
Governor becomes central
figure of Senate 33 race

BY TOM O'DARE
TOM.ODARE@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
The intensity of the race

for the state District 33 Sen­
ate seat between incum­
bent Luke Rankin and chal­
lenger Scott Pyle picked up
Friday with S.C. Governor

Nikki Haley being the key
figure.
Rankin and Pyle are

squaring off in the June 14
Republican primary.
Haley addressed a large

group of supporters for Pyle

See DISTRICT 33 RACE, Page 3A
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at a Carolina Forest restaurant,
saying she was throwing her
support behind Pyle because
he is a bigger proponent of Re­
publican values than Rankin.
"If you want to vote for a Re­

publican, vote for Scott," she
said. "If you want to vote for a
Democrat, vote for Luke. He
used to be a Democrat and he
still votes the same way."
The governor said Rankin

has challenged her on issues
such as ethics reform and re­
jecting Common Core educa­
tion standards.
"Luke is the chairman of the

Senate Ethics Committee and
he's fought our efforts for ethics
reform," Haley added.
Taking a jab at Rankin's 24­

year tenure in Columbia, Haley
said she supported Pyle's stand
on term limits.

Pyle said in addition to the
proposals mentioned by Haley,
he will work to bring money
back to Horry County for con­
gested roads such as U.S. 501.
"I will be accessible to every­

one in this district and promise
to serve with a personal touch
with the people of District 33 al­
ways in mind," he added.
Just a few minutes after Pyle's

lunchtime gathering, Rankin
held a press conference nearby
to announce that Horry County
Council Chairman Mark
Lazarus will the chairman for
his Senate campaign.
Rankin and Lazarus were

joined by state representatives
Alan Clemmons, Kevin Hardee
and Jeff Johnson.
Lazarus said he's known

Rankin for years and is hum­
bled and honored to lead his
campaign efforts.

"And I'm profoundly disap­
pointed by the attacks on Luke
from our governor," he added.
"The governor is mad at Luke
because she can't control him."
Clemmons said he wasn't

scheduled to address the press
conference but had to address
his concerns that Haley's Polit­
ical action committee is
spending hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars to unseat
elected Republicans.
"The governor went to New

York to raise thousands of dol­
lars to unseat elected Horry
County officials," he said. "I
don't want New York­based
PACs to be the rule of the day
in Horry County."
Rankin used the occasion to

counter Haley's accusations.
He said despite what Haley is

telling everyone, he did vote
against Common Core and

he's actually supported a
stronger ethics reform package
than what she proposed.
Rankin said the governor is

out of touch with the people,
especially those in Horry
County.

"She didn't support our
farmers and she overrode the
tourism development fee that
provides tax relief for the resi­
dents of Myrtle Beach," he said.
As to her calling him a De­

mocrat, Rankin shrugged and
said, "Consider the source.
She's entitled to her opinion,
not to the facts."
Rankin said his top priority

for the next session of the Gen­
eral Assembly would be
"roads, roads, roads. We
haven't had the infusion of
money for our roads like we
need."
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TOM O'DARE | THE HERALD
Scott Pyle, candidate for the District 33 Senate seat, is joined by Gov. Nikki Haley.

TOM O'DARE | THE HERALD
Incumbent state Sen. Luke Rankin, left, announced that Horry County Council Chairman Mark Lazarus, right,
will be the chairman for his Senate campaign.
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Tourism tax not likely headed for referendum
MB mayor, council members want to decide future of fee
BY TOM O'DARE
TOM.ODARE@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
The first time the tourism tax was

approved in Myrtle Beach nearly 10
years ago, it was the Myrtle Beach
City Council that gave it a thumbs
up.
And with the approval of the South

Carolina General Assembly last
week, the city council can again put
it in place for another 10 years when
it expires in 2009.
The charge ­ also called the

tourism development fee ­ is a 1
percent tax imposed in the city of

Myrtle Beach on prepared foods, re­
tail sales, accommodations and
mixed liquor drinks. The tax expires
in 2019 and had to be renewed by
the state legislature to continue.
The TDF only affects counties that

receive at least $14 million in accom­
modations taxes each year.
That means the tax currently ap­

plies to only municipalities in Horry
County and Myrtle Beach is the only
city using it.

After the first year the tax was in
place, the Myrtle Beach Area Cham­
ber of Commerce received 80 per­
cent of the tax revenues for out­of­
market tourism programs and the
city could use the remaining 20 per­
cent for property tax rollbacks and
new tourism infrastructure projects.
That rollback means an 80 percent
tax cut for permanent residents on
their homes in the city.

See TOURISM TAX, Page 3A
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When the legislature origi­
nally approved the tourism tax,
it gave the affected cities two
options to put in place: ap­
prove it by a supermajority of
the city council or put the tax to
a vote in a referendum for the
city residents.
The Myrtle Beach City Coun­

cil chose to make the decision
itself rather that let the voters
decide.
When the General Assembly

passed the renewal legislation
this session, it left the same re­
quirements in that were in the
original law to put the tax in
place.
Gov. Nikki Haley vetoed the

bill, saying she felt implement­
ing any tax should only be de­
cided by the people, not by city
councils.
Last week, the General As­

sembly overwhelmingly over­
rode Haley's veto, much to the
delight of local elected officials
and chamber president Brad
Dean.
Dean said the fee came at a

time when the economy was
not doing well and Myrtle
Beach needed an extra boost to
keep up with other tourist des­
tinations.
"The revenue from the fee

has been instrumental in pro­
pelling us to top positions for
visitors each year and continu­
ing it will help bring us closer to
our goal of 20 million visitors to
the Grand Strand each year," he
said.
Myrtle Beach Mayor John

Rhodes said he favors enacting
the TDF again by supermajori­
ty of the council rather than
putting it to a referendum.

Rhodes said many of the
people who live here now
weren't here when the fee first
went into place and don't
know it's the reason for their
lower taxes.
"We'd have to educate every­

one on the merits of the fee be­
fore the vote," he said. "I'd
rather have the guarantee of
the council voting on it than
risk it not passing in a referen­
dum."
Rhodes added that just be­

cause the city is doing well with
bringing in more visitors, it
can't let up now and the TDF is
a big factor in keeping the city's
name out there.
Councilman Michael Chest­

nut concurred with Rhodes in
leaning toward having the
council make the decision on
the fee again.

"The voters elected me to be
their voice to make such deci­
sions," Chestnut said. "I look at
it that the voters have already
made their decision on this
matter."
State Rep. Alan Clemmons,

R­Myrtle Beach, was a co­
sponsor of the bill to renew the
TDF.
He said he was pleased that

both sides of the General As­
sembly overwhelmingly
agreed to go against the gover­
nor.
"Once everyone in Columbia

realized this was just as much
about tax relief, then they
whole­heartedly agreed with
it," Clemmons said.
Rhodes said there's no im­

mediate timeline for the coun­
cil to take up the TDF, as long as
it's done before it expires.
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Four vying for open Senate 34 seat
BY TOM O'DARE
TOM.ODARE@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Four Republicans are squaring off in next
week's GOP primary for the Senate District
34 seat that's currently held by Sen. Ray
Cleary.
Cleary decided not to run for re­election

this year.
District 34 takes in much of the coastal re­

gion from the southern part of Horry County
down to the McClellanville area of
Charleston County.
State Rep. Stephen Goldfinch, Horry

County attorney Reese Boyd, Pawleys Island
businessman Joe Ford and retired Horry
County resident Dick Withington will be on
the June 14 ballot.
Goldfinch says that roads are at the top of

his priority list should he move over to the
Senate side of the General Assembly next
session.
"Roads are at the top of everybody's

minds across the state, from residents to big
businesses," he said. "When Michelin tells
South Carolina they're not going to expand
their operations here until the state roads
are improved, something needs to be done
now."
Goldfinch said his second top platform

item is improving education in South Car­
olina.
He said the state needs to get over the

mindset that every student has to go to a
four­year college.
"We need to improve our vocational

school system for those who aren't going to
college," he added. "There are some very
good paying jobs that don't require a college
degree. There's nothing wrong with being a
pipefitter or welder."
Last week, Gov. Nikki Haley came out in

support of his opponent Boyd, specifically
targeting defeating Goldfinch.
Goldfinch said he was surprised that

Haley came out so strong against him.
"We've agreed on 99 percent of the issues

since she's been governor," he said. "But we
disagreed on the issue of the gas tax and

funding infrastructure."
He said the governor seems to have been

distracted lately in doing her job.
"The governor has been very disappoint­

ing over the last year," Goldfinch said. "Our
governor seems to have been looking for an­
other job lately and not looking after our
state."
Boyd, on the other hand, said he was

pleased to have the governor's backing and
he feels that the people of District 34 will
take that to mean she's picked a real conser­
vative to serve in the state Senate.
Boyd said his main focus if elected to the

seat will be to bring the Senate back in line
with the wishes of the people of South Car­
olina.
"For years, a small group of senators or

even one person can block legislation com­
ing through that body and that's not right,"
he said. "I think we can get enough new
blood in the Senate to bring more trans­
parency to that chamber and provide legis­
lation the way it's supposed to be done."
Boyd added that passing true ethics re­

form is also a very high priority for him.
"It shouldn't take four years to try and get

an ethics reform bill through," he said. "With
more transparency and true ethics reform,
other needs such as improving roads, infra­
structure and education will come about."
Ford also believes that providing a true

ethics reform in the state is the first step in
getting all other things done in the General
Assembly.
He said the public doesn't trust the state

legislature any more.
"We cannot have better roads, schools or

government if we do not have meaningful
ethical reform which is open for public re­
view," Ford said. "Anyone who is opposed to
this type of ethical reform should not be
trusted to represent you."
Withington is also running as a Republi­

can candidate for Horry County Council
District 4 against incumbent Gary Loftus.
He was charged in March with offering to

take money from Loftus in return for drop­
ping out of the race against the incumbent.
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S.C. Dems:Trumpisa'threat';
withdraw yourendorsements
BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA
SouthCarolina's top

Democrat iscalling onelect­
ed Republicans torescind
their endorsementsof Don­
ald Trump, saying Wednes­
day that the presumptive
GOP nominee is aracist and
xenophobe, inpart dueto
his race­based attackson a
Hispanicjudge.
Duringanewsconfer­

ence, party ChairmanJaime
Harrison saidthat,while he
respects Republicans and
their party, hedoesn't un­
derstandhow officials in­
cludingGov. Nikki Haley
cancondemnTrump's divi­
siverhetoric, yet saythey
stillfeelhe's the bestchoice
tobepresident.
"To saythese typesof

remarks, andthenconstant­
lydefend them, is disqual­
ifyingfor apresidential
candidate, period," Harrison
said,adding that a President
Trumpwould put thecoun­
try"in peril."
Trump hasbeen indam­

age control modeamid the
controversy over his stance
that U.S. District JudgeGon­
zalo Curiel couldn'tpreside
fairly over acase involving
Trump University because
of what Trumpcalled his
Mexican heritage.Trump
wants tobuildawallbe­

tween theU.S. and Mexico
to keepMexican migrants
from illegally crossingthe
border.
Illinois Sen.Mark Kirk has

already takenbackhis en­
dorsement of Trump, and
House Speaker Paul Ryan
called thecomments "rac­
ist."
One byone, Harrison on

Wednesday calledout more
thanhalf a dozen elected
Republicans inSouthCar­
olina, someof whom have
offered lukewarm endorse­
ments of Trumpas other
GOP candidates left the
race.
Thatlist included Repub­

lican TimScott, the first
black U.S.senator from the
DeepSouth sinceRecon­
struction.Scott, who previ­
ouslysupported Marco Ru­
bio, hascalled Trump's
comments"racially toxic,"
yet saidhe'llstillsupport the
party's nominee.
Italso featured Haley,

who hassaidshewould back
theeventual Republican
nominee,which she hoped
wouldbe Rubioand then,
after hisdeparture, U.S. Sen.
TedCruz.
Lastweek, Haley saidshe

wished Trumpcommunicat­
ed differently because bad

thingsresult fromdivisive
rhetoric,as evidencedby
last June'sCharleston mas­
sacre.Haley saiddivisive
speechmotivatedDylann
Rooftogun down nineblack
parishioners at historicEma­
nuelAME Church.Police
have saidthe white22­year­
oldcharged withtheir kill­
ingswanted tostart arace
war.
Harrison saidthat only

U.S.Sen. Lindsey Graham
hasout­and­out refused to
supportacandidate who
Harrison said "playsfootsie
with the world's worstre­
gimes."
Graham, who once com­

pared choosing between
Trump and Cruzto"being
shot or poisoned," hassaid
he'll supportneither the
billionaire businessman nor
presumptive Democratic
nominee HillaryClintonin
the generalelection. This
week, Graham toldThe New
York Times that Trump's
comments about Curiel
represented "themost un­
American thingfrom apolit­
ician since JoeMcCarthy."
He also added: "Ifanybody
was looking foran off­ramp,
this is probably it."
The Trump campaign did

not immediately respondto
an email seeking comment.
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Haley signs
billfunding
billions for
roadsby
borrowing
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Gov. Nikki Haley reluc­

tantly signed legislation
Wednesday that will let the
state borrow $2.2 billionto
jump­start improvements to
South Carolina's deteriorat­
ing roads, sayingshedid so
only because its so­called
reforms are betterthan
nothing.
The Republican governor

saidthe law provides astep
forward inhighwayfunding
and marginal improvements
tothe Department of Trans­
portation's governance.
"To claim this lawas

anything close toavictory,
torepresent it inany wayas
a truesolution toourinfra­
structure problems" would
be deceivingthepublic, she
saidin aletterto legislative
leaders shesentalong with
the signed law.
The bill allowingfor $2.2

billion inborrowingover 10
years for infrastructureis
funded with$200million
annually inexisting fees and
vehicle sales taxes.Depart­
ment of Transportation
Secretary Christy Hall has
saidthat frees upother

money the agency canuse
to replacebridges and pave
roads, allowing morethan
$4 billion worth of total
work.
Haley criticized the be­

hind­the­scenes negotia­
tions of thecompromise
approved inthe legislative
session's final days.
Senators passed their plan

late May 31, hoursafter
House Speaker JayLucas
took thepodium toblast
senators for their inaction
and Haley fornot demand­
ing avote.The Housegave

final approval aday later.
Lucas saidWednesday the

governor mayhave gotten
better reformifshe'd en­
gaged inthefinal negotia­
tions as herequested.
"The Housenever sug­

gested that these DOTre­
form measureswere perfect
and westand by ourcom­
mitment tofinding along­
term, sustainablefunding
stream topermanentlyfix
our roads,"saidLucas,R­
Hartsville.

SEE ROADS,6A
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ROADS
SenatePresidentPro Tem

HughLeatherman hasre­
peatedlycalled his borrow­
ingproposal astep inad­
dressing thestate's crum­
bling highways­not afix.
The DOThassaidit needs

an additional$1.5 billion
annually overseveral de­
cadestobring the nation's
fourth­largest highwaysys­
temtogood condition.
"Iappreciatethe gover­

nor's signature andunder­
stand herfrustration," said
HouseAssistant Majority
LeaderGary Simrill, R­Rock
Hill,who hasled the
House's road­funding ef­
fortssince fall2014.
Whenfacedwith the pros­

pect ofthat effort dying,"do
youwait andtell the people

ofSouth Carolinathat no,
there willbeno roadsfix
over thenext 12 months,or
that this isincremental pro­
gress?"hesaid."Youhave a
shot inthearm todilapi­
datedroads."
Haley'sinsistence that she

wouldveto anything in­
creasing thestate's 16­
cents­per­gallon gas tax
stymiedprevious highway­
fundingefforts.Afterwin­
ningre­election, Haley said
shecouldsupport an in­
creaseunder certain condi­
tions.
Butthose conditions

seemedtoonly furthercom­
plicate theprocess.
Lastyear,the session

ended withafilibuster by
senators whooppose in­

creasing gastaxesun­
changed since1987.Like
Haley,they insisted onfirst
restructuring thetrans­
portationagency togive the
governor'soffice more over­
sight beforesendingit more
money.
The lawincludes lead­

ership changes, but Haley
callsthem"little morethan
window dressing."
Sen.Tom Davis,who

filibustered last year but
liked the borrowing proposal
that didn't raise taxes, said
he votedagainst thecom­
promise because it managed
to makeabadsystem worse.
The law removesHaley's
ability toappoint theagen­
cy's secretary andkeeps a
commission shewanted

abolished. Currently, Hall
answers tobothHaley and
the commission.
The law that takes effect

July 1 gives thegovernor
input inselecting alleight
commissioners, but legisla­
tors stillmust approvethem
through amulti­step pro­
cess. Commissioners would
again hire the DOTsecre­
tary. Thegovernor has ap­
pointed the secretary since
legislators last restructured
the agency in2007.
Without anew law, the

agency would have reverted
to its pre­2007 governance
that gave the governor's
office no controland didnot
require a statewidepri­
oritization of projects.
Haley saidthat's the only
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reason shesigned it.
"So let us allbehonest

about what we accom­
plished inthis bill:incre­
mental and incomplete
reform, or put adifferent
way, far less thanthepeople
of SouthCarolina both ex­
pect and deservefromus."

''TOCLAIMTHISLAW
ASANYTHING
CLOSETOA
VICTORY...ASA
TRUESOLUTIONTO
OUR
INFRASTRUCTURE
PROBLEMSWOULD
BEDECEIVINGTHE
PUBLIC.
Gov. Nikki Haley, in a letter
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Haleysigns loan
forgiveness for
SC State into law
SouthCarolina State

University isofficially
freeof $12millionin
stateloans,butit must
repayaseparate,
$6millionloanover the
next16 years.
Gov.Nikki Haley

signed theterms into
lawTuesdaywithout
fanfare.
Thelawforgives

$8millionnext year,
then$2millioneach in
thefollowingtwoyears,
providedS.C. State's
financeskeep improv­
ing.Theuniversitymust
makeyearlypaymentsof
$355,000onthe other
loan.Stateofficialsap­
proved bothloansin
2014.
Lawmakersthink eras­

ingthe debtwillhelp the
state's onlypublic his­
toricallyblack university
keep itsaccreditation.
S.C.State'saccrediting

agencywill decidethe
college'sfatelaterthis
month.Followingyears
ofprobation, itsaccred­
itationwill eitherbe
restoredor pulled. That
wouldforce the
120­year­oldcollegein
Orangeburgtoclose.

­ ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SC Democrats
call on Haley,
otherGOPleaders
to dumpTrump

S.C. Democratic Party
chairman Jaime Harrison on
Wednesday calledout the
state's Republican leaders,
includingGov. Nikki Haley,
for supportingDonald
Trump'spresidential bid
despite the real­estate mo­
gul's controversialrhetoric.
"It hasbeen obvious since

very earlyin thispresidential
campaign that Donald Trump
is aracist,abigot,axeno­
phobe, and amisogynist who
playsfootsiewith the world's
worst regimesandadvocates
committing war crimes,"
Harrison saidinapress
conference at theparty's
Columbia headquarters.
Harrison noted someelect­

ed S.C. officials publicly have
objected toTrump'scom­
ments andcalled onthemto
withdraw theirsupport for
the presumptive GOPpresi­
dential nominee.
"Gov. Haley hasmadeher

objections toDonald Trump
very clearonmany occa­
sions," Haleyspokeswoman
Chaney Adams responded.

­ AVERY G. WILKS
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FIXINGOURROADS

Haley signs
roadsplan
with
Malfunction
Junctionfix
...................................................................

Plan alsowillpaytoreplace
nearly400bridges
...................................................................

But Haleyexpresses
disappointment withlaw's
reformstoTransportation
Department

BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
Gov. Nikki Haley signeda

$4 billionroad­and­bridge
spending planThursday that
includes repairing Malfunction
Junction inRichland andLex­
ingtoncounties.
ButHaley saidfinding a long­

term road­repair solutionagain
will bethe No. 1priority when
lawmakers returnto Columbia

for the 2017legislative session.
Thisyear'sspending proposal is
"notof themagnitude or sus­
tainability" toaddress the long­
term needsof thestate's high­
way system,shesaid.
Haley also saidreformsto the

stateTransportation Depart­
ment's structure,which arepart

of thenew law, are inadequate.
Afteragas­tax hikeproposal

died intheSenate earlier this
year,lawmakers approved the
stopgap spending plan, includ­
ingmoney torepairMalfunction

SEEROADS,2A

ROADS
FROMPAGE1A
Junction,the state's No. 1
roadspriority since2008.
Easing congestion on

the area's roadwayswill
growjobs andthe econo­
my, saidstateRep. James
Smith, D­Richland,who
representsaportionof
MalfunctionJunction,
where upto133,600 vehi­
clestravel every day. It
also will increasesafety –
reducing crashes and
savinglives,Smith said.
Untangling the 14 miles

of interstate, 12inter­
changes and19 bridgesof
MalfunctionJunction
couldcost upto$1.5 bil­
lion, according toprelimi­

naryestimates by the
Transportation Depart­
ment. The statealready
hasset aside nearly $93
million for theproject.
The roadsand bridges

of MalfunctionJunction
were builtduringthe
1960s. Improvements
were madeduringthe
1970s and1980s asthe
area grew.
Now,thousands more

commuters–fromChapin,
Dutch Fork, Irmo,Lexing­
ton,St. Andrews and the
north shoreof Lake Mur­
ray –use Malfunction
Junction dailytotravel to
downtown Columbia.
StateRep. Rick Quinn,

R­Lexington, who also

representsapartof Mal­
function Junction,said
travelerscommuting in
the areahave todouble
the timethat it should
take toget toandfrom
work. "It'sjust areal
mess."
However, Quinn,a

Haley ally,saidhehad
mixed emotionsabout the
road­repair bill.
"I'mvery excitedthat

the No. 1 priority …is
funded and isslated tobe
fixedfinally. But I'malso
very concernedthat we
didn't get the reformwe
wanted."
'OURBUSINESS IS
UNFINISHED'
The planalso includes

replacingnearly 400
bridgesacross the state
and givingthe governor
more controlover the
stateTransportation De­
partment.
The changesto the

structure of theTrans­
portation Department
emerged last weekafter
S.C. HouseSpeaker Jay
Lucas calledon theSenate
and Haleyto pass the
then­stalled proposal.
However,inherletterto

lawmakers,Haleysaida
long­termroad­repairsolu­
tion,includingmoreTrans­
portationDepartment
reforms,stillisneeded.
"Iam confident that,

once again,roads willbe
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at the topof ouragenda"
in2017, Haley wrote."It
hasto be.Ourbusiness is
unfinished."
Most legislatorssay a

long­termroad­repair
solutionwill require in­
creasing the state's 16.75­
cent­a­gallongas tax, the
third lowestinthe nation,
topay for repairs.
Lucas,R­Darlington,

whose Housepassed a
gas­tax increase last year
topay for roadrepairs bya
87­20 vote,saidhis cham­
beragain would support a
long­termsolution.
"(W)estand by our

commitment tofinding a
long­term, sustainable
funding streamtoperma­
nently fix ourroads,"
Lucas said.
The S.C. Chamber of

Commerce applauded
Haley for signing theplan.
"(T)hisbill is farfrom

perfect andfalls woefully
shortof asustainable,
long­termsolution toa
problem that hasplagued
ourstate fortoo long,"
saidchamber president
Ted Pitts, aformer Haley
chief ofstaff.

'FARLESSTHAN THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA ... DESERVE'
Haley expressed dis­

appointment inthe new
law'srestructuring of the
commission that oversees
DOT.
"In the waninghours of

a two­year legislative
session, a dealwas cut,
out ofthe publiceye, and
a new planappeared in
the Senate,"Haley wrote
inalettertolawmakers.
"It had notbeen studied.
Ithad not beenvetted. ...
"So letus all behonest

about what weaccom­
plishedin thisbill: in­
cremental andincomplete
reform or,put adifferent
way, far lessthan the
people ofSouth Carolina
both expect anddeserve
fromus."
Whilethelawallows

HaleytoappointDOT
commissioners,Haleysaid
thelaw'sconfirmation­and­
removalprocessforcom­
missionersis"deeply
flawed."
The law saysthat:
A Eight Transportation

Department commission­
ers will beappointed by
the governor,onefrom
each congressional district
and oneat large
A Thoseappointments

will beapproved or reject­
edbythe legislative dele­
gations fromthe affected
congressional district

A The appointments

thenwill bescreenedby
the JointTransportation
Review Committee
A The appointments

thenwill beconfirmed by
the stateSenate
A TheTransportation

Department'ssecretarywill
beselectedbythecommis­
sionwiththeadviceand
consentoftheSenate
Criticssaytheproposalis

flawedbecausethegover­
norcannotremoveTrans­
portationcommissioners
withoutapprovalfrom
legislatorsfromtheaffect­
edcongressionaldistrict.
Also, iflegislators do

not approveacommis­
sioner's appointment
within 45 days,it is reject­
ed. Thatallows lawmakers
toreject acommissioner
without publicly voting,
critics say.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 06/09/2016

Haley signs roadsplan with Malfunction Junctionfix
BY CASSIE COPE ccope@thestate.com
58.12 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 2

67012-06-09_1003.pdf

County: Richland



DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY NEXTWEEK

Challenger aimsto oust
veteran Richland sheriff
Lott has ledoffice 20 years;
Flowersis aformerSLED agent
BY GLENLUKE FLANAGAN
AND CLIF LEBLANC
gflanagan@thestate.com,
cleblanc@thestate.com
Afteraroughandtumble

couple of yearsas Richland
Countysheriff, Leon Lottis
seeking a sixthterm,facinga
challenger forthe firsttime in
eight years.
Lott hastwice tangled pub­

liclywith the governor,been
the focusof criticism for in­
vestigating his owndeputies
andwithstood theglare of the
national spotlight when oneof
his officerswasfilmed man­
handling adisruptive high

schoolstudent.
Atthe same time, the hom­

icide rate hasbeen climbing,
andgun andgang violence,
escalating –all asscrutiny of
police mounts.
Former StateLaw Enforce­

ment Division agentJames
Flowersis angling toknock
Lott outTuesday of the office
Lott hasheld for 20 years–
andfrom thestate's largest
sheriff's department, where

Lott hasworked for41 years.
Both men areDemocrats

andthere is noRepublican
challenger inthefall.
Atits core, Flowers' cam­

paign isbased onofferinga
freshface onacandidate with
littleadministrative experience
instead of atested andocca­
sionally bruisedveteranwith a
knackfor grabbing headlines.

WHO THEY ARE
Flowers, 43,saidheknew in

highschool that hewanted to

SEESHERIFF,7A

MOREINSIDE

Read The Stateeditorialboard''s
endorsement in the Democratic primary
forRichlandCountysheriff, PAGE 2C

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: Watchvideofrom
Tuesday's debate

SHERIFF
FROMPAGE1A
go into lawenforcement.
His moment ofclarity
cameone nightonarural
Georgiaroad.
He andhis dadwere

driving home inasporty
PontiacSunbird convert­
ibleafter taking Flowers'
sistertocollege. A deputy
whipped hiscruiser
around and pulledthem
over.
"That singletraffic stop

changed mylife," Flowers
said."Meand mydadgot
profiled."
Flowers' eyesstillflash

with resentment over the
way thedeputytalked to
andtreated his father,a
Norfolk Southern railroad
company employeewho

was andremains Flowers'
hero. "I'm17.I'm impres­
sionable," Flowersrecalls.
"Thestory stillpissesme
offwhen I tell it," hesaid,
pausing tocontrol his
emotions.
The onlyexplanation

the deputyoffered ashe
tossed thelicense and
registration intohis fa­
ther'slap was that he
pulled the carbecause the
fog lights weretoo bright.
"I've alwaysbeen the

guy who hadto fightthe
bully," saidthe 6­foot­2,
now300­poundformer
Gamecock defensiveend.
"I've neverbeenable to
sit back andwatchin­
justice."
Flowersaccepted a

scholarship in1991 toplay
football at theUniversity
of SouthCarolina, where
hereceived adegree in
criminaljustice. He later
tookajobat the state
Department of Probation,
Parole andPardon Servic­
es whilenow­Columbia
MayorSteve Benjamin
was its director.They had
metin college.
Flowersjoined SLED in

2005 andleft last year to
challengeLott. He held a
rangeof positions, in­
cluding investigatorof
officer­involved shootings.
InOctober, helaunched
hisfirst runfor elected
office,adoor­to­door
grassroots operation.
Lott,62, isfinishing his

fifthterm. If re­elected,he
saidheplans torun again.
"I've demonstratedIcan
lead this department. I
stilllove every minuteof
it."
He workedhis way

throughthe ranksexcept
for afour­year hiatus after
aformer sherifffiredhim.
Lott,anativeof Aiken,
thentookajobas police
chief intheCalhoun
Countytown of St. Mat­
thews toget experienceas
an administrator.He re­
turnedto defeat hisex­
boss, Allen Sloan,in1996.
Lott hasnot faceda

serious opponent ineach
of hisfour consecutive
races.In 2008, hebeathis
challenger, an African­
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American, inthe Demo­
craticprimary bytaking
81 percent ofthe vote.
Lott hasabachelor's

degreeinsociology and a
master'sincriminal jus­
tice, both fromUSC.
He hasbuiltan agency

with aforensic labthat's
internationally accredited,
an arsenalof high­tech
andmilitary­style equip­
ment,an in­house citizen
review paneltowatchdog
officer misconductand a
rangeof court­diversion
programsfor children who
might beheaded for trou­
blewith the law.

OFFICER­INVOLVED
SHOOTINGS
Officer­involved shoot­

ingshave been a focal
point inthis electionfor
onereason –thesheriff's
department is the only
localagency inSouth
Carolina that investigates
its ownshootings rather
thanallow SLED todo
them.
Lott madethe changein

2014,and hascome under
fire byGov. Nikki Haley,
as wellas somelegislators
who wanttomake SLED
investigations statelaw.
Flowerssupports the

way SLEDinvestigates
police officers, even
thoughmedia accounts
have questioned their
credibility, includingal­
lowing policetime tocol­
lect theirthoughts before
providing official accounts
of ashooting.
Most recently,aseries

inThe Washington Post
haschallenged whether
someS.C. caseswere
mishandled.
The Postreported that

duringquestioning under
oath byan defenseat­
torney,Flowers saidthat
hedidn't see aneed togo
back andreview a2008

officer­involved shooting
that killed a Kershaw
Countywoman –which he
investigated–beforepre­
senting it toprosecutors.
The attorney pointed out
that the officerssaidthey
saw eitheramuzzle flash
or smokefrom arifle they
saidthe woman pointedat
them.Itturned outto bea
BB gun, whichdoes not
produce aflash.
The newspaper also

challenged Flowers' thor­
oughness beforesigning
offon hisreport. Flowers
told thedefense attorney
that hedid not readall
files intheSLED investi­
gation –suchas those
detailing fingerprint and
firearmsdata. Hesaid it
was sufficienttoget a
synopsis of eachfile from
agents whocompiled
them.
Inan interview with The

Statenewspaper, Flowers
defendedhis handling of
the case,and saidit met
SLED'sstandard ofqual­
ity.
Flowersalso criticized a

2007 shooting byaRich­
land Countydeputythat
heinvestigated for SLED.
He told TheState this

weekthat 5thCircuit So­
licitor DanJohnson took
the evidence Flowers
compiled andfound the
deputydid notviolate the
law. Flowerstoldthe
newspaper the evidence
supported at least aman­
slaughtercharge.
ButaJan.11, 2011,letter

fromthe solicitor's office
toFlowersshows that the
office of then­chiefprose­
cutorBarney Gieseclear­
ed the deputy.Johnson
was sworninto that posi­
tion thenext day.
Johnson joinedthe sher­

iff's department in2002
andmoved upto become
Lott'sNo. 2 deputyin

2008 beforebeing elected
solicitor.
"For him toget the

details wrongonashoot­
ingthat he investigated
shows howreckless and
lazy heis," Johnsontold
the newspaper.
Lott argueshis depart­

ment doeswhat many
large police agenciesdo.
He saidcounty residents
have not objected tohis
in­houseinvestigations,
mostly because of the
trust hehas builtwith
them.Further, the depart­
ment's Citizens'Advisory
Council providesscrutiny
and transparency,he said.
Despite criticism of

SLED'sinvestigations,
FlowerssaidSLED over­
sight is stillthe waytogo.
"You cannot call your­

self transparent whenyou
investigate yourself,"
Flowerssaid.

SPRING VALLEY
HIGH SCHOOL
InOctober, a school

resource officer was
caught onvideoyanking a
disruptive studentat
Spring Valley High School
fromher seat andslinging
her acrossthe room.Two
days later, Lott firedthe
deputy.
Flowerssaidthe sheriff

acted tooslowly indump­
ingdeputy Ben Fields.
"Within 60seconds, I
would have firedthe dep­
uty," Flowerssaidofsee­
ingthe student­shot video
of theencounter.
Lott counters that he

returned fromChicagoto
review thefindings ofhis
internal affairs unitbefore
taking action. The in­
cident alsowas reviewed
bythe agency's citizens'
review panel, hesaid.
"What atrue leader

doesis gather allthe facts
beforeyou make adeci­

sion," Lottsaid.

MANPOWERAND
COST­CUTTING
The sheriff's depart­

ment has528deputies
who aresworn officers,
including113 plainclothes
investigators, Lott said.
Civilianemployees and
part­timers completea
staff of815 personnel.
Flowerswants todouble

or triple thenumber of
deputieson patrol.He said
that can beaccomplished
without ahiring spree or a
taxincrease.
He proposes toshrink

the commandstaff,which
hesaidis bloated, elim­
inatethe helicopter and
airplanes andslash special
programsdesigned to
keep teenagersout of
trouble.
FlowerssaidLott's juve­

nile diversion programs
"hurt,harm and humili­
ate"teens.
"What I wanttodo,"

the challengersaid, "is
partner with existing pub­
licand privateprograms
so that I canuse myre­
sources at the sheriff's
department tokeep people
safe."
Lott saidthe programs

were requestedby an­
guished parents,andcited
a youtharbitration pro­
gramas having a92per­
A $43.2millionbudget

A 815 employees; 415 are

deputies inuniform,113are
plainclothes investigators,
39are membersofthe
command staff.The rest
arecivilian employees,
part­timersand reserve
deputies who are
volunteers.

A 499 employees are

white; 209 are
African­Americans; 33are
Hispanic or Asian.Tally
does not include74 reserve
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officers who arenot paid.

A 5 divisions thatinclude

uniform patrols,criminal
investigations,special
teams,special projectsand
professional standards.
SOURCE: Richland County Sheriff's
Department

.......................................................

.......................................................

PLANS
FOR FUTURE
JAMES FLOWERS
PROPOSESTO:

A Be proactive about

preventingcrime

A Bring in outsidereview

of all internal investigations
thatrise to possible
criminal conduct, including

officer­involvedshootings

A Move away fromthe

department'sinternal
youth programsto instead
partner with outside
programs

LEONLOTT PROPOSES
TO:

A Continueadvancing the

department'stechnology
and itsforensic science

A Partnermorewith other

police agenciesto continue
addressing youth andgun
violence

A Strengthen

neighborhood crimewatch
groups
.......................................................

cent successrate.
"You couldeliminate

everything wedohere and
put everyoneonthe road,"
Lott responded. "Sowhen
parents call uphere and
ask forhelp, we'll tell
them, 'No, Iwon't do
that?'"

Reach Flanaganat(803)
771­8305;ReachLeBlanc
at(803) 771­8664.

JAMES
FLOWERS
A 43,bornin Augusta

A StartedatS.C.

Department of Probation,
Paroleand PardonServices
in1997

A The StateLaw

Enforcement Division,
2005­15

A Firsttime running for

electedoffice
.......................................................
.......................................................

LEONLOTT
A 62,bornin Aiken

A Startedatthe Richland

County Sheriff's
Department in1975

A Electedsheriffin1996

A Seeking a sixth, four­year

term

Flowers

Lott

SNAPSHOT OF
THERICHLAND
COUNTY
SHERIFF'S
DEPARTMENT
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Primary voters to choose
candidates in legislature races

Two of the incumbent South Carolina state
representatives who have portions of Colleton
County in their districts face a primary chal­
lenge June 14. A third seat in the house of
Representatives will be up for grabs.
There are four state house of representa­

tive districts which carve up Colleton County.
Only one of the four is assured of a return to
oice due to the lack of challengers.
St. Rep. Patsy Knight, D­St. george, will

return to Columbia to represent the 97th
District, which includes a portion of Colleton
County near the Cottageville area.
voters in the state house's 121st District

will take the irst step toward replacing Ken­
neth hodges, who decided late last year that
he would not seek re­election.
Democrats within the 121st, which has

portions of Beaufort and Colleton County
including Walterboro, will be asked to choose
between a Walterboro attorney and a St. hel­
ena Island minister when they go to the polls
next Tuesday.
Waiting in the wings will be the lone Re­

publican iling for the seat, educator and Wal­
terboro city council member James Broderick.
he will face the winner of the Democratic
primary in the november general Election.
GREY HOLMES

grahame grey holmes, the Walterboro at­
torney, will be running for the right to repre­
sent the Democrats in the 121st house race.
holmes was born and raised in Walterboro.

he graduated from Clemson University with
a bachelor of science in forest resource man­
agement in 1997. In 2000 he received his law
degree from the University of South Carolina
School of Law and a master of studies in envi­
ronmental law from vermont Law School.
Since 2003 he has been with the Peters,

Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth & Detrick law
irm.
holmes has been a board member of The

Colleton Center since 2015 and previously
served on the Colleton County Board of zon­
ing Appeals, Colleton County Capital Projects
Sales Tax Commission and the Lowcountry
Community Action Agency board of direc­
tors.
holmes has said previously, "District 121

needs an advocate who will go to Columbia

and bring home the resources we need to cre­
ate jobs and improve our infrastructure and
schools.
"As a member of the house of Representa­

tives, I will continue to ight to improve the
quality of life for all citizens of Beaufort and
Colleton counties," he added when announc­
ing his candidacy.
MICHAEL RIVERS SR.
Michael Rivers Sr. is the St. helena Island

minister.
he graduated from Clain University with

a bachelor of science in organizational man­
agement and has a certiicate in computer­
assisted drafting from the Technical College
of the Lowcountry and an associate's degree
in electronics and computer technology from
the Devry Institute of Technology.
he was elected to the Beaufort County

Board of Education in 1999 and has served on
the Beaufort County Recreation Commission
and the Parks and Leisure Services Board and
as president of the St. helena Branch of the
nAACP.
"I decided to run in this (election) season

because I believe that we, the people, should
have an authentic voice in the statehouse,"
Rivers said. "A voice that that puts people
over politics.
"I plan to continue to ight for education

issues and other issues," he added in a state­
ment announcing his candidacy.

90TH DISTRICT
In the 90th District, incumbent Demo­

cratic state representative Justin Bamberg of
Bamberg County, is being challenged in his
bid for re­election by Evert Comer Jr., also an
attorney and also from Bamberg County.
The state house district contains portions

of Bamberg, Barnwell and Colleton counties.
Bamberg was irst elected to the South

Carolina house of Representatives in 2012.
Comer has spent the last six years as a

member of Bamberg County Council and pre­
viously served as a member of the Bamberg
County School Board and a Denmark council­
man.
In november's general Election the winner

of the Democratic primary will be challenged
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by Republican Dan Lawrence of Colleton
County. he was the lone Republican to ile a
statement of candidacy for the seat.

116TH DISTRICT
In the 116th State house District, incum­

bent Robert Brown is being challenged in the
Democratic primary by Eric L. Mack.
Brown, a resident of hollywood, has been

a member of the state legislature since 2001,
before then he served as a member of the hol­
lywood Town Council.
Mack is the pastor of Bethany Baptist

Church in Charleston County and is employed
as a data coordinator in the radiation depart­
ment of MUSC in Charleston.
While the Democratic voters in that house

district are choosing their candidate, Repub­
licans in the district will also be going to the
polls to decide if Carroll O'neal or Charles
glover Sr. will be their november candidate.
glover, a minister, made an unsuccessful

bid for the mayor of Ravenel in 2015.
O'neal ran an unsuccessful bid to oust

Brown two years ago.
The 116th District includes portions of Col­

leton and Charleston counties.
COUNTY­WIDE
Republican voters county­wide be asked to

chose between incumbent 14th Circuit Solici­
tor Duie Stone and Angela McCall­Tanner,
also a resident of Beaufort County.

Stone has been the 14th Judicial Circuit So­
licitor since January of 2006 and successfully
ran for re­election in 2008 and 2012.
Stone is a member of the board of directors

of the national District Attorneys Association,

and last year was appointed to the state's Task
Force on Domestic violence by S.C. gov. nikki
haley.

Stone received his law degree from the Uni­
versity of South Carolina School of Law.

McCall­Tanner also received her law degree
from the University of South Carolina School
of Law and was hired as an assistant solicitor
by former Solicitor Randolph Murdaugh in
1999.
She left the solicitor's oice and spent a year

in private practice before being named chief of
staf of the Blufton Police Department.
In 2014 McCall­Tanner was appointed a

magistrate judge, a post she left to run for
solicitor.
EDISTO BEACH
Republican voters on Edisto Beach will be

among those going to the polls to determine
if U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford of South Carolina's
First Congressional District should keep his
seat in Washington, D.C. he is being chal­
lenged by Jenny horne of Dorchester County.

From 2003 to 2011, Sanford served as South
Carolina's governor.

horne, a resident of Summerville, cur­
rently serves in the South Carolina house of
Representatives for the 94th District. She has
been a member of the South Carolina house
of Representatives since 2009.
An attorney, she received her law degree

from the University of South Carolina.
She is a past president of the South Caro­

lina Women Lawyers Association and was
named the YMCA Legislator of the Year in
2010 and was the South Carolina Association
of Personal Care Providers Legislator of the
Year in 2011.
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