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Graham sets rules on earning endorsement

Any presidential candidate would have to challenge Trump, Cruz

RUDOLPH BELL

DWRETL G DAL L W D00

U5 Scen. Lindsey Graham of Sowth
Carolina said Wednesday that he'll ox-
pectany presidentinl candidate who gets
his endorsement to challenge Donald
Trump and Ted Cruz, the two candidates
currently leading the contest for the Re-
publican moenination.

The Republican Graham snid he
hasn't decided whether toendiorse one of
his former comipetitors lor the White
Haause, but it won't be Trump o Craz be-
cause he considers them tod extreme to
beat Hillory Clinton, the likely Diemo-
cTalic nomines,

Trumgp, the New Yark billionaire, “has
alienated all the constituencees” That Re.
putdicans meed fo rebuild their party,

such as Hlispanies, Groham saiid.

Az Tor Cruz, the Tedas senalor hos
bocn “on throe sides of cvery isue™ and
“peprosents a form of conservatism that
wiol't sell to a larger audience,” Graham

said.

“I think the Democrnts would da o
number on him as being an @lecdogue,”
Caraham safd absout Crug.

Graham made the remarks during an

Roll Tigers? Title game
splits Swinney’s hometown

RN AHDE RO HA

MEM Hardwane is seen on Wednesday in Alabaster, Ala. The hardwane store was orce owned by Cermon football head coach Dabo Swinmey's

fathar, Envil Swinney, Chemsen will now play Alsbama in the RCAA college fostball ch

om Causey answered count

lesa phone Galls Bl day i Dhe-

cember 214 when he was

hired as the head football

goach ot Pelham High School
in: Alabama

He will never forget one call. It was
Tram am cager Pelham High alumnus.

Clemsonn University  casch  Dabo
Swinmey.

"He congratulated me on the job,”
Causey said, “and he told meif there was
ever anything he could do for us to 1o
him kndoes”

Causry quickly redoemed Swinney's
olfcr.

He asked Swinney to send am awto-
graph, not for his persenal collection but
1o display in the Pelham High athletic of-
Tices. Merely throe days kater, a package
arraved lrom Clenison.

Insbde, Causey Found a white foothall

Aty
INSIDE .. %

Batden A et

Al ity People, i
Ol ... 4G

gama on Maondsy

.

Py R

Mandrallius
Robinson
ot ol P e oA e

Commestary

stamped with a bright crange Clemson
Tiger paw and Swinney's signature. Cau-
sey displays it prowdly, o hanor Swin:
aey's journey from Pelham w0 pinnacle.
“Petham’s had & bat of really big-time
graduates come out of hore, but that guy

Lotteries A Telewtion ... Al
Clitugeind A W SANGIRE L 1B
-

e s A A Eatear

hais mude it Coausey soil. “We need 1o
celehrate that. We need towreap ourarms
arcarud that.”

Ascording to Causey, the city of Pel-
ham has embraced Swinmey through his
rapid rize a5 8 college coach. Yet, its
arms may osen slightly Monday night,
whin Swinney beauds Clemson in the Cols
lepe Football Playalf Natienal Champi-
onshdp Game against the Universiiy of
Alabama,

It is Swinney's alma mater. 1t is Pel-
haim®s prineity.

Tt 1% miixesd emations”™ sanl Jim Lathe
an, a 1961 Alabama graduste who has
lived in Pelbam since 1975 and rooted foe
the: Crimson Tide his entire life. “IF Dabo
wins that's good, bechuse he's one of the
city’s sons. Bat iFit's just one point differ-
ence with Alabama on tep, Pl prabably

See HOMETOWHN, Page 44
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intervicw at his downtown Greenville of-
fice twowecks and twodays after ending
his oam presidentinl bid, which never
ok o f,

% not enough o criliciee Obama,”
Giraham said. “All of us do . Butare you
willlng to eritieize Trump? Are vou will-
ing to say Ted L‘m:e:ﬁpn:-ach b imend-
wration is ot practical? Are you willing
1o sy = when Ted Cruz says we're going
10 climinate the IRE — it nol going to

See GRAHAM, Page 54

Chamber
links DOT
reform to
road funding

ik SRAITH
TORE THEGENIANLLEN TWL L oM
COLUMBIA - South Caroling's

business community is onec again
telling lawmakers 1o fix the slate's
ranls.

Thiz tme, bowever, 1he Stale
Chamber of Commerce has coupled
its call for at least $500 million in an-
nuzal road funding with a request tore-
form the state’s bwo magor trans porto-
T basirdds,

Specifically, the chamber wanls
the State Transpoctation Infrasiruc:
ture Bank to foltow the same rules for
sefting project priorities thal are re-
quired for the =state Department of
Transpartztion.

Amdl the Chamber also wants DOT
o be held accountable solely to the
povernos, instead of the current sys-
tem in which the govermor appoints
the leader of the agency but lawmak-
ers appoint members of the highway
COMSSIan.

“If we don't fix thar modcl, were
ot polng to fix DOT," said Mikes
Johmson, CEO of Cox Industrics and &
former chairman of the Chamber,

Senate Transportation Chairman
Larry Girgoms said he has proposed
the same reform ideas now pashod by
the Chamber. He said he agrees these
reforms must be part of any solution
on rocd funding but wasn't overly op-
timistic an thi chamoes of o bill pass-
g 1his year.

I'l;l'mh;.- I'm giving it S0-500dds,” e

The Chamber on Wednesday
pnmad infrostructure os one of the
business group'’s three legislative pri-
orities for this yedar, just as it had Last
year, when the House passed a road-
funding bill but the Senate falled 10
acton it

John Uprichard, chairman of the
Chamber and the president of Find
Grreat People of Greenwville, said re-
paiving the state’s roeds (s not & new
essue. Improving the state’s roads and
bridges, he says, is an opportunity
that has been around for years,

“1think moving forward, the ques-
1Eon i% what sre we gaing 1a.da differ-

See RDADS, Page 5A
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SAPAKOFF: Danny Ford cameo a must at title game. €1
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Final-exam policy angers high school seniors

Board to meet after many students who planned to skip tests find out they can't, after all

BY PAUL BUAWERS
PR e O e
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Students falling behind
can catch up with ACE

Intensive program at Northwoods Middle gn ©s kids shot at success

N
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North Korea tests nuclear
bomb, relations with China

Strain in ties will be sethack for allies
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Will town
uproot its

rules for
buffers?

Replacing Mt P trees
distirdned by sower
progect wonld be costly

BY ROBERT BEHERE
S -

MEOUINT FLEASANT = Thistws
iv rethinkisg it rosdside Bullers —
landwaped arcus slong beay mmady

tecauer of 30 UrRApEEEd il
10 mast apeply S e b o Rl

Eusentially, Town Councill and
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Fubdic opinion or spprarane®
That's why it's Backdiag our the pew
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ik i 1 b Sewe? Drees b weadld
sl about $1 million moee.
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trees larged than Mndes indiamoia.
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Understanding Obama’s
executive action on guns

A Jook at new controls,
wiat J'It't.ll"l.'l.;'llﬁ.t them

B LEDERMAN
Avsaciatnd Fress

WASHINGTON President
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ing s pouditsece

QBA oo
<2 and oven 8 e
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Mac Lain
is the
leader
of the
Clemson

Beard
Gang.

See video
thestate.com

Clemson tackle Mitch Hyatt has done
the near impossible,

PREP BASKETBALL

After 835 wins, Spring

Valley's Anne Long still
going strong, 1B

Hammond ranked

e

No. 13 in nation, 3B

THURSDAY JANIARY 7 2016

WO LSTH. Mo B
#00 ST DOWAECTID THESTATE COM

FACEBCONLCOM, THE STATENERS
TR R COMGTHE STATE

Tifar: PiETeY (LOUBY I.Fn

| £21- Wilieaa

[l -

FALLOUT FROM PENNY TAX PROBE

Newman
steps down
as lawyer for
tax program

Brian DaQuiney Mewman velustarily remeved Bismsell
fram his role Monday before pleading guilty of failure

to file tanes

“ongoing.” "quite scthe™

BY SARAM FLLIS

ARTHHHER 308K
o —
R N

Former Columbia City
Councilman Brian De-
Quinccy Newman valun-
tariby slepped down aia
coniracted aitormey for
Rlchland Coenty’s trars.
pOrlalEm peany progTam
the day before pleading
guiley of failure 1o file
SCARE ENCvme (AN

I s gliimg, Nowman
gave up a job that was

estiEnsted bo provide him &

nodal of S3I98, 000D ewver
five yoars,

Newman informed the
COURCY'S PERNY progran:
devehiprterst Teans Mo
day ovening 1bat he was
imnrediazely remowiog
Brimaeld, at least nemee
rarily, Troem his mole of
prodacing and apd ating
properny litle opinions
relaled b onunly irans-
poriatiom projocts, aocond-
ng 10 transportation pen-
1Y progeam mdasager [a:
wid Bealy,

SEE PEMMY TAX, &4

SC schools chief says
teachers’ pay scale
‘out of whack, too low

BY JAMIE STLT

Ml condounder Michole Wang lalks with gudtomerns al M Kechan.

nly like to cat aut when v can find a good doal? 18
O your week. Restaurant Week across South Carolina

opens Tharsday and runs through Jan 17, More than
50 Columbia realasirants ane participating - armong them M
Kitchen, the newest addilion in the Miyo's chain co-foanded by
Michelle Wang, shown here. Check out our best of list of places
and discounts in today's Go Columbin section inside.

IR R Sy

Helping rucd school
districts replace aging
facilities, access rechs
nelongy and jray Ceachers
higheer walaries are top
priorithes for Souh Care
aliras sehoods chiel, she
tokd stabe senaboms
Wednesday.

supenniendent of Eda:

ation Mally Spearman,
R-faluda, said she will

wrge lawmnakers o eihink
the state”s “out of whack™
pay scabe for reachers next
year, aflee @ review of
salaries is complete,

*1'm parioularly
steeased by oar bow start:
ing mlary,” Spearman ol
apanel of senabors tasked
with coming up with ways
B impeove the srare's K02
poblic schools im respones
ta state Supreme Court
niing. Firstsyeas ieackerns

SEE SCHOOLS, &8



Griffey Jr. to be inducted into MLB Hall of Fame 1B
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DREAMING ¢
OF MILLIONS

Local Powerball players share what
they would do it they won jackpot

e = ‘GF”H IT ;E‘

JOEH MITELMAM = S1afl photo
Sakitha Willlams, an employee at Parkers gas station at Jennifer and Buck island roads in Bluffton,
sells a Powerbkall ticket on Wednesday te a customer who declined to give his full namae.

By MATT McMaB
mmcnabgiislandpacket.oom « 843-700-8125

ing past the Parker's along Buckwalter  drawing would be the largest winner since
IParkway on Wednesday, Taynia Mu-  the $536<L1 mullion hit in February, scoording
harmrmad-Leak was sure of the frst thing she  toThe Associated Press,
would change if she hit the Powerball that If o e wins Wednesday, numbers will be
night: her job, drawn again Saturday — likely giving lottery
“I'll stop driving that,” she said with alaugh.  playersa chanee at a record Powerball prize.
Muhamimgad-Leak joined her two co-waork- The largest Powerball jackpot wis a
ers with the bus company for their routine trip 835 million prize won by a Florida
1o Parker's on Wednesday for their daily loi-  woman in May 2003, according to The
tery play, ready to purchase a Powerball ticket  Associated Press.
that could reach up to 3600 million before the
numbers were drawn late Wednesday night. e
As of noon Wednesday, the lottery had JACKPOT
reacived $300million, but late sales could on A

P ainting tothe vellow school bus driv-  push the jackpot even higher. Wednesdays

DID ¥OU WIN?

NKorea
claims
it tested
H-homb

Declaration met
with skepticism,
condemnation

By FOSTER KLUG
The Associated Pross

SEOUL, South Koren — Borth
Eurea'sdeclarstion thit it bl test-
ed a hydrogen bomb for the first
i was grected with widespread
condemnation — but also skepti-
clam — a8 waorld powers vowed
Woednesday to punish the impover
ished and defiant mations withs nesw
intermational smetions.

The isolated country’s fourth nu-
cluear test since 2006 was a “reck:
less challemgge to international
JJIJHIL"E!.'!.!JIL'I‘III\';I.1I.' iI.I:II.! ﬂ:ll! :|u§|'|:u:|r-
ity of the UL, Security Cowncil,”
British Ambassador Matthew
R;_w:nlft sn3d.

The council met inamemengency
sesgion ad called the test =a clear
violation™ of its
resolations. I8 WHAT DOES
agreed to start - THIS MEANT?
wark immedi-  For an analysis
ately onamsg-  on the conse-
lutbon for nesw  quences of the
o alleged H-bomib

The interna-  test, gote TA
tional commu-
nity st respond with “steadily
inereasing pressure” and rigorous
enforcement of eodsting mexsurnes,
1.5, Ambassador Samantha Power
wrid.

Four vounds of ULN. sanetions
heve aimeed @t reining inthe Morth's
mzclear and missile development,
bat Pyongyang has lgnored them
and moved ahead with preggrams
e muodernize its ballistic missiles
and maclear WEIPHEE

The last snetlons resolution in
2003 was co-sponsored by the LS,
and China, and both countries will
b iy to am ngrreement on s new
one. Whether any new sanctions
can slow MWorth Korea's nuclear
program, however, remains to be
AT

There was a burst of jubilation
and pride in Morth Korea's capital
-.uﬂ’:,ungynu@; where a TV anchor
sald 1|."|"I5!I1L"LALI}"EG test of a2 “minia-
turized” hydreogen bomb had been
a “perfect success™ that ¢levated
Al c:1u|1!r}"x"|l.1||.:lu;_|.1' ||tig|'|tl|:|-1|:||:
A
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WORMAN DEAD IN JAIL

Trooper in Sandra
Bland traffic stop
indicted, fired

HEMPSTEAD, Texas — A
Texas state trooper wha
arrested Sandea Bland atter
A contentions irafhe stop last
summes was fired Wednesday
after being charged with per-
jury for allegedly lying about
his confrontation with the
black woman wh dicd three
days later in jail.

Trooper Brian Encinia
claimed in an affidavit that
Bland wis “combative and
unCopperalive” after he pulbed
her paved and ordercd b out of
her car. The grand jury [denti-
fred that affidavit in charging
Encinia with perjury, special
prastsutor Shawn MaDonald
said Wednesday night.

Hours after the indictment,
the Texas Department of Public
Safety said it would “begin ter-
mination procecdings” doainst
Encinia, who has Been on paid
desk duty since Bland was
found dead in her cell.

—The Aszocialed Press

UPSTATE

Graham looks at
GOP candidates

U.5, Sen, Lindsey Grahan,
speaking in Spartanbusg on
Wednesday, said he may
decide this month which
Repulican presidential candi-
e 10 sepport, C1

G ! GolUpstate.com

NORTH KOREA | BOMB ANNOUNCEMENT

World powers condemn, doubt test

“I'm pretty skeptical. The seismic data indicates it
would be very small for a hydrogen test.”

= Mulissa Hanham, seaior researcher al the James Martin Center for
Manpraliferation Studies at the Middiebury Institute for International

By Foster Khug
and Edith M. Lederer
The Astociyled Press

SEOLUL, South Korea — North
Korea's declaration that it had
tested a hydrogen bomb for
the first time was greeted with
widespread condemnation —
bt also skepticism — as world
powers vowed Wednesday to
punish the impoverished and
defiant nation with new inter-
national sanctions,

Studfies in Monterey, Callfornka

The izolated country's fourth
nuclear test since 20006 was a
“reckless challenge to inter-
national norms of behavior
and the authority of the UM,
Security Council,” said British

Ambassador Matthew Bveroft,

The council met in an emer-
gency session and called the test
#a clear violation" of its reso-
lutions. It agreed to start work
immediately on a resolution for

new sanctions.

The international community
st respond with “steadily
inereasing pressare” and rig-
arous enforcement of existing
measures, said 5. Ambassa-
dor Samantha Power.

Four rounds of U.N. sanc-
tions have almed at reining in
the North®s nuctear and missile
development, but Pyongyang
has ignored them and moved

SEE N, KDREA, A6

Deadly crash prompts
talk of road changes

remain at a tree on Fourth Street in Beding Springs where a car crash claimed the lives of four USC Upstate students in October. jonn
EY RN O N B Y RUASES H LCOM

4 USC Upstate '-utl.ltli'ﬂi‘\

10 Y R R Lo R e, TR

“We know at least every other day  said he bogan asking other people if they
we're going to have a wreek around  allso saw problems with Fourth Street.
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TODAY'S
WEATHER

Muosthy cloady,
breezy and warmes.
High 57 o 4L

DETAILS 28

Spearman on schools' Grants, not loans

Senale M'"'““l‘.' Lesmilor Nikki
Segxler, D-West Columbia, ques-
toned the timeline.

Thi Aot Prisia

COLUMBIA — Sowh Caroline  laboraton should be part of the  in poor disirices thar inltkally  furd an evalumion of plalmif
should give grants to poon, - Leghslature’s plan for improving  sued over finding in 15493 districls’ infmstruciure  needs,
rak selweol districts to help twem public schools A Howse ocomnvillees mecmis sl sabd. That eould e dane

maaintain bulldings and encour-
age consolidation, state Super-
imtendent Muolly Spearmian said
Wirdnesday:

Spearman wobl a Senate paned

S e
Activists
condemn
memorial

funding

EF JOEHUA LLOWD
or g Mews
Py Efermne raard Cosn

FLORENCE — A Florence oom-
mundty activist and severml stoe
representatives say they condemn
any type of state funding for a new
Confederate flag exhibit In Colum-
bia, while others have said funding
would be permissible but not s
costs anywhene close 10 proposed
figuines.

P Gilason II}'{:-.\.Ilmw. Aan adhive
ist and Flanence Sclood Distrien L
beard member, held a news con-
ferenoe Wednesday morning at the
South Caroling I}('|:m|l||'||.'||l ol i
enues 1o denounce e proposal o
create o $3.6 million exhiblt for the
Mg at tee Confederane Belic Room
anel Milivary Museum.

The Aag was removed from State-
huse grounds follvwing a conten-
tiows natiormwide debate afer nine
black parishioners wene gunned
down at Emanued AME Church in
Chearleston.

Thie Conlenderate Relic Room and
Military Muscum Commission pro-
posed 55,3 million cxhibit, and has
since lovwered that proposal to 336
million.

Moore's declsion o hold il con-
ference at the Depaniment of Rev-
comies was delibemne, She sid the
taxpayers should not be responsi-
ble for the cost of the exhibit at any
HE T H S

“They want some of the same
people hat wene enslaved by the
racist H-rrpl:'lnllnn of this Confied-
crale flag o pay milliows of dol-
lars o give it a new home,” Moo
sald. “We paid wo put it on wep of the
Statehwouse, we paid o lake it down,
Wi |:ald Lin pauat it o e Staneluouse
prounds, we paid 1o take it down
again. Now they want us o pay
e more By ||Ia{;ri| inaConfedes-
ane museum var’s alreasdy paid for
by taxpayers.”

Al least one state represeniative
in Flarence and athers across the
state hild the same thowghe,

“I don® think there should be
any slale I'|,:||:|;|i1|.3 [1H] tli.ii‘l| that
flag when there are Gailing schools,
roads that need repalring. and the
st gawes on aend on,” sald Regp Termy

that o sl infrastirse i bank
amd a fend o encoursge col-

Lawmakers are under court
order wo-.come up with a plam by
the saimmer. Thie state Suprems
Conrt’s eevised November onder
followed |ustees’ ruling a year

earlier thak tlee stite dsesnt pro-  man waid.

vide educational opgonunities

mendations, issued last mronth,
Includie creating a low-to-me-in-
terest loan program for focilities.

Bue poor disteiets cant affosd
e pay hack such loans, Spear-

x|.,1|'!'i1|g anel curriculum,
el 1o cost roughly 52 m
Spearran sald.

The Legislage should fleste

At you  talking  aboug

as  somehing way dewn the roud?”
part of a larger “efficlency study”
that also meviews transponiation,

(‘I1|.Hrlt

he asked. “Onee ivs badly, we're
talking years, and we can't walt
yeiars”

S0 SCHOOLS. Fage 38

That’s ‘Just Peachy’

PHEDE IF1 SO 15 AU AL RS

Shalandea Douglas beads the first dance class Tuesday night at newly opered Just Peachy Dance Studio off Pamplico Highway,
New dance studio offers lessons for little ones up to high schoolers

Dancers (lcft to
wairk on their ballek moves Tuesday at Just Prachy Dance Studio,

right) Terriah Polite, 4; Jamaria HolBday, 3; Trinity Gee, 4: and Ava Thomas, 4,

EY JOE FERRY
liorsing Reews
[ =T st e ]

FLORENCE — A parade of tiny
alancers ook to the door Tuesday
night a1 Just Peachy Dance Studis,
and for thar, Shalamira Douglas ks
thankiul.

Thl*l-i--}mr—nl:l |.}'|u;|1|:|||rg|1:|1il.1'
realized her dream of opening her
i studbo, a project in e works
Tor a bong time,

“U'm very exeited, the girls were re-
ally excited, and they can't walt umil
et week,” she said on Wednesday,
n:l!ll,'ﬂiubl_ on hier lirst ballen and Lap

4 class of 3- amd L-yearobd girls.

Her Farnily moved 10 Timmons-
ville while she was in her weens, and
after graduating from high school,
she pursued a degree in performing
arts from Winthrop Universiiy

“I've been dancing predty much
all vy Tifie e ehougho it would bea

S PERGHY, Page 30

Wednezday
s Teacher-leaders named
Framcis Marion
Performing Y MELISSA ROLLING teachiers hozing.
Arts Center, _ oMty During a launcly @vent
36 Florence M 08 and short seception, the 36
School teacher-lesders froan Flar-
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Analysis: Law won’t curb mass shooters
Obama measures could stem the number of gun suicides

By MICHAEL R. SISAK

Acmiaphid Fress

The gan contral measurcs 3 tearful
President Barsck Ohama announced
Tuesday would mor have ilﬂ,"\.‘\:ﬁlmj
the slaughtors of 20 firs-graders at
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Mewtomn, Connecticoal, or 14 county
workers 38 2 holiday party in San Ber-
nardina, Californis

Obama® executive action expands
mandanory hm,l.g,m..-.ml checks 1o
gum shoves, flea markets and online
sades, adds moee than 230 examdners
and staff o hiclp proces them and
calls on states bo submit scoarabe and
updated crisnieal hikuoey daia

Thaose mecasures are seen as cru
il e sbemumang gan sukades — the
e ol T thinghs oof gan cheaghs — Ly
blacking iminsediate acoris bo weap

oms. B, om Associsted Press review
shotws, they wouhd Boove had no impace
in keepimg weapons Irom the hangls
of suspects in several of the deadlli
est moceml mass shoolings that have
spurred calls for tighter gun conirol.

The shacters at Sandy Hook and
Sam Bemasdino wsed weapons boughe
by wiberrs, shichding them from back-
ground checks, [n other ek, the
shawters kegally baowsght guns,

In Aarore, Coloredo, and ag the
ey Ward i Washinggon, D2, een
unehergoeng menfal health treatment
were cleaned 1o buy weapons because
tederal Background chocks kooked e
crimind hislones and court-ordered
commimments for signs of mental
illness. The Obama administeation
is nuaking changes in that realen by
accking o plag oertain Socal Soouri-
1y Administration data inlo the back

ground check systemn ansd by helping
slates reporl mone information about
people barsed from gun posscssion
Tor moeensl heahbs reasons,

The sLspect ] \|u.'||:-11|!.¥ an a
<hurch in Charleston, South Caro-
lina, shoubd have been Bagged at the
temee, bt errors and delays deared
1kt wiry fior hiks pruarchirse,

Sew GUNS, pago 44

FINDING COURAGE

GCT holds dress rehearsal
of To Kill 2 Mockingbird
ABOVE: From ledt, Cole Blumer, playing
Atteews Finch, and Randy Walenceus,
playing Heek Tale, perdorm as laquin
Desmick, playng Teen Bobrman, loaks
on gring a court scent i To K A
Meckinghird Wednesday night at the
Gesarvwood Community Theatra. RIGHT:
From left, Lisa Smith portrays Ms.
Dubose, whie Brady Bagwel, ploying
Jom, and Audrey Adame, plyying Scout,
loglk o

FHOTTES B AOSHUAL 5. SELLY | INDEN OURNAL

youge

WWHAT: Stageplay of

“To Kl a Mockingbrd”™

WWHEN: 7:30 pome Thersday, Frackzy and
Sabweday and 2 pam. Saturday and Sunday.
W WHERE: Graarmesd Convmsity Thiatre,
110 Main 88, Greemwood.

W TICHETS; Call the box offce ot (354)
2255704 or order onfine al:
greermodoommunstytheatre con

AAMCOC earnc third Certified 7Zero Harm Award

N EDUCATION

Spearman: State
should give
schools grants,

not loans
By SEANNA A&DCOX

Jogiidod Peeid

COLUMBIA — Souh Carolina
shanald givie granls to poar, rural
school districts to help them main
1l it banldirggs and encorage consoli-
dlation, state Superintendent Mally
Spearmuan said Wednesday,

Spearman told o Senste panel that
a ksl infrasicuciare bank and a
funil o cnoewr-
age <collaboration
shausld be part af
the Legishatarcs
plan for improving
piehic schaonls,

Lawmakers ane
under court arder
1o come up wilh o
plan by the sam-
mer. The statc
Zuprenze Court’s revised November
afeler folloaved e ruling a year
warlier that the slate doein provide
educational opportunilics in poor
districts that inittally sued over fund-
angin FEEE,

A House commitleds recommen-
dations, |ssued last momb, indude
-Cu-.'lliﬂg A WL -no-ineerest loan
program for alities.

Bt poor districts can't afford to
Py back such boans, Spearman said

“The reods mocd 1o b paidd for by
e state” she said. while adding ™1
dont thing we st nead 10 go inand
v Than mesed” o Badalities,

Thie Legislatare should first fural
an evaleaibon of plantilf distrcis”
infrastrusture needs, she said Tha
souikl b dhone as pard of @ barger "cfli-
qiency shedy™ that aleo peviews trans
PeTlathie, :llﬂ'i.sr{; and cwrricwlism,
oxpetod i oot moaghly 52 million.
Spearmuan said.

Senate Manosioy Leader Nikki Set-
aler, [-Wiest Columbia, questioned
the limeline.

“Arent vou talking aboul some-
thing way down the e ?™ he adied,
TOne it buill, wo'ne talking years.
arsd we can’t walt prars”

Bt Spearnian sakd cvaluatinn in
the distracts that saod cogikl b oo
pletead im & mattor of moniba.

“No, we're nat ihinking vears.
Thew'we waited long cnough” she
said. referring Lo the 25-year-old
<ase

:ipw riaan said she cam Alggpedl
how much Lo sl aside lor inlra-







Griffey Jr. to be inducted into MLB Hall

of Fame 1B

SR ALY ' +2aL. Hilton Head Island » Bluffton
DREAMING <
OF MILLIONS

Local Powerball players share what
they would do it they won jackpot

S T TR _

P

JOEH MITELMAMN = .liml:'fph-:\-m .
Sakitha Willlams, an employee at Parkers gas station at Jennifer and Buck island roads in Bluffton,
sells a Powerbkall ticket on Wednesday te a customer who declined to give his full namae.

By MATT McMaB
mmcnabgiislandpacket.oom « 843-700-8125

ing past the Parker's along Buckwalter  drawing would be the largest winner since
Parkway on Wednesday, Taynia Mu-  the $564.1 million hit in February, according
harmrmad-Leak was sure of the frst thing she  toThe Associated Press,
would change if she hit the Powerball that If o e wins Wednesday, numbers will be
night: her job, drawn again Saturday — likely giving lottery
“I'll stop driving that,” she said with alaugh.  playersa chanee at a record Powerball prize.
Muhamimgad-Leak joined her two co-waork- The largest Powerball jackpot wis a
ers with the bus company for their routine trip 835 million prize won by a Florida
1o Parker's on Wednesday for their daily loi-  woman in May 2003, according to The
tery play, ready to purchase a Powerball ticket  Associated Press.
that could reach up to 3600 million before the
numbers were drawn late Wednesday night. e
As of noon Wednesday, the lottery had JACKPOT
reacived $300million, but late sales could on A

P ainting tothe vellow school bus driv-  push the jackpot even higher. Wednesdays

DID ¥OU WIN?

ISLAND PACKET

75b cents

NKorea
claims
it tested
H-homb

Declaration met
with skepticism,
condemnation

By FOSTER KLUG
The Associated Pross

SEOUL, South Koren — Borth
Koren'sdeclartion that i b gest-
ed a hydrogen bomb for the first
i was grected with widespread
condemnation — but also skepti-
clam — a8 waorld powers vowed
Woednesday to punish the impover
ishued and defiant nation with new
intermational smetions.

The isolated country’s fourth nu-
cluear test since 2006 was a “reck:
less challenge to international
:I!I:IrllL"H.l!.!JlL'I‘IiI\';IJF iI.I:II.! l]:lll :|u§|'|:u:|r-
ity of the UL, Security Cowncil,”
British Ambassador Matthew
R;_w:nlft sn3d.

The council met inamemengency
sesgion ad called the test =a clear
violation™ of its
resolations. I8 WHAT DOES
agreed to start - THIS MEANT?
wark immedi-  For an analysis
ately onamsg-  on the conse-
lutbon for nesw  quences of the
o alleged H-bomis

The interna-  test, gote TA
tional commu-
nity st respond with “steadily
inereasing pressure” and rigorous
enforcement of eodsting mexsurnes,
1.5, Ambassador Samantha Power
wrid.

Four vounds of ULN. sanetions
heve aimeed @t reining inthe Morth's
mzclear and missile development,
bat Pyongyang has lgnored them
and moved ahead with preggrams
e muodernize its ballistic missiles
and maclear WEIPHEE

The last snetlons resolution in
2003 was co-sponsored by the LS,
and China, and both countries will
b iy to am ngrreement on s new
one. Whether any new sanctions
can slow MWorth Korea's nuclear
program, however, remains to be
AT

There was a burst of jubilation
and pride in Morth Korea's capital
-.uﬂ’:,ungynu@; where a TV anchor
sald 1|."|"I5!I1L"LALI}'-EG test of a2 “minia-
turized” hydreogen bomb had been
a “perfect success™ that ¢levated
Al c:1u|1!r}"x"|l.1||.:lu;_u' I|ti|{|‘ltl|:|-1|:ll."
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Brian Symmes
Cell: 803-673-9437
Office: 803-734-0304



