
HURRICANE MATTHEW

ASSESSING DAMAGE
Thousands remain without power; see ways you can help
STAFF/WIRE REPORTS
Two days after Hurricane Matthew

battered the South Carolina coast, hun­
dreds of thousands of people remained
without power as state officials con­
tinued to assess damage.
Dozens of bridges and hundreds of

roads remain closed.
Edisto Beach is still blocked off. Po­

lice have a checkpoint about two miles
from the beach in front of a conve­
nience store and are not letting resi­
dents or sightseers in.

Gov. Nikki Haley, who was traveling

the coast and surveying flood damage,
said while evacuation orders have been
lifted for the state, residents are not be­
ing allowed on Hilton Head Island, Har­
bor Island, Fripp Island and Hunting Is­
land because of continued problems
with downed trees and storm damage.
Several homes on the island were de­

stroyed or damaged in the storm and
power is out to the island and seems to
be out for miles up the rural road lead­
ing to the town.
Flooding is the biggest concern as

more problems are expected along the
Little Pee Dee River, the Lumber River,

the Waccamaw River and the Black
River, said Mark Keel, chief of the
State Law Enforcement Division.
Keel is working with the Depart­

ment of Natural Resources to put riv­
er patrols out to make sure that the
property of those forced to evacuate is
safe from looters.
Three people have been killed in

the storm.
State transportation officials say

there have been about 300 road and
bridge closures because of the storm.

See STORM, Page 5A

Storm
Continued from Page 1A
About 475,000 cus­

tomers are without
electricity. That's
down from more than
850,000 at the height of
the storm.
Three South Caro­

linians were killed and
hundreds of thousands
forced to evacuate
their homes in the
storm.
The heaviest rains

from Hurricane Mat­
thew which swept
through South Caroli­
na over the weekend
were in the Pee Dee
and the Beaufort
areas.
Figures from the

National Weather Ser­
vice show that more
than 15 inches of rain
fell in Mullins while
more than 14 inches
was recorded in Mar­
ion in the Pee Dee.
More than 13 inches
was reported in King­
stree.
More than a foot of

rain fell in the Galli­

vants Ferry and Con­
way areas of Horry
County while nearly 12
inches fell in Florence
County.
The Beaufort Ma­

rine Corps Air Station
received 14 inches and
Hilton Head Island re­
ceived 11.
Between 10 and 11

inches were recorded
at locations in the
Charleston area.
By the end of Mon­

day, only two of the 17 pa­
tients evacuated to An­
derson from Beaufort
Memorial Hospital will
remain in the AnMed
Health Medical Center,
officials said.
One patient was dis­

charged to the family
Saturday and 14 more
will return today by am­
bulance to Beaufort Me­
morial Hospital, which
has reopened after clos­
ing in anticipation of pos­
sible power outages
caused by Hurricane
Matthew. The remaining

two patients are staying
for medical procedures.
Now that all evacua­

tion orders have been
lifted, those who left are
returning to destruction
and in some cases, utter
devastation and there are
some simple ways to
help.
Haley has expanded

the One SC fund in wake
of Hurricane Matthew.
The fund was created in
the aftermath of last
year's thousand year
flood. The fund has dis­
tributed more $2 million
in grants to non­profits
supporting flood recov­
ery project and helped
more than 1,500 families
return home.
Donations to the fund

go directly to nonprofit
organizations helping
South Carolinians recov­
er and rebuild after natu­
ral disasters.
How to give:
" Visit onescfund.org

to make an online dona­
tion

" Mail a check to: Cen­

tral Carolina Community
Foundation, One SC
Fund, 2711 Middleburg
Drive, Suite 213, Colum­
bia, SC 29204
The American Red

Cross also makes it easy
to help people directly af­
fected by Hurricane Mat­
thew.
How to give:
" Visit redcross.org/

donate/
" donation, fill out the

form and choose Hurri­
cane Matthew in the
dropdown menu under
the words "Use my dona­
tion to support"
" To donate to a gener­

al disaster relief fund
by text, just send the
word REDCROSS to
90999 to give $10 to
American Red Cross
Disaster Relief
The United Way of

South Carolina is look­
ing for volunteers to
help with recovery and
assistance for those af­
fected by the storm. In­
terested volunteers can
sign up at the United
Way website now.
­ The Associated

Press and staff writer
Elizabeth LaFleur con­
tributed to this report.

SC0148 Greenville News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 10/11/2016

ASSESSING DAMAGE
STAFF/WIRE REPORTS
91.76 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenville, SC    Circulation: 113473

Page: 1

61018-10-11_1006.pdf

County: Greenville



RAINIER EHRHARDT/AP
A boat passes a church in Nichols, S.C., on Monday. Nearly 1 million homes and businesses still did not have power Monday morning in the
Carolinas after Hurricane Matthew.
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In Carolinas, water rescues
continue; more flooding ahead
John Bacon
@jmbacon
USA TODAY
Hundreds of heroic, swift­wa­

ter rescues took place Monday in
North and South Carolina while
forecasters warned that some
swollen rivers in the Southeast
won't crest for two weeks amid
Hurricane Matthew's
devastation.
Even as the storm rolled well

out to sea, more than 1 million
people along the East Coast from
North Carolina to Florida re­
mained without power.
"Matthew is off the map in the

ocean, but it's still right here for
the people of North Carolina,"
Gov. Pat McCrory said Monday.
"We have helicopter and swift­
water rescues underway. ... We
have people on their roofs as we
speak."
Matthew was blamed for hun­

dreds of deaths in Haiti and more
than 20 in the USA. Monday, a 9­
year­old Florida boy succumbed
to apparent carbon monoxide
poisoning from a gas generator in
his home.
Ten deaths were reported in

North Carolina, four in Florida,
three each in South Carolina and
Georgia and one in Virginia.
In North Carolina, more than

1,400 rescues took place across
the state in recent days, and a lev­
ee break stranded 1,500 Lumber­
ton residents Monday in homes
flooded with knee­deep water,
McCrory said.
Evacuations were underway as

rivers continued to rise in eastern
and central areas of the state, he
said.
"This is a disaster which has

maxed out all of our resources
and personnel," Lumberton Res­
cue and EMS said in a Facebook
post. "Please stay away from our
area (if ) at all possible. Too many
vehicles and too many sightseers.
We are in a state of emergency."
Some rivers, bloated from a

foot or more of rain, won't crest
for two weeks, AccuWeather
warned. "We predicted this three
days ago, and it's actually happen­
ing," McCrory said.

Hydrologist Mark Hamill of
the Southeast River Forecast
Center said flooding could con­
tinue for a couple of weeks.
Dozens of river and stream

gauges remain in flood stage
across the Carolinas and Virginia,
and five locations in North Caro­
lina were at record highs, accord­
ing to the National Weather
Service.
Matthew was downgraded

Sunday to a post­tropical cyclone.
President Obama signed disaster
declarations, making federal
funding available for debris re­
moval and other urgent needs.
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Ha­

ley lifted Matthew evacuation or­
ders in the final two counties
Monday. Haley flew over some of
the state's flooded rivers Monday.
"There is a lot of damage, and a
lot of first floors are gone," she
said.

Contributing: Doyle Rice, USA TODAY;
Elliott Jones, Indian River (Fla.) Press
Journal
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CHRIS SEWARD, AP

South Edgecombe Fire and Rescue workers rescue several dogs that were trapped in homes
flooded by rising water from Town Creek in Pinetops, N.C., on Sunday.
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YOUR QUESTIONSANSWERED

Have there beenbreak­ins?
What refrigeratedfood isOK?
STAFF REPORTS
newsroom@islandpacket.com

The Island Packetand
The BeaufortGazette
asked whether ourreaders
had any questionsabout
Hurricane Matthewand
storm­related issues,and
youresponded. Here are
someof the most­asked
questions:

Havetherebeen re­
Q: Q:

portsofbreak­ins in
Beaufort County?

Capt.BobA: A: Bromage
of theBeaufort County
Sheriff's Officesaidoffi­
cershave responded to27
callsof break­insor bur­
glaries since Gov. Nikki
Haley'sevacuation orders
were given last Wednes­
day.
Ofthose, nineproved to

beactual break­incases.
"Deputies arerespon­

ding toreports,"Bromage
said."We hope it'savery
low number,based onthe
curfewand othersteps
that were taken.Butwe do
anticipate (someinci­
dents)."

Q: Whatrefrigerated foodQ:
is OKtokeep afterapow­
er outage?

TheA: A: mostobvious
way toknowis thegood
oldsniff test.
If it doesn'tsmelllike it

did whenyou left,you
probably wanttotoss it.
Don'trely solely onthis,
though, andthe U.S. De­
partment ofHealth and
HumanServices doesnot
recommendpeople taste
foodtofind outwhether
it's stillOK.

Check for the"refriger­
ate after opening"label. If
youlostpower for asignif­
icant amountof time, then
those items areprobably
goners.

Q: AmIallowed tostartQ:
burningtree branches
andyard refuse?
A: A: No.
The SouthCarolina

Forestry Commission has
issued astatewide burning
ban untilfurther notice to
reduce possible wildfire
ignitions, according tothe
BeaufortCounty Sheriff's
Office.
Thiswill allow theFor­

estryCommission and
localfire departmentsto
focus onemergencyoper­
ations relatedtore­entry,
the releasesaid.
Citizens are advisedto

beextremely vigilant until
the banhas lifted.

Whenwillthe USPS,Q: Q:
UPSandFedExstart deliv­
eryagain?

The
A: A: U.S.Postal Ser­

vice announced itwould
resume allmailservices –
delivery, pickupandpost­
office operations–on
Tuesday.
For those inheavily

damaged areas, though,
residentsneed todoa
littlepreparation.
A Make sure nodebris

blocks access tothe mail­
box.
A If yourmailboxis

destroyedor badly dam­
aged, replaceit with a
receptaclethat has your
address clearlydisplayed.

A If yourresidencewill

beuninhabitable forsome
time, contact the Postal
Servicetoplace mailon
temporaryhold orfile a
temporarychange ofad­
dresscard.
FedEx officials saidthey

would expand serviceto
"accessible areas," though
somecustomers will expe­
rience delays.
UPS had notresponded

toThe Island Packetand
The BeaufortGazette's
query asof 3:30 p.m.

How canwe help?Q: Q:
Here iswhat we

A: A:

knowso far:
A Samaritan's Purseis

looking forpeople tohelp
removetrees, patch roofs
andclean flooded homes
alongwith other physical
labor. Tohelp,go byLow­
country Community
Churchat 801 Buckwalter
Parkway inBluffton.
A Mercy Chefsis pro­

viding meals toemergen­
cypersonnel andothers
helpingto cleanupafter
Hurricane Matthew.To
findout howto help,go to
mercychefs.com.
If youknowof placesin

needof volunteers, please
email us at newsroom@is­
landpacket.com.

WhencanMCASandQ: Q:
Laurel Bay return?

TheA: A: evacuation order
for MCASBeaufort and
LaurelBay wasterminated
at 12:45p.m.Monday.
Personnel and their fam­
ilies areallowed toreturn
tothe airstation andLau­
rel Bayhousing.

WhenwillParris Island
Q: Q:

reopen,andwhen will
personnel return?

AA: A: news releasefrom
ParrisIsland representa­
tives sentout Monday
says allnonessential De­
partment ofDefense per­
sonnel andtheir families
are nowallowedtoreturn
toParrisIsland.
According tothenews

release, authorities have
assessedthe conditions of
the islandand deemed it
safefor return.All person­
nel should return by
Wednesday toresume
work.

Will Marinesstill be
Q: Q:

graduatingon Friday?
A: A: Yes.Accordingto

ParrisIsland representa­
tives, thenaturalization
andgraduation ceremony
for Golf andOscar compa­
nies will continue.
The ceremonyhas been

rescheduledfor 1 p.m.
Fridayat the Peatross
Parade Deck.
Guests cannotaccess

the islanduntil 8 a.m.
Friday.

Will BeaufortCounty
Q: Q:

employeesgetpaid for
whenofficeswere closed
forHurricaneMatthew?
A: A: Yes.JoshGruber,

deputycounty adminis­
trator,saidMonday that
employees will bepaidfor
the days thecounty offices
were closed duetosevere
weather.
Grubersaidessentially

all employeeswho were
scheduledtowork and
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were physicallyready,
willingand abletowork
but couldn't duetoweath­
er willbe paid.
Thoseonworker's com­

pensation willnot bepaid,
according toGruber.

WhenwillBeaufortQ: Q:
Countyemployeesreturn
towork?
A: A: Unclear.
According totheBeau­

fortCountywebsite, coun­

ty offices will remain
closed at least through

Tuesday.
Countyemployees who

are notapartof disaster
recovery areinstructed to
continue monitoringthe
county'swebsite
(www.bcgov.net), email
andother information

channels for updates.

If youhave aquestion or
information youthink
would beimportantor
helpful toshare with
others, emailnews
room@islandpack
et.com.

REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

ApieronMarshlandRoad onHiltonHeadIsland was damagedbythe storm.
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HURRICANE MATTHEW

Beach town hammered;
dozenssaved in floods
Associated Press

About150 people
were rescuedby
boats fromflood­
inginthe river­

side village ofNichols on
Monday while across
SouthCarolina the ocean­
front hamletofEdisto
Beach began thelong
work of recoveringfrom
what officialscalledthe
worst hurricane hitin
almost 40 years.
Inmany otherplaces,

things started toreturn to
normal after Hurricane
Matthewalthough hun­
dreds ofthousands re­
mained without power
and thosewho headed
inland last week were
enduring trafficjams to
return tothe coast,
Matthewdumped 15

inches ofraininMarion
County, sendingthe Lum­
berRiver outof its banks
andinundating Nichols,
which is about 10 miles
fromthe NorthCarolina
stateline.About 150peo­
ple crowdedinto the town
hallwere rescuedby boat
byNational Guard and
Department of Natural
Resources officers.
InEdisto Beach,Mat­

thew,which pushed sever­
al feetof sandonto the
beachfront avenue,de­
stroyed an oceanfront
home and clawedaway at
the foundations ofnumer­
ousothers.

MayorJane Darby,who
met withreportersat the
entrance toEdisto Beach,
saidteams weresurveying
the townand there'sno
early figure onhow many
homeswere damaged or
what thedamage total
might be.
"There'spretty signif­

icant damage toquitea
few, let meput it that
way," themayor said.
Town officialssaidit ap­
peared tobethe worst
hurricane damage since
Hurricane Davidin1979.
There's nopowerin

town,only limited water
and residentswill beal­
lowedback beginning
Tuesday toassess the
damage totheir homes.
While the townhas only

about 500permanent
residents, its population
can swellto30,000 on
busy summer weekends.
U.S. Rep.Mark Sanford,

R­S.C., appeared with
Darby andtown officials.
"I'vebeenthroughout

thedistrictandIthinkby
fartheareathatwashar­
desthitinthisstorm,at
leastinthisdistrict,isEdis­
toBeach,"Sanfordsaid.
HisdistrictincludesSouth
Carolina'ssouthcoastfrom
theCharlestonareato
HiltonHeadIsland.
Gov. Nikki Haley on

Monday lifted thelast of
the coastalevacuation

orders when shesaidpeo­
ple couldreturn toHorry
and Georgetowncounties.
Traffic washeavy return­
ingtothe coast and, ac­
cording toaDepartment
of Transportation website,
travel between Columbia
and Charlestonwas taking
about 30 minuteslonger
thannormal early Monday
evening.
Utilityworkerscutthe

numberofpoweroutages
statewidetoabout
400,000byMondayafter­
noon,lessthanhalfofthe
peakof850,000outages
attheheightofthestorm.
A fundraising effort

started tohelp victims of
last year'shistoric floods
inSouth Carolinais being
extended tohelp victims
of HurricaneMatthew.
Haley andofficials from

the Central CarolinaCom­
munity Foundationsay
that the One SCFund is
nowaccepting donations
tohelp hurricane victims.
The fund wasstarted

last year inthe wakeof
what'sbeen called a
1,000­year floodinSouth
Carolina.
To date,One SC has

distributed $2million in
grants tononprofit organi­
zations supportingflood
recovery projects.Officials
say it hashelped1,500
South Carolinafamilies
get back intheir homes.

Donations for hurricane
victims can bemadeat
www.onescfund.org.

''THERE'SPRETTYSIGNIFICANT
DAMAGETOQUITE
AFEW(HOMES),
LETMEPUTIT
THATWAY.
Edisto Beach Mayor
Jane Darby
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JEFF SINER The CharlotteObserver

A homelies inruinsalong PalmettoBoulevardinthe townofEdistoBeach. Thestorm clawed away atthe foundations
of numerousotherhomesandpushedseveral feet of sandontothebeachfrontavenue.

RAINIER EHRHARDT AP

Matthewsentthe LumberRiverout of itsbanks, inundatingthe townof Nichols.
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HURRICANEAFTERMATH

How badisthe
damageacross
BeaufortCounty?
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER

kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com

BeaufortCounty
residentsare in
the dark.
CountyAdmin­

istrator GaryKubic said
54,000residents were
without poweras ofMon­
day afternoon.
Butsome propertyown­

ers arealso inthe dark
about the extent ofthe
damageHurricane Mat­
thew didtotheir proper­
ties.
That's inpartbecause

recovery crewsworkedto
clearprimary roads Mon­
day, sothe status ofsec­
ondary streets isn't even
known byfolks onthe
ground.
Here's whatBeaufort

Countyofficialsreported
they'vebeen briefedon or
seen firsthand:

HILTONHEAD
Matthewcaused an

"unprecedented amount
of damageonHilton Head
Island," Gov. Nikki Haley
saidinanews conference
Monday. "Trees are down

inawaywe've never seen
before."
DuringaMonday after­

noon news conference,
Town ManagerSteve
Rileywarned that some
island residentscouldbe
without powerfor fiveto
seven days.
Residents may beal­

lowedtoreturn home
Tuesday, "butnopromis­
es," hesaid.
Aninitial assessment of

three­fourths ofHilton
Head's commercial prop­
ertiesSunday revealed
roughly440 undamaged,
54 withsome levelof
damageand twobuildings
destroyed, Rileysaid.
Hilton HeadHospital's

emergencyroom opened
at noon Monday. No time­
line was announcedfor
reopeningother hospital
services.
Fifteenof the island's23

trafficsignals areoper­
ational, according tothe
town website.
"Thesouth end(of the

island)was particularly

hard hit andstruggling to
recover," Rileysaid.
MajorarteriesinSea

Pinesare stillbeing clear­
ed,so assessing properties
onsecondary roadsis not
an option, saidToby
McSwain, directorof safe­
ty, security,and trans­
portation at SeaPines.
"Ican't even beginto

tell youwhen we'll start
(secondaryroads),"
McSwain saidMonday.
Majorthoroughfares

that are accessiblein­
clude:
A Greenwood gate to

Frasier Circle.
A Frasier toHarbour

Town.
A Some portionsof the

stretch fromGreenwood
Drive toSouth SeaPines
Drive.
He reportedsome

homesweatheredMat­
thew well, asdid the Plan­
tation Beach Club.
Butothers weren't so

lucky. Hesaidhe couldn't
estimate howmany homes

had treesfallen throughor
against them.
Lagoons filled with

debris are clogged and
cannot flowproperly, but
Sea Pinesis "noteven
closeto getting around to
address(ing) that."
McSwain did get a

chance toseeoceanfront
properties, hesaid, and
the dunes arecompletely
gone, "completely washed
away," hesaid.
Roughly 50 percent of

majorroads areaccessible
inHilton HeadPlantation,
saidgeneralmanager
PeterKristian.
"It'sawork inpro­

gress,"hesaidMonday.
"Literally thousands of
treesare down."
Atleast a dozen homes

have treeson oragainst
them, Kristiansaid, but
"I'msure that'sonly a
small proportion."
One pieceof goodnews,

hesaid, wasthat hehadn't
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seen any homes"com­
pletelyobliterated" or
portions ofhome debris in
streets or yards.
Butit's "still waytoo

dangerous" tolet people
in. He declinedto let a

reporter or photographer
intoinspect thegated
community.
Earlierflooding that

madeShipyard Drive
impassablehas subsided,
Shipyard Plantationgener­

almanager Salley Warren
said, but mostsecondary
roadsare stillblocked by
debris. Shereported no
wind damage, meaning no
roofs were ripped off
homes, but somehouses

have tree damage.
Utility crewsrestored

water andpower tothe
welcome center andbeach
club, Warren said.

BLUFFTON
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As peopletrickled back
into Blufftonand power
was slowly restored across
someof thetown,Mayor
Lisa Sulka saidat aMon­
day morning news confer­
encethat thebarrier is­
lands protected Bluffton
fromthe worstof Mat­
thew'swrath.
"This isamiracle that

(we're) backin 48 hours,"
shesaid."It should bea
weekfrom now, truly,that
(people)should beal­
lowedback in."
No callsfromdisplaced

families had come toher
as ofMonday early eve­
ning,she said.
The historic district was

oneof thehardest hit,
Bluffton police ChiefJoey
Reynolds saidat thesame
conference.
Reynolds alsonoted "a

lotof water damage"at
The Farm, Hampton Hall
andHampton Lake.
Trashpick­up and recy­

cling will beginWednes­
day.
"Thetown's ingood

shape," saidTown Manag­
er MarcOrlando. "We're
incleanupmode. I don't

thinkthere's long­term
damage."

BEAUFORT,PORT
ROYALAND ISLANDS
Repairs tothe Harbor

Bridgebegan Sunday and
are stillunderway,Haley
saidMonday afternoon.
The storm washed out

partof the causeway,
preventing accesstoFripp,
Harbor and Huntingis­
lands.
CountyAdministrator

Kubic reportedanumber
of powerrestoration and
debris removalcrews on
the groundonSt. Helena
Island.
"They werehit very,

very hard with tree dam­
age," hesaid."Thecity of
Beaufortis inpretty good
shape."
InBeaufort, streets are

nolonger blockedoff,
MayorBilly Keyserling
said.
He saidheknew of two

homesdamaged bytrees
withinthe city limits:one
onHermitage Road, the
otheronMossy Oaks
Road.
Power outages areprev­

alentnorth of theBroad

River.Keyserling is among
those without power.
Congestion onthe high­

ways Sunday prevented
additional utility crews
fromproviding relief.
Stuck inlonglines oftraf­
fic, thecrewspent the
nightin theirtrucks, Key­
serling said.
Inthe town ofPort Roy­

al, Town ManagerVan
Willisidentified these
streets assome withthe
largestissues:
A Lenora Drive: Trees

completely manglepower
lines.
A 11thStreet: Significant

treesdown.
A Old ShellRoad: Com­

pletelyinaccessible.
A The Sands Road:

Storm surgeundermined
foundation.
Morethan60Beaufort

Memorial Hospital pa­
tients who weretrans­
ferredtofacilities
throughoutthe statere­
turned Monday evening.
Inanews release, the

hospital alsoannounced
the followingpractices
and clinicswill reopen
Tuesday:

A Beaufort Primary

Care,Beaufort Medical
Plaza.
A Harrison Peeples

Health Care Center.
A Orthopedic Special­

ists, 1251 RibautRoad, Dr.
Kevin Jones.
A Laboratory, Beaufort

Memorial Hospital and
Beaufort MedicalPlaza.
A RehabilitationServic­

es foradult orthopedics,
1251 Ribaut Road.
A Pediatric rehabil­

itation services, Beaufort
Medical Plaza andBluff­
ton Medical Servicesat 7
Arley Way.
A Wound Care Center

at BeaufortMedical Plaza.
A Imaging services,

Beaufort MemorialHospi­
tal andBeaufort Medical
Plaza.
Patients scheduledfor

an outpatient serviceon
Mondaywillbecontacted
byahospitalrepresenta­
tive toreschedule. Re­
maining services and
clinicsare expected to
reopen Wednesday.

KellyMeyerhofer:
843­706­8136,
@KellyMeyerhofer
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

AportionofClarendonRoad is washedoutnearwhere
power crews areworking torestore electricity.Beaufort
County was hithardby thestorm.
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JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Afallingpinetree slicedthroughthishome duringHurricaneMatthew, whichcausedan "unprecedentedamountofdamage onHilton HeadIsland,"
Gov. NikkiHaley said inanewsconferenceMonday. "Treesaredowninaway we'veneverseen before."

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 10/11/2016

How bad is the damage across Beaufort County?
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com
165.38 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 4

65006-10-11_3004.pdf

County: Beaufort



TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Alan Johnsonandhisdad, Red,carry outitems fromastoreroomMondaywhere nearly3feetof stormsurge
drenchedmostof theitems stored there.Thehomeis inTansi VillageonFig Island.
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Daysafterhurricane,
thousandsinBeaufort
Countystillwithoutpower
BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com
While water servicehas

been restored tomost of
BeaufortCounty, tens of
thousandsof localsare
stillwithout poweras
Hurricane Matthewclean­
upcontinues.
About 54,000residents

were stillinthe dark asof
Monday afternoon, said
BeaufortCounty adminis­
trator GaryKubic. That's
down fromthe roughly
73,000locals whowere
without powerthrough
Sunday night, according to
aBeaufort Countynews
release.
"There are501 electri­

callinemen within Beau­
fortCounty workingto
restore powerandan
additional 250who are

expected toarrivetoday,"
the Monday morning
release said.
A On Hilton HeadIs­

land, Palmetto Electric
Cooperative president Berl
Davis saidthere areafew
areas withpower, but
most ofthe island isstill in
the dark. Itis possible that
more residentsmay see
their powerrestored as
early asTuesday.But, he
said, "optimistically,we
are lookingat tomorrow
afternoon or tomorrow
night" for the majorityof
customers'power tobe
restored.
A In Bluffton,poweris

back inmanyneighbor­
hoods."Most offolks ...
are restored,"Davis said.
A The restof the county

is amixed bag.Beaufort
CountySheriff P.J.Tanner
saidMonday afternoon
that localleaders are"still
waiting onareport (of the
extent of outagesin)
northernBeaufort Coun­
ty." BeaufortMayorBilly
Keyserling added that
outages arestillprevalent
north ofthe BroadRiver.
He is amongthose without
power.Congestion onthe
highways Sunday prevent­
ed additional utility crews
fromproviding relief.
Stuck inlong linesoftraf­
fic, thecrews spentSun­
daynight intheir trucks,
Keyserling said.
"Beaufort Countywas

oneof the hardesthit"
areas inthestate and
restoringpower tolocals

"presents auniquechal­
lenge,"saidSCE&G
spokesman Eric Boomer­
hower.
He saidthe company

spent much ofSunday
performing damageas­
sessment, andthe focusis
nowshifting toward resto­
ration.
While Boomerhower

couldnot say specifically
where themanpower in
Beaufort Countywill be
focused, hedid say,
"We've gotcrews allover
the place."
Davis saidthe company

had 200 employees work­
ingincrews Monday to
restore powertoabout
25,000Beaufort County
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customers. Typicallyonly
about 50people areout
working onpowerlineson
agiven day.
PalmettoElectricspokes­

womanMissySantorum
said,"Wearetryingtobe
verytimely,andweappre­
ciate(customers')patience
andunderstanding."
Gov. Nikki Haley said

Monday afternoon that
personnelwith state agen­
ciessuch asthe S.C. De­
partment ofTransporta­
tion have shiftedinto
"support mode for our
counties"tohelp clear
debris inadvance ofpow­
er crews.

"Cool anddryweather"
inthe comingdays will
assistrecovery efforts,
includingpower restora­
tion,she said.
Along with thewide­

spread poweroutages,
Hilton HeadIsland has
experienced someof the
worst lingering water­
related issues inthecoun­
ty.
Becausethe island,

which isstill notopen to
evacueesor visitors,is
mostly without power, the
sewer system isalso
down,Hilton Head Public
ServiceDistrict general

manager Pete Nardisaid.
Thismeans islandresi­

dents who stayedintheir
homesmust not flush
toilets,hesaid.
On thebright side, "we

have about 90percent of
the water systemup and
we arenot awareof any
contamination at this
point,"Nardi said.
Whenresidentsreturn

andbeginusingwaterin
theirhomes,customerswill
beadvisedtoboilwater
usedfordrinking,cooking
andwashingdishesforthe
shortterm,hesaid.
Beaufort­Jasper Water

and SewerAuthority is
asking residents torestrict
water use toessential
needs until poweris re­
stored throughoutthe two
counties.
"Even thoughpower has

been restoredtothe
BJWSAwater treatment
plants, theboosterpump
stationsneeded todistrib­
utethe water toall parts
of ourservicearea are
without powerand are
being operated ongener­
ators," theutility saidina
news release Sunday.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Powercrewswork to
restore electricity on
ClarendonRoad near
Seabrook.
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HILTON HEADISLAND

Many residents
ofSea Pines
can't go home
BY ERIN HEFFERNAN
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Evenif Hilton Head

Island is opened toeva­
cueeson Tuesday,many
Sea Pinesresidentswill
stillnot beallowedtogo
totheir houses, according
toCommunity Services
Associates President Bret
Martin.
CSA, thecompany that

manages theprivate com­
munity, will barresidents
who liveinsections that
are stillobstructed by
treesfromentering the

neighborhood, Martin
said.Thosehomesare
mostly located inthe
southern end ofthe com­
munity.
Allowing their home­

owners backmay obstruct
recovery crews, Martin
explained Monday after­
noon.
Hilton HeadMayor

DavidBennett announced
Sunday that hehopes the
island wouldbeopen for
re­entry Tuesday.
StillSea Pinessecurity

andCSA arestrongly
discouraging all SeaPines
residentsfrom returning
that soon because ofthe
status ofthe neighbor­
hood.
As of Monday after­

noon:

A There is stillnoelec­

tricityor sewer service,
andthe water is notpota­
ble.There is aboil­water
advisory ineffect.
A Recovery crews have

been unable toaccess
whole sectionsof the
neighborhood that are
obstructed bytrees, al­
thoughthe majorroad­
ways andboth entrances
have been cleared.
A Large treesare still

falling inthe aftermathof
the storm throughoutthe
neighborhood.
A Notall emergency

serviceswould beableto
access obstructed partsof
the community.
"We'retrying toget Sea

Pinescleaned up sothat
people canget back in
safely, securely andwith
servicesavailable when
they come here,"Martin
said."We wouldlove the
propertyowners toget
back assoon aspossible,
but we wantthemtobe
safeat the same time."
BecauseSea Pines'

roadsare privately owned,
CSAcan prevent residents
fromreturning, saidBob
Bromage, spokesman for
the BeaufortCountySher­
iff's Office.

Still, manyresidents are
upset that they areunable
tosee thedamage totheir
homesand areanxious to
return nowmore thanfour
days after Gov. Nikki
Haley calledthem toevac­
uate.
"We justwanttoknow

ifour house isokay," Sea
Pineshomeowner Heather
Martin Guysaid."Even if
we have toclimbthrough
downedtreesto get there.
Evenif wecan't stay
there. Wejustwant tosee
it, salvagewhat wecan,
begin recovery, andhelp
ourneighbors dothe
same."
Other residentsplanto

wait toattempt tocome
home.
"My husbandandIare

full­time residentsof Sea
Pinesand anxious toseeif
there is any damagetoour
home but will notreturn
until utilities have been
restored,"saidJani Ste­
phenson. "We arevery
gratefulfor all thehard
work of thefirstrespon­
dersand wanttostay clear
for clean­up tocontinue."
Martin did nothave an

estimate Monday after­
noon for when neigh­
borhoodproblems would

beresolved.
CSAcrews, private con­

tractors andcrewsfrom
HiltonHeadFire & Res­
cueand the SouthIsland
PublicService Districtare
helping cleartheneigh­
borhoodto restoreaccess
and services.
CSAis also seeking

access toemergencyfund­
ingfrom theTown of
Hilton Headto helpwith
recovery.
Sea Pinessecurityoffi­

cialssaidburglaries have
been reported, though
they have so farbeen
limitedtothe areas that
were accessiblebefore
securityteams returnedto
the island.The only area
they have seen that has
been burglarized sofar is
the SeaPines Centerarea,
saidSea Pinesdirector of
securityToby McSwain.
Securitywill inform

residentsand business
owners ifthey believe
their propertyhas been
burglarized.
McSwain saidresidents

should alsoprepare for the
possibility ofwildlife en­
counters when they return
as somealligators and
deer have been seen near
homes.
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YOU MIGHT ALSO BE
INTERESTED INTHIS
VIDEO

ErinHeffernan:
843­706­8142,
@IPBG_Erinh

DREWMARTIN Staff video

Standingwaterpoolsinthe areaof Heritage Farm, where SeaPines residentshavegarden plots,inthe wakeof HurricaneMatthewon Sunday.
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Poor communication
about re­entry plan
angersresidents
Neitherthegovernor'soffice

northe BeaufortCounty
Sheriff'sOffice informed the
public about thesheriff's
re­entry screening planafter
Gov. NikkiHaleyliftedher
evacuationorder,causingmass
confusion andanger.
BY RICKBRUNDRETT

rbrundrett@islandpacket.com
Whenwordsurfacedearly

SundayeveningthatGov.Nikki
Haleyhadliftedherevacuation
orderforBeaufortCounty,droves
ofdisplacedresidentsthought
theywerefinallygoinghome.
Thenthe harshreality set in.
Despitethecancelingofthe

governor'sorder,theBeaufort
CountySheriff'sOfficewasstill
enforcingitsplan,announced
earlierSunday,todirectreturning
evacueesatcheckpointstotwo
highschoolsservingthenorth
andsouthsidesofthecountyfor
adeterminationofwhethertheir
particularneighborhoodwassafe
enoughtoreturn.
If notdeemed safe, residents

couldn't gohome.
Butneither thegovernor's

office northe Sheriff's Office
clearlyexplainedto thepublic
thenthat the localscreening
process was stillineffect,even

thoughthe governor'sorder had
been lifted.
That, inturn,caused mass

confusion andangeramong
returning evacuees.
Haley at anews conference

Monday addressedthe situation
inBeaufort County.
"WefollowedwhatBeaufort

Countywantedtodo,"shesaid
inresponsetoareporter'sques­
tion."Iknowthattheyhadtheir
hiccups,andIknowthatthey're
dealingwiththat.Ialsoknow
they'redealingwiththousandsof
treesdownandlotsofissues."
Asforthecounty'splantooffer

shelterstoreturningevacuees
untilitwassafeforthemtogo
home,Haleysaid,"Idon'tthink
thatactuallyworkedverywell,"
thoughsheaddedthatlocaloffi­
cialshave"readjusted,andfrom
everythingthatIknow,it'smov­
ingmoresmoothly."

The governor'sevacuation
order forBeaufort andJasper
counties, which tookeffect over
Oct.5and6, wasformally lifted
at 6:30p.m. Sunday. Haley said
at an earlier news conference
Sunday that while shewaslift­
ingevacuation ordersfor Berke­
ley,Charleston, Colleton and
Dorchestercounties, her orders
for Beaufortand Jaspercounties
would remainineffect, noting
that "we are relyingonthe local
governments andlocal lawen­
forcement totell us when they
feellike it is safe."
Thelaterwrittenorderlifting

BeaufortCounty'sevacuation
makesnomentionaboutthe
BeaufortCountySheriff'sOffice's
plantodirectreturningevacuees
totwohighschoolsforre­entry
screening,thoughitsaysgeneral­
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lythat"nothinginthis
orderprohibitslocaloffi­
cialsfromestablishinga
curfeworrestrictingaccess
toareasofdanger."
A news release fromthe

governor'soffice issued
about 7:30 p.m.Sunday
also didn't includeany
detailsabout there­entry
screening plan.Neither

did aFacebook post about
8:20 p.m.from theSouth
Carolina EmergencyMan­
agement Division,which
readonly, "You may now
return toBeaufort and
Jasper Counties.Please be
patient as youreturn to
these areas."
The stateemergency

management office saidin

an email Monday toThe
Island Packetand The
BeaufortGazette that
BeaufortCounty Sheriff
P.J.Tanner requestedat
6:10 p.m.Sunday that the
governor'sevacuation
order beliftedat 6:30
p.m.Sunday.
Sheriff's spokesman

Capt.Bob Bromageac­

knowledgedMonday
when contactedby the
newspapers that his office
couldhave bettercommu­
nicatedwith the public
Sunday night.
"We dounderstandthe

frustration ofthe general
public andare always
working toimprove our
communications,"hesaid,
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thoughhe added,"The
situationis very fluid.
There are alotof moving
parts inthis,andour pri­
orityis restoringBeaufort
County."
Bromage defendedthe

re­entry screeningplan,
notingthat after Hurri­
caneMatthew had moved
pastthe county,local
officialswanted to"main­
tainsome ordertore­
entry tothecounty."
"There werealotof

peoplebacked upfor a
considerable amount of
time," hesaid."We've got
utility crewsstillout there,
andthe trafficcould pose
adanger towhat they're
doing."
A Sheriff's Officead­

visory issued toemail
subscribers at9:12 p.m.
Sunday ­nearlythree
hoursafter Haley'sevac­
uation order forthe coun­
ty was lifted­saidal­
thoughthe orderhad been
canceled, there "are still
many areasof Beaufort
Countydeemed unsafe by
localofficials and will be
restricted," singling out
Hilton Head, Harbor,
Hunting andFripp islands.
Butaswiththegover­

nor'swrittenorderlifting

theevacuation,thead­
visorygavenodetailsabout
there­entryscreeningplan.
Returningevacueesvented
theirfrustrationSunday
nightonsocialmedia.
Here's asampling of

commentsSunday night
fromThe Island Packet's
andBluffton Police De­
partment'sFacebook pag­
es about thebreakdown in
communications:
A LaurelParker Simon:

I hope toGodthere is
never another reasonto
evacuate, but I sure hope
officials are takingnote of
how todisseminatein­
formationmore clearly
next time.
A ScottWyland: This

going poorlyinlarge part
because of poorplanning
andnext tonoinforma­
tion dissemination.
Confusion alsowas

evident at thelocal gov­
ernment level.InaFace­
book comment Sunday
afternoon, Bluffton town
spokeswomanDebbie
Szpanka advisedtown
residentsthat when "re­
entry isallowed, go to
yourhouse. You DON'T
needto goto theschool."
At9:19a.m.Monday,the

Sheriff'sOfficewroteinan

advisorytoemailsub­
scribersthatthe"outer
checkpointsforentryinto
thecountyhavebeenlift­
ed,"andthatcountyresi­
dents"cannowreturnto
theirhomes,"withthe
exceptionofthoselivingin
theHiltonHeadandHar­
borIslandareas.Thead­
visoryalsosaidtheAmer­
icanRedCrosswouldpro­
videpost­stormsheltersat
BlufftonHighSchooland
BatteryCreekHighSchool.
Contacted Monday

morning, stateRep. Shan­
non Erickson, R­Beaufort,
told The Island Packetand
The BeaufortGazette
there wasa"disconnect
fromone piecetothe
next"incommunication
Sunday nightbetween
stateand localofficials,
notingshe receivedaslew
of angryemails, textsand
socialmedia messages
fromconstituents.
"Iwould have preferred

tohave seen a jointpress
release fromthe gover­
nor's office andour Beau­
fortCountyEmergency
Operations Center for
clarification," shesaid.
StateSen. Tom Davis,

R­Beaufort, tooktoFace­
book onSunday nightand

Monday morning toclarify
the governor'sorder lift­
ingthe evacuation and the
re­entry screeningplan by
the Sheriff's Office.He
saidbeforeposting, he
confirmed hisinformation
with stateand county
officials.
Davis saidwhilehe

believesthe Sheriff's Of­
fice overall has"donea
tremendousjob overthe
last 48hours" responding
toproblems caused bythe
hurricane, thereis a"les­
sontobe takenaway"
regarding communication
with the public.
"People get their in­

formationinvery different
ways nowthanthey his­
torically have,"Davis said,
citingsocial mediaas an
example. "With acrisis
like this,it'simportant to
get information outaccu­
rately and quickly inas
many wayspossible."

ProjectsreporterKelly
Meyerhoferandsocialmedia
editorGrahamCawthon,as
wellasJamieSelf,areporter
forTheState,contributedto
thisstory.
Rick Brundrett:
843­706­8114,
@RickBrundrett
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HURRICANE MATTHEW RECOVERY

MANY RETURN TOHOMES,
BUTNOTTO NORMALCY

Officials
citeroads,
bridges
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU, WADE
LIVINGSTON ANDTERESA MOSS

sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com,
wlivingston@islandpacket.com,
tmoss@islandpacket.com
Most evacuation­weary Beau­

fortCountians were allowedto
return totheir homesMonday,
freeof the checkpoints and
trafficjams that hampered re­
entry aday earlier inHurricane
Matthew's aftermath.
Butthe wait continuedfor

those hoping toreach Hilton
Head, Harbor andFripp islands,
where countyofficials deemed
the roadstoodebris­strewn or
structurally unsafe.
The causewayson either side

of theHarbor River bridge have
been underminedand are
among the roadwaysthe S.C.
Department of Transportation is
working torepair.Until theyare
fixed, noonewill beallowedto
pass toreach Harbor, Hunting
or Fripp islands,according to
BeaufortCounty Emergency
Management Divisioncomman­
derNeil Baxley.
Evacuees alsowere turned

away ononeofthe bridgesto
Hilton Head, despite somepro­
gress toward preparingfor their
return.Hilton HeadHospital
reopenedat about noon. Public
roadshave beencleared, town
manager Steve RileysaidMon­
day afternoon, andabout 500
commercial buildings have been
inspected,with 440undam­
aged.
MayorDavid Bennetthopes

tohave the town suitable for
re­entry byTuesday, Riley
noted.
"We aregoing totryand hit

that, but atthis point intime I
can'tsay," Rileysaid, explaining
roadsin manyof theisland's
gatedcommunities are stilltoo
cluttered for safepassage. Man­
agers there areworried home­
owners, unable toreach their
properties, will park andwalk in,
thereby blockingaccess for
utility vehicles.

So for now,only those with a
preapproved BeaufortCounty
re­entry pass willbe admitted,
according toBromage, adding
that contractors helpingwith
cleanupcouldalso pass through
the checkpoint. Hesaidhe did
not knowhowmany meeting
that descriptionhad been al­
lowedthrough checkpoints
Monday. Inone 10­minute span
Monday evening, 17vehicles
were turnedaway atthe bridge
toHilton HeadIsland, while13
were allowedtopass.
Red Crossshelters have been

set uptoaccommodate those
not allowedtoreturn ­at Bat­
teryCreek High Schoolinnorth­
ernBeaufort Countyandat
Bluffton High Schoolinsouth­
ernBeaufort County.Peopleon
Hilton Headwho did notevac­
uate can alsogo toashelter at

SEE EVACUEES,7A

MOREINSIDE

A Were any Sea Pines'landmarks damaged

in the hurricane? 2A
A Even if HiltonHead is opened to

evacuees,someSea Pines residents won't
be allowed to return.2A
A About 54,000BeaufortCounty residents

werestill without powerMonday. 3A
A Beaufort County schools are closeduntil

atleast Thursday.4A

ONLINE

Gotobeaufortgazette.com and
islandpacket.comforupdates,aerial
photos,videoes andmoreonHurricane
Matthew.

FROMPAGE1A

EVACUEES
the Hilton Headschools
complex onWilborn Road.
AtBattery Creek High

early Monday,Beaufort
CountySheriff's Office
deputiesset up inavend­

ingmachine room near
the gymnasium, where
oneperson tried tosleep
ononeof the severalcots
placed there.
Hundreds moreeva­

cueeswere toarrive by
bus fromJasper County.
Anearlier wave froma
Jasper Countyshelter
arrivedat Battery Creek
byPalmetto Breezebus.

Manywaited there on
another busrideto take
themhome.
Amongthem wasJoe

Pinckney, 80,wholives on
SamsPoint Road. He had
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been atthe Ridgeland
shelter since Thursday ­
firstinthe school's gym­
nasium, thenmoving toa
hallwayduring theworst
of thestorm. Peoplewere
packed together, hesaid,
either sitting inthe floor
or inchairs.
Alsoat the shelter trying

toget home toSt. Helena
Island wasSharon Brown,
who arrivedat Battery
Creek bybus Sunday
night.Brown's family had
evacuated toAtlanta. Her
sisterhad been evacuated
fromanursinghome to
Ridgeland,Brown said.
Shewas waiting tohear

fromher family before
deciding whether togo
home.
"Idon't knowhow I'm

going toget intouch with
them,"she said.
As at BatteryCreek, the

Red Crossprovidedshel­
ter, food,water and bath­
rooms at BlufftonHigh
School. Eventhose who
were notregistering to
stay at the shelter ­many
sleptoutside intheir cars,
avolunteer said­could
duck infor water or a
meal.
Manyof the 100 people

there had sat forhourson

the side ofthe roadSun­
day trying toenter Beau­
fortCounty afterGov.
Nikki Haley liftedan
evacuation order.

HILTONHEAD
Sometried onMonday

toreach Hilton Head, only
tobeturned away.
Chanel Cohen was

among them.She cradled
her soninablanket out­
side and explained how
her family leftHilton
HeadIsland for Atlanta on
Wednesday. They were
stuck for about seven
hoursinthe trafficjam
re­entering the county
Sunday, shesaid.
"We arejust readytogo

home,"Cohen said."They
won'tlet us go toHilton
Head."
VickiOliveira missed

Sunday's trafficjam but
was metwith frustration
Monday.
The Hilton HeadHospi­

tal employee wantedto
get tothe islandto help
get the hospitalrunning
again. Nonetheless, offi­
cersat the Hilton Head
bridge turned herback,
sayingshe needed toget a
pass fromthe shelter.
Whenshe arrivedat the

shelter, shewastold the
shelter was notproviding
passes toget onthe island.
"We aregoing totry

again," Oliveira said."I
knowthey are wanting to
get the hospitalopen by
noon, andifIcan get
there tohelp ­Iwill
help."
Atabout that time, 15

milesaway, approximately
40carsmade it over the
firstbridge toHilton
Head, onlytoget turned
around at the footof the
bridge, atthe entrance to
PinckneyNational Wild­
life Refuge.Although the
trafficextended about
halfwayup thebridge,
most waitednomore than
10minutesto get rerout­
ed. Motoristseemed pa­
tient with deputiesand
troopers, whowere polite
inreturn.
A maninawhite Toyota

Rav 4 showed agreen­
colored pass, which depu­
ties and troopers believed
tohave been falsified. He
was directedtoturn
around, andatrooper took
down hisinformation and
sent himaway.
HiltonHeadresident

Billy Martini sat inhis

truck onthe bridge around
11 a.m. Inthe passenger
seat wasachainsaw.
Martini, aconstruction

worker and memberof a
localband, hopedthat
chainsaw mightbe his
ticket togetting home.
He'd evacuated Wednes­
day toChapin, and hesaid
hewanted tohelp with the
cleanupefforts.He'd seen
apicture ofhis apartment
complex, Tabby Walk. A
tree had fallen onthe
building that housedhis
unit,he said,but he had
noidea about the shape of
his home.
He saidre­entry was

confusing because ofcon­
flictinginformation online
fromvarious agencies.He
was caughtinSunday's
bottleneck at the county
line onU.S. 278, before
finally being allowed
through around 6:45p.m.
"It'schaosright now,"

hesaid."But that's tobe
expected. It'sahurricane
­they don't happenthat
often."
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DAVID GOLDMAN AP

DisplacedresidentswalkintoashelterSunday inBluffton.RedCross
sheltersare housingsomeof those notallowed toreturnhome.
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REBECCA LURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

Carsline upMonday atthe HiltonHead Islandcheckpoint. Some evacueesmaybe abletogohome Tuesday.
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USC football game
(R)ather than moving Sat­

urday night's scheduled game
against Georgia at Williams­
Brice Stadium to Atlanta, as
some proposed, USC officials
decided merely to delay it until
Sunday afternoon.
The impulse to avoid giving

up a home game for the second
straight season — and the mil­
lions in revenue it brings to the
school — is understandable.

However, the choice to keep
the game in Columbia, albeit
kicking off 19 hours later than
initially planned, is irrespon­
sible.

Yes, college football is a big
deal in our state. But so is a

state of emergency due to a
weather crisis. ...

Gov. Nikki Haley has rightly
signaled frustration over USC's
dubious call to play that game
this weekend despite the hurri­
cane. As she pointed out
Thursday, law enforcement
personnel must focus on their
demanding — and critical —
storm­related duties, not on
providing traffic and security
services at a sporting event
that could draw more than

80,000 fans.
­ Post & Courier

Charleston
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