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McMaster
didn’t kill
ethics, but
Haley’s
doing her
best

ARRY MARTIN was

miffed. By means that

still mystify me, the

Senate’s Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman and other eth-
ics reformers had managed to
pull a political Lazarus, reviving
a year-long, left-for-dead ethics
bill. They had worked through
culture-war measures that
blocked the bill’s consideration
since February, and now the
Senate was on the second day of
debate.

Except it wasn’t precisely the
year-long, left-for-dead ethics
bill. It was a narrower bill the
House had passed last year, to
which Mr. Martin had con-
vinced his committee to attach a
larger reform measure.

And just as the reformers
seemed finally to have enough
votes and reform was about to
be raised from the dead, Demo-
crats had discovered a potential-
ly fatal flaw: The original House
bill simply created an independ-
ent panel to police legislators’
compliance with the ethics law;
the larger amendment did that
but also required legislators to
publicly report the sources of
their private income.

Both of those topics clearly
fall under the rubric of ethics
reform, so there was no problem
with the amendment from a
constitutional perspective; if the
Legislature managed to pass it,
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the Supreme Court would find
no fault.

But a few years ago, the Sen-
ate adopted a rule that prohibits
adding anything to a bill that is
not included in the bill’s sum-
mary. Income disclosure isn’t

listed in this bill’s summary.
Although senators frequently
ignore violations of this rule,
Democrats were threatening to
object. If they did, Lt. Gov. Hen-
ry McMaster would have no
choice but to rule the amend-
ment out of order.

Not thinking it through, I
asked, “How many votes does it
take to overturn the president’s
ruling?” Just a majority, Sen.
Martin said, and he continued
before I could embarrass myself
by asking my next question.
“We can’t do that,” he said.
“That sets a horrible prece-
dent.”

I was chagrined. Of course he
was right: It’s lawless to over-
turn a correct procedural ruling
just because you don’t like it.
You might as well just throw out
all the rules.

And who would suggest doing
such a thing?

Well, other than Donald
Trump? Or Gov. Nikki Haley?

Sen. Gerald Malloy did in fact
raise the point of order, Mr.
McMaster did the only thing an
honest person could do, and
Gov. Haley ... well, she respond-

ed like the Nikki Haley we came
to know in her first three years
in office. The Nikki Haley who
believes that the law applies to
other people, to the little people
I suppose, but not to her.

She responded like the Nikki
Haley who had Occupy Colum-
bia protesters arrested for vio-
lating laws that did not exist,
and that she wouldn’t have had
the authority to enforce even if
they did exist. The Nikki Haley
who directly defied state law

and persuaded her political
party to put candidates on the
ballot who had failed to qualify,
in defiance of a direct order
from the state Supreme Court.
The Nikki Haley who attempted
to order the Legislature into
“special session” while it was
still in regular session, in vio-
lation of the state constitution.
The Nikki Haley who repeatedly
had to be called back into line
by state and federal courts —
leaving the taxpayers to pick up
the bill for defending her law-
lessness.

Even our royal governor
knows she can’t reverse the
ruling of the Senate’s presiding
officer — which might be why
she got into such a heated argu-
ment Thursday as she tried to
tell Mr. McMaster how to rule.

What she can do is run to her
Facebook page and post a tirade
against Mr. McMaster. Which
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she did after her browbeating advance the effort.
failed to sway him. “Never did You can argue that the Senate IF YOU ARE

we think that this Lt. Governor  rules are too restrictive, or that UNCONCERNED ABOUT
would help the Senate kill in- they should be changed. But you SU(H NICETIES AS THE

come disclosures,” she wrote. can’t argue that they should be

ignored. At least not if you have RUI_E OF I.AW

“We have fought for this for
four years because people de-
serve to know who pays their
elected officials .... Income dis-
closure was killed by Gerald
Malloy and Henry McMaster.
There is no good excuse for
what happened today.”

No good excuse for Mr.
McMaster’s ruling? Perhaps not
if you are unconcerned about
such niceties as the rule of law.

I doubt there’s anybody in this
state who is more upset with
Henry McMaster’s ruling than
Henz McMaster. Ethicsgreform at cscoppe@thestate.com
has been a passion of his at least or at (803) 771-8571.
since the first time he ran for
lieutenant governor, back in ‘ ‘

1990. And since Gov. Haley

appointed him and fellow form- NO GOOD EXCUSE FOR

er attorney general Travis Me-

dlock to lead her ethics-reform MR, MCMASTER’S
task force four years ago, he has RULING? PERHAPS NO-I-

done far more than she has to

any decency.

There never was much chance o 5, M
that the Senate would pass the el
ethics reforms we need this
year. At this point, probably the
best we can hope for is inde-
pendent oversight — although
that is no small thing. If Gov.
Haley truly wants to help, she
should leave legislating ethics to
people who believe in doing so
in an ethical way.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached

County: Horry
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Fitesa Simpsonville invests $52 million
for expansion to increase production

Move will create 38 new
jobs over next five years

SCOTT KEELER
DSKEELER@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Fitesa, a global de-
signer and manufactur-
er of non-woven fabrics
for hygiene, medical and
industrial markets, has
announced a $52 million
expansion to its existing
operations in Simpson-
ville. The expansion will
increase production ca-
pacity and is expected to
create 38 new jobs over
the next five years.

“It’s another great
day in South Carolina as
we celebrate Fitesa and
its decision to expand in
Greenville County,”
Gov. Nikki Haley stated
in a press release. “With
global headquarters al-
ready established in the
Upstate, this $52 million

County: Greenville
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expansion and the 38
new jobs it will create
further show Fitesa’s
fantastic commitment to
our state and our peo-
ple.”

Fitesa was founded in
1973. Its products pro-
vide a variety of physi-
cal and aesthetic proper-
ties, including softness,
strength, abrasion resis-
tance and sustainability.
They are used in prod-
ucts such as baby dia-
pers.

The Simpsonville facil-
ity, which opened at 840
SE Main Street in 1990, is
one of the company’s 11
plants in eight countries
across North and South

America, FEurope and
Asia. Fitesa is adding
20,000 square feet to the
current  190,000-square
foot facilty. It will be mak-
ing infrastructure im-
provements and adding
equipment to increase
production of spunmelt
fabrics.

The latest expansion
comes after a $50 million
expansion in 2013 that cre-
ated 32 jobs. With this pro-
ject, Fitesa will have in-
vested more than a half
billion dollars in its Simp-
sonville facility.

“Fitesa has been an in-
tegral manufacturing
partner within the Green-
ville community for al-
most 30 years,” Green-

ville County Council
Chairman Bob Taylor
said. “The company’s

growth and continued ex-
pansion are a true testa-
ment to the County’s
workforce and collabora-
tive spirit.”

Fitesa expects the lat-
est expansion to be com-
pleted by the fourth quar-
ter of 2017 and hiring for
new positions will begin in

the spring of 2017.

“We are pleased to con-
tinue to grow our opera-
tions here and appreciate
the support of Greenville

County in making this an-
nouncement a reality,” Fi-
tesa Global Marketing Di-
rector Ray Dunleavy said.
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Fitesa has announced a $52 million expansion to its existing
operations in Simpsonville.
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THE LEGISLATURE
Hearing
spotlights

transgender

bathroom
bill in SC

BY JAMIE SELF
AND ANDREW SHAIN

Jself @thestate.com
ashain@thestate.com

When Danielle Driscoll's
child came out to her as

transgender and began tran-

sitioning last year from fe-
male to male, they were in
the process of moving to
Columbia.

“I was really proud of

him,” said Driscoll, recalling

how her 13-year-old son
started the school year by
writing a note to his new
teachers, explaining that he

was transitioning and asking
if they would call him by his
new name and refer to him

using male pronouns.

“That took a lot of courage,
especially in a brand-new
school, and a brand-new
place,” Driscoll said. “That
was kind of the start. It was
like, ‘OK, we're doing this.

Her son plans to take an-
other step by joining other
members of the transgender

TRANSGENDER

FROM PAGE 1A

room you're using,” Dris-
coll said. “Passing a bill
like this feels like it would
be saying, ‘It's OK to not
be accepting, and it's OK to
not allow him to feel safe
in his environment.” ”

Bright said he’s con-
cerned more about the
safety of women in rest-
rooms than the feelings of
transgender men and wo-
men.

“If a (small percentage)
of the population wants to
be something that a major-
ity of the population thinks
is strange and abnormal,
that’s their business,” he
said. “You can’t force peo-
ple to accept something
like that.”

Bright said he plans to
have a top North Carolina
lawmaker testify Wednes-

County: Richland
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day about his state’s new
HB2 law that includes a
transgender bathroom ban.
North Carolina House
Majority Leader Mike
Hager said seeing several
Southern states considering
similar laws shows “it’s
good policy.”

Other testimony support-
ing the bill is being orga-
nized by the Columbia-
based Palmetto Family
Council, which sent an
email blast Monday head-
lined, “Protect Our Chil-
dren in Restrooms and
Showers.”

Family Council president
Oran Smith said he has
asked a lawyer with Arizo-
na-based Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom, which works
on religious issues, to pro-
vide alegal analysis of the
bill at the hearing Wednes-

rooms of their choice.

After the hearing, more
than a dozen transgender
organizations are planning to
participate in a rally outside
the State House, organized
by the Trans Student Alliance
at the University of South

r

day. While no reports
about significant incidents
about men using women’s
restrooms have been re-
ported to S.C. authorities,
Smith said Bright’s bill
“would head something
off.”

Bright said he hopes to
finish testimony this week
so the bill could get a com-
mittee vote to go to the
Senate floor next week.

But opposition is mount-
ing. The state’s top Repub-

lican, Gov. Nikki Haley,
called the bill unnecessary.
State Sen. Joel Lourie, a
Richland Democrat who
will join Bright in presiding
over the hearing Wednes-
day, said that “with all the
blood in my veins and all
the oxygen in my body,” he
would block the proposal.
Bright’s bathroom bill

community and their allies by Carolina.
testifying Wednesday mom-
ing against a Senate bill that
would end transgender men
and women using the bath-

burg, has mobilized the

Carolina last month.
Bright’s bill is “such a

would, if passed, make
transgender students feel
unsafe at school, said Greg
Green, a 32-year-old trans-
gender man who runs a
support group for trans-
gender people at his Co-
lumbia church.

“What it causes really is
a lot of anxiety,” said
Green, who plans to testify
Wednesday. “My concern
is the outing.”

Columbia Mayor Steve
Benjamin said he plans to
testify Wednesday about
the economic benefits of
his city having anti-dis-
crimination ordinances
based on sexual orientation
and gender identity.

“I believe that this bill
will cost the state millions
in lost business,” he said.
“We only have to look as
far as North Carolina.”

Gay, lesbian, bisexual
Page: 1

The bill sponsored by state
Sen. Lee Bright, R-Spartan-

state’s transgender commu-
nity already energized by a
similar law passed in North

bigger issue than what rest-

SEE TRANSGENDER, 7A
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and transgender supporters  Last week, online pay- doing the right thing,” said
have criticized North Car- ment provider Paypal Hager, a Republican from
olina political leaders after called off an expansionin  Rutherfordton.

the passage of bill that also Charlotte, and rock star “My first role in office is
ended local ordinance Bruce Springsteen canceled protecting citizens, not how
providing protections a concert in Greensboro. much business we can
based on sexual orienta- “There’s not a price for get.”

tion.

BRIGHT SAID HE'S
CONCERNED MORE
ABOUT THE
SAFETY OF
WOMEN IN
RESTROOMS THAN
THE FEELINGS OF
TRANSGENDER
MEN AND WOMEN.

County: Richland
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THE STATE
ARRY MARTIN was
miffed. By means that
still mystify me, the
Senate’s Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman and other eth-
ics reformers had managed to
pull a political Lazarus, reviving
a year-long, left-for-dead ethics
bill. They had worked through
culture-war measures that
blocked the bill’s consideration
since February, and now the
Senate was on the second day of
debate.

Except it wasn’t precisely the
year-long, left-for-dead ethics
bill. It was a narrower bill the
House had passed last year, to
which Mr. Martin had con-
vinced his committee to attach a
larger reform measure.

And just as the reformers
seemed finally to have enough
votes and reform was about to
be raised from the dead, Demo-
crats had discovered a potential-
ly fatal flaw: The original House
bill simply created an independ-
ent panel to police legislators’
compliance with the ethics law;
the larger amendment did that
but also required legislators to
publicly report the sources of
their private income.

Both of those topics clearly
fall under the rubric of ethics
reform, so there was no problem
with the amendment from a
constitutional perspective; if the
Legislature managed to pass it,
the Supreme Court would find

67012-04-12_18001.pdf

no fault.

But a few years ago, the Sen-
ate adopted a rule that prohibits
adding anything to a bill that is
not included in the bill’s sum-
mary. Income disclosure isn’t

listed in this bill’s summary.
Although senators frequently
ignore violations of this rule,
Democrats were threatening to
object. If they did, Lt. Gov. Hen-
ry McMaster would have no
choice but to rule the amend-
ment out of order.

Not thinking it through, I
asked, “How many votes does it
take to overturn the president’s
ruling?” Just a majority, Sen.
Martin said, and he continued
before I could embarrass myself
by asking my next question.
“We can’t do that,” he said.
“That sets a horrible prece-
dent.”

I was chagrined. Of course he
was right: It’s lawless to over-
turn a correct procedural ruling
just because you don’t like it.
You might as well just throw out
all the rules.

And who would suggest doing
such a thing?

Well, other than Donald
Trump? Or Gov. Nikki Haley?

Sen. Gerald Malloy did in fact
raise the point of order, Mr.
McMaster did the only thing an
honest person could do, and
Gov. Haley ... well, she respond-
ed like the Nikki Haley we came

to know in her first three years
in office. The Nikki Haley who
believes that the law applies to
other people, to the little people
I suppose, but not to her.

She responded like the Nikki
Haley who had Occupy Colum-
bia protesters arrested for vio-
lating laws that did not exist,
and that she wouldn’t have had
the authority to enforce even if
they did exist. The Nikki Haley
who directly defied state law

and persuaded her political
party to put candidates on the
ballot who had failed to qualify,
in defiance of a direct order
from the state Supreme Court.
The Nikki Haley who attempted
to order the Legislature into
“special session” while it was
still in regular session, in vio-
lation of the state constitution.
The Nikki Haley who repeatedly
had to be called back into line
by state and federal courts —
leaving the taxpayers to pick up
the bill for defending her law-
lessness.

Even our royal governor
knows she can’t reverse the
ruling of the Senate’s presiding
officer — which might be why
she got into such a heated argu-
ment Thursday as she tried to
tell Mr. McMaster how to rule.

What she can do is run to her
Facebook page and post a tirade
against Mr. McMaster. Which
she did after her browbeating

Page: 1
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failed to sway him. “Never did
we think that this Lt. Governor
would help the Senate Kkill in-
come disclosures,” she wrote.

“We have fought for this for
four years because people de-
serve to know who pays their
elected officials .... Income dis-
closure was killed by Gerald
Malloy and Henry McMaster.
There is no good excuse for
what happened today.”

No good excuse for Mr.
McMaster’s ruling? Perhaps not
if you are unconcerned about
such niceties as the rule of law.

I doubt there’s anybody in this

é6

NO GOOD EXCUSE FOR
MR. MCMASTER’S
RULING? PERHAPS NOT
IF YOU ARE
UNCONCERNED ABOUT
SUCH NICETIES AS THE
RULE OF LAW.

Ida.'

67012-04-12_18001.pdf

state who is more upset with
Henry McMaster’s ruling than
Henry McMaster. Ethics reform
has been a passion of his at least
since the first time he ran for
lieutenant governor, back in
1990. And since Gov. Haley
appointed him and fellow form-
er attorney general Travis Me-
dlock to lead her ethics-reform
task force four years ago, he has
done far more than she has to
advance the effort.

You can argue that the Senate
rules are too restrictive, or that

they should be changed. But you

can’t argue that they should be

Publication Date: 04/12/2016 Page Number: 18
McMaster didn'tkill ethics,but Haley's doing her best

ignored. At least not if you have
any decency.

There never was much chance
that the Senate would pass the
ethics reforms we need this
year. At this point, probably the
best we can hope for is inde-
pendent oversight — although
that is no small thing. If Gov.
Haley truly wants to help, she
should leave legislating ethics to
people who believe in doing so
in an ethical way.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771-8571.

Page: 2



PHESS CLIFFING BURE AL

The Aiken
Leader
Wagener,SC
Circ. 0

From Page:
3

4/1/2016
68380

dome this

By Cecilia Brown and Lia Grabowski
Carolina Reporter :

'~ The South Carolinalegislature has

* been in session for 36 weeks, and
with only 9 more, weeks left in the
121st legislative session, lawmakers
must deliberate on dozens of .
bills, including the massive roads
legislation aimed at repairing the
state’s aging highways and bridges.
South Carolina’s legislature runs on
a two-gear cycle, so bills introduced
in 2015 may carry over through
the 2016 session. With the session

' coming to a close this June, all bills
not approved by both chambers and

. enacted into law will not be carried
over into 2017. Those measures will
have to be reintroduced in the next
session if a proponent of the bill still
hopes to see it passed. ’
During the 121st legislative session,
which spans Jan. 14, 2015 to June
2, 2016, 1,678 general bills have
been introduced to date in the House
and Senate. Of those, 148 have |
been passed and enacted by both «
chambers of the South Carolina
legislature.
The deadline for introducing a
bill into either chamber is quickly
approaching. All bills must be
introduced in the House by April 15
and the Senate by May 1 to have
any chance of being discussed
- and potentially passed during this

session.
In order to get a bill signed into law,-

-1 legislators must pass it in both the
" House and the Senate, meaning a

- bill mustmove from one chamber -
“to be introduced in the other. As of .

. May 1, this year’s crossover date, it
will become much more difficuit for

' \ a bill to move between chambers,

encouraging the legislators to work

= 1..-.

. -
through what items they have left
to discuss before the end of the
session.

After May 1, it will require a 2/3 vote
from éither chamber to bring a bill up

for discussion, which is only likely to

occur under rare circumstances.

Annual State Budget

The South Carolina legislature
approved this year's annual state
budget on March 22. The budget
exceeds $7.1 billion, including a 2
percent raise for state employees.

Concealed Weapon Permit

There are currently two bills in the
House allowing the holder of an
out-of-state concealed weapons
permit to carry a weapon in South
Carolina. One of the House bills
would recognize permits issued by
Georgia and North Carolina, under
certain circumstances. Another just
suggests the out of state conditions
to carry a weapon.

Ethics Reform Act
Ethics reform has become a i
prominent issue in this legislative -
session, actively sought by the
%overnor. o

he House passed the bill quickly
when it was introduced at the start of
the session and sent it to the Senate
by the end of January 2015. The bill
was sent to committee in the Senate
and wasn't seen again until Feb. 3,
2016. . o
In that span of time, Gov. Hale
gave her State of the State address
and implored senators to provide

" same sort of action on the ethics bill

rather than let it die in committee. In
a widely recognized bold statement,
she paused in her speech to ask

senators in the audience to stand up

if they would support ethics reform,

County: Wagener
68380-04-01_3002.pdf
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publically calling on them to support
the bill and move it forward before
the end of the session in June. -
The bill itself would amend the

1976 Code of Laws on the state's
ethics commission. Under the
amendment, the commission

would be “four members appointed

by the governor, four members
elected by the Supreme Court, two
members elected by the House of
Representatives, and two members
elected by the Senate,” as stated in
the bill. ‘o . , .
The duties of the members of the
commission would also be revised to
include receiving complaints against
legislators, candidates, judges, or
any members of staff, oversee the
investigations of said complaints, and
make a determination about whether
an ethical violation has occurred. If a
complaint is found to be substantial,
the commission would refer the

. ¢ase to the Commission on Judicial

Conduct and Supreme Court.

Domestic Violence
This session, Governor Nikki Hale
has signed only a little over 100 bills,
including a recent amendment of

- the 1976 Protection from Domestic -
Abuse Act. The amendment, signed
into law on March 15, established
domestic violence fatality review
committees in each circuit of South
Carolina and provided instruction on
how the committees should be run.

_This bill was a small step in

South Carolina and proponents
of increased domestic violence

" legislation are protesting the

legislators’ inaction on the issue.
High schools and law enforcement
are working together to discourage
domestic violence, and rallies are
being held to persuade legislators to
revisit bills that could die at the end
of the session.

One domaestic violence bill that has
stayed in committee for over a year
would create a legal consequence for
“dating violence,” a term not currently
|r(ac;ognized under South Carolina

aw. :

Roads

A major issue the legislature

has tried to tackle this session

is funding for South Carolina’s

roads, particularly in the aftermath

of damage caused by the historic

flood last October. There has been

a variety of legislation proposed to
. solve the issue, but the most recent

version is working its way through

the legislature. .

The legisiation would allocate a
recurring $400 million from the
geenaral nd and overhaul the state
partment of Transportation.
Lawmakers also debated raising the

state’s gasoline tax, the iowest In the
Southeast, to generate funds.
Haley declared in her State of
the State address that she would
only approve a gas tax if it was

- accompanied by a cut to the state’s
income tax rates. When it became
clear the gas tax would be a hard sell
for the legislature, it was removed
from:the bill so there would be a
better chance to pass any assistance
for the deteriorating pothole-filied
roads.
Included in the bill is a provision that
would reconfigure the appointment
;')_rocess of :ihe D(gopal?_lnaeig; ?:as

. Transportation. Gov. has - .

sStippoead the change, in whick . -
the governor's office would now
be in charge of appointing the

. Transportation Department positions.

Flood Relief
A separate piece of legislation also
dealing with roads would devote
$25 million to DHEC for financial
assistance in the form of grants and
loans to aid dam owners in repairing
gg(r)ndage from the October 2015

)

In an attempt to provide assistance
for South Carolina farmers after
crops were lost during the flood, the
bill was introduced Jan. 21. it moved
through the House to the Senate in
early March and was referred to the
Senate's Committee on Finance.
The bill would create a farm aid fund
to supplement the minimal insurance
relief provided to South Carolina
farmers who lost more than 40% of
their crops in last fall's devastation.
As provided in the bill, the amount .
given to any one farmer could not

- exteed $100,000 and would be

. equivalent to 20 percent of crops

lost. -

- Tucker Hipps Transparency Act ‘
Ciemson University student, Tucker
Hipps, died in 2014 while on an
early morning run with his fraternity
pledge brothers. His parents believe
he was the victim of hazing when
he fell to his death off a bridge near

. the university. The Tucker Hipps
Transparency Act would require
institutions of higher learning to
maintain reports of investigations
and related information of members
of sororities, fraternities and other
organizations. These institutions
would be required to make reports A

available to the public.and online,
as well as supply students and
their parents with reports before the
. student can begin the formal process
of joining a sorority or fraternity. The

bill was introduced in the House in
January, and sent to the Senate on
March 17 where it was referred to
the Committee on Education on the
same day. c

~—t
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“\4¢ In review—-Three takeaways from the
» - $750 M House budget

b{\ Jessica Cross @carolinaledger
The Carolina Ledger

S.C. House chamber. File photo.
The state House zipped through the
Iewproximatel% $750 million budget
onday and Tuesday, passing it
easily.
Here are three takeaways from that
grooess——
he process was a cinch
House Ways and Means Commitfee
Chairman Brian White said
Wednesday that many people had
told him how seamless the budgeting
process had been. The Anderson
Republican gave credit to the
chairman of the subcommittees for -
their budget work.
The budget sailed through the
chamber this week, passing 111 to 1
j::st before midnight. Rep. Jonathon
ill, R-Anderson, gave the lone
dissenting vote on the bill.
“The budget process might be
trangparent, in theory, but unless
you are in leadership you don’t have
much say over what goes into it. It
is very much a top-down process,”
wrote Hill on Facebook Tuesday.
The roads funding portion reflects
a roads fix tug-of-war in the
Statehouse .
The House included in its budget
$415 million, reserved for the
Transportation Department and
county governments for road
maintenance and construction.

Republican Gov. Nikki Haley praised
the House for funding roads at a
Wednesday news conference, but
urged members to concur with the
portion of a Senate roads plan to
reform the SCDOT commission.
“The money doesn’t mean anything
if vy; don't reform the agency,” she
said.

That reform, she said, should

either allow the governor to appoint
commissioners or make the SCDOT
into a cabinet agency.

Currently SCDOT commissioners
‘are elected by legislative delegations
within each Congressional district, -
enabling what Haley called political
"horse-trading.

House leadership decried the

Senate plan as irresponsibie eariier
in March. That plan would reform
the SCDOT and the controversial
State Infrastructure Bank, and would .
set'aside $400 million annually for
roads. .
Senate Republicans, in turn,
criticized a gas tax plan by the
House after the Revenue and Fiscal
Affairs Office’s revised estimates
showed that plan could garner far
less than the $427 million initially
expected.

The House is expected to take up
the Senate proposal after returning
from furiough on April 12,

The House approved spending large
sums of money without any debate
The House on Monday took up

sections that lacked amendments,
and without any debate, approved
almost every section.

Funding for the Retirement System
investment Commission was an
exception. House members rejected
that section, which would have given
t5h33 ;1gency $17 million, by a vote of
Notable budget increases, compared
to the previous fiscal year, include—
-Members voted 83 to 4 to send

to the Department of Health and
Human Services approximately $133
million more in general fund money.
-Lawmakers voted 82 to-20

to increase total funds to the "
Infrastructure Bank Board by $15

.million.

-The Department of Health and
Environmental Control is set to
receive $13.8 million more in general
funds. House members voted 79to 0
to approve the funding.
-The House voted 98 to 0 to give
the Department of Mental Health a
$25 million increase in total funds,
including an $11 million increase in
eneral funds.
his isn’t an exhaustive list of budget
increases. For more information, -
see the searchable budget. Or, find
out how representatives voted on
each budget section Monday and
Tuesdaé/. e
The budget is now before the Senate
Finance Committee.

-

County: Wagener
68380-04-01_3001.pdf
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"\yg Massey, Setzler, Corley,
Carliton and Goings --

all pick up challengers

Shootouts in House 81, and
County Council District 3

Wednesday morning was a busy
time for the Elections Commission,
as several incumbents picked up
last minute challengers. In the
state senate race, Senators Nikki
Setzler and Shane Massey both
picked a challenger. Setzler(D-26)

. picked up a Republican challenger
in Brad Lindsey, a resident of
West Columbia, SC. Senator
Massey(R-25) will be challenged

-by John Pettigrew of Edgefield in
a Republican Primary. Pettigrew
had announced his intentions to run
against Massey in 2012 but was
thrown off the ballot with hundreds
of other candidates in a political

- scandal that rocked the South
Carolina Senate as hundreds of
potential candidates were removed
from the ballot because of a last
minute change in the law, while
incumbents were unaffected.

- Representative Chris Corley(R-84)
will be challenged in a primary by
Susan Swanson. Swanson, a former
Chairwoman of the Aiken County

" Republican Party has made several

forays into local races in the past,
but has yet to come out with a win.
Corley has received push back from
fellow members of the house, who
object to his brash style. Gavernor
Nikki Haley joined into the chorus
of voices from Columbia last week
when she asked someone to
challenge Corley on Facebook.

Aiken County Coroner Tim Cariton
will be challenged by two other
Republicans in the June primary.
Sheriff's Office investigator Clay
Adams and a former maintenance
mechanic, Thomas Scott, both filed
against Carlton early during the 15
day filing period.

Aiken County Treasurer Jason .

Goings also picked up a challenger

" for the Republican primary in the
form of Lee Bodie of Aiken. Goings
was among the candidates removed
from the ballot in 2012, butran a
tough 'write-in campaign and won out
over several other challengers.

The two open seats in Aiken
County both attracted interest as
House 81 brought in four contenders

and County Council District 3
attracted three. Running for House
81 in the wake of Don Wells decision
o not seek reelection are, K.T.
Ruthven the former Chairman of the
Aiken County Republican Party and
local realtor, Bart Blackwell owner
of B&S Machine Tool and past
President of the Aiken Chamber of
Commerce, Chris Austin an attorney
from New Ellenton, and newcomer
Jeremy O’'Donneli. All four will be

“running as Republicans and many

insiders gxpect a runoff for the race.

County Council District 3 came
open after Democrat L.awana ‘
McKenzie announced that she would
not be seeking reelection. Three
men have filed as Republicans to fill.
the seat. Danny Faegin, Don Turno,
and Earl Clinton Jr. have all filed for
the June Primary.

Sheriff Hunt will be challenged by

. Democrat Henry Sims.

Other new names to appear on the
ballot that will be running unopposed
are Tonya Marchant for Probate .. -
JCudge, and Robert Harte for Clerk of

ourt. S

Incumbents, Bill Taylor(House
86), Bill Hixon(House 83), Bill
Clyburn(House 82), Ronnie =~ _, -
Young(County Council Chair), J'
Strom Thurmond(Solicitor 2nd
District), Charles Barton(Auditor),
Judith Warner(RMC), Chuck
Smith(County Council District
4), and Andrew Siders(County
Coungil District 7) will all be running
unopposed a Republicans while
Willar Hightower(County Council
District 8) will be unopposed as a
Democrat.

" At the federal level, Congressman

Joe Wilson and Senator Tim Scott
both drew several challengers.
Wilson will be challenged g
Democrats Arik Bjorn and Phil Black,
and American Party Candidate Eddie
McCain. Scott will be challenged

by Bill Bledsoe who is running as
both a Libertarian and Constitution
Party candidate, Thomas Dixon as

a Democrat, and both Jim Hinkle
and “Rebel” Michael Scarborough as
American Party Candidates.
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POLITICS:

‘The way it is supposed to be

By PHIL NOBLE

Guest column

Politics — it’s become a
dirty word.
- It’s about crass polm-
cians talking about “little
hands” and other body
parts; it’s sleazy lobbyists
who dole out campaign
contributions for lawmak-
ers’ votes; it’s political
consultants who hire out to
the highest bidder; it’s pol-
iticians who spout fear,
bigotry and lies simply be-
cause they can; it’s a sys-
tem of gerrymandered dis-
tricts that make it impossi-

. ‘ble for reasonable moder-

ate people to get elected;

¢ it’s slick TV ads crafted
i based on public opinion
' polls and not -political
+ ideas or principles; it’s

regular citizens and their
-interests getting.

. rolled by -special .interest
¢ and’ special influence; it’s
! campaigns that cost way

~ dirty word;

- too much and are too often
about fundraising; it’s
about gridlock in our na-
tional and state capitals
where compromise is a

it’s about

something called super

PACs that seem capable of

dumping tens of millions

in secret money into cam-
paigns; it’s a few gover-

., nors, senators, congress-

men or legislators getting

i together to work out “the

deal” and then forcing it
down the throats of the
people who elected them;
- its industry lobbyists in
Washington ganging up
with the ‘bureaucrats who
issue special interest regu-
lations that tell people on
the local level what to do
—and on and on it goes.
It does not have to be

* this way.

i

4

The word “pohtlcs isa

 very old word. It goes
}' back to the ancient Greek

steam-

‘you read

word polites meaning citi-
zen. A modern dictionary

(i.e. Google) defines it -

simply
and ele-
gantly as ||
to “en-
gage in
political
activity.”

The
more

a n d
study the
various defimtlons of the
word and how it has
changed and morphed
over time, the more you
understand that the key
concept is always “the cit-
izen” and their making the
decisions that impact their
lives.

The contemporary defi-

.nitions of politics above
" show just how far we have
_strayed from the original

Greek meaning.
All of this is why the
recent “politics” around

the issue of off-shore drill- .

ing in South Carolina and
the Atlantic coast has
come like a bolt of light-

ning out of the blue on a -

cloudless summer day.
Things just don’t hap-

- pen like this — but they did.

What we would expect
would happen, didn’t. And
what we  expected

- wouldn’t happen, did.

First the facts

There are oil and natural
gas deposits off the south-
eastern coast — and some
people (mostly oil compa-
nies) want to drill to get it.

Other people (mostly
just people, i.e. polites)
don’t want them to do it.
Well, according to tradi-
tional politics as usual (see
above) we can pretty much
guess how this is going to
turn out — oil companies
win, citizens loose.

In January of last year,
President Obama surprised
almost everyone and an-
nounced that he would
open the southeast coast to
off-shore drilling for the.
first time ever.

The New York Times
succinctly described the
reaction: “...environmen-
tal advocates were shocked
and enraged — and the oil
industry was delighted.”

Other than the fact that
it was Obama (who gener-
ally supports environmen-
tal issues), what happened
next was pretty much poli-
tics as usual.

The four governors of
the coastal states (Virginia, .
North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia) all
signed up to go along for
the ride, Democrats and

. Republxcans

Thé next step in the uisu-
al political script was they
signed up most, though
not all, of the Washington
senators and congressmen

from these states. There

were a few holdouts
among low-ranking coast-
al congressmen and legis-
lators (Democratic and
Republican), but the same
script says they would
eventually cave, or there
were not enough of them
to matter.

So goes, politics as usu-

Citizens win

But something hap-
pened along the way — the
polites (Remember these
folks? The citizens) said
no. In the four states all
along the coast, the people
— and mayors and munici-
pal councils in more than

"100 communities, local

newspapers, small busi-
nesses, environmental or-
ganizations, local fisher-
men and beach residents —
said no.
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In fact, more than 1 mil-
lion polites weighed in
against theé proposal, with

. petitions, letters, public

comments, etc.

And they won.

Last week, the Obama
Administration announced
it was canceling the plan.

In the days since, there

have been lots of reactions -

and lots of angry words —
Gov. Haley said Obama

had “pulled the rug out.

from under us.”

There were many fac-
tors that contributed to this
stunning reversal, not the
least of which was that the
Navy opposed the drilling.

.. But, one thing is cleat —

the polites of South Caro-
lina were leaders in this
fight.

Billy Keyserling, mayor -

of Beaufort, was one of the
earliest and' most -vogal
leaders in rallying the

coastal mayors and coun- -
. 'c’_il’s_. Frank Knapp of the

S.C. Small Business
Chamber of Commerce,
worked tirelessly to orga-
nize opposition among the
small businesses up and
down the coast.

Our state’s environmen-
tal groups such as the Cos-
tal- Conservation League
and new ad-hoc groups
such as Don’t Drill Low-
Country worked very ef-

fectively.

In the end, it was how
politics is supposed to

“work: People understood

the issues, they knew what
it meant to them and their
future and they went to
work to win. ]
So, as has been said

‘many times and many

ways over many centuries,
“Power to the polites!”

Phil Noble is president
of the S.C. New Demo-
crats. E-mail him at phil@
philnoble.com
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Capitol Report:

Pay Raises For State Employees And Other Issues

By Representative
Jackie Hayes
March 24, 2016

House members included a 2
percent pay raise for state
employees in the state budget
plan -- double the amount that
had been recommended by the
House Ways and Mecans
Committee. The budget also
includes a 2 percent pay
increase for teachers, with a
full “step” increase.

The 2 percent raise, if
approved by the Senate and the
Governor, will help retain state
employees, who earn, on aver-
age, about 15 percent less than
people doing the same jobs in
other states. Another change we
made will increase funding for
road repairs, raising the total to
more than $415 million.

One important budget
amendment approved by the
House adds $2.9 million to
fund new prosecutors specializ-
ing in criminal domestic vio-
lence crimes. This change,
combined with a new law
designed to curb domestic vio-
lence, should go a long way
towards helping us address the
problem. Gov. Nikki Haley
recently signed into law a bill
(H 4666), which I co-spon-
sored, establishing 16 special
committees, onc in each judi-
cial circuit, to study domestic
violence fatalities and to rec-
ommend needed changes in
state laws, state policies and
law enforcement training as
well as public education about
domestic violence.

I supported an amendment to
increase funding for the Local
Government Fund, but we were
unsuccessful in getting it
approved.

In other action, the House
and Senate adopted H 4443, a
concurrent resolution declaring
June 17, 2016, as Mother
Emanuel Nine Day, to reflect
on the tragic murder of nine
churchgoers at  Mother
Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston on June 17, 2015.
The resolution encourages state
agencies to look at improving
race relations and economic
equality for minorities, as well
as focusing on efforts to help
the homeless in our state.

I also want to share with you
some of the dozens of measures

that the House has approved
and sent to the Senate during
the past few weeks.

H 3130 would allow “low-
risk” adult and juvenile offend-
ers convicted of certain nonvio-
lent crimes to be considered for
home detention, with monitor-
ing through a GPS tracking
device. Anyone convicted of
drug trafficking offenses carry-

ing a maximum sentence of up
to ten years could not apply.

The Timothy Wayne Gibson
Act (H 4688) would forbid
anyone from moving a tempo-
rary road closure sign or
device. An amendment
approved on the House floor
would allow someone to move
and then replace the sign in
order to access his or her prem-
ises. The bill is named after a
Department of Transportation
worker who died during the
flooding last fall when the
truck he drove overturned and
was swept away.

H 3989, the “Persons With
Disabilities Right to Parent
Act” would protect the parent-
ing rights of individuals with
disabilities. The bill would
help ensure that a parent’s dis-
ability will not cause the parent
to be denied custody of his or
her child or visitation with the
child. In addition, the bill
would encourage family courts
to consider ways to accommo-
date the parent’s disability.

The Experimental-Health
Care Treatment Law (H 4542),
approved by the House and
sent to the Senate, would
authorize physicians to pre-
scribe promising experimental
treatments for patients with a
terminal illness. Specifically,
the bill would apply to patients
expected to die within six
months, and who have unsuc-
cessfully tried all other
approved treatments. In such
cases, physicians would be
allowed to help prescribe drugs
or devices that have been
approved in the First Phase of
testing by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration but not
yet approved for general use.

The House approved H
3706, which would require the
state Department of Health and
Environmental Control to
develop a program to train and
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certify individuals to adminis-
ter emergency shots of epi-
nephrine, as from EpiPens, to
treat anyone experiencing life-
threatening allergic reactions.
The bill would allow day care
facilities, colleges, universities,
restaurants, sports arenas and
certain other entities to get a
prescription for EpiPens to
have on hand in case of emer-
gencies. Anyone administering
the EpiPen would have to be
trained and certified, and the
patient would have to be expe-
riencing anaphylactic shock, a
dangerous allergic reaction,
with symptoms that often
include difficulty breathing,
loss of consciousness, low
blood pressure and sometimes
heart failure.

H 4413 would require desig-

nated “safe havens” for aban-
doned babies to display a
notice informing the public that
it is a safe haven. It also would
expand the current law to
babies up to 180 days old.
Current law allows someone to
leave an infant up to 30 days
old at designated locations,
such as hospitals, police sta-
tions and fire stations, under
certain circumstances without
criminal penalty.

The S.C. Founding
Principles Act (H 3848) would
require students to study the
principles that shaped the
United States. This instruction
would be incorporated into the
required study of the U.S.
Constitution and the S.C.
Social Studies Standards, over-
seen by the State Board of
Education and State Oversight
Committee. The bill would
require the instruction to
include, at a minimum, the
Federalist Papers, the structure
of government, the role of the
separation of powers and the
freedoms guaranteed by the
Bill of Rights of the U.S.
Constitution. Another bill, H
4150, would designate
September 17 each year as
“United States Constitution
Day,” in recognition of the
signing of the Constitution on
Sept. 17, 1787.

In an effort to reverse the
decline of deer in our state, H
4943 would establish a new
deer tagging system requiring
hunters to tag every deer taken.
The state Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)
would be required to conduct a
four-year study on the status of

the deer population and review
the tagging program. DNR
also would be directed to set up
a coyote tagging and bounty
program to help reduce coyotes
in the state. The agency would
tag and release at least three
coyotes in cach of the four
game zones and then pay a
bounty of at least $1,000 for
any hunter who bagged the
tagged coyote.

Other bills approved by the
House and sent to the Senate
include:

-H 4937, which would re-
establish the S.C. Education
and Economic Development
Coordinating Council to imple-
ment a career pathways pro-
gram in public schools to help
students learn the skills needed
to become a trained workforce.

- H 4938, a joint resolution
directing the S.C. Department
of Education to survey college
students pursuing education
degrees to determine if they
would consider teaching in
rural and economically chal-

lenged school districts and to
find out what incentives, if any,
would draw them to teach in
rural communities. The survey
results would be reported to the
General Assembly by Dec. 1,
2016.

- H 4939, which would
require the Department of
Education develop a system for
providing technical, financial
and academic assistance to
underperforming schools dis-
tricts; to monitor underper-
forming school boards as well
as the professional develop-
ment of teachers and staff; and
to establish a committee to
identify the state’s obsolete
education laws.

-H 4941, which would
require the Department of
Education to establish a
statewide program for address-
ing school districts with finan-
cial problems. The program
would need to address three
levels of concern: a fiscal
watch, a fiscal caution and a
fiscal emergency, with differing
requirements.

-H 5085, a resolution I co-
sponsored. recognizing that
abuse and neglect of children is
a significant problem in our
state; commending the work of
children’s advocacy centers;
and declaring Tuesday, April
26, 2016 as Children’s
Advocacy Center Day.

-H 4535, which would repeal
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outdated state laws. For
instance, one law still on the
books forbids the operation of
public dance halls on Sunday,
and another prohibits minors
under 18 from playing pinball
machines.

- H 5020, which would
establish an annual South
Carolina Day of Service on the
third Saturday of May to
encourage state residents to
“roll up their sleeves and lend a

hand” to make a positive differ-
ence in our state.

-H 3036, which would desig-
nate Jan 17 cach year as
“Eartha Kitt Day” in honor of
the internationally known
actress and singer, who was
born in the community of
North, South Carolina.

*

The Legislature meets in
Columbia on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays

from January to mid-June. If

you have any questions or com-
ments, please feel free to con-
tact me at 803-734-3099, at
333C Blatt Building, P.O. Box
11867, Columbia, S.C. 29211
or call me at home at 843-774-
6125, at 240 Bermuda Road,
Dillon, S.C. 29536. My email
address is JackieHayes@
schouse.gov.
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The State Capitol Report

Submitted by
Rep. Patricia Moore Henegan
SC House District #54

House members approved a 2 percent pay raise for
state employees in the state budget plan - double the
amount that had been recommended by the House Ways
and Means Committee. I joined many legislators in
fighting for even more of an increase, but to no avail.
Nonetheless, we are happy with the 2 percent raise. The
budget also includes a 2 percent pay increase for teachers,
with a full “step” increase.

The 2 percent raise, if approved by the Senate and the
Governor, will help retain state employees, who earn, on
average, about 15 percent less than people doing the same
jobs in other states. Another change we made will
increase funding for road repairs, raising the total to more
than $415 million.

One important budget amendment approved by the
House adds $2.9 million to fund new prosecutors special-
izing in criminal domestic violence crimes. This change,
combined with a new law designed to curb domestic vio-
lence, should go a long way towards helping us address
the problem. Gov. Nikki Haley recently signed into law
a bill (H 4666), which I co-sponsored, establishing 16
special committees, one in each' juditialtircuit, to study
domestic violence fatalities and to recommend needed
changes in state laws, state policies and law enforcement
training as well as public education about domestic vio-
lence. '

I co-sponsored an amendment to increase funding for
the Local Government Fund, but we were unsuccessful in
getting it approved.

In other action, the House and Senate adopted H 4443,
a concurrent resolution declaring June 17, 2016, as Moth-
er Emanuel Nine Day, to reflect on the tragic murder of
nine churchgoers at Mother Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston on June 17, 2015. The resolution encourages
state agencies to look at improving race relations and
economic equality for minorities, as well as focusing on
efforts to help the homeless in our state.

I also want to share with you some of the dozens of
measures that the House has approved and sent to the
Senate during the past few weeks.

H 3130 would allow “low-risk” adult and juvenile
offenders convicted of certain nonviolent crimes to be
considered for home detention, with monitoring through a
GPS tracking device. Anyone convicted of drug traffick-
ing offenses carrying a maximum sentence of up to ten
years could not apply.

The Timothy Wayne Gibson Act (H 4688) would for-
bid anyone from moving a temporary road closure sign or
device. An amendment approved on the House floor
would allow someone to move and then replace the sign
in order to access his or her premises. The bill is named
after a Department of Transportation worker who died
during the flooding last fall when the truck he drove over-
turned and was swept away.

H 3989, the “Persons With Disabilities Right to Parent
Act” would protect the parenting rights of individuals with
disabilities. The bill would help ensure that a parent’s
disability will not cause the parent to be denied custody of
his or her child or visitation with the child. In addition,
the bill would encourage family courts to consider ways
to accommodate the parent’s disability. ‘

The Experimental Health Care Treatment Law (H
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4542), approved by the House and sent to the Senate,
would authorize physicians to prescribe promising exper-
imental treatments for patients with a terminal illness.
Specifically, the bill would apply to patients expected to
die within six months, and who have unsuccessfully tried
all other approved treatments. In such cases, physicians
would be allowed to help prescribe drugs or devices that

| have been approved in the First Phase of testing by the

U.S. Food and Drug Administration but not yet approved
for general use.

The House approved H 3706, which would require the
State Department of Health and Environmental Control to
develop a program to train and certify individuals to
administer.emergency shots of epinephrine, as from EpiP-
ens, to treat anyone experiencing life-threatening allergic
reactions. The bill would allow day care facilities, col-
leges, universities, restaurants, sports arenas and certain
other entities to get a prescription for EpiPens to have on
hand in case of emergencies. Anyone administering the
EpiPen would have to be trained and certified, and the
patient would have to be experiencing anaphylactic shock,
a dangerous allergic reaction, with symptoms that often
include difficulty breathing, loss of consciousness, low
blood pressure and sometimes heart failure.

H 4413, which 1 co-sponsored, would require desig-
nated “safe havens” for abandoned babies to display a
notice informing the public that it is a safe haven. It also
would expand the current law to babies up to 180 days
old. Current law allows someone to leave an infant up to
30 days old at designated locations, such as hospitals,

(Continued on page 13)
AP
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Capitol
(Continued from pg. 9)

police stations and Yir¢ sta-
tions, under certain circum-
stances without criminal pen-
alty. '

The S.C. Founding Prin-
ciples Act (H 3848), which I

§ co-sponsored,:- would require
.students to study. the princi-

yples that shaped the United
States. This instruction would
be incorporated into the
required study of the U.S.
Constitution and the S.C.
Social Studies Standards,
overseen by the State Board
of Education and State Over-
sight Committee. The bill
would require the instruction
to include, at a minimum, the
Federalist Papers, the struc-
ture of government, the role
of the separation of powers
and the freedoms guaranteed
by the Bill of Rights of the
U.S. Constitution. Another
bill, H 4150, would desig-
nate September 17 each year
as “United States Constitu-
tion Day,” in recognition of
the signing of the Constitu-
tion on Sept. 17, 1787.

In an effort to reverse the
decline of deer in our state, H
4943 would establish a new
deer tagging system requiring
hunters to tag every deer
taken. The state Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)
would be required to conduct
a four-year study on the sta-
tus of the deer population and
review the tagging program.
DNR also would be directed
to set up a coyote tagging and
bounty program to help
reduce coyotes in the state.
The agency would tag and
release at least three coyotes
in each of the four game
zones and then pay a bounty
of at least $1,000 for any
hunter who bagged the tagged

k

coyote.

Other bills approved by
the House and sent to the
Senate include:

H 4937, which would
re-establish the S.C. Educa-
tion and Economic Develop-
ment Coordinating Council
to implement a career path-
ways program in public
schools to help students learn
the skills needed to become a
trained workforce.

H 4938, a joint resolution
directing the S.C. Depart-
ment of Education to survey
college students pursuing
education degrees to deter-
mine if they would consider
teaching ‘in rural and eco-
nomically challenged school
districts and to find out what
incentives, if any, would
draw them to teach in rural
communities. The survey
results would be reported to
the General Assembly by
Dec. 1, 2016.

H 4939, which would

require the Department of
Education to develop a sys-
tem for providing technical,
financial and academic assis-
tance to underperforming
school districts; to monitor
underperforming . school
boards as well as the profes-
sional development of teach-
ers and staff; .and to establish
a committee to identify the
state’s obsolete education
laws.

H 4941, which would
require the Department of
Education to establish a state-
wide program for addressing
school districts with financial
problems.  The program
would need to address three
levels of concern: a fiscal
watch, a fiscal caution and a
fiscal emergency, with differ-
ing requirements.

H 5085, a resolution I
co-sponsored, recognizing

that abuse and neglect of chil-
dren is a significant problem
in our state; commending the
work of children’s advocacy
centers; and declaring Tues-
day, April 26, 2016 as Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center
Day.

H 4535, which would
repeal outdated state laws.
For instance, one law still on
the books forbids the opera-
tion of public dance halls on
Sunday, and another prohib-
its. minors under 18 from
playing pinball machines.

H 5020, which would
establish an annual South
Carolina Day of Service on
the third Saturday of May to
encourage state residents to
“roll up their sleeves and
lend a hand” to make a posi-
tive difference in our state.

H 3036, which would des-
ignate Jan. 17 each year as
“Eartha Kitt Day” in honor
of the internationally known
actress and singer, who was
born in the community of
North, South Carolina.

Thank you for the trust
that you have placed in me. 1
can be reached in Columbia
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays at 803-212-
6896. My Columbia address
is Rep. Pat Henegan, 333A
Blart, P.O. Box 11867,
Columbia, SC, 29211 or
pathenegan@schouse.gov.
On Mondays and Fridays,
you can reach me at 843-479-
7838. You may also call 843-
479-5622 to set up an
appointment o meet me on
Mondays or Fridays at my
Bennettsville office at the
Office of Veterans Affairs in
the D.D. McColl House, 300
West Main Street. The
address of my local office is
P.O. Box 41, Bennettsville,
SC 29512.




