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"Wyatt Garcia was born in April 2009. Nine
months later, he was shot and killed by his
father, who then turned the gun on himself. It
might have turned out differently—if a family-
court judge had listened to Wyatt's mother. "—

R. Dianne Bartlow,
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"Domestic Violence,
Abuse, and Child
Custody is a must-read
for any mother involved in
a child custody battle, and
especially for mothers
trying get free from an
abusive relationship.
"— R. Dianne Bartlow,
Blog

If you have ever been dumbfounded by a custody decision that favored a
clearly abusive father over the rights of a victimized mother and have
wondered how you could help right a terrible wrong—this important book is
an absolutely essential reference for you and for the protective mothers who
come to you for help. Itdistills the best thinking of advocacy and legal
experts, persuasive social science research, successful legal strategies, and
compelling personal accounts from those at the front lines working to bring
justice to families victimized by abuse.

What indicators of domestic violence and child abuse are common in
contested child custody cases?

Why do abusive men seek custody of their children?

When representing a battered mother, how should you present
allegations of domestic violence or child abuse to the court?

What are the social, political, and legal factors that can resultin a
child's being ordered to live with an abusive parent?

What does the research say about the effects on children of witnessing
domestic violence? Of being legally separated from a protective
mother?

What is the proper role of law guardians or attorneys for the minor in
custody cases?

Why have accusations of "parental alienation” become so commonly
used against protective mothers? How should attorneys for battered
mothers respond?

What policies and practices can family courts put into place in order to
protect children from an abusive parent?

"Meticulously researched and cited, so the findings have the greatest
credibility. We believe this new book can be used to change the broken
custody court system.” —Rita Smith, Executive Director, National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV)

"This book serves as a beacon of light to all those who have become
jaundiced by the malfunctioning family court, social services, law
guardian, and mental health system." —Amy Neustein, Ph.D., Co-
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Author of From Madness to Mutiny: Why Mothers Are Running from
the Family Courts and What Can Be Done About It
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