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As Obama checked
offgoals,Democrats
really lostground
BY LISALERER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In boastingabouthis
tenure inthe White
House, President Barack
Obama oftencites num­
bers likethese: 15 million
new jobs, a 4.9percent
unemployment rateand
74 months of consecutive
job growth.
There's onenumber you

will almost neverhear:
More than1,030 seats.
That's the number of

spots instate legislatures,
governor's mansionsand
Congress lost byDemo­
crats duringObama's
presidency.
It's a statisticthat re­

veals an unexpectedtwist
of the Obamayears: The
leadership ofthe one­time
community organizer and
champion of ground­up
politics wasrough onthe
grassroots ofhis ownpar­
ty. WhenObamaexitsthe
White House, he'll leave
behind aDemocraticPar­
ty that languishedinhis
shadow foryears and is
searching for itself.
"What's happened on

the ground isthat voters
have beenpunishing
Democrats for eight solid
years –it's been exhaust­
ing,"saidSouthCarolina
state Sen.Vincent She­
heen, wholost twogu­
bernatorial campaigns to

NikkiHaley, President­
electDonaldTrump'spick
forambassador tothe
U.N."IfIwas talking
aboutalocalor stateis­
sue,voterswould always
lapseback into anational
topic:BarackObama."
WhenObamawonthe

presidency,hiselection
washeraldedas amoment
ofDemocraticdominance
–thecrashing of aconser­
vative wave that had
swept the countrysince
the dawn ofthe Reagan
era.
Democrats believed that

the coalition ofyoung,
minority and femalevot­
ers who sweptObama into
the WhiteHouse would
usher insomething new:
anascendant Democratic
majoritythat would en­
surepartygainsfor de­
cadestocome.
Thecoalition, it turns

out,was Obama's alone.
Afterthis year'selec­

tions,Democrats holdthe
governor'soffice andboth
legislativechambersin
justfivecoastal states:
Oregon,California, Con­
necticut,Rhode Island
andDelaware. Repub­
licanshavethe trifecta in
25,giving themcontrol of
abroad swath ofthe mid­
dle ofthe country.
Thedefeats haveallbut

wipedoutagenerationof

youngDemocrats, leaving
theparty with limited
powerinstatehouses and
athinbench tochallenge
anascendant GOP major­
ityeagertoundomany of
thepresident'spolicies. To
besure,the president's
partyalmost alwaysloses
seatsin midtermelec­
tions.But, say experts,
Obama'stenure has
markedthe greatestnum­
beroflosses under any
presidentindecades.
"Obamajust figuredhis

importantactionsonpol­
icieslikeimmigrationand
healthcarewould solidify
support,but that hasn't
reallymaterialized,"said
DanielGalvin, apolitical
scienceprofessorat
NorthwesternUniversity
andthe authorof abook
onpresidentialparty
building."He's done basi­
callytheminimal amount
ofparty building,andit's
beeninsufficient tohelp
theparty."
It'sapoliticalreality

that Obamahasonly been
willingtoacknowledge
publiclyafter his party's
devastatingNovember
losses. He'sadmitted he
failedtocreate "a sustain­
ingorganization"around
thepoliticalforce that
twiceelected him toof­
fice.
"That'ssomethingI

wouldhaveliked tohave

donemore of,but it'skind
ofhard todowhen you're
alsodealing with awhole
bunchof issueshereinthe
WhiteHouse,"he saidat
hisyear­end pressconfer­
ence.
Itisperhaps notsurpris­

ingthat Obama–apolit­
icianwho promiseda
post­partyera –turnedout
nottobeapartystalwart.
Obamaandhis aides

cameinto office neither
beholdentohisparty's
establishment,norpartic­
ularlyinterestedinrein­
forcing hisparty'sweak
spots.
Heelectrified the 2004

DemocraticNationalCon­
ventionwithaspeech
seekingcommoncause
overparty differences.
Fouryears later,he de­
featedHillaryClinton, the
pickof theparty insiders,
towintheDemocratic
presidentialnomination.
Inthe WhiteHouse,

Obama'sfailure todo the
typical Washington
schmoozingwas acon­
stantsource of complaint
amongcongressional
Democrats,aswas his
reluctanceto endorse
down­ballot candidates
andinabilitytoparlay
Organizing forAction, his
grassrootsorganization,
intoasignificantforce.
Statepartieslanguished
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andthe DemocraticNa­
tionalCommittee strug­
gledwith dysfunctionand
debt.
Toward theend ofhis

presidency,Obamabegan
doingmore, stepping into
assistmorethan150 state
legislativecandidates in
Octoberandcampaigning
acrossthe country for
Clinton.
He'sindicated hein­

tends tomake partisan
politicsabigger pieceof
hispost­presidential life.
Aidessay Obamawill be

closelyinvolved inan
effort tofocuson drawing
districtlines moreinthe
favorof Democrats.
The president'sadvisers

blamethe losses onsuch
structural trends.They
pointtoaflood ofRepub­
licansuper PACdollars
andaresurgence ofRe­
publicanpoliticalpowerin
statehouses.That state­
leveldominancehas given
Republicansthe ability to
redrawdistrict linesand
created votingrules that
couldbenefit their party
foryears tocome.

The refusalby many
Democratstoaccept help
fromObamainthe 2010
and2014 midterms was
alsoastrategicmistake,
theyargue.
"Frankly,when people

haveasked,the president
hasbeen morethanwill­
ingtoengage,"saidDavid
Simas,Obama's political
director.
SomeDemocrats blame

Obamafor an executive
agendathat highlighted
socialissues–such as
transgenderrights and
accesstobirth control –

overthe economicanxiety
stillfelt bymanyvoters.
"Thebacklash tothe

Obamapresidency was
perhapsbigger thananyof
us reallyrealized,"said
Simon Rosenberg,presi­
dentof the NewDemo­
craticNetwork, aDemo­
craticthinktank."A lotof
thestory ofthis election
waspeople feeling likethe
culturewas evolvingina
waythat made it feellike
theywere nolonger living
inthecountry they grew
upin."

''(OBAMA'S)DONE
BASICALLYTHE
MINIMALAMOUNT
OFPARTY
BUILDING,AND
IT'SBEEN
INSUFFICIENTTO
HELPTHEPARTY.
Daniel Galvin, a political
science professorat
Northwestern University
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When President BarackObama exitsthe WhiteHouse, he'll leave behind a Democratic
Partythat languished in hisshadowforyearsand is searchingfor itself.
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BEAUFORTCOUNTY

Ready to take yourgolfcart
out at night?Tapthe brakes
BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com
Ithas beensix months

since statelawmakers
passedameasureallowing
counties topermitnight­
timegolf cart usage,but
law­abidingBeaufort
Countycart driversmust
stillpark their rideswhen
the sungoes down.
While municipal leaders

inBluffton,Beaufort and
Port Royalhavevoiced
support forlegalizing the
use of cartsat night, safety
andtraffic concernswere
recentlyraisedby Beau­
fortCountySheriff P.J.
Tanner, sendingcounty
staff scramblingtodraft
an ordinance toaddress

those issues.
The statebill,

co­sponsoredby Rep.Bill
Herbkersman of Bluffton
andsigned into lawin
JunebyGov.Nikki Haley,
allows golf cartdrivers to
use localroads withspeed
limits of35mph or slower
andrequires that carts are
equipped with frontand
rear lightstodoso.
Besidesthose stipula­

tions,the law isrelatively
vague andleaves openthe
possibility for dangerous
driving,critics say.
Manyroads that night­

time usage wouldbeal­
lowedon werenot de­

signed for golfcarts, Tan­
nersaidarecentwork­
shopheld bythe Beaufort
CountyCouncil's Public
Facilities Committee.
"Agolf cart is... aslow­

moving hazard,"and carts
onroadways wouldcreate
trafficcongestion, Tanner
said.
"Just becauseaspeed

limit is35mph or less,
doesn't meanthat people
(in cars)are driving that
speed limit,"hesaid. That
would couldcreateadan­
gerous situationwhere car
and truck driversmayget
"aggravatedand irritated"
and swervetopassslower­

moving carts.
Statelaw also doesn't

specify acut­off timefor
cart usage,so theoretical­
ly,carts couldbeoperated
aroundthe clock,he said.
"The chanceof some­

onedriving under the
influenceinthe wee hours
of themorning is alot
greater, especially around
the timewhen bars start
closingand peoplestart
going home,"Tannersaid.
He suggestedthat, ifthe

county wereto passan
ordinance allowingnight­
time usage,it should limit
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GOLFCARTS
driving tothe hoursprior
tomidnight.
CountyCouncil mem­

bersappear amenable to
suchrestrictions.
CouncilmanTabor Vaux

said, "Iseethis going
forward, so thequestion in
mymindis aboutwhat we
cando tomake it safer."
"I'dbe infavorof cut­

ting (cartusage) offat
midnight,"he said.
Tanneralso saidthe

county shouldconsider
requiring moresafety
accessories.
Golfcarts travelingat

nighton thesameroads as
cars"need tofunction
identically toan automo­
bile,"he said.
"Seatbelts, lighting,

turn signals­all those
things shouldapply"to
golf carts,Tannersaid.
"That'swhat we require
onyour personalvehicles
that travel onthese same
roads."
Anyordinance passed

bythe county must also
haveteeth, headded.
"There needstobea

penalty for violations,"
Tannersaid.
Speaking onbehalf of

municipal leaderswho
havebeen supportiveof
nighttimecart driving,
Bluffton deputytown
manager ScottMarshall
saidpeople arealready
driving carts atnight, and

it would "benaive"to
thinkotherwise.
"An ordinance passed

bythe county wouldpro­
vide agreat opportunityto
introducesome safety
measures that wedon't
havenow,"he said."...
Thisis an opportunityto
dosomethinggood."
CountyattorneyTom

Keaveny saidhisstaff will
work inthe comingweeks
todraft anordinance that
allows nighttimecart
driving but also include
time restrictions,en­
hanced safety features
andpenalties for vio­
lations. Thatordinance
will thenbeintroduced to
the PublicFacilities Com­
mittee beforeconsid­
eration fromthe full coun­
cil.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas
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''THERENEEDSTOBEAPENALTYFOR
VIOLATIONS.
Beaufort CountySheriff
P.J. Tanner
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As Obama checked
offgoals,Democrats
really lostground
BY LISALERER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In boastingabouthis
tenure inthe White
House, President Barack
Obama oftencites num­
bers likethese: 15 million
new jobs, a 4.9percent
unemployment rateand
74 months of consecutive
job growth.
There's onenumber you

will almost neverhear:
More than1,030 seats.
That's the number of

spots instate legislatures,
governor's mansionsand
Congress lost byDemo­
crats duringObama's
presidency.
It's a statisticthat re­

veals an unexpectedtwist
of the Obamayears: The
leadership ofthe one­time
community organizer and
champion of ground­up
politics wasrough onthe
grassroots ofhis ownpar­
ty. WhenObamaexitsthe
White House, he'll leave
behind aDemocraticPar­
ty that languishedinhis
shadow foryears and is
searching for itself.
"What's happened on

the ground isthat voters
have beenpunishing
Democrats for eight solid
years –it's been exhaust­
ing,"saidSouthCarolina
state Sen.Vincent She­
heen, wholost twogu­
bernatorial campaigns to
NikkiHaley, President­
electDonaldTrump'spick

forambassador tothe
U.N."IfIwas talking
aboutalocalor stateis­
sue,voterswould always
lapseback into anational
topic:BarackObama."
WhenObamawonthe

presidency,hiselection
washeraldedas amoment
ofDemocraticdominance
–thecrashing of aconser­
vative wave that had
swept the countrysince
the dawn ofthe Reagan
era.
Democrats believed that

the coalition ofyoung,
minority and femalevot­
ers who sweptObama into
the WhiteHouse would
usher insomething new:
anascendant Democratic
majoritythat would en­
surepartygainsfor de­
cadestocome.
Thecoalition, it turns

out,was Obama's alone.
Afterthis year'selec­

tions,Democrats holdthe
governor'soffice andboth
legislativechambersin
justfivecoastal states:
Oregon,California, Con­
necticut,Rhode Island
andDelaware. Repub­
licanshavethe trifecta in
25,giving themcontrol of
abroad swath ofthe mid­
dle ofthe country.
Thedefeats haveallbut

wipedoutagenerationof
youngDemocrats, leaving
theparty with limited
powerinstatehouses and

athinbench tochallenge
anascendant GOP major­
ityeagertoundomany of
thepresident'spolicies. To
besure,the president's
partyalmost alwaysloses
seatsin midtermelec­
tions.But, say experts,
Obama'stenure has
markedthe greatestnum­
beroflosses under any
presidentindecades.
"Obamajust figuredhis

importantactionsonpol­
icieslikeimmigrationand
healthcarewould solidify
support,but that hasn't
reallymaterialized,"said
DanielGalvin, apolitical
scienceprofessorat
NorthwesternUniversity
andthe authorof abook
onpresidentialparty
building."He's done basi­
callytheminimal amount
ofparty building,andit's
beeninsufficient tohelp
theparty."
It'sapoliticalreality

that Obamahasonly been
willingtoacknowledge
publiclyafter his party's
devastatingNovember
losses. He'sadmitted he
failedtocreate "a sustain­
ingorganization"around
thepoliticalforce that
twiceelected him toof­
fice.
"That'ssomethingI

wouldhaveliked tohave
donemore of,but it'skind
ofhard todowhen you're

alsodealing with awhole
bunchof issueshereinthe
WhiteHouse,"he saidat
hisyear­end pressconfer­
ence.
Itisperhaps notsurpris­

ingthat Obama–apolit­
icianwho promiseda
post­partyera –turnedout
nottobeapartystalwart.
Obamaandhis aides

cameinto office neither
beholdentohisparty's
establishment,norpartic­
ularlyinterestedinrein­
forcing hisparty'sweak
spots.
Heelectrified the 2004

DemocraticNationalCon­
ventionwithaspeech
seekingcommoncause
overparty differences.
Fouryears later,he de­
featedHillaryClinton, the
pickof theparty insiders,
towintheDemocratic
presidentialnomination.
Inthe WhiteHouse,

Obama'sfailure todo the
typical Washington
schmoozingwas acon­
stantsource of complaint
amongcongressional
Democrats,aswas his
reluctanceto endorse
down­ballot candidates
andinabilitytoparlay
Organizing forAction, his
grassrootsorganization,
intoasignificantforce.
Statepartieslanguished

andthe DemocraticNa­
tionalCommittee strug­
gledwith dysfunctionand
debt.
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Toward theend ofhis
presidency,Obamabegan
doingmore, stepping into
assistmorethan150 state
legislativecandidates in
Octoberandcampaigning
acrossthe country for
Clinton.
He'sindicated hein­

tends tomake partisan
politicsabigger pieceof
hispost­presidential life.
Aidessay Obamawill be
closelyinvolved inan
effort tofocuson drawing
districtlines moreinthe
favorof Democrats.
The president'sadvisers

blamethe losses onsuch
structural trends.They
pointtoaflood ofRepub­

licansuper PACdollars
andaresurgence ofRe­
publicanpoliticalpowerin
statehouses.That state­
leveldominancehas given
Republicansthe ability to
redrawdistrict linesand
created votingrules that
couldbenefit their party
foryears tocome.
The refusalby many

Democratstoaccept help
fromObamainthe 2010
and2014 midterms was
alsoastrategicmistake,
theyargue.
"Frankly,when people

haveasked,the president
hasbeen morethanwill­
ingtoengage,"saidDavid
Simas,Obama's political
director.

SomeDemocrats blame
Obamafor an executive
agendathat highlighted
socialissues–such as
transgenderrights and
accesstobirth control –
overthe economicanxiety
stillfelt bymanyvoters.
"Thebacklash tothe

Obamapresidency was
perhapsbigger thananyof
us reallyrealized,"said
Simon Rosenberg,presi­
dentof the NewDemo­
craticNetwork, aDemo­
craticthinktank."A lotof
thestory ofthis election
waspeople feeling likethe
culturewas evolvingina
waythat made it feellike
theywere nolonger living

inthecountry they grew
upin."

''(OBAMA'S)DONE
BASICALLYTHE
MINIMALAMOUNT
OFPARTY
BUILDING,AND
IT'SBEEN
INSUFFICIENTTO
HELPTHEPARTY.
Daniel Galvin, a political
science professorat
Northwestern University

CHARLES DHARAPAK AP

When President BarackObama exitsthe WhiteHouse, he'll leave behind a Democratic
Partythat languished in hisshadowforyearsand is searchingfor itself.

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 7Publication Date: 12/26/2016

As Obama checked offgoals,Democrats really lostground
BY LISALERER Associated Press
84.94 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 2

65006-12-26_7001.pdf

County: Beaufort



BEAUFORTCOUNTY

Ready to take yourgolfcart
out at night?Tapthe brakes
BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com
Ithas beensix months

since statelawmakers
passedameasureallowing
counties topermitnight­
timegolf cart usage,but
law­abidingBeaufort
Countycart driversmust
stillpark their rideswhen
the sungoes down.
While municipal leaders

inBluffton,Beaufort and
Port Royalhavevoiced
support forlegalizing the
use of cartsat night, safety
andtraffic concernswere
recentlyraisedby Beau­
fortCountySheriff P.J.
Tanner, sendingcounty
staff scramblingtodraft
an ordinance toaddress

those issues.
The statebill,

co­sponsoredby Rep.Bill
Herbkersman of Bluffton
andsigned into lawin
JunebyGov.Nikki Haley,
allows golf cartdrivers to
use localroads withspeed
limits of35mph or slower
andrequires that carts are
equipped with frontand
rear lightstodoso.
Besidesthose stipula­

tions,the law isrelatively
vague andleaves openthe
possibility for dangerous
driving,critics say.
Manyroads that night­

time usage wouldbeal­
lowedon werenot de­

signed for golfcarts, Tan­
nersaidarecentwork­
shopheld bythe Beaufort
CountyCouncil's Public
Facilities Committee.
"Agolf cart is... aslow­

moving hazard,"and carts
onroadways wouldcreate
trafficcongestion, Tanner
said.
"Just becauseaspeed

limit is35mph or less,
doesn't meanthat people
(in cars)are driving that
speed limit,"hesaid. That
would couldcreateadan­
gerous situationwhere car
and truck driversmayget
"aggravatedand irritated"
and swervetopassslower­

moving carts.
Statelaw also doesn't

specify acut­off timefor
cart usage,so theoretical­
ly,carts couldbeoperated
aroundthe clock,he said.
"The chanceof some­

onedriving under the
influenceinthe wee hours
of themorning is alot
greater, especially around
the timewhen bars start
closingand peoplestart
going home,"Tannersaid.
He suggestedthat, ifthe

county wereto passan
ordinance allowingnight­
time usage,it should limit
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GOLFCARTS
driving tothe hoursprior
tomidnight.
CountyCouncil mem­

bersappear amenable to
suchrestrictions.
CouncilmanTabor Vaux

said, "Iseethis going
forward, so thequestion in
mymindis aboutwhat we
cando tomake it safer."
"I'dbe infavorof cut­

ting (cartusage) offat
midnight,"he said.
Tanneralso saidthe

county shouldconsider
requiring moresafety
accessories.
Golfcarts travelingat

nighton thesameroads as
cars"need tofunction
identically toan automo­

bile,"he said.
"Seatbelts, lighting,

turn signals­all those
things shouldapply"to
golf carts,Tannersaid.
"That'swhat we require
onyour personalvehicles
that travel onthese same
roads."
Anyordinance passed

bythe county must also
haveteeth, headded.
"There needstobea

penalty for violations,"
Tannersaid.
Speaking onbehalf of

municipal leaderswho
havebeen supportiveof
nighttimecart driving,
Bluffton deputytown
manager ScottMarshall

saidpeople arealready
driving carts atnight, and

it would "benaive"to
thinkotherwise.
"An ordinance passed

bythe county wouldpro­
vide agreat opportunityto
introducesome safety
measures that wedon't
havenow,"he said."...
Thisis an opportunityto
dosomethinggood."
CountyattorneyTom

Keaveny saidhisstaff will
work inthe comingweeks
todraft anordinance that
allows nighttimecart
driving but also include
time restrictions,en­
hanced safety features

andpenalties for vio­
lations. Thatordinance
will thenbeintroduced to
the PublicFacilities Com­
mittee beforeconsid­
eration fromthe full coun­
cil.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas

''THERENEEDSTOBEAPENALTYFOR
VIOLATIONS.
Beaufort CountySheriff
P.J. Tanner
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STATE GOVERNMENT

CommonCause urges Haley
to step asideasgovernor
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT

bmarchant@thestate.com

Governmentwatchdog
group Common Causeof
SouthCarolina is asking
Gov.Nikki Haley tostep
aside as governor,saying
her pendingnominationto
becomeU.N. ambassador
impedes her abilitytodo
the job.
Inalettertothe gover­

norreleased Thursday,
Common Causedirector
John Cranglenotes,"The
process of vetting,security
clearance, confirmation,
briefing andtraining for
the positionof U.N.am­

bassadorwill require con­
siderable timeand effort
onyour partat atime
when the new General
Assemblywill beconven­
inginJanuary 2017and
consideringvital issues."
Inlight of the timingof

Haley'snomination, Cran­
gle asksher if"it wouldbe
inthe bestinterests ofthe
people ofboth SouthCar­
olinaand theUnited
Statesif youwould takea
leaveof absencefrom
yourposition asgover­
nor."
"Gov. Haley hasfound

noproblems indoing her
duties asgovernor while
preparingfor her Senate

confirmation process,"
Haley's spokeswoman,
Chaney Adams,said
Thursday.
Haley is expectedto

stepdown once herposi­
tion asU.N. ambassador is
approved, allowingLt.
Gov.Henry McMasterto
take over asthe state's
chief executive.
It's unclear whowould

thentake over asthe
state's lieutenant
governor. SenatePresi­
dent ProTemporeHugh
Leatherman, R­Florence,
hassaidhe willnot rise to
fill thepost. He could
resign andanothersenator
couldbeelected as the

Senateleader andthen
rise tolieutenant gover­
nor. However,some argue
that, becauseofchanges
tothe S.C. Constitution,
McMastercould appoint
his replacement.

Marchant: 803­771­8405,
@bristowathome,
@buzzatthestate

CLIFF OWEN AP

Haley
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TRANSPORTATIONSECURITYADMINISTRATION

AS.C. license won't be
enough to flyin2018
BY LUCASHIGH
lhigh@islandpacket.com
ASouthCarolinadriv­

er'slicensewillserveyou
wellifyou'remotoring
acrossthecountry.
By2018,notsomuchif

youfly.
Travelerswingingtheir

wayacrossthecountrythis
holidayseasonmaynotice
somenewairportsigns
aboutthetypeofidentifi­
cationnecessaryfor
boarding.
IfyouhaveaSouth

Carolinadriver'slicense,
payattention.
Thesigns,whichthe

TransportationSecurity
Administrationbegan
installingearlierthis
month,informfliersthat,
startinginJanuary2018,
theymayneedasecond
formofidentificationin
additiontoastateissued
driver'slicenseinorderto

boardaplane.
"EffectiveJan.22,2018,

TSAwillonlyacceptstate­
issueddriver'slicensesor
identificationcardsifthey
areissuedbyaREALID
compliantstateoranon­
compliantstatewithan
extension,"accordingtoa
recentTSAnewsrelease.
SouthCarolinaisamong

ninestatesthatfallsquare­
lyinthe"non­compliant"
categorywhenitcomesto
theREALIDAct,accord­
ingtoinformationfrom
theU.S.Departmentof
HomelandSecurity,which
overseestheTSA.

WHAT ISTHEREALID
ACT?
DraftedbyCongressin

thewaketheSept.11ter­
roristattacks,theREALID
Actisintendedtoensure

driver'slicensesaremore
uniformfromstatetostate
andmoredifficulttoforge.
Theact,whichwas

signedintolawin2005by
PresidentGeorgeW.Bush
withtherecommendation
ofthefederal9/11Com­
mission,providedstates
withmorethanadecade
to"establishedminimum
securitystandardsfor
state­issueddriver'sli­
censesandidentification
cards,"accordingtothe
DepartmentofHomeland
Security.
WHYISN'TMYSOUTH
CAROLINAID
COMPLIANTWITHTHE
ACT?
Rep.MarkSanford,who

wasSouthCarolina'sgov­
ernorwhentheactwas
passed,isavocaloppo­

nentofREALID,arguing
itisakintotheimple­
mentationofanational
identificationprogramand
violatesstateandindivi­
dualprivacyrights.
Theact"clearlyviolates

theFounders'intentin
offeringthe10thAmend­
ment,whichstatesthatall
powersnotgiventothe
federalgovernmentare
giventothepeopleorthe
states,"Sanfordsaidina
statementlastmonth.
Sanfordalsobalkedat

thecostofimplementing
theact,sayinginthestate­
mentthatlawconstitutes
"a$17billionunfunded
federalmandateonstates
and,ifnotdeferredor
stopped,willamountto
yetanotherfederalusur­

SEEIDENTIFICATION,4A

FROMPAGE3A

IDENTIFICATION
pation of stateauthority."
In2007,South Carolina

lawmakers passed abill
forbiddingthe statefrom
complying with the act.
Gov. Nikki Haley,who at
the timewas inthestate
Houseof Representatives,
voted infavorof thebill.

WHATDOES THIS
MEAN FORME?
The biggest impactof

the billwill befelt starting

Jan. 22,2018, when South
Carolina driver'slicense
or identificationcard­
holderswill needan addi­
tional formof IDtopass
throughTSA security
checkpoints at airports.
The most common

formsof alternative iden­
tificationare passports
andmilitary IDs.
For afull listof accep­

table formsof ID,visitthe
TSA's website at

www.tsa.gov/travel/
security­screening/
identification.

WHATDOES THIS
MEAN FORMYKIDS?
Essentially nothing."T­

SA doesnot require chil­
dren under 18(yearsold)
toprovide identification
when traveling witha
companionwithin the
United States,"according
tothe administration

website.
For more information

onREALID, includinga
listof frequentlyasked
questions about theact,
visitwww.dhs.gov/secure­
drivers­licenses.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas
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Thesesignsinstalledinformtravelersthat in2018
residentsof states notcompliant with theREAL IDAct
willneedIDother thanadriver'slicenseinorder tofly.
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ossibility ol more S.C. lawmakers
charged with corruption looms

BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Following
the 30­count indictment of a

former state House majority
leader, questions over who else
may face corruption charges
will loom over the 2017 legisla­
tive session.
The misconduct and ethics

charges announced Dec. 14
against 16­year veteran GOP
Rep. Jim Merrill — the first
since former Speaker Bobby
Harrell pleaded guilty and re­
signed more than two years ago
— ended all speculation that
lawmakers could breathe easy.
And prosecutor David Pascoe

made clear he's not done.

"This is still an ongoing inves­
tigation," he said in his Dec. 14
statement.

He repeated that to a judge on
Thursday, when Merrill was al­
lowed to remain free from jail
without paying a bond.
Merrill, majority leader from

2004 to 2008, is accused of il­
legally profiting from his posi ­
tion. The indictments allege his
public relations and political
consulting firm, Geechie Com­
munications, collected more
than $1 million between 2002
and 2016 from clients who hired
him because of his office. That
includes $276,600 the GOP cau­

cus paid his company for politi­
cal mailers and ads.

He's accused of being a lobby­
ist and sponsoring legislation
beneficial to two clients — one
of which became law.
Ten of the counts accuse him

of not reporting income from
clients who lobby state govern­
ment on 2008­2013 annual cam­

paign disclosure reports.
Merrill adamantly denies do­

ing anything illegal. His attor­
neys point to opinions issued
by the House Ethics Commit­
tee and Attorney General Alan
Wilson saying it's not illegal for
a legislative caucus to hire and
pay a majority leader's business.
"For over 20 years, his vocation

and livelihood have been in the
field of advertising, direct mail,
and public relations," their state­
ment said.

But those opinions are just that
—nonbinding interpretations of
the law. They don't have weight
in court.

And Pascoe said Thursday
Merrill overcharged the House
GOP caucus for work he essen­
tially sent himself. While Mer­
rill told investigators he added
a "modest markup," evidence
shows it was "more like 50, 75,
sometimes over 100 percent,"
Pascoe said.

Though Wilson handed the
Harrell case to Pascoe in 2014,

citing a conflict, it's been just five
months since the state Supreme
Court gave Pascoe permission to
continue. Wilson, a Republican,
tried to fire Pascoe, a Democrat,
in March, saying he lacked the
authority to open a state grand
jury to investigate beyond Har­
rell. The justices disagreed.
"How many other people will

be criminally charged before it's
all over with?" said John Crangle
of Common Cause, who's been
pushing for ethics reform for 30
years. "It's hard to predict."
But Crangle said he's heart­
ened to finally see state law
enforcement willing to take on
Statehouse corruption, rather
than leave that to federal prose­
cutors. A1990 FBI investigation
called Operation Lost Trust re­
sulted in 27 convictions or guilty
pleas of state legislators and lob­
byists on charges including brib­
ery, extortion and obstruction of
justice.
The Legislature passed ethics

laws in the operation's wake but
left plenty of loopholes that re­
main decades later.
Two so­called reform laws

passed earlier this year — after
four years of debate — made
few changes. None address lob­
bying or any other jobs South
Carolina's part­time legislators
can or can't do.
Some of the accusations

against Merrill are reminiscent
of allegations Gov. Nikki Haley
successfully sidestepped in 2012,
when the then­GOP­dominated
House Ethics Committee twice
cleared her, and the state Su­
preme Court ruled that legisla­
tors, not courts, should handle
citizen complaints against elect­
ed representatives.
A late GOP activist had ac­

cused Haley of lobbying for two
employers while a House mem­
ber and not reporting the in­
come on campaign disclosures.
But Haley repeatedly argued

no law required her to report
that money, since her em­
ployer had contracts with state
agencies, not the House itself.
The State Ethics Commission
agreed. Haley also argued her
work didn't meet the state's legal
definition of lobbying.
Another part of Haley's de­

fense was that other legislators
do it. Failing to dismiss the
complaint, the committee was
warned, would open a Pandora's
Box.

"Indeed, Gov. Haley's business
activities and conduct are com­

monplace in the Legislature and
were always consistent with the
law," said her lawyer, Swatti Pa­
tel. To find otherwise, she said,
would "impugn the integrity" of
many other legislators and cor­
porate partners.
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State news briefs

Haley dismisses request to make
Henry McMaster governor now

ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLUMBIA — A govern­

ment watchdog group is ask­
ing Gov. Nikki Haley to take a
leave of absence as President­

elect Donald Trump's pick for
U.N. ambassador prepares for
the U.S. Senate's confirmation

process.

Her office quickly dismissed
the request.
In a letter delivered Thurs­

day, John Crangle with Com­
mon Cause said the "process
of vetting, security clearance,
confirmation, briefing and
training" for the Cabinet post

will "require considerable time
and effort on your part" as the
Legislature launches its 2017
session.

Crangle wants Haley to make
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster act­
ing governor immediately.
Haley spokesman Chaney

Adams said she has "found no

problems in doing her duties as
governor" while preparing.
Haley said she will resign if

the U.S. Senate confirms her.
Under the state constitution,
McMaster would then become

governor.

AFFILE PHOTO/JOHN RAOUX

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley was chosen to serve as
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations by President­elect
Donald Trump.
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Company adding 100
jobs in Horry County
LORIS — A company that

makes air flow measuring de­
vices is expanding its opera­
tions in Horry County.
Gov. Nikki Haley's office said

in a news release Thursday that
Ebtron plans to add 100 jobs
over the next five years.
The Loris­based company is
expected to spend more than
$2.5 million in the expansion.
Ebtron's products are used for

monitoring and maintaining
air quality, humidity, climate
and other environmental con­

ditions. Its products are used
in health care, manufacturing,
educational, laboratory and of­
fice settings.
The expansion will next to its

current operation on U.S. 701
in Loris.
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