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Many
inSCGOP
reluctantly
standing
by Trump
Despite GOPpresidential

nominee Donald Trump's
unsteady performance, most
S.C. Republicans continue to
standbytheir man.
BY CASSIE COPE
AND AVERY G. WILKS
ccope@thestate.com
awilks@thestate.com
Despite GOP presidential

nomineeDonald Trump's
unsteadyperformance, most
S.C. Republicans continue to
stand bytheir man.
Butthat support comes

reluctantly

fromsome.
Trump,they

say, is thelesser
of twoevils,
addingthey
cannot dream
of voting for
Democrat Hill­
ary Clintonon

Nov. 8.
"Sometimes, hehasatend­

ency tospeak beforehe
thinks,"saidSteve Coleman,

61,aconservative fromWest
Columbia.
Thattendency has brought

alandslide ofcriticism tothe
bombastic billionaire real
estatemogul this week.
SomeRepublicans cringed

at Trump'sfeudwith an
American Muslim couple
whose sondiedfighting for
the United StatesinIraq.
Khizr Khan lambastedTrump
last weekat the Democratic

National Convention forcall­
ingfor aban onMuslims en­
tering thecountry.
Trump responded inaTV

interview Sunday bynoting
Khan'swife stood silentlyby
herhusband, adding, "Maybe
shewasn't allowed tohave
anything tosay."
Thosecomments ­thefinal

strawinaGOPcampaign
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TRUMP
marked byinsults ­led
someRepublicans else­
whereto switchtheir sup­
port toClinton.
Butthat's not likelyto

happenamong S.C. Re­
publicans, althoughsome
are leaningtoward voting
for Libertarianpresiden­
tial candidate GaryJohn­
son.

'TOTALLY
INAPPROPRIATE'
Sen. John Courson,

R­Richland, disapproves
of Trump's

feudwith
the Khans,
aGold Star
family. "I
thought
that was
totally inap­
propriate,"
saidCour­
son, aformer Marine.
Still, Coursonsaidhe

always hasvotedRepub­
lican forpresident ­
"sometimes with great
enthusiasm, sometimes
with notgreat enthusi­
asm."
Askedhow much enthu­

siasmhe feltabout voting
for Trump,Courson
laughed."I'm atraditional
Republican, and someone
like MarcoRubio had
great appealtome. I'm
justgoing toleaveit at
that."
SouthCarolina's top

Republicans donot want
todiscussTrump.
Earlierthis week, Gov.

Nikki Haley expressed
support forthe Khan fam­

ily. Since

then, she
hasde­
clined to
discuss
Trump.
However,

Haley has
saidshe will
support her

party's nominee.
Askedat the GOP con­

vention if shewould vote
for Trump,Haley replied,
"Of course."
Lt.Gov. Henry McMas­

ter, thefirststatewide
elected official inthe
country toendorse Trump,
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also didnot
weigh inon
Trump's
rocky week.
Trump's

othermis­
steps inthe
past week
have in­
cluded:

A Inan interview pub­

lished Monday, Trump
told USA Today hewould
hope hisdaughter, Ivanka
Trump,would findanoth­
er jobifshe were sexually
harassed at work. Critics
saidthe comment showed
Trump ­whopublicly has
defendedRoger Ailes,a
former FoxNewsexec­
utiveaccused ofsexual
harassment ­doesn't get
it. Women, they said,
should nothave toaban­
don their jobor career
because aman behaved
inappropriately.
A Saying helovedba­

bieswhen an infant start­
ed crying duringacam­
paign event.Later, Trump
saidhewas kidding, add­
ing, "You canget the baby
out ofhere."
A Refusingtoendorse

U.S. Sen. John McCain,
R­Arizona, andU.S. House
Speaker Paul Ryan,R­
Wisconsin, intheir re­
electionbids.
Still, S.C. Republicans

say their supportof Trump
hasnot wavered.

S.C. HouseMajority
LeaderBruce Bannister,
R­Greenville, saidnostate
GOP leaders that hehas

talkedto
are willing
tovote for
Clinton,
citingher
record and
lack of
trustworthi­
ness.
"If

(Trump)will get his mes­
sage backtofixing the
system ­andget away
fromsort ofthe small,
personal issues that are a
distraction­we'll be
betteroff," Bannistersaid.
Jerry Rovner,who was

an S.C. delegateat the
Republican convention,
saidhis supportof Trump
is unchanged.
"It'sunfortunate that

these kindsof stories get
the headlineswhen they
don't have much todo
with what'sgoing onin
America," Rovner said.
Rovner saidheis con­

cernedabout issues that
will affect hischildrenand
grandchildren.
"I'mnot concerned

about whether ababy's
crying,"Rovner said,
predictingthe fuss over
Trump'sstumbles will
blow over."Everything
changes onadime inthis

country depending onthe
headlinesof that day."
Rep. PhyllisHenderson,

R­Greenville, saidshewill
support Trumpbecause he

is theGOP
nominee.
But, she
added,
"Nothing
that Donald
Trump says
surprises
meany­
more."

Henderson,who sup­
ported Carly Fiorina inthe
S.C. GOP primary,said
shecan't vote for Clinton.
"It doesn'treally matter to
methat shewould bethe
firstfemale president."
Whatdoes matter,Hen­

derson said, isensuring
there is notanother eight
years ofliberal Supreme
Court rulings andover­
reaching federal polices.
Henderson added she
can'tvote Libertarian,
sayingshe isapolitical
realist."A GaryJohnson
vote? It's justawaste."
TRUMP A 'DANGEROUS
COMBINATION'
But, tosomeRepub­

licans,a
vote for
Libertarian
Johnsonis
the best
alternative.
Inhis

Twitter

description,
Sen. Greg

Gregory,R­Lancaster,
includes that heis "Nota
Trumpster."
Gregory traceshis dis­

like ofTrump tothe candi­
date's disparagingcom­
ments a yearago about
Sen. McCain's military
service.
"He's adangerous com­

bination ofmegalomania
and ignorance,"Gregory
saidof Trump.
Gregory added hecan­

not supportClinton, con­
tending herpresidency
would hobble theU.S.
economy.
"You'll seevery few

Republicans publicly en­
dorse Clinton" inSouth
Carolina, saidGregory.
But, Gregory added,

Trump isn't acceptable.
"With Trump youhave no
idea what you'regoing to
get because hehas no
idea," Gregory said.
So, Gregorywill vote for

Libertarian Johnson, a
former Republicangover­
nor ofNew Mexico. "I'm
not goingtobe oneofthe
people onthe sidelinesto
say I didn't doanything to
trytostop it."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope AveryG.
Wilks: 803­771­8362,
@averygwilks
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NotHillary
EvenafteraturbulentweekforTrump,mostS.C.
Republicanssupportthe GOPpresidentialnominee.

"I try not tolistentoall the mediahype. Granted, Idon't
agreewith everything Donald Trumpdoes or says, but
I'mnot going to votefor Hillary Clinton." ­Sen.Katrina
Shealy,R­Lexington

"Heis conservative onthe majority of hispoints,and I
thinkhe doeshave business experience,and rightnow
peoplecareabout the economy.They'relooking for
somebody whocan turn theeconomy around.…The

other main pointis he'snotHillary Clinton." ­Tyson
Grinstead,S.C.Republican National Committee delegate
fromRichland County

"Trump needsto keep the focus on Hillary Clinton.The
case against heris strong. Everything else isa
distraction." ­S.C.GOP ChairmanMattMoore

"Sadly,it appearsAmericanswon'tbechoosingbetween
candidatesthat arebest suitedto leadour country.
Instead they are strugglingto choosebetweenthe
candidate they may notlike orthe candidate they may
not trust.No one'sperfect,but thesechoicesare both
seriously flawed." ­Rep. Nathan Ballentine, R­Richland

Trump

Courson

Haley

McMaster

Bannister

Henderson

Gregory
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Democrats:
McMaster's
support of
Trump will
ruin '18 plans
Lt.Gov. Henry McMaster's

continued supportof Donald
Trump willruin his chances
of beingelected S.C. gover­
norin 2018,the state's Dem­
ocraticParty saidWednes­
day.
McMaster, aColumbia

Republican long­speculated
tobeacandidate forgover­

noragain in
2018, earlier
onWednesday
tweeted a
YouTube video
of hisGOP
convention
nomination
speech for
Trump with

the caption, "Nothing's
changed."
The tweetfollowed acall

fromS.C. House Minority
LeaderTodd Rutherford,

D­Richland,for McMaster
andS.C. Gov. Nikki Haley to
pulltheir support fromthe
GOP nomineeafter hisre­
cent criticism of aMuslim
Gold Starfamily.
"HenryMcMaster ...has

been oneofthe demagogue's
most enthusiasticcheerlead­
ers," the S.C.Democratic
Partysaidinastatement. "If
Henry McMasterthinksthat
this dangerousdivisiveness
will behispath to theGover­
nor'sMansion in twoyears,
heis infor arude awak­
ening."
McMasterhas runfor gov­

ernor before,running un­
successfully intheGOP pri­
maryin2010.
Efforts toreach McMaster

for comment Wednesday
were unsuccessful.

­ AVERY G. WILKS

McMaster
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Hunt for Pokemon
The international Poke­

mon Gocrazetook over
Columbia likesomesort
of Mewtwomind control.
The StateHouse wasa
hotspot –until it was shut
down for an unknown
reason.Now, even Gov.
Nikki Haley,who tweeted
about finding a Pokemon
inher office,is calling for
the spottobe restored.
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Top SC Democrat weighs in
To Haley, McMaster: Pull Trump support
MEG KINNARD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBIA ­ South Caroli­
na's top state House Democrat
doubled down Wednesday on
his call for top elected Republi­
cans to withdraw their support
of Donald Trump.
Alternatively, state Rep.

Todd Rutherford said, Gov. Nik­
ki Haley and Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster must tell the state's
voters if they still plan to vote

for the GOP nominee, given sev­
eral days of events that have
some within Trump's own party
questioning his candidacy.
Republicans nationwide

have faced scrutiny this week
due to the feud between Trump
and the parents of a Capt. Hu­
mayun Khan, a decorated Mus­
lim Army captain killed in Iraq.
At least one House Republican

has pulled support, saying he'd
rather back Hillary Clinton
than the GOP pick. U.S. Rep.
Mark Sanford, who has said
he'd support the GOP's nomi­
nee, told The Associated Press

See SUPPORT, Page 4A

"What is most
troubling for the

people of South
Carolina … is the fact
that their governor
and lieutenant
governor continue to
stand by his side ..."

REP. TODD RUTHERFORD

Support
Continued from Page 3A

he was "growing increas­
ingly uneasy" with that
decision and was "nearing
the line" past which he
could no longer back
Trump.
Trump declined to en­

dorse House Speaker Paul
Ryan's re­election bid,
saying he's "just not there
yet" ­ echoing Ryan's de­
murral before endorsing
Trump himself. On Fox
Business News, former
House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, a Trump backer,

said the nominee had been
"remarkably underper­

forming" in recent weeks.
"What is most trou­

bling for the people of
South Carolina … is the
fact that their governor
and lieutenant governor
continue to stand by his
side no matter what,"
Rutherford, D­Columbia,
said in a news release. "It
is not enough to simply
voice your disagreement
with Mr. Trump's disgust­
ing comments on a daily
basis. The time has come
for the leaders of our state
to put country ahead of
party and publicly reject
his candidacy altogether."

Haley ­ who initially
backed Marco Rubio be­
fore siding with Ted Cruz
over Trump ­ attended
last month's Republican
National Convention and
has reluctantly said she'd
back the party's nominee.
In a statement Monday,
she expressed support for
Khan's family and made
no mention of Trump.
McMaster, the first

elected official to endorse
Trump, gave a speech offi­
cially nominating the can­
didate at the convention.
On Wednesday, he tweet­
ed "Nothing's changed,"
with a link to his nomina­
tion speech.

President Barack Oba­
ma on Tuesday castigated
Trump as "unfit" and
"woefully unprepared" to
serve in the White House,
challenging Republicans
to withdraw their support
for their party's nominee.
"Donald Trump's most

recent meltdown is even
more bizarre and trou­
bling than usual," said
Rutherford, seconding
Obama's evaluation. "The
Republican nominee for
president is becoming
more dangerous and un­
hinged by the minute and
there seems to be no end
in sight."
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Haley, McMaster
asked to withdraw
support of Trump
BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ South
Carolina's top state House
Democrat doubled down
Wednesday on his call for top
elected Republicans to with­
draw their support of Donald
Trump.
Alternatively, state Rep.

Todd Rutherford said, Gov.
Nikki Haley and Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster must tell the
state's voters if they still plan
to vote for the GOP nomi­
nee, given several days of
events that have some within
Trump's own party question­
ing his candidacy. In its own
release, the South Carolina
Democratic Party took on
McMaster separately, saying
the Republican who is often
mentioned as a 2018 guber­
natorial candidate "is in for a
rude awakening" if he thinks
Trump is his ticket to the gov­
ernor's mansion.
Republicans have faced

scrutiny this week due to the
feud between Trump and the
parents of Capt. Humayun
Khan, a decorated Muslim
Army captain killed in Iraq.
At least one House Republi­

can has pulled support, saying
he'd rather back Hillary Clin­
ton than the GOP pick. U.S.
Rep. Mark Sanford, who has
said he'd support the GOP's
nominee, told The Associated
Press he was "growing in­
creasingly uneasy" with that
decision and was "nearing the

line" past which he could no
longer back Trump.
Trump declined to endorse

House Speaker Paul Ryan's
re­election bid, saying he's
"just not there yet" – echo­
ing Ryan's demurral before
endorsing Trump himself. On
Fox Business News, former
House Speaker Newt Gin­
grich, a Trump backer, said
the nominee had been "re­
markably underperforming"
in recent weeks.
"What is most troubling for

the people of South Carolina
... is the fact that their gover­
nor and lieutenant governor
continue to stand by his side
no matter what," Rutherford,
D­Columbia, said. "It is
not enough to simply voice
your disagreement with Mr.
Trump's disgusting comments
on a daily basis. The time has
come for the leaders of our
state to put country ahead of
party and publicly reject his
candidacy altogether."
Haley attended last month's

Republican National Conven­
tion and has reluctantly said
she'd back the party's nomi­
nee. In a statement Monday,
she expressed support for
Khan's family and made no
mention of Trump.
McMaster, the irst elected

oficial to endorse Trump,
gave a speech oficially
nominating the candidate at
the convention. On Wednes­
day, he tweeted "Nothing's
changed," with a link to his
nomination speech.
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Director Toomey retiring
from addiction services agency
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ The direc­
tor of the state Department
of Alcohol and Other Drug
Abuse Services is retiring
after 5 ½ years at its helm.
Gov. Nikki Haley

announced Bob Toomey's
retirement Tuesday.
Haley says Toomey has

provided hope for people
who suffer from addictions
and their families. She says
his accomplishments include
expanding treatment ser­
vices for people addicted to
opioid prescription painkill­
ers.
Sara Goldsby, a consultant

for the agency, will serve as
acting director.
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