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Withasigh,
delegation
pledges
tosupport
Trump
BY VERABERGENGRUEN
vbergengruen@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

SouthCarolina's GOP­
dominated congressional
delegation has keptalow
profileonthe election
front sinceDonald Trump
becamethe de factoRe­
publican nomineefor
president Wednesday.
Amongthe D.C. repre­

sentatives ofadeeply

Republican statethat
handed thebillionaire
businessmanaresounding
primary wininFebruary,
there hasbeen noac­
knowledgment on social
media that theirparty has
decided, for allintents, on
apresidential candidate,
nostatements of support.

Whenpushed, theGOP
congressmengive tepid
answersinunison.
The offices of U.S.Reps.

TreyGowdy, theSpartan­
burg Republican whohad
endorsedU.S. Sen. Marco
Rubio ofFlorida, and Jeff
Duncan,the Laurens Re­
publican who haden­

dorsed U.S. Sen. TedCruz
of Texas, saidtheywould
"support the Republican
nominee." Neither named
Trump.
Gov. Nikki Haley said

the same thingWednes­
day, addingsheis "not
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TRUMP
interested"inbeing con­
sidered forthe vice presi­
dent'sslot. Shedidn't
nameTrump either.
U.S. Sen.Tim Scott's

campaignspokeswoman,
Margaret Spaulding, is­
suedastatementon the
NorthCharleston Repub­
lican'sbehalf,saying, "As
(Scott) hasconsistently
said over thepast year,he
will supportthe Repub­
lican nominee."
Sheadded, "Nowthat

Donald Trump isthe pre­
sumptiveRepublican
nominee, thesenator will
dowhat hecan toassist
hiscampaign; however,
hisfocus will remainon
hisown re­electionand

servingthe peopleof
SouthCarolina."
Justafewhoursbefore

Cruz suspended hiscam­
paign Tuesday,taking
with it any hopes ofstop­
ping Trump'snomination,
U.S. Sen.Lindsey Gra­
ham,R­Seneca, was
tweeting that Trump was
"completelyunhinged."
"Ifwe nominate Trump,

we willgetdestroyed and
we willdeserveit,"he
tweeted.
Cruz droppedhis presi­

dential bid after adevas­
tating loss toTrump in
Indiana's GOP primary.
A day later, OhioGov.

John Kasich followed,

leavingTrump the only
remaining candidatefrom
a originalfield of 17.
Graham, afamously

vocalTrump critic, un­
characteristicallyhas kept
quiet since Trump'snomi­
nationbecameall but
inevitable Wednesday,
only praisingCruz and
Kasich for "offering an
alternative toDonald
Trump."
Their colleaguesface

similar dilemmas.
Only onesenator, Ala­

bama's Jeff Sessions,and
16 GOPcongressmen had
endorsed Trumpby
Thursday afternoon.
Speaking toCNN,

House Speaker Paul Ryan,
R­Wis., declinedtosup­
port the presumptive
nominee. "I'mnot there
right now."
Sofar, nomembers of

the S.C. delegationin
D.C.have planstoattend
July's Republicannational
convention inCleveland.
Haley's office said the
governor would make a
decision inJune.
"The governor isfo­

cused on finishingthe
legislativesession strong
­and once it'sover,
she'll make a decisionon
the convention,"said
press secretary Chaney
Adams.
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ALSO...
AHusqvarnaConsumer Outdoor Products is ex­

panding its OrangeburgCountyoperations, accord­
ingtoGov. Nikki Haley's office. Thecompany is
investingmore than$29 million inanew main
distribution center at its current site,at 172Old
ElloreeRoad inOrangeburg. The companyproduc­
es outdoorpowerproducts, includingrobotic lawn
mowers, ride­on mowersand chainsaws.For more
information onHusqvarna NorthAmerica, visit
http://www.husqvarna.com/us.
ACharlestonsoftware companyBlackbaud has

been named toForbes magazine'sannual Fast Tech
25listas oneof this year'sfastestgrowing public
techcompanies. The company provides software
andservices for philanthropicorganizations. Forbes
studiedthree years of revenuegrowth, projected
growthand Blackbaud's earnings­quality scorefrom
Value Line.Blackbaud madethe listat No. 25.
APublixSuperMarkets Inc. hasissuedavolun­

taryrecallfor WheatberrySalad, which hasbeen
available inplastic containers inPublixDelis. The
sunflower kernelsusedin thesalad are involved
with alarger nationwide recallbecause of listeria
concerns. The WheatberrySalad was available inall
Publixstores intheCarolinas, Alabama,Florida,
Georgiaand Tennessee.
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State politicalroundup
HOUSE PASSES S.C. FARM
AID BILL SETTING UP
SHOWDOWN WITH
HALEY
COLUMBIA
A bill togive $40 million

toSouth Carolinafarmers
who lost much oftheir crops
in last year's massive floods
is on its way to ashowdown
with the governor.
The House voted 85­2

Wednesday toagree tothe
version of the billthe Senate
passed 33­3.
The proposalallows farm­

ers in disaster­declared
counties to request grantsof
up to $100,000 to cover up
to20 percent oftheir 2015
crop losses.
When 2 feet ofrain fell in

October, South Carolina
farmers lost $330 million of
crops near harvest time.
Gov. Nikki Haley has said

while shefeels badly for
farmers, shefeels badly for
small businessestoo, and
farmers shouldn't be treated
differently.Her officedidn't
immediately respond
Wednesday towhether her
veto threat stands.

HOUSE APPROVES
LEGISLATION SPREADING
FEES TO CELLPHONES
COLUMBIA
The South Carolina House

hasapproved legislationthat
spreads the costof phone
services tocellphone cus­
tomers, lowering fees on
landline bills.
The 103­2 vote Wednes­

dayfollows aPublic Service
Commission rulingrequiring
cellphone companies topay
into the state's Universal
Service Fund, which the
Legislature created in1996
toextend and maintain lines
inruralareas.
More than 20 local tele­

phone companies sought last
fall's hearing after the bill
stalled in the Legislature.
The legislation would cap

rural companies' supple­
ments at$40 million. It also
requires cellphone custom­
ers tobegin contributing
toward servicesfor hearing­
and speech­impaired resi­
dents. That wouldbe capped
at10 centsmonthly.
House Labor Commerce

and Industry Chairman Bill
Sandifer says it's only fairto

extend the fees toeveryone
who benefits from landline
connections.

SOUTH CAROLINA
HOUSE GETS
INFORMATION ABOUT
$2B ROAD BILL
COLUMBIA
A House panel received

information about aplan
passed by the Senate to
borrowmore than $2 billion
to widen interstatesand
repair bridgesover the next
decade.
The subcommittee took no

action Wednesday, but Rep.
ChipLimehouse promised a
votebeforethe next meeting
of the wholeHouse Ways
and Means Committee.
StateDepartment of

Transportation Secretary
Christy Hall says the bill isa
good first step. She told the
lawmakers she wants the
DOTto show the public it
can spend this moneywisely
so the agency will be trusted
with more moneytotry and
bringthe entire state high­
way system into good condi­
tion.
The billwoulduse $200

million a year in fees and
vehicle salestaxes toborrow
the $2 billion.
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Haley'not interested'inbeing
Trump's vice president
........................................................................

Gov.NikkiHaley: 'I amflattered to
be mentioned,'but'myplate is
full'
........................................................................

LexingtonRepublicansays shewill
support the GOPnominee
........................................................................

S.C.GOPpartyleaders:It'stime to
rallybehind Trump
........................................................................

BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley ruledout

being Donald Trump's running
mateWednesday asthe New York
billionaire's path tothe GOPpresi­
dential nominationcleared.
Inastatement, Haley said: "I

have greatrespect for the will of
the people, andas Ihave always
said, Iwill support theRepublican
nominee for president."
"Tothemembersofthepress

whoareasking,whileIamflattered
tobementionedandproudofwhat
thatsaysaboutthegreatthings
goingoninSouthCarolina,my
plateisfullandIamnotinterested
inservingasvicepresident."
Meanwhile, S.C. Republican

Partyleaders calledWednesday
for their partytounify behind
Trump after hislast twomajor
opponents quit the race.U.S. Sen.
Ted Cruzof Texasleft the raceon

Tuesday, followinghis landslide
loss inthe IndianaGOP primary,
andOhio Gov. John Kasichdrop­
pedout Wednesday.
"We have torespect the factthat

Donald Trump haswondozens of
states,"said S.C.GOP chairman
Matt Moore."Republican voters
clearlywant an outsiderwho will
shakethings up."
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HALEY
MooresaidTrump,who

wonSouthCarolina'sGOP
primaryinFebruary,will
haveaccesstothestatepar­
ty'sdataandfieldoperations
immediately."Ourjob,atthe
endoftheday,istohelp
candidateswinelections."
Inacampaignpreviously

abuzz with the possibilityof
Trump facingacontested
convention, Cruz's exit
Tuesday came asasurprise
tosomeS.C. Republicans,
saidGlenn McCall, a Repub­
lican NationalCommittee
memberfrom Rock Hill.

"Ithought Sen.Cruz was
going togo thedistance,"
saidMcCall, who,as aparty
official, hadremained neu­
tralinthe race."But we
have a presumptivenominee
now, andwe're all goingto
unify."
Speculation about Haley's

prospects asapotential
vice­presidential candidate
intensifiedlast year after
sheled an effort toremove
the Confederate flagfrom
the StateHousegrounds.
Calls forthe flag's removal
cameinresponse toaracial­

lymotivated massslayingat
aCharleston church.
The daughterof Indian

immigrants andSouth Car­
olina'sfirst femaleand mi­
nority governor,Haley's
national profilehasgrown
over hertwoterms. Howev­
er,Haley wouldhave been
an unlikely choicefor
Trump, havingused her
higher profiletocriticize the
bombastic New Yorker.
Delivering the GOP re­

sponse toPresident Barack
Obama's final Stateof the
Union address this year,

Haley warned the nation to
ignore the "sirencall ofthe
angriest voices" ­aslap at
Trump ­andcriticized his
immigration proposals.
Later,HaleyendorsedU.S.

Sen.MarcoRubioofFlorida
intheS.C.GOPprimary.
WhenRubiodroppedoutof
therace,Haleysaidshe
wouldsupportCruz.

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Citizenscould loseright
to filepollution lawsuits
Billwouldprecludecitizens
from suing overpollution
under state law
............................................................

Greens say lawmakers
undercutting citizenrights
............................................................

Boosterssayotherlaws
protectpublicfrom
pollution
BY SAMMYFRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com
Politicians inSouthCarolina

have revived a planthat curtails
the public's right tosue for
enforcement of statepollution
laws ­andthe billis withina
House vote ofpassing the Leg­
islature.
The HouseJudiciary Com­

mittee voted13­10this week
for legislation blockingcitizens
fromsuing under statelaw to
stop corporations, utilities and

others from contaminating the
environment.The bill, ap­
proved bythe Senatemore than
ayear ago,appeared tobedead
inthe Houseuntil it was puton
the Judiciary Committeeagen­
da for avote this week.
Republican HouseSpeaker

JayLucas, whohassupported
efforts tolimit statecitizen
suits, attended Tuesday'smeet­
ingand spokewith individual

committee members beforethe
vote.Committee Chairman
GregDelleney, a ChesterRe­
publican who votedfor the bill,
declined toanswerquestions
about the legislation when
questioned Wednesday byThe
Statenewspaper.
Majorcorporations andsome
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POLLUTION
stateutilities concerned
about legal liability have
backed a banoncitizen
lawsuits, arguing that such
courtactionisn't needed
inSouth Carolinaandonly
hampersprogress inthe
state.
The Legislature at­

tempted toimpose aban
oncitizen lawsuitsabout

four years go,but the bill
that passed provedin­
effective at doing so.
Ofconcern toutilities

are citizenlawsuitsover
coalash, the toxic bypro­
ductof making power.
Coal waste pondshave
pollutedgroundwater
across SouthCarolina,
fromeastern Richland

Countytothe Pee Dee
andthe Grand Strand.
Utilities saythey are
cleaning upthe messby
digging out ashwaste
ponds, but groundwater
contamination remains in
somespots.
Democratic Reps. James

Smithand Beth Bernstein,
both ofColumbia, saidthe

committee made amis­
take inpassing thebill.
Smithsaid theLegisla­

tureis stripping people's
ability tostop illegalpollu­
tion discharges. Inaciti­
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zenssuit, a courtcanre­
quire enforcement ofthe
law. Suchsuitsare consid­
ered at both thestate and
federal levels whengov­
ernment departments
don't enforcepollution
laws. They aren't com­
mon,but are creditedwith
helpingrequire cleanups
of contamination inSouth
Carolina.
"You're either forlet­

ting yourcitizensstop
illegal pollutionor you are
not,'' Smith said,calling
the committee'saction
"pathetic.''
The billcould bedis­

cussed bythe House as
soon astoday, but is ex­

pectedtobe debatedin
about twoweeks. Ifthe
House approvesthe bill, it
would go toGov. Nikki
Haley for consideration.
The Senatevoted for the
billin2015,but it had
received littleattention in
the House.The version
approved bythe Senate
contained an array of
exemptions that allowed
many suitstoproceed.
The Housecommittee
stripped manyof those
exemptions out.
"This isabadbill,''

Bernstein said."Hopeful­
ly,we candelay this from
passing until thesession

ends'' inearlyJune.
The S.C. Manufacturers

Alliance hassupported
similarversions of thebill
inthe past.Amongthose
backingthe legislation this
year isSantee Cooper,the
state­ownedutility that
like other powercompa­
nies hashad problems
with coalashcontam­
ination.
Whenasked by The

Statenewspaper, Duke
Energy andSCE&G did
not directlyaddress
whether theysupport a
ban oncitizensuits. But
the companiessigned a
letter circulated atthe
judiciary committee meet­

ing.The letter explained
the companies' commit­
ment tocleaning up coal
ash.
StateRep. Stephen

Goldfinch, R­Georgetown,
saidpowercompanies can
get "stuckin anunten­
able'' position overcoal
ash.
"Ourpower companies

needremedy and asolu­
tion here,'' hesaidat
Tuesday's meeting.
Rep. Dennis Moss,R­

Cherokee, saidDelleney
assured him thepublic has
a"right toprotest'' with­
out citizenlawsuits.
"We'rejust trying to
streamline the process."
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THEPRESIDENTIALRACE

How Trumpbroketherules
...andtriumphed anyway
Haley asTrump's
GOPrunningmate?
'Notinterested'
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley
ruled outbeing Donald
Trump'srunning mate
Wednesday asthe New
Yorkbillionaire's path
tothe GOP presidential
nominationcleared.
Inastatement, Haley

said: "Ihave great re­
spect for thewill of the
people, andas I have
always said,Iwill sup­
port theRepublican
nomineefor president."
"To the membersof

the presswho areask­
ing, whileIam flattered
tobementioned and
proudof whatthat says
about the great things

going oninSouthCar­
olina, myplateis full
andIam not interested
inserving asvice presi­
dent."
Meanwhile, S.C. Re­

publican Partyleaders
called Wednesdayfor
their partyto unify
behind Trump after his
last twomajoroppo­
nents quit the race. U.S.
Sen. Ted Cruzof Texas
left therace onTues­
day, followinghis land­
slideloss inthe Indiana
GOP primary,and Ohio
Gov. John Kasich drop­
pedout Wednesday.
"We have torespect

the factthat Donald
Trump haswondozens
of states,"saidS.C.
GOP chairman Matt
Moore."Republican
votersclearly wantan
outsiderwho will shake
things up."
Mooresaid Trump,

who wonSouthCar­
olina's GOP primary in
February, willhave
access tothe statepar­
ty's dataandfield oper­
ations immediately.
"Ourjob, at the endof
the day,is tohelp can­
didates winelections."

SEEHALEY, 7A

''MYPLATEISFULL,
ANDIAMNOT
INTERESTEDIN
SERVINGASVICE
PRESIDENT.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley
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HALEY
Inacampaignprevious­

ly abuzz with thepossibil­
ity of Trumpfacing acon­
tested convention, Cruz's
exitTuesday came asa
surprise tosomeS.C. Re­
publicans, saidGlenn
McCall, a Republican
National Committee
memberfrom Rock Hill.
"Ithought Sen. Cruz

was goingtogo the dis­
tance," saidMcCall, who,
as aparty official,had
remained neutral inthe

race. "But we have apre­
sumptivenominee now,
andwe're allgoing to
unify."
Speculation about Ha­

ley'sprospects as apoten­
tial vice­presidential can­
didate intensifiedlast year
after sheled an effort to
removethe Confederate
flag fromthe StateHouse
grounds. Callsfor the
flag's removalcame in
response toaraciallymo­
tivated massslayingat a
Charleston church.

The daughter ofIndian
immigrants andSouth
Carolina's firstfemale and
minority governor,Ha­
ley'snational profilehas
grown over hertwoterms.
However, Haley would
have been an unlikely
choice forTrump, having
usedher higherprofile to
criticize thebombastic
New Yorker.
Delivering theGOP

response toPresident
Barack Obama's final
Stateof the Unionaddress

this year,Haley warned

the nation toignore the
"siren call of theangriest
voices" ­aslap at Trump
­and criticized hisim­
migration proposals.
Later, Haley endorsed

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubioof
Florida intheS.C. GOP
primary. WhenRubio
dropped outof therace,
Haley saidshewould
support Cruz.

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 05/05/2016

How Trump broke the rules ...and triumphed anyway
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
52.54 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-05-05_1001.pdf

County: Richland



NikkiHaley
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S.C. HOUSE APPROVES $40MILLION
INAIDTOFLOOD­STRICKEN FARMERS
A billtogive $40 million toSouth Carolinafarm­

ers wholost muchof their crops inlast year'sfloods
is onits way toashowdown with the governor.
The Housevoted 85­2 Wednesdayto agreetothe

versionof the billthe Senatepassed 33­3. The pro­
posalallows farmersindisaster­declared counties
torequest grants of upto$100,000 tocoverupto
20 percentof their 2015 crop losses. When2feetof
rainfell inOctober,South Carolinafarmers lost
$330 million of crops nearharvest time.Gov. Nikki
Haley hassaidwhile shefeels badlyfor farmers,
shefeels badly forsmall businessestoo, andfarm­
ers shouldn't betreated differently.
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