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McMaster
didn'tkill
ethics,but
Haley's
doing her
best
LARRY MARTIN was

miffed.By means that
stillmystify me,the
Senate's Judiciary Com­

mittee chairman and other eth­
ics reformershad managed to
pull apoliticalLazarus, reviving
a year­long, left­for­deadethics
bill. They had workedthrough
culture­war measuresthat
blocked thebill's consideration
since February, andnowthe
Senate wason thesecond day of
debate.
Except it wasn't precisely the

year­long, left­for­dead ethics
bill. Itwas anarrower billthe
House had passedlast year,to
which Mr. Martin had con­
vinced his committee toattach a
larger reform measure.
And just asthe reformers

seemed finally tohave enough
votes andreformwas about to
be raisedfromthe dead, Demo­
crats had discoveredapotential­
ly fatal flaw:The original House
bill simply created anindepend­
ent paneltopolice legislators'
compliance withthe ethicslaw;
the larger amendmentdid that
but also requiredlegislators to
publicly report the sources of
their private income.
Both of those topicsclearly

fall under therubric of ethics
reform, so there was noproblem
with the amendmentfrom a
constitutional perspective; ifthe
Legislature managed topass it,

the Supreme Court would find
no fault.
But afewyears ago, theSen­

ate adopted arule that prohibits
adding anythingto abillthat is
not included inthe bill's sum­
mary. Incomedisclosure isn't
listed inthis bill's summary.
Although senators frequently
ignore violations ofthis rule,
Democrats were threateningto
object. Ifthey did,Lt.Gov. Hen­
ry McMasterwould have no
choice but torule the amend­
ment out oforder.
Not thinking itthrough, I

asked, "Howmany votes doesit
take tooverturnthe president's
ruling?"Justamajority,Sen.
Martin said, andhecontinued
before Icould embarrass myself
by askingmynext question.
"We can'tdothat," hesaid.
"That sets a horribleprece­
dent."
I was chagrined. Of course he

was right: It's lawlessto over­
turn a correctprocedural ruling
just because youdon'tlike it.
You mightas welljust throwout
all therules.
And who wouldsuggest doing

such athing?
Well, other thanDonald

Trump? OrGov. Nikki Haley?
Sen.Gerald Malloydid infact

raise the pointoforder, Mr.
McMaster didthe onlything an
honest person coulddo, and
Gov. Haley …well, sherespond­

ed like theNikki Haley we came
toknow inherfirst three years
inoffice. The Nikki Haley who
believes that thelaw appliesto
other people, tothe little people
I suppose, but nottoher.
She responded likethe Nikki

Haley who hadOccupy Colum­
biaprotesters arrested forvio­
lating lawsthat didnot exist,
and that shewouldn't have had
the authority toenforce even if
they did exist.The Nikki Haley
who directlydefied statelaw
and persuadedher political
party toput candidateson the
ballot who hadfailed toqualify,
indefiance of adirectorder
from thestate Supreme Court.
The Nikki Haley whoattempted
toorder the Legislature into
"special session"while it was
stillin regularsession, invio­
lation ofthe stateconstitution.
The Nikki Haley whorepeatedly
had tobecalled backinto line
by stateandfederal courts ­
leaving the taxpayers topickup
the billfor defending herlaw­
lessness.
Even ourroyal governor

knows shecan'treverse the
ruling of theSenate's presiding
officer­whichmight bewhy
she gotinto suchaheated argu­
ment Thursday as shetried to
tell Mr. McMaster howtorule.
Whatshe cando isrun toher

Facebook page and postatirade
against Mr. McMaster.Which
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she didafter her browbeating
failed tosway him. "Neverdid
we thinkthat this Lt.Governor
would help theSenate killin­
come disclosures," shewrote.
"We have foughtfor this for
fouryears because people de­
serve toknowwho pays their
elected officials….Income dis­
closure was killed byGerald
Malloyand HenryMcMaster.
There is nogood excusefor
what happened today."
No good excusefor Mr.

McMaster's ruling? Perhaps not
if youareunconcerned about
suchniceties asthe rule oflaw.
I doubt there'sanybody inthis

statewho is moreupset with
Henry McMaster's ruling than
Henry McMaster.Ethics reform
has beenapassionof hisat least
since the firsttimeheran for
lieutenant governor,back in
1990.And since Gov. Haley
appointed him andfellow form­
er attorneygeneralTravis Me­
dlock tolead herethics­reform
task forcefouryears ago, hehas
done farmore thanshehas to

advance the effort.
You canarguethat the Senate

rulesare toorestrictive, or that
they shouldbe changed. Butyou
can't argue that theyshould be
ignored. Atleast not ifyou have
any decency.
There never was much chance

that the Senatewould pass the
ethics reformswe needthis
year. Atthis point, probablythe
best wecan hope for isinde­
pendent oversight­although
that is nosmallthing. IfGov.
Haley truly wantstohelp, she
should leavelegislating ethicsto
people whobelieveindoing so
inan ethicalway.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
or at(803) 771­8571.

''NOGOODEXCUSEFORMR.MCMASTER'S
RULING?PERHAPSNOT

IFYOUARE
UNCONCERNEDABOUT
SUCHNICETIESASTHE
RULEOFLAW.
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Fitesa Simpsonville invests $52 million
for expansion to increase production
Move will create 38 new
jobs over next five years
SCOTT KEELER
DSKEELER@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Fitesa, a global de­
signer and manufactur­
er of non­woven fabrics
for hygiene, medical and
industrial markets, has
announced a $52 million
expansion to its existing
operations in Simpson­
ville. The expansion will
increase production ca­
pacity and is expected to
create 38 new jobs over
the next five years.
"It's another great

day in South Carolina as
we celebrate Fitesa and
its decision to expand in
Greenville County,"
Gov. Nikki Haley stated
in a press release. "With
global headquarters al­
ready established in the
Upstate, this $52 million

expansion and the 38
new jobs it will create
further show Fitesa's
fantastic commitment to
our state and our peo­
ple."

Fitesa was founded in
1973. Its products pro­
vide a variety of physi­
cal and aesthetic proper­
ties, including softness,
strength, abrasion resis­
tance and sustainability.
They are used in prod­
ucts such as baby dia­
pers.

The Simpsonville facil­
ity, which opened at 840
SE Main Street in 1990, is
one of the company's 11
plants in eight countries
across North and South

America, Europe and
Asia. Fitesa is adding
20,000 square feet to the
current 190,000­square
foot facilty. It will be mak­
ing infrastructure im­
provements and adding
equipment to increase
production of spunmelt
fabrics.
The latest expansion

comes after a $50 million
expansion in 2013 that cre­
ated 32 jobs. With this pro­
ject, Fitesa will have in­
vested more than a half
billion dollars in its Simp­
sonville facility.
"Fitesa has been an in­

tegral manufacturing
partner within the Green­
ville community for al­
most 30 years," Green­

ville County Council
Chairman Bob Taylor
said. "The company's
growth and continued ex­
pansion are a true testa­
ment to the County's
workforce and collabora­
tive spirit."
Fitesa expects the lat­

est expansion to be com­
pleted by the fourth quar­
ter of 2017 and hiring for
new positions will begin in
the spring of 2017.

"We are pleased to con­
tinue to grow our opera­
tions here and appreciate
the support of Greenville
County in making this an­
nouncement a reality," Fi­
tesa Global Marketing Di­
rector Ray Dunleavy said.
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SCOTT KEELER/STAFF
Fitesa has announced a $52 million expansion to its existing
operations in Simpsonville.
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Hearing
spotlights
transgender
bathroom
bill inSC
BY JAMIESELF
AND ANDREW SHAIN

jself@thestate.com
ashain@thestate.com
WhenDanielle Driscoll's

childcame outto heras
transgender andbegan tran­
sitioning last yearfrom fe­
male tomale, theywere in
the process ofmoving to
Columbia.
"Iwas really proudof

him,"saidDriscoll, recalling
how her13­year­oldson
started the schoolyear by
writing anote tohis new
teachers, explainingthat he

was transitioningand asking
ifthey would call him byhis
new nameand refer tohim
using male pronouns.
"That tookalotofcourage,

especially inabrand­new
school, andabrand­new
place,"Driscoll said."That
was kindof thestart. Itwas
like, 'OK, we're doing this.'"
Her sonplans totake an­

other stepby joining other
members ofthe transgender

community andtheir allies by
testifying Wednesday morn­
ingagainst aSenate billthat
would endtransgender men
andwomen using the bath­
rooms oftheir choice.
Afterthe hearing, more

thanadozen transgender
organizations are planningto
participate inarally outside
the StateHouse, organized
bythe Trans Student Alliance
at the Universityof South

Carolina.
The billsponsored bystate

Sen. Lee Bright, R­Spartan­
burg,has mobilized the
state's transgender commu­
nity alreadyenergized bya
similarlaw passedin North
Carolina last month.
Bright's billis "such a

bigger issue thanwhat rest­

SEETRANSGENDER,7A

TRANSGENDER
FROMPAGE1A
room you'reusing,"Dris­
collsaid. "Passing a bill
likethis feels likeit would
besaying, 'It'sOK tonot
beaccepting, andit's OKto
not allowhim tofeel safe
in hisenvironment.' "
Bright said he's con­

cerned more about the
safety ofwomen in rest­
rooms than thefeelings of
transgender menand wo­
men.
"Ifa(small percentage)

of thepopulation wants to
besomething that a major­
ity of thepopulation thinks
is strangeand abnormal,
that's theirbusiness," he
said. "You can'tforce peo­
ple toaccept something
like that."
Bright saidheplans to

have a topNorth Carolina
lawmaker testify Wednes­

day about hisstate's new
HB2 lawthat includes a
transgender bathroomban.
NorthCarolina House
Majority Leader Mike
Hager said seeing several
Southern states considering
similarlaws shows "it's
good policy."
Other testimony support­

ing thebill isbeing orga­
nized bythe Columbia­
based Palmetto Family
Council, which sentan
email blast Monday head­
lined, "Protect Our Chil­
dren in Restrooms and
Showers."
Family Councilpresident

Oran Smith said hehas
asked a lawyerwith Arizo­
na­basedAlliance Defend­
ing Freedom,which works
on religiousissues, topro­
vide a legalanalysis ofthe
bill at thehearing Wednes­

day. While no reports
about significant incidents
about men using women's
restrooms have beenre­
ported toS.C.authorities,
Smith said Bright's bill
"would headsomething
off."
Bright said he hopes to

finish testimony this week
so the billcould get a com­
mittee vote togo to the
Senate floor nextweek.
But opposition ismount­

ing. Thestate's top Repub­
lican, Gov. Nikki Haley,
calledthe billunnecessary.
StateSen. Joel Lourie, a
RichlandDemocrat who
willjoin Bright inpresiding
over thehearing Wednes­
day,said that "with allthe
bloodin myveinsand all
theoxygen in mybody,"he
wouldblock the proposal.
Bright'sbathroom bill

would, ifpassed, make
transgender studentsfeel
unsafe at school, said Greg
Green, a32­year­oldtrans­
gender manwho runsa
supportgroup for trans­
gender peopleat hisCo­
lumbia church.
"Whatit causes really is

alotof anxiety," said
Green, whoplans totestify
Wednesday."My concern
isthe outing."
ColumbiaMayor Steve

Benjamin saidheplansto
testifyWednesday about
theeconomic benefitsof
hiscity having anti­dis­
criminationordinances
basedon sexualorientation
andgender identity.
"Ibelievethat this bill

willcost the statemillions
in lostbusiness,"he said.
"Weonly have tolook as
faras NorthCarolina."
Gay,lesbian, bisexual
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and transgendersupporters
havecriticized North Car­
olina political leaders after
the passage ofbill that also
ended localordinance
providing protections
based onsexualorienta­
tion.

Lastweek, online pay­
ment provider Paypal
called offan expansionin
Charlotte,and rockstar
Bruce Springsteen canceled
a concertin Greensboro.
"There'snot aprice for

doing the right thing,"said
Hager, aRepublican from
Rutherfordton.
"My first role in office is

protecting citizens,not how
much business we can
get."

BRIGHTSAIDHE'S
CONCERNEDMORE
ABOUTTHE
SAFETYOF
WOMENIN
RESTROOMSTHAN
THEFEELINGSOF
TRANSGENDER
MENANDWOMEN.
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McMaster
didn'tkill
ethics,but
Haley's
doing her
best
CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE
LARRY MARTIN was

miffed.By means that
stillmystify me,the
Senate's Judiciary Com­

mittee chairman and other eth­
ics reformershad managed to
pull apolitical Lazarus, reviving
a year­long, left­for­deadethics
bill. They had workedthrough
culture­war measuresthat
blocked thebill's consideration
since February, andnowthe
Senate wason thesecond day of
debate.
Except it wasn't precisely the

year­long, left­for­dead ethics
bill. Itwas anarrower billthe
House had passedlast year,to
which Mr.Martin had con­
vinced his committee toattach a
larger reform measure.
And just asthe reformers

seemed finally tohave enough
votes andreformwas about to
be raisedfromthe dead, Demo­
crats had discoveredapotential­
ly fatal flaw:The original House
bill simply created anindepend­
ent paneltopolice legislators'
compliance withthe ethicslaw;
the larger amendmentdid that
but also requiredlegislators to
publicly report the sources of
their private income.
Both of those topicsclearly

fall under therubric of ethics
reform, so there was noproblem
with the amendmentfrom a
constitutional perspective; ifthe
Legislature managed topass it,
the Supreme Court would find

no fault.
But afew yearsago, theSen­

ate adopted arule that prohibits
adding anythingto abillthat is
not included inthe bill's sum­
mary. Incomedisclosure isn't
listed inthis bill's summary.
Although senators frequently
ignore violations ofthis rule,
Democrats were threateningto
object. Ifthey did,Lt.Gov. Hen­
ry McMasterwould have no
choice but torule the amend­
ment out oforder.
Not thinking itthrough, I

asked, "Howmany votes doesit
take tooverturnthe president's
ruling?" Justamajority,Sen.
Martin said, andhe continued
before I couldembarrass myself
by asking mynext question.
"We can'tdothat," hesaid.
"That sets a horribleprece­
dent."
I was chagrined. Ofcourse he

was right: It's lawlessto over­
turn a correctprocedural ruling
just because youdon'tlike it.
You mightas well justthrowout
all the rules.
And who wouldsuggest doing

such athing?
Well, other thanDonald

Trump? OrGov. Nikki Haley?
Sen. Gerald Malloydid infact

raise the point oforder, Mr.
McMaster didthe onlything an
honest person coulddo, and
Gov. Haley …well, sherespond­
ed like theNikki Haley we came

toknow inherfirstthree years
inoffice. The Nikki Haley who
believes that thelaw appliesto
other people, tothe little people
I suppose, but nottoher.
She responded likethe Nikki

Haley who hadOccupy Colum­
biaprotesters arrested forvio­
lating laws that didnot exist,
and that shewouldn't have had
the authority toenforce even if
they did exist.The Nikki Haley
who directlydefied statelaw
and persuadedher political
party toput candidateson the
ballot who hadfailed toqualify,
indefiance of adirectorder
from thestate Supreme Court.
The Nikki Haley whoattempted
toorder the Legislature into
"special session"while it was
stillinregular session, invio­
lation ofthe stateconstitution.
The Nikki Haley whorepeatedly
had tobecalled backinto line
by stateandfederal courts ­
leaving the taxpayers topickup
the billfor defending herlaw­
lessness.
Even ourroyal governor

knows shecan'treverse the
ruling of theSenate's presiding
officer ­ whichmight bewhy
she gotinto suchaheated argu­
ment Thursday as shetried to
tell Mr.McMaster howtorule.
Whatshe cando isrun toher

Facebook page and postatirade
against Mr.McMaster.Which
she didafter herbrowbeating
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failed tosway him. "Neverdid
we thinkthat this Lt.Governor
would help theSenate killin­
come disclosures," shewrote.
"We have foughtfor this for
four years because people de­
serve toknowwho pays their
elected officials ….Income dis­
closure was killed byGerald
Malloyand HenryMcMaster.
There is nogood excusefor
what happened today."
No good excusefor Mr.

McMaster's ruling? Perhaps not
if youareunconcerned about
suchniceties asthe rule oflaw.
I doubt there'sanybody inthis

statewho is moreupset with
Henry McMaster's ruling than
Henry McMaster.Ethics reform
has beenapassionof hisat least
since the firsttimeheran for
lieutenant governor,back in
1990.And since Gov. Haley
appointed him andfellow form­
er attorneygeneralTravis Me­
dlock tolead herethics­reform
task forcefour years ago, hehas
done farmore thanshehas to
advance the effort.
You canarguethat the Senate

rulesare toorestrictive, or that
they shouldbe changed. Butyou
can't arguethat theyshould be

ignored. Atleast not ifyou have
any decency.
There never was much chance

that the Senatewould pass the
ethics reformswe needthis
year. Atthis point, probablythe
best wecan hope for isinde­
pendent oversight­although
that is nosmallthing. IfGov.
Haley truly wantstohelp, she
should leavelegislating ethicsto
people whobelieveindoing so
inan ethicalway.

Ms. Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803) 771­8571.

''NOGOODEXCUSEFORMR.MCMASTER'S
RULING?PERHAPSNOT
IFYOUARE
UNCONCERNEDABOUT
SUCHNICETIESASTHE
RULEOFLAW.
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