
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20460 

The Ilonorablc Nikki R. J{uley 
Ciovcrnor of South L'arolina 
1205 Pendleton Strce1 
('olun1bia. South Carolina 29201 

[)ear Governor Halcv: 

There is no higher priority for the l).S. En\ironn1cntal Protection ,i\gcncy (i·JJA) than protecting 

pub I ic hcalt!1 and ensuring the sal"et) or our nation· s drinking \Vater. lJnder the Safe Drinking 

\\.·'ater Act (SDVv'1\). South c·arolina and IllOSI other states ha\'C thl: prin1ary responsibility for the 

imp!c1ncntation and cnforccrncnt of drinking Y...ater regulations. \\hi le EPi\ is tasked v.;ith 

oversight of state efforts. Recent events in flint. Michigan and other lJ.S. cities. have led to 

in1portant discussions about the safety of our nation· s drinking \Valer supplies. \\'hicl1 is \\hy l ar11 

\\'filing to you today. 

I atn asking you to join tlll' in taking action to strengthen protection of our nation's drinking 

\Yater, \Vhich is a shnred responsibility involving state. tribal. local and federal go\·crnments. 

syste1n ov-.:ners and operators. t:onsun1cr~ and other stakcholtlcrs. \~/c rnu~t \\Ork together to 

address the broad set of challenges and opportunities "'e face - including in the areas of 

infrastructure finance and in\·cstn1enL science. technolugy, legacy and e1ncrging con1an1inants. 

regulatory o\crsight. risk assess1nent and public engagement and education. 

As part of the EP.t...·s i1nn1cdiatc effort to proper!) uvcr~cc state ir11plcn1cntation of the Lead and 

('oppcr f{ulc. n1y staff,vill he n1eeting \Vith every state drinking V\·ater program across the 

countr)' to en:.ure that states are taking appropriate actions to identify and address lead action 

level excecdanccs and J'ull) in1plen1enting and enlOrcing this important rule. 1 ask that you 

encourage your state agency to give this effort the highest priority. consistent "'ith our shared 

t:o1nmitn1cnt and partnership to atldrcss lead risks. 

In the near-tern1. I also ask for )Our leadership in taking action to enhance public transpnrency 

and accountability in the i1nple1nentation of the Lead anJ ('oppcr Ruic to assure the public that 

all levels of goyernn1ent are \vorking together to address lead risks. By separate letter. the EPA· s 

C)1lice of Vv'ater has\\ ritten to the head of your state prin1acy agency detailing our requests and 

recom1nendations. In that letter \Ve urge enhanced effOrts to provide the public "'·ith helter and 

quicker infonnation on risks associated \vi th lead in drinking \Vater and hovv to abate them. Vv·c 

a!so ask states to pro1nptly inliJr1n residents of lead san1ple results from their ho1nes. as \\:ell as 

the general public \\here system:. are experiencing high lead levels. And \Ve point out the 

tremendous \"aluc of using public \\'chsites to disclose state lead sampling protocols anJ 
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guidance, lead sa1npling results. and \Vatcr syste1n inventories of lead service lines. '!'his is the 
most effective approach to assure the public tl1at \VC are doing everything \Ve can to \.Vork 
together to address lead risk. and I v·;ould ask your support to take these steps quickly. 

In the coming \\.:eeks and n1onths. v,:e \\·ill be \.Vorking \.Vith states and other stakeholders to 

i<lcntif~· strategics and actions to i1nprovc the satCty and sustainability of our drinking \Valer 
systems. including: 

• ensuring adequate and sustained investn1cnt in. and attention to. regulatory o\·crsight at 
all leYe]s of government: 

• using information technology to enhance transparency and accountability \Vith regard to 
reporting and public a\·ailability of drinking \vater con1pliance data: 

• leveraging additional funding sources to finance nlaintenance. upgrading and replaccn1cnt 
of aging infrastructure. especially for poor and overburdened communities: and 

• identil)'ing technology and infrastructure to address both existing and emerging 
contaminants. 

·rhank you in advance for your support to ensure that \\·e are fulfilling our joint responsibility for 
the protection of public health and to restore public confidence in our shared v.:ork to ensure safC 
drinking \.\'ater for the American people. Please do not hesitate to contact n1c. and your staff can 
alv..·ays contact Mark Rupp, l)eputy Associate .i\dn1inistrator for lntcrgovernn1cntal Relations. at 
rupp.n1ark,"(_i cpa.g<.1\ or (202) 564· 7178. 

As aJv.,'ays, the l::PA appreciates your leadership and engagement as a partner in our efforts to 
protect public health and the environment. 

Sincerely. 

Ciina Mc('arthy 


