth in the MMl
Lawls, inchsbing Sumler, his
tranliticaeally lagped belind
b amens of South Carlin,
sapys Joseph Viory Messen, an
eormizg ol University ol
South Carclina’s Daria Moo
S of Frosiisi=s; bual this
year's numbers shaw the region
Toeweping peics: with other anems
im the state,

““The Midlands has been
doing bettor this year,” he said.
“*Traditionally the Midlands has
beoem groswing &t 5 mare moder
ate paee — that has changed.”™

He sall Colunthisn his B
growing on pace with Green-
villeamne Clisrdeston, Bocstied by
groawih in the education, mili-
Ly anml st povernnienl s
tors. Thid has bepefitted the
Bumber aren i well.

“This time Inst yesar we were
Tewiking af satiester,” b giul,
in mefierenos lo culs in military
spending at Fort Jackson and
Shenw Air Foroe Base. =W hid
setjuester, but ot nearly as se-
v s expectind.”

South Carelina’s highest rate
of groesth o =R
vesars willl peersist
1 2076 said Von
Nessen and Doug
Wowslvwsaid, oooik-
sl in the D
sbon af Hesearch
ol Ahee =choal, Al
A oo e i
e sy in Ci-
lumbia promcing
this Eronomio
Onatlook Conder-
e scheduled] o
D 17, Residents
cam expect biread-
e groscth
aeToss it indus-
ries with accompanying gains
In empleyinent sl inconse,

WON MESSEN

WODDWARD

[P H T

Jobrercation —oneof the
D=L imliczibons Of excaruenic e
formance, Von Messen sabl — is

avkpechoad Qo g T 29 peroent
im MK, according 1o projec:
Lo,

unique for the city to transfer land to
prospective exxnioamic gauriners.

He said construction of the hotel is
s iripatind 1o start st the Depinaing ol
next ye

In other sction, alter a discusslon of s
copuditicons, council appoeed first reaod-
I ol am ordinano: (o add exemptions
from the purohibition against drinking on
slpvets and other publie areas to lnelinde
apprie] sdewalk dining hosions in
the Contral Business DNstriel.

Acrording te the proposed ordinanes,
vesstmarants with the mpprogrinde licons
o5 tosell aleohodic bevernges will be al-
Borwrd Cow seopvee sboodiol 13 dbessipnuiiogd
dining areas on the sidewalk

Cliy Attorney Erbe Shytle sabd theclty
coatld affer sidewalk dining pecmits,
which would be easler than creating an
ordinzee,

Canncklwornan lone Daoer and
Cotincilmsn Calvin Hasdbe voted b o
position of the crdinanoes.

Ale, conuncil approved Tirst reading
of i amegidrment toa section of (he
city's code of endinance reganding the
abemuolition sppsls eocess G propery
CWTIOTS.

Aecording to the proposed amend-
ment, the chief’ codes enforcemont offE-
chal will have 10 days o scledule s
hearing after pecobving o demolition
agrpeal.

SEE €ITY, FAGE A%

Liked and shared

BICE AN TR FRE oMt 0T
Harold kohnson, cwner of Treshouse Nursery, (Hustrates how he uses 2 plastic pipe to determine the length of a tree,

Facebook post helps Treehouse Nursery recover from flood

BY JIM HILLEY

LI T P ey
TETRTom

Mo ope has yot been able to deters
mvime the cost of direge Mo the 1000
vesir Boodd, but onee thing that was not
uproated by the deluge ks the willing-
ness of Palmetto state residonts tohelp
each olliet out.

Harold Johnson, owner of Trechowss
Mursery & Feed Supply. 3750 Thomas
Surnber Highway in Dialsell, G tha
out flrat hand alter a local reshdent ex-
plaised his predlicarment an Facobook.

A former Sumier polloe chief, Joho-
soay senbal B snifferv] as masch as §70,000
in damage 1o merchinidise, equipment
Akl infEestre et wWhea Doadwsters

Lirel @is pualdon cheied.

" We lnst 3500 plants thal sveraged
S15 to & apriece,” he saick ©18 washasl
them down the moad & couple of miles”

Mlmst of those plants wens being
reqadied for the spring seasom, he said.
bust that was only part of it

"My offiee Bocded, and my warchouse
Monded,™ e salbd. “Wie bost absout 125
Taless of hay and probably close Lo #00
beagzs of horse feed sl 1nse and fertilizer
el gowxbs - all (heat Rivad of qnfl™

The water In his office destroved wo
aompters and a ceedit camd machine,
b sald.

“I0 Tt wes gy Beacl.™

Aohnsan said other than an offerof a
S-vear A pereet! Simall Busieess Ad-

Iy Mo porvernmeent pssishinne

1 am 64 years old and don’t need io
b iy a1 eorigage A 54,7 he said. “1
teld them “Mo thank vou,™

Jabinson snid it's beea s iough vear

"W aire ot of ey bocouse of the
dirought,” he sald. *We had nine weeks
without cutting any hay, We normeally
wonld have hay in the barn right o,
il we dlon't hanve any, Income from
things we normally would have we fust
haven't Bsad this year”

He said he talked to Linda and they
abechibes] Lo iy aboant e

Through it all, they weren't even
thinking abwal goinge ool ol esiness,
b sl

SR Bl A wathoaet aony el p and we
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CRYING FOUL

Residents ask County Council to take on Hodges odor issue

By COLIN RIDDLE
cradeRedinndeoumal oom:

Hendges Waver Michacl Goonge
=i Taciday e was hanging Chriv-
mas lights dowstawn 1he ||igh1
bedore whe the snvell of dog foed
walted across the snaall conen of 150
residents ashe i it doet ofen,

While the adior didn's fill Green-
wood County Coundil chambers
Tuesday, Coundil continesd ics sesnch
for & sobution to an ese Councbman
Boh Fisher brought up a1 2 meeting
Rast month.

Fasher asked Council to take up a

niew axbir erfmande W ke p clinsinate
anbors he assockncd wih SPF Monh
Anterica. which procluces pet lood
faver enhancers and is located off
Highmay 25 two miles from Hodges.

Four raiidents, including Goarge
and state Rep. Shannon Rileyw.
Bedirocmwond, spoke during public
comments, pleading with Couneil o
fixc am issue with odors coming from
oo seiige pump statbons in the area.

The panp stalions amd surmosand:
iy sower e awnied by Ciroonwond
Metropolitan District and are oper-
aped b Ware Sheoals Water ansd Sewer
District bn 2 lomg-tenm lease.

Coanil vited Tuesday te lable
the ordinance after receiving legal
afvice from Coumly Alerncy So-
phen Baggett in a chosed - door nwect
Inig, pedersed foas executive sesshon,

Baggetl previoushy shared concems
over drafileg an-odor ordi maece snce
it is difficult bo measure what & con
siekered am clfensive oo

Wit consilering other oplicas
that may be bemeficial)” Fraher s,
"W thank e may have a bettor way
that woaild be more direcl.”

LN SOCLE | BRDE DAL

Finheer said ank onlinande @ ot ol Hogpas Mayor Michael George asks Greemwood County Councl for their
help in addrecsang an odor iscue from SPF North America's plant off

the tabde.
See ODOR. page 44

Heghwvary 25.

JOFEHUN 5 MELLY | ROEK UM

& horse puling a camage on Tuesday trots along the Lander University campus. The schocl is hoping to start a mew hobday tradbion with a
tree kghting and other Christmasthemed events.

University brings back holiday tradition

By ARIEL GILREATH
i el (5

The sound of hooves and
Chrisimas music flled Lander
Liniversings <anspais Tusday nighn
as the school siarts wha it hopes

willl beoome a haliday tradition.

The cvent was a Rick-start t the
holiday seaten with a tree lighting
and holiday activities, horse - drswmn
carriage rides, performances by
he Girgvnwanad and Enserald High
School chodr and a performance
by the university siudent brass
entemmide,

Shadents abe Smores and drank
ool i eftinbe Bodarabing ping-
brread housses smd walking arcend
in lacky Chiristmas swealers.

Randy Bouknighl. vide prosi-
dent of suedent affairs, said they
decided to hove a Chrisimaos
tree lighling ceremony this year

beiuie University Prosadent Riche
ard Cosentino wanted to start o
Feod by Eraadiiion,

Eouknzght said this will be the
first m_-¢-|:'sh|i:|g COTEMONY in
e than 15 yoars

See HOLIDAY, page 34

Active Day creates freedom, family environment

By MARY HKATE McGOWAN
e T e R

Active Day ol Greenwooxd center
dircctor Ali MeAlister cnsures the
center dowes more than keep clienis
Brealiby and safe. She nuakes sare ibe
gemer o iy cnvimon el

The addull day program looks alter
clienis ranging in age from 20 o 88
while their familics work and rake

i Guality time with their family
whee ibsey beave for 1k daw,

Tanya Anaker. Active Day af
Gireenwond parse, said the isdividu-
s range m mobdlity. As the conber is
:'hr.\}'fﬂr e s Dl compmunsy
amil leave: Lheir houses, she id they
TV S T antaRe hed,

In addition to keeping up with
the licnis’ medicine ard medical

et ot e BB RAloaa s R e i

B FLOODING

Haley
extends
FEMA

deadline

By MARY KATE McGOWAN

s ke pouTiE Coms

Gaw, Mikki Haley announced
Tucsday that Federal Emer-
gency Management Adminisira.
1 Jq\-pnmh-d her oLt for the
a-day dead-
line extensinm
far individual
asssstance in the
cleanup efforns
fram Cklabkers
historic flooding
amnl hedny raing.
but George
McKinney sabd
it-will not sfec
mach i Gireesnoodsd County.

MeKinaey, Geoomeood County
Emergency Managensemt coordi-
natar, said individeal sssistance
applicataon demials “hawve umhin.g
1 ghy with” the deadine exfomion
that aleo inchsde the low-iseres
Small Busincss Administration
loans. which was originally set for
Friday, The new deadiing &5 Jan, 4.

He sl people whe are denied
are grantad 60 days o reapply no
mialer e pepistration deadline.

"It gives people a longer tinse
st o apphi e sasd

With the desdline cxtension,
MeKinney said there might not
b 3 dignilicant increase in peaple
who register for indinidual assis-
tance.

He sl 2000 irndivicusls applicd
within the firsl fow weeks afler
the weather event, ased the nism-
s have dloveed down oven as the
ariginal deadline approached.

“We peally shawed dovem on the
nambers Lhat are applving now
m;nil‘n;nnlh':' M Banmsey saad.

FEMA spokeimam Carl Hondir-
son =1id 516 individuals or house.
holds have pegisered for individu-
al asisrasde in Greenwosd Coun-
1y a5 of Monday night. He sasd he
alisd st Snone hov many poaplcs

MCKINNEY
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Darlington Middle hosting qualifier for robotics championships

Tt M vk

DARLINGTON - Datlington
Middle Schoal will transform
into @ hub for robotics on Sa1-
ueday wiven e school hoars dee
Pee Dee Area Qualifier for the
2006 South Carolina First Lego
[raﬂm‘-ﬁlal|~{Z:I|.:|||:|P-i|:||ul'|i|m.

Swdents  from  five  public
school districts and one private
school who are passionate about

scienee and enginecring will par-
tecipate in the competition This
will be the fiest ime Darlingion
Middle has been sclected to host
the Pee Dee Area Qualifice. Flor-
enpee. Dackingron Technical Col
lepe previoushy hosted the evern
al the Southeastern Institute of
i'q.[:ll:lLlI'.ll'Lm'illgﬂlll.i'Eu'hru!'ll:tg:;
“We are exiremely exeited and
boak forward to having an amaz-
ing time” DMS Principal Ededie

shuler said. “Hopefully we will
conlimee to host the event sch
vieak We will ave a DMS team
that will participate in the evend,
This up has been warkin
siuuvﬁ:n;boa:nuingon!umtl
Vear b Assure §l Cepresenls our
school and district well”

T otler 'I'.I:lll'illt-l_tl:.lt Cemnty
School Disteics schooks willl send
wams o the competition: the
Darlingten County Instimte of

Technalogy and Spaulding Mid-
cle Sehaal.

Sanurday’s competnon will be-
gin at & a.m. and continue wmil
330 e a1 Darlinglon Midkde
Schoal, which is locaed w150
Pine Dale Deive in Darlingron.

The Pee Dee Avca Qualilier
wall be one ol 15 1|1ut|i!:.'inz OO
petitions  Teedd  staewide dur
ing Decemnber and fanuarg The
East State Championship will be

held Feb 13 at Carolina Forest
High School, and the Wea Stage
Champlonship will be held a1
Easley High School on Felb. 6,
The rnnﬁlﬂili.nns are span-
soted by 5.0 Firsd Lego League
and Boboaics Education Ine, (5.C,
FLL), which partners with FIRST
LG |1‘ilz|.ﬂ! and Tunior EIRST
LEGO Lesgue in South Canolina,

Zee ROBOTICS, Fage 24

Hartsville
to begin
using
CodeRED

From L ripiri

‘The city of Haresville has contrac-
ed with Emergency Commimica-
i Mok tolicense itsCodeRELY
high-speed  motificiion  systent
CodeRED provides City officials the
ahility e delieer impor tant or critical
sk b hones in targeted areas
of theoughout dee city quickh:

CodeRED allows in-city residents
and hasinesses o peceive critical
tressapes from their Jocal govem
ment about emergencies, o some
pemenl notifcations iF desind, by
plyone, 1esxt or email The ssten
uses a gelephone dacabase, aldwugh
not all in-ciny phome nuenbers have
necessrily been included m this
Inlivicluaks and busivesses may add
their cwn phone numbsers directly
imin the systemn’s database by visit-
ing the city of Hamsville websie,
vowrw hartsvilbese.pov, and Tollowing
the link to the CodeRED Commu-
nity Mtification Enrollment page,
Fotinel ai the feont page of the welb.
site, Those withow [mermset access
meay call the city of Harisville Public
Senvice Depariment at 843.303-3006
o provide the ir inforosation over the
phone, Businesses and Individuals
may also opt out of reosiving motifi-
catiang if deimed,

Requined informanion includes a
confact persons fiest and last name,
a street acddeess :'!lll:.ﬁinll il
only, o B, boxes), ey, state, sip
code and a primary phoawe number.
Adifitional phoree numbers may be
enfered s well Peciuse CodeRED
can s geographically based deliv
ery of messages, stoeet addresses ane
eequired o ersare that energency
molifbeation calls ane reoeived Dy
those who need themin a given shu-
atian,

Al buzineses, shaulel  consider
cepistering, as well as individuals
who hawve unlisted phone num-
bers, indiiduals wha have changed
their plone number o address
within 1he last year and those who
use & cellphone or a VolP phone as

Zer GODERED, Page 34

Decked for

the hol_idays

SR ETARDE M A W
Jusly 'Wakier, right, a member of the John L. Hart Cattage Guild, gives a tewr of the home daring kst year's Chaistmas Open House. The Hart
Cottage will be open to visiors on Sunday for its annual open house.

Hartsville's historic homes ready for Sunday's open house

BY ARDIE ARVENSON
aradcadtartraisesmger com

Flaresailles  throe  hisbonic
houses will apen o visions
Sunday for thelr anneal Christ-
mas tour from 3 10 5 pan,

Featared an taur will be the
Jacob kefley Houwse in Kel |w
lewiown, the Thomas Ham
House ai  Kalmia Gandensz
and the Fehin Han Coatage on
Home Avenue, The three his-
toric: homes, all listed on the
National Register of Histaric
Places, will be decked ou ap.
propriately in period decora-
tipns for the holidays Adinis-

a0 is Free

Guusts to the Histaric Homes Chelistmas Opan House
Thevmas E. Hast House st Kalmda Gardens.

oa Sunday can enjoy canlage rides at tha
Jacoh Kelley House

"In is dear msxgieal time of
the year when the aromas of
preeneTy, spioes, cookies, and

ebration,” Lee said “The chil
dren will experience de bam
and bearn abowt ways children
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ANALYSTS:
SHUTDOWN
0DDS OVER
REFUGEES
AT 50-50

Congress must approve $1.1 trillion
spending bill before Dec. 11

By WILLIAM DOUGLAS AND LESLEY CLARK
McClatchy Washington Buresu

WASHIMNGTON — Congress neturns to Washing-
ton this week facing a potential showdown over Syr-
iam refugees resettling in the LTS, a bantbe that could
Jead o i partial shatdown of the government.

Lawmakers must approve a $1.1 trillion spending
il beefore Dhec. I, And some opponents of Presi-
dent Barpck Ohama’s effort to resettle 100000 Syrian
refugmees in this country view the nust-pass funding
meeasure as the perfisct wehicls to thwart the admin-
istration’s plam.

=1 think it's better than 50-50 that we're going to get
o, Mormsan Orneteln, o centrist schokir on politics
and Congnsss at the American Enterprise Institute,
said of a shutdown,

Thee House of Rn:|rr¢fﬂ:|1l!:|li\'¢ss Ltrckw] 2 bl edore
its Thanksgiving recess that essentially blocks: the
resettlement of Syrian and Iragi refugees in the TS,
unbess they pass heightened sccurity background
checks,

But Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid, D-Mew,
hias wowved to block the bill sponsored by Republican
Reps. Richard Hudson of North Carolina and Michae]
MeCaul of Tesxns And Obama theeatens o veo i1
thee bill arvives at his desk, even though it passed the
Huouse on aveto-proof bipartissm 289-137 vote,

Theat legves the :.-'|:u.::|u:]ing hi",sai-:! Rep. Alick Mul-
vy, RS

“That's the bogtical next step. cspecially if the Senate
dowsn't ke up the Tssue” said Mobaney, o member

Pleaze soo 50-50 on B4
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County
approves

Bluffton
Walmart

Commission vetes unanimausly
to allow plans for a shopping
cantar at the intersection of
5.C.170 and Bluffton Parkway
to advance.

By ASHLEY FAHEY
sfzhewiEisland packet oom
BA3-T04-B1ET

Beaufort County’s first Walmart
oy store has muvved one step
chimer (o hrenking ground.

Ina special meeting, e Bhaflton
Manning Commission voted unan
imously togive approvad, with con
ditions by town staff and board
meribers, for a cerificate 11|'.'|]:--
propriatencss to o proposed shop
ping center ot e intersection of
S 170 anad Bluilton Parkway The
project is part of the Buckwalter
planmed-unit developmient.

A -lﬁ.fl(lf!l-*;quar::-t'l.lm Walmnri
Belghborhood Market and Phur-
macy will anchor the develop-
meent, which sitson a 24.7-aom: site,
A Walmart gas station, with six
feeling stations and a 757-square-
fost Kinsk, and two retail buildings,
orws BN souare feet and the: osher
U0 s feet, are wlso ehuded
i:li !h‘_’ cenlern.

Conditions for approval include
additiona] drawinggs for dumpster
envclosunes on il property and
an integrated sipn package. Addi-
tiomally, the Manning Commmission
requested further chamges to the
landscaping plan, sugpesting the
use of more “native plant materi
als™ im the developmient.

“There are =ome [|'-m;:ur~a|'d}
trees that F OF mreiny nod b ;.;l.n.u|
for this megion,” said commission
meember Danicl Kecfer. He cited
by hocusts amd other decidwous
trees rentianed in the lasdseapim
plan as being particularly problem
akie i humid Lowoountry weather,
= Ihere might be better plants and
trees that are more suited for this
arca, Keefer addisd,

The: Planning Commission also

Pleaso oo WALMART on 84

Beaufort Countv libraries to chanee hours in Januarv
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TODAY'S
WEATHER

A fewr shewers;

L

BY JOSHUALLDYD
Morning Fews

oS GeE T Com

FLORENCE -  MNeardy  dwo
rehs afver historic rainfall hi
the state and el dozens of Pee
Dew roads in shambles, staie
roitel repanir crews ave nanmowed
floadd-relared closures down o
Just twe in Florence Coungy

In the |:||il|j:|'|:ll:l'| aree, Hill-

Here for

the cheer

Pee Dee holiday

happenings

EY DEE0RAH SWEARINGEN

Mo ring Mews

et gD flcr e

FLORENC

galore,

Crrgamizagion can be a wough feat

as divelooks begin filling up wil
hinliday happenings.

Za, The Morning News is here to

help. Wiehave made o list, Anad we'y
checked it mwice

‘Want o spread holiday cheer? Re-

fer b the Dist,

Huogwie 10 tixkie Le Kidds 1o mect San-

ta? Heler o the list

Craving some festive tunes? You

fol it, Reler tothe list.

In said lisa, you will find croe tpgha
Ing evenes such as the 30tk anmual
“A Light for Somoonc Youw Love”
e lighting ceremuony for MeLewd
Hospice a1 5:45 pum. Thursday and
the Timrod Park trec lighting before

See CHEER, Page 3A

HOLIDAY EVENTS

LIGHTS

Famtasy of Lights: 5-9 pom. today

ak Swan Lake Iris Gardens in Sumiar,
The light s run évery day unlil Dec. 31,
Fastagy o Lights will be open until
10 pme on Fridays and Saluedays.
Admigsion i free. For mose informa.
Lo, call 803-436-2640

Might of A Thousand Candles:

310 pum. Tharsday lo Saturday.
st D, BOR12 and Deec, 17-20 3
Bragkgresn Gardend m Mairells In-
lert. Cindy the gandens are apen, Prices
arg 514 for members and 315 for the
geneeral putilic: For childrér, adimis-
sion i 33 dor members and $10 for
peneral public. For moee information
or to leam aboul growp pricing., call
B8 3-235-60E1

S0 HOLIDAY'S, Fage 38

E — Iu is officlally De-
cember, and we all know what
it ek, “Tis the season for tree
lightings. Iome wours amd parades

FLORENCE COUNTY FLOOD RECOVERY

Two state roads remain closed

Haerell Road remains  closed
Tram McLaughlin Boad o Suage:
coach Road, ard in the vicin.
ity of Pamplico, the bridge on
Soanh Oled Kiver Boad begween
Keefe Road and River Hoad re.
IMaknms oul.

Marion Sdpeet from  LS-52
iNaorth Ron AMeNair Boulevard)
1o Morth Manhews Road in Lake
Cliy is also closed, bus that is
for ra,'gu'l:lrl!.' scheeduleed munin-

=

Alex Cotran, 7, asks Santa
ceremony.

tenance, not flood related dam-
A

Dravidl fohasson, a constnicibon
engineer for the South Camlina
Department of Trnspariation’s
fiftky distriet, said most of the
siate roxds damaped In the
Pec Dee during the =1,000-year
Phswl™ P e segwained.

He said Hill Harrell Road is on
track te reopen by the end of
st week,

Claus for a mini-iPad and a Crayols Marker Maker during the 2015 free Eghting

“Hill Harrell Roag is unsder
i aclive contract and is in e
process of being ropained mow.”
Johmson said, “We're looking at
hil iI]l]I-NHiI:II:tH' Fimishe afute of
Drec. 11 Tor tha project.”

The closed seciion of Old
River Road includes a bridge
thil meds @ complele over:
hiantl, which could take up v six

Lo RDADS Pape da

LIGHTING UP THE HOLIDAYS

Current Florence County
road closings

» HiE-Harrell Boad - from
MeLaughiin Boad Lo Stagecoach
Foad

» Marion Sireet = from LS. 52
(Mhoa th Ron McNair Boolinard) lo
Horth Malthews Foad

# South Old River Road - from
Feede Road 1o River Road

is the sea-
som, of-
ficially, in
Florence County, On
Tuesday evening,
dozens of people
gathered for the 22nd
annual Florence Ciiy-
County Tree Lighting
Ceremnomny. Gatherers
were greeted with
warm beverages and
live and jolly Saima
Claus, who rode in
amn A city firetruck
and took time to hear
Christmas wishes
throwghout the event.

Timmonsville Christmas Festival begins Thursday

EY SHAMIRA MCCRAY

Chalmperson Mag Dirlpwers sokd ot

performances by the Brocking-

“We necd ovenvbodvs sop.

imrmediaiedy follow 21 noon.



Brian Symmes
Cell: 803-673-9437
Office: 803-734-0304



