5590 Long Island Dr NW
Atlanta, GA 30327
September 23, 2015

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Governor Haley,

We are writing to request your assistance in getting Dr. Benjamin E. Mays awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. As you are aware, Dr. Mays, born in Greenwood County, is one of South Carolina’s
most distinguished sons. His portrait hangs in the S.C. Statehouse. Following Mary McCloud Bethune,
he was the second African-American to have this honor bestowed upon him by the State of 5.C.

By way of background, Dr. Mays was unanimously nominated by Sense of the House of
Representatives Resolution No. 17 on October 6™, 1983 (Enclosure 1). However, when President
Reagan's list of medal recipients was announced in early March 1984, Dr. Mays, to everyone's surprise,
was not on the list. He died on March 28", 1984 without knowledge of this honor.

On November 30, 2001, during the presidency of George W. Bush, Dr. Mays was unanimously
nominated by Sense of the Senate Resolution No. 23 (Enclosure 2). Again, probably because of partisan
politics, Dr. Mays was not awarded the medal.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays was a monumental figure of the 20" Century. Assuming the presidency of
Morehouse College in Atlanta at its lowest point in 1940 following the Great Depression, Dr. Mays
struggled and by sheer determination through the course of 27 years, built Morehouse into a world-
class institution by the time of his retirement in 1967. It was during this period that he became a
legendary figure as the mentor/advisor/eulogist for Martin Luther King, Jr; as a presidential advisor to
Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and Carter; and as a peerless, forceful orator traveling and speaking
against segregation and racial discrimination. He has been credited as the “Father of the Civil Rights
Movement.” In 1969, he won a seat on the Atlanta School Board and was then elected and served as its
president from 1970-1981, retiring just three years before his death on March 28, 1584.

Today, the Benjamin E. Mays Historical Preservation Site in Greenwood, dedicated in April 2011, with
the keynote address by Ambassador Andrew Young, serves as the catalyst for perpetuating Dr. Mays’
mighty legacy. Since Dr. Mays was a national and international figure, people visit the site from all parts
of the U.S. The site has been a boon for Greenwood County. In addition, Dr. Mays has been honored in
many other ways, such as having schools, roads/highways (to include a portion of US-178 in Greenwood
County), libraries and other entities named for him. But, as you are aware, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom is the highest civilian award that can be given to a U.S. citizen.

There is no one more deserving of the Presidential Medal of Freedom than one of South Carolina’s
most distinguished and notable citizens, Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays. His posthumous receipt of the medal
will result in tremendous elation and joy for members of his family, the City/County of Greenwood, and



the State of South Carolina. We urge you, as the recently demonstrated leader of the New South, to do

whatever is necessary to ensure that Dr. Mays’ legacy is honored in this way and, by doing so, the State

of South Carolina will demonstrate once again to the world that the State is about doing what is just and
honorable and remains committed to righting past wrongs.

Sincerely,
e Allaorpp
KM%MD 4/0/7/—3?5'-5’043)

Marshalyn Yeargin-Alldg
Great Niece — Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Atlanta, Georgia

Mrs. Bernice Mays Perkins
Niece
Cleveland, Ohio

eﬁg@gm
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t Nephew — Library of Congress
Washington, D.C.

Sy €. Pl

LoyE. Sartin, Curator
Benjamin E. Mays Historical Preservation Site
Greenwood, South Carolina
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Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the President sbould
sward Benjamin Elijak Mays the Presidential Medal of Freedom in bonor of
his distingnished oareer s au oducstor, eivil rights leador, and theologisn,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE

Janpazy 8, 1988 ’

Mr. DixoN {for himaelf, Mr. FowLnn, Mr. Sncon, Mr. Baxnazp, Mr. Cray, Mr.
Csooxsrr, Mr. Grvanicn, Mr. Geav, Mr. HaTousn, Mr, Mrroaxis, Mr.
Ranamy, Mr. Bavaas, and Mr. Sroxss) submitied the following resolution;
which was referved to the Commiitee on Post Office and Civil Serviee

Octomex 8, 1888

Additional sponsors: Mr, Luvanp, Mr. FavnTeOY, Mr. FOBD of Tennessee, Mr.
Derruws, Mr. Wamar, Mr. Dymacey, Mr. Towns, Mr. Wammvarox,
Mr. Lavrras, Mr. Convnas, Mr. Ray, Mr. THOMAs of Georgia, Mr. Row-
LaND, Mr. p» Lugo, Mr. S8uwra, Mr. Hoxron, Mr. Baxnms, Mr. Encax,
Mr. Ravcrromrn, Mr. Tarrom, Mr. MoHuon, Mr. Buxror of Californis,
Mr. Lawis of Caliornis, Mr. WiLaow, Mr. Feosr, Mr. Fozsyram, Mr.




uMAiYRR, Mr. Rozsars, Mr. Varewrmsx, Mr. Narouns, Mr. Bpwma, Mr.
Cuannrew, Mr. Hart of Ohio, Mr. Nuat, Mr, Edwaispa of Californis, Mr,
Kpmp, Mr. Srarreny, Mr. Tozmiopurs, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Onarrem, Mr.
Cranxs, Mr. Coyns, Mr. Dascuin, Mrs, Knwvarry, Mr. Massour, Mr,
Parrcuanp, Mr. Smsxy, Mr. YaTeon, Mr. Aoxerman, Mr. Aspin, Mr.

- Bapmwy, My, BoNxss, Mr, Bonroa of Michigan, Mr. Ooumdllimm.
Mr. D'Asours, Mr. Duncax, Mr. ¥1an, Mr, Gonzavrns, Mr. Jaooss, Mr,
Porran, Mr. Suanwoxn, Kr. Surra of Florida, Mr, Svanx, Mr, Sworr, Mr.,
Uparys, Mr. Warorss, ir. Wiy, Mr. Wism, Mr. Won Par, Mr, Coorrs,
Mr. Haxxn, Mr. Huoass, Mr. Maxxny, Mr. STunos, Mr. Bawrrwry, Mr,
Bozsxa, Mr. Caxz, Mr. Fascery, Mr. Laaca of Iows, Mr. Lirrvexy, Mr.
MavroULEs, Mr. MoNuury, Mr. Morrison of Connecticut, Mr. WaaAvER,
Mr. Vanpercurrr, Mr. Youna of Missouri, Mr. Avneaws of North Caroli-
na, Mr, Brrrr, Mr. Bosco, Mr. Foqua, Mr. Jonas of North Carciina, Mr.
Peane, Mr. Antiony, Mr. Caxraxir, Mr. Coxanca, Mr. Doroan, Mr,
Epwanoa of Alabams, Mr. FLirro, Mr. GraDiBON, Mr. Ouin, Mr, RO
Tangowaxy, Mr, Axaxa, Mr. Aunxanoss, Mr. Bavmmax, Mr. Bragar,
Mr, Bower of Termessee, Mr. Coniuo, Mr. DyaoN, Mr. Epwarba of Okls-
homa, Mr. Gaipexson, Mr. Hanasn of Uah, Mr. Jonns of Oklshoma, Mr.
Kuwonn, Mr. Laxros, Mr. MoCoxoy, Mr. Ormgax, Mr, Penxy, Mr
Rrrren, Ms, Sxows, Mr, EAzLy, and My, SkurTON

Ocroman 8, 1983
Oommittes on Post Office and Civil Service discharged; considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Housa of Representatives that the
President should award Benjamin Elijah Mays the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom in honor of hix distinguished career
a2 an educator, civil rights leader, and theologian.

Whereas Benjamin Elijah Mays, throughout his distinguished
carger of more than half & century as an educator, civil
rights leader, and theologian, has inspired peaple of all
races throughout the world by his persistent commitment to
excellence; )

Whereas Benjamin Mays persevered, despite the frustrations in-
herent i segregation, to begin an flustrious career in edu-
cation;

HRESE 17 ATH




Whereas, 33 head of the School of Religion of Howard Uni-
versity and later as President of Morehouse College in At-
lanta, Georgis, for twenty-seven years, Benjumin Mays
overcame seemingly insurmountsble obstacles to offer qual-
ity education to all Americans, especially black Americans;

Whereas, at the commencement of World War II, when most
colleges suffered from a lack of availsble students and the
demise of Morshouse College appeared imminent, Benjamin
Mays prevented the college from permanently eclosing its
doors by vigerously recruiting potential students and thereby
aiding in the development of future generations of black
leaders;

Whereas Benjamin Mays was instrumental in the slimination of
segregated public facilities in Atlants, Georgia, and pro-
moted the cause of nonviolence through peaceful student
protests during a time in this Nation that was often marred
by racial violence;

Whereas Benjamin Mays has been the recipient of numerous ac-
colades throughout his cereer, including fifty-three honorary
degrees from universities across the Nation and the naming
of a school and a street in his honor; and

Whereas the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian
honor in the Nation, was established in 1945 to appro-
priately recognize Americans who have made an especially
meritorious contribution to the security or nstional interests
of the United States, world peace, or cultural or other sig-
nificant publie or private endeavors: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Repre-

2 sentatives that the President should award Benjamin Elijah

3 MAyathePrasidonﬁalMaddofFrwdumﬁ:honordhisdh-

4 tinguished career ns an educator, civil rights leader, and
ARFS 11 ATH




4
1 theclogiz 1 and his many contributions to the improvement of
2 American society.
3 8g50. 2. The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall
4 transmit a copy of this resolution to Benjamin Elijsh Mays.
o]

HRES 17 ATH
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EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE IN AWARDING THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL
OF FREEDOM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Calendar No. 217, S. Res. 23.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (5. Res. 23) expressing the sense of the
Senate that the President should award the Presidential Medal
of Freedom posthumously to Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays in honor ‘
of his distinguished career as an educator, civil and human ?E
rights leader, and public theologian.

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded to consider the
resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent the resolution and
preamble be agreed to en bloc, the motion to reconsider be laid upon
ithe table, and any statements relating therete be printed in the e
Record. :
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 23) was agreed to. b
The preamble was agreed to.

The resoclution, with its preamble, reads as fellows:

-
"

5. Res, 23

Whereas Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, throughout his
distinguished career of more than half a century as an
educator, civil and human rights leader, and public
theclogian, has inspired people of all races throughout the
world by his persistent commitment to excellence;

Whereas Benjamin Mays persevered, despite the frustrations
inherent in segregation, to begin an illustrious career in
education;

Whereas as dean of the School of Religion of Howard
University and later as President of Morehouse College in
Atlanta, Georgia, for 27 years, Benjamin Mays overcame
seemingly insurmountable obstacles to offer quality education
to all Americans, especially African Americans; v

Whereas at the commencement of World War II, when most
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colleges suffered from a lack of available students and the

demise of Morehouse College appeared imminent, Benjamin Mays
prevented the college from permanently closing its doors by

vigorously recruiting potential students and thereby aiding

in the development of future generations of African American
leaders;

Whereas Benjamin Mays was instrumental in the elimination
of segregated public facilities in Atlanta, Georgia, and
promoted the cause of nonviolence through peaceful student
protests during a time in this Nation that was often marred
by racial violence;

Whereas Benjamin Mays received numerous accolades
throughout his career, including 56 honorary degrees from
universities across the United States and abroad and the
naming of 7 schocols and academic buildings and a street in
his honor; and

Whereas the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest
civilian honor in the Nation, was established in 1945 to
appropriately recognize Americans who have made an especially
meritorious contribution to the security or national
interaests of the United States, world peace, or cultural or
other significant public or private endeavors: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that the
President should award the Presidential Medal of Freedom
posthumously to Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays in honor of his
distinguished career as an educator, civil and human rights
leader, and public theologian and his many contributions to
the improvement of American society and the world.
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The living room in Dr.
Mays’ birth home.

During the summer, the garden contains contains
corn, tomatoes, cucumbers, cantaloupes, watermelons,
okra, speckled butterbeans, and squash.

Mays’ parents bedroom.
There is a closet and
fireplace in this room. There
were only two bedrooms
for Mays’ family of ten.
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Washing pot, rinsing tubs, chopping blocks and
cotton field are representative of the Mays’
sharecropper farm circa 1900.

Inside the Museum.

Inside the Burns Springs
School. It contains
old, primitive school
desks, wood stove,
and blackboards with
assignments for upper
and lower grades.

An original outhouse and cedar post clothesline add
authenticity to the site.




AL A

—s 2 2 Dr. Benjamin E. Mays
i e oo v | Historical Preservation Site

Change in the Wind, a 2010 documentary of Dr.
Mays’ life, produced by Andrew Young (former May-
or of Atlanta and U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations), played in Greenwood several times. South
Carolina ETV produced a film called Born to Rebel,
Driven to Excel in September 2012.

Dr. Mays was born in this home on August 1, 1894 in
the Epworth Community of Greenwood County (SC).

The home was moved to the Historical Site in 2004.
Although Dr. mays died in

1984, his immortal spirit lives
in many places especially
at Morehouse College and
in the place of his birth,
Greenwood, South Carolina.
This marker stands near the
field in Epworth where his
home stood for over 100 years
before it was relocated to the
Historic Site.

This faux barn serves as the Interpretive Center/
Museum. Photos, books, brochures, speeches, films
and some personal items belonging to Dr. Mays are

here. The HDTV Theatre seats sixty.
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Tours by appointment: (864) 223-8434; ext. 1001 ; _ '
Address: 229 N. Hospital Street, Greenwood, SC 29646 The original Burns Springs African-American School
Website: www.mayshousemuseum.org was moved to the site from the Epworth area.




