
ABBEVILLE COUNTY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 25, 2002 

PRESENT: Chairman Walker, V.C. Gunnells, Councilmen Forrester, Brown, Attorney 
Pruitt, Interim Director Klugh 

ABSENT: Councilman Thomas 

Chairman Walker called th~%;a\llIiPH~ilflligt(jBfdef!itheJJ1UJ?ose of the public hearing 
was to consider a reque~j,:p;6ln the Pla)lliing tP!1\lPission~o rezp!.'ll1approx. 1 acre located 
on the north side o~llwy.72approxim~lely.~~Ofeet ea~; ofllwy. 72;~d Horton Drive 
from General R~~identialW Genrra!,Fg!1\lPergj<llto allow the to comply with the 
Land Use Plan. Thereiwereno,comments. ___ }f, - '·":i) 

Chairman".walketq~l1e4:,:the regular meeting to 
Pruitt. 

):/:,.,.; 

prayer gjren by AttO:fB.ey 

4. Fir~~;;:t~~:.~;~:I!gr~~!·:as approv~loftrii~uteSOfR~gUl~M~rtingOft1~fc~'il' 
2002:.,:,'V, C. ~ell~:made a motiol) ,to approyl1111inates that was s~pondy4bY 
Co~rrilmanB~?'Wn.:Chairman Walkerabstainedsince he was not atthisriieeti~$' 
Motign P'l'§i~~.,t(j aPl?:rove minutes. Nextitem was approval of min uti ofSpec~lU 
Meeting on MttJ;ch ~i~, 2902. Coancilman Brown made a~otion to aJWrove these 
minu~es that was se,ndedllyCpuncilman Calhp~. Co~cilman Br0'\Vll stated that :ii': 
wherpthe motion wa~m'ldebyCouncilman Browll,a!1d seponded byw,' C. Gunnells r,~ 
offer~ae position of Pablic\y0rks Director t,o Buddy Agan that ther~~~hould be anot,r 
sentei1,m~ wh~reirJ,'tOul)~Plll,at; Aga!1g~ve a verb~l resignation and'1lpul~f?.!lp" up ,:ith 
a written, resign~\io'n the;!'911owingd'lr MotionP'lssed unanimol}§Jy witl&:theadditLfmal 

:~n;:::~~e ReR.\lrtsi:Ch~:::m~:\y~!~er sai~ '1Iith ~f\t'JJi~~ti(m()~:,Btd;Y~;: 
from Council;h~ wou\,a~ga~ce a couple of interim change§to tl)'.~ makeu¥pf some of 
the committeesa!1d wi!ltak~"flhotherJppk at the c,PYUlosition of theco111l)1ittees when 
they, again, have a fWl council. ' " 

Finance Committee consiSted of Chairman Chair and.Councilman Gunnells and 
Agan. He asked Councilman BfownItQI§I1~~:pn ~~.coll1m.lttee in the interim. The 
Intergovernmental Relations Committee is' chaired by Councilman Forrester and includes 
Councilmen Calhoun and Agan. He requested that Councilman Thomas serve as interim 
member of that committee. The Public Safety Committee consisted of Councilman Agan 
as Chair and consisted of Agan, Councilman Calhoun and Councilman Forrester. He 
asked Councilman Brown to Chair this committee as the interim Chairman. 

Personnel & Administration; Councilman Brown, Chair said he would be meeting with 
department heads on Thursday to discuss the personnel policy and hopefully have 



something to report back and he would set up a meeting of the committee to discuss some 
of the things that were discussed. 

Finance; Chairman Walker, Chair announced that there would be a couple of meetings 
this week. There will be a budget workshop Tuesday for the full council at 7PM in the 
Courthouse. On Wednesday at 4:45, the Finance Committee will meet to hear a final 
report from the external auditor. 

Public Works; Vice Chairman Gunnells, \;:nWrnil,gnothing to report at this time . 
. ,_c·., __ ,,",';'::: 'O"o,o,o::}:::::::::),: ,..::~ ": 

Intergovernmental Relil,!igns;Councilwan Fo~ter, Chair had 'nothing to report at this 
time. 

Planning & Indtl§trial DeveloPfuent; Co~~i~an Thonllls;IChaGi\gs absellt 

EducationJRecreatiltll,J.;[ealtn&Welfare; CouncilmaiiCalllOun, C4aiJ;.J1ad nothing to 
report. 

Publiq,Safety; \;:gjlhcilman Brown, Interirrl Chair hM nothing to report. 

Ad-HI: CO~i~~e ~IOffice SBace; C~unCilm<l!i Guhnells, Chair sare they recriveqii;me 
more electl!!£albid tor rewiring the Old Health Dept.Blgg.and are loo\ting forthe oth~F 
estimate. 

Ad-Hoc Committeeop. ComPlltl;:rization ofCounlYGovernment. NoiJeport at this t!J.e. 

6. OllltBusiness;I 

(a) 3rd R~ading ~iil,reque~t •• ~oihlhe Planning Commission t~$ezon~approx. 1eere 
located onJ4e nq~ sje.e~fH1¥f.?2 approx. 200 ft. east~fl7'Wy. 72'!iQ Hort0i"jDive 
from Gener<\~,.~esid~tjjiltoGerreril,\.Co~~rci~!to'!1~9.wtractto complywh~,Land Use 
Plan. V. C. @~ells j)1adfa moti~n to haveSi'd·Reading tha.l.was secondeq;by 
Councilman Fon;eeter andpassedunil,niWously, . 

(a) 2nd Reading of oidin'!i~e origuldelme~?ror Bdl¥:q!iand C0rrm¥ssions. Councilman 
Forrester made a motion tohl!¥.f?nd Reading that w,!ss~sq~j.Iedby Councilman 
Calhoun. Councilman Forrester said th\'liY.:stililin.&ld'lloroe changes and will have it up to 
date by the 3rd Reading. Motion passed unanimously. 

(a) Recommendation on the use of Title III, Forestry Funds. Interim Director Klugh 
addressed Council by saying at the February 25th meeting, Council asked that a 
committee be set up to make a recommendation to council for the use ofthe $21,288 in 
Title III US Forestry Funds. As a follow up to that, they had a couple of committee 
meetings and the organizations and participants at these meetings included the Abbeville 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, Clemson Ext. Service, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, SC Department of Natural Resources, Ninety-Six RC&D Council, 



The SC Forestry Commission, Abbeville County Fire Commission, and the Abbeville 
County Sheriff Department. The recommendations of that committee are listed on the 
enclosures. The total amount that is being proposed is $21,288. $17,420 would be used 
primarily in educational and other related things in the area of natural resource 
conservation and education. $3,860 would be utilized by the Abbeville County Fire 
Commission for training and development of a classroom as well as some equipment for 
the classroom. The proposed plan must be advertised and 45 days for public comment 
must be allowed before the final plan can be adopted. Once it is adopted, it would 
become effective on July 1st. After a briefdiscgssion, Councihnan Brown made a 
motion to adopt this recommx).1dation;8HIt1!~li§'~(6fthe:l)tlxIII Forestry Funds as a 
proposed plan. CounciJmaUForrestersecond,x.d,tlle motion tb.atp<l~sed unanimously. 

(a) Approval o:;;S£>ft~~c::~ol1J •• ;~~~ •. C~il~walke;.·~:i;l~~5;~ 166~t4 at the 
contracts and~ost <l-fero~~reelC6ept for a co~P.!.:. of additions; DiJ[j"ctor KJ,~eh referred 
to the contract dea¥n.Rwitll:boat V~I~x§!iThis WoU1!1.E()~.t.$900.lili:.&pntractdealing with 
vehicle aIJe.pers~nalm;~pert~n()tices is $28,000 wh3P~ is ongoing.!~:proces~~g 
charges.l~ch .~ l1fllierare maintenance, software.maintenance:ljgtals abom.~39, 1 "1*,00 
that is ongoing.!~o/e i~~Delinquent Tax ~ale Advertising Pro~~ whiSp.is a n:'f 
system thatcost,~jJout $5000 and maintenance onitis. <Ibout $850~?ear.Thepfoce~ring 
of del~nqueJ1!~l~ZipotiSts which is anpngoing program and is about$6,51~jIf.!Y1~st o~rhe 
mon~¥ is budloi~1fd ilthe various dxnartments as part ~ftheir regular~'ldget. A.fter a 
brie:I.4iscussion, C0!fcilm~Forrester made a motipnt~ approve the9ontractli"from~pp 
that}#as seconded byCpl,U1cihn~ Calhoun and passed unanimously ..•.. 

••••.• .•..•.•....•.••.........•.• •...••••.. . ... -:::'::'.': ... ':', ...• " •. ::.'J.-- '- - ..... •••.•................•• ...•.. :.: ...•. -:.':,.: .\-'-

(a) Acceptance of resign;Jtion of Buddy Agan.Collllcilman Brown made a motion to 
accept the resignatio11)gfBiid,dyAgan. Motion was secoJ1!ded by Vig~:Chairrnan 
Gunn~l!s and Pl!IiS~d Ulianiniously. 

'p 

iorIOf..·ls~.~eaeiftgtif~ .. ~E?;inaIJceA.utpgtfi2irIg theT~:ri\.sjiiltofA.ltRight, 
j"st in, ~d ~.~Rights andObligatidnsUnder'aIJIndlcement Agreement 

between AbbevilleCoUnty; tress%.~dPirel1iki.g~muni()~iionsCa~If,and Systems 
USA, LLC (FlKJklilir~lIi Cabl:~and,Systems ••.• kL!ii) aiLessee,Authgjping Among 
Other Matters, The PaYqH:nt of a Fee in Lieu()fTaxes;to Pirelli Pgwer Cables and 
Systems USA, LLC, A NeWlY~fgrmed Affiliated Entit~ gqpyLessee. Councihnan 
CaThoun made a motion to have 1st Reiid,ingtl!fttI}%ifl§SeCOl'Ided by V. C. Gunnells and 
passed unanimously. 

(a) Approval of bills for payment. Councihnan Forrester made a motion to approve bills 
for payment that was seconded by Councihnan Calhoun. Director Klugh said that this 
included some payments for our Auditors, Cline Brandt & Kochenower and there was 
some discussion at the last finance committee meeting about this. Chairman Walker said 
there was one bill for $5863.25 and another for $19,811.25. He would like to have a little 
more input on this before approving it as well as a breakdown. He would, therefore, like 
the motion to be amended to exclude payment of the invoices from Cline Brandt & 



Kochenower. Councilman Forrester amended his motion to exclude payment to 
Kochenower that was seconded by Councilman Calhoun and passed unanimously. 

(a) Approval of Resolution concerning Harassing or Disruptive Activity in the 
Workplace. Chairman Walker stated that his Resolution will establish a formal policy for 
county administration and describes what is considered harassment, who this should be 
reported to and disciplinary action that may result. It also requires that a copy of the 
resolution be provided to each employee and the employee acknowledge, in writing, it 
has been received. Director Klugh Bropo~r~.,,~~~~gprogram for all employees. V. C. 
Gunnells made a motion to apPP9ye'theRe'S'oIufionthatw¥ ,seconded by Councilman 
Brown and passed un3I1jmpusly. Council <!,pprove the fimdi)fgfor training at the next 
County Council M'1fiting: 

(a) Considerati6hofAbbrvilleCouhtyLibrary~eeds. Ghaifrp.anva<!,~~r§1l.l.~ there was a 
letter enclos~~ fro]ll'::lRterimdirec~~r~vgho£thinl5MtljiltneedeQ to bedo~e.'?~e Library 
Board nefiQ-s$5££t~nPO to a~vertise for the new DirectQr;Since.:~~sylja~e no 
discreti~~l'ry ~n~~for this, they are requesting]ll'Onfi), fromC~uncilt,Th'o/alsoilant to 
partitiofoff anar~~jn ~~Abbeville Libr~foran, office for tlie Direct~lli:il1fich N1.jke 
Davisj)stimat~:\~e co.~,:to be about $1 ,500. The que~tion from C~irrnanWa~er was 
how this wQl!J~~e fiml.led to which Mr· Klugjlsaid t~at he had no re£emrn~nd§.~ion il~this 
time~d that'li~r~~Q need to faI]1ili'l,rize himself some with how th~:balimces ~tand:I He 
wenJ:;pn to,:~~ythat ~e had ~Jittletime to think abouttlj,~ office but thenee.q.t,~'beil 
adv~lising for the di~ecto,ris prS!tycriticalif theyhope to., have somejl1e i~ place by fTuly 
1st. 'Mr' Klugh felt tl)attht:sho~er version oftheadvertising for a Di;~ctor is very 
sirnilil; to the kind o(~dve~isin~the county hasdonefor ~ther positio,ns. After furthe.f 
disc~iion, Councilm~ Ca~oun made a motion to provide $500 tOilQvertise for a 
librariVn to c~11lefrom'~he cOnti~gencYJl)ndproviding,the fund is ~~t dep1e!f)g· 
Council)nanBrp~ sec()pdedtljemption that Was passed unanimQnsly. 

-''':',~ 

(i) Budd~:);\gan t6rr~:~ite C6~trilon Public Works Dept.M¥J:i\gan.adar~§sed<;;;~uncil 
by saying tliv~theysljo~~ghavea'qq~*~fthero~~~:4iR<mce thilt~ealswith ~fith. He 
went on to sa)':t~at when C~~9il changed this from 66ft. toi£ft. about 4 ysrs ago, it 
felt that this was~al.! that was.,:::,;:NQil thl\~I,~eiLI'e.~oilil1g,to expand water,w~11the 50 ft. 
restrict us when ifcp]ll':s to the ilatfiTlin1~ dO~n cwunty roads. There.was also another 
issue on CTC conceming,two roadsM@'Bri~1~;ften~iph and Sh~pHill Road that are 
located in the county justoutsiQe,f~e city. When it wa~pr~~,~npm to CTC some time ago, 
it was dropped because there weiesome ho,Rses~qsJpsetothe road that we could not get 
a 50ft.right of way. After further discussion, council received it as information until 
further study could be conducted by the Public Works Committee including Mr. Agan. 
Also discussed were other miscellaneous updates concerning Public Works 

(8) Executive Session: 

(i) Discuss posts of Planning Director and County Director 
(i) Buddy Agan to discuss personnel issue at Public Works Dept. 
(i) Miscellaneous personnel matter 



Councilman Forrester made a motion to go into executive session that was seconded by 
Councilman Calhoun and passed unanimously. Chairman Walker called the meeting 
back to order following the adjournment of the executive session. There was one item 
that needed to be acted upon which was the Planning Director. Chairman Walker said 
there were nine applicants for the job. V.C. Gunnells made a motion to offer the position 
of Planning Director to Carol Coleman at the advertised salary of $36,000 per annum. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Calhoun and passed unanimously. 
Councilman Forrester made a motion tOilS1jpYfUJ.!1lltwas seconded by Councilman 
Calhoun and passed unanimously; 


