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Executive Summary

The South Carolina General Assembly passed an intervention and technical assistance (TA) proviso for
the first time as part of the General Appropriations Act for 2006—-07. During the 2007-08 school year, the
intervention and technical assistance (TA) proviso provided funding for Palmetto Priority Schools (PPS), those
schools with three consecutive years of an absolute rating of “at-risk.” The current proviso pertaining to the TA
funds is included in the appendix. Over the years, the language of the initial proviso has changed slightly and
additional related provisos have been enacted; but the original intent of the program has remained constant.

This document follows the academic results of the PPS served by the intervention and TA proviso
during the 2009-10 and 2010-11 academic years, along with the funding allocations and number of schools
served in the current 2011-12 academic year. The report also includes information about other provisos that
have impacted the TA program, such as Proviso 1A.22, which allows school districts and special schools of the
state to “transfer and expend funds among appropriated state general fund revenues, Education Improvement
Act funds, Education Lottery Act funds, and funds received from the Children’s Education Endowment Fund for
school facilities and fixed equipment assistance.”

Because one of the goals of the Palmetto Priority Schools initiative, housed in the newly formed Office
of School Transformation, is to assist schools in developing more sustainable plans for school transformation,
new language was added in the Palmetto Priority School Memorandum of Agreement for 201112 requiring
school districts to ensure that PPS TA funds are not flexed. The percentage of PPS TA funds by fund category
that were flexed for 2011-12 (0 percent and $0) decreased by 10.4 percent from the percentage of PPS TA funds
by fund category that were flexed for 2010-11 (10.4 percent and $1,111,999.91).

Other changes from the 201011 to 201112 school years are the decrease in the number of schools
identified as PPS as well as the 54 percent decrease in PPS TA funds.

o Inthe 2010-11 school year, 38 schools were identified and received PPS TA program allocations.

e Inthe 2011-12 school year, 31 schools were identified and 21 of those schools receive PPS TA
program allocations. The remaining 10 PPS schools receive federal School Improvement Grant
(SIG) funding.

e Inthe 201011 school year, $13,000,000 in TA funding was allocated for PPS schools.

¢ Inthe 2011-12 school year, $6,000,000 in TA funding was allocated for PPS schools.

e  Although there has been a 54 percent decrease in TA funds allocated for PPS from 201011 to
2011-12, the average amount of TA funding per school has decreased by only 19.27 percent.

The analysis of achievement data for this report was obtained during the 2009—10 and 2010~11 school
years, using the data from the Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS) to determine the program’s
impact on student achievement. A fuller explanation of the description of a change that was implemented for
the 2010-11 data is included in the appendix. (Note: This report addresses only absolute indexes and does not
analyze growth ratings.)

Since 2007-08, TA funds have been appropriated for PPS, and schools have implemented improvement
plans. But is the PPS TA program having a positive impact as reflected by student achievement? This report
summarizes absolute index data for the last two school years. These data suggest that the program is having a
positive impact on closing the achievement gap between low-performing and high-performing schools.

Comparing the rate of change of absolute indexes from the 2010 report cards (2009-10 instructional
year) to the 2011 report cards (2010—11 instructional year) provides the following snapshots:

» PPS elementary schools funded for one year had a rate of change greater than elementary schools
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not receiving TA funds. PPS elementary schools funded for two years had a slightly smaller, but
similar, rate of change than the non-PPS TA elementary schools when percentages prior to rounding
were considered. No PPS elementary schools have received funds for three and four years.

*  The rate of change for PPS middle schools receiving TA funds for two years was greater than the
rate of change for middle schools not receiving PPS TA funds. The rate of change for PPS middle
schools funded for four years was slightly smaller, but similar, to the rate of change of non-PPS TA
middle schools. No PPS middle schools have received funds for one year or three years.

¢ The rate of change for PPS high schools receiving TA funds for one and two years was greater than
the rate of change for high schools not receiving PPS TA funds; however the rate of change for the
six PPS high schools receiving TA funds for four years declined slightly (-0.06). No PPS high
schools have received funds for three years.

Overall, these data suggest that the PPS TA funds are having a positive impact in closing the
achievement gap between low-performing and high-performing schools.

Comparing the percent of schools that had increases in their absolute indexes from 2010 to 2011
provides the following results:

e Of'the seven PPS elementary schools that received TA funds for two years, 42 percent had
increased absolute indexes, while 67.7 percent of the schools not receiving PPS TA funds had
increased absolute indexes. The one PPS school that received TA funds for one year did have an
increased absolute index.

e The percentage of PPS middle schools (83.3 percent) and PPS high schools (100 percent)
thatreceived TA funds for two years was greater than the percentage of middle schools and high
schools not receiving PPS TA funds. In addition, 100 percent of the PPS high schools receiving TA
funds for one year had an increased absolute index.

e The PPS middle schools and PPS high schools that have received TA funds for four years had a
slightly smaller percentage of schools increase the absolute index as compared to middle and high
schools that did not receive PPS TA funds.

These data suggest that the achievement gap is being closed in most of the elementary, middle, and high
schools receiving TA funds for one year and two years; however, the findings are not as satisfying for the eight
PPS middle and six PPS high schools receiving TA funds for four years.

An analysis of the average increase in absolute indexes for improving schools and the average decrease
in absolute indexes for declining schools supported the concept that the performance gap between PPS schools
receiving TA funds and those schools not receiving PPS TA funds is closing with the exception of those PPS
middle and high schools receiving TA funding for four years.

Overall, the data indicates that PPS elementary, middle, and high schools that have received TA funds
for one and two years have greater rates of change and greater average increases in absolute indexes than non-
PPS TA-funded schools; however, the inverse is true for the eight PPS middle schools and six PPS high schools
that have received TA funds for four years. Fortunately, one of the charges for the new Office of School
Transformation is the creation of a new plan for school transformation that addresses persistently low-achieving
PPS. This plan, which will also be incorporated into SC’s ESEA Flexibility Waiver, will be submitted to the
United States Department of Education by February 21, 2012.



Section 1

| Funding and Background |

Introduction

Beginning with the 2007-08 school year, TA funding, designed to provide supplemental support for
low-performing schools, has been appropriated by the General Assembly for Palmetto Priority Schools (PPS),
those schools with three consecutive years of an absolute rating of “at-risk.” The current proviso pertaining to
the TA funds is included in the appendix. Over the years, the language of the initial proviso has changed slightly
and additional related provisos have been enacted; but the original intent of the program has remained constant.

The South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) is required to monitor student academic
achievement and the expenditure of TA funds and report their findings to the General Assembly and the
Education Oversight Committee.

This document follows the academic results of the PPS served by the TA proviso during the 200910
and 201011 academic years, along with the funding allocations and number of schools served in the current
2011-12 academic year. Section 1 provides the funding allocations and background information. Section 2
provides the achievement-related results.

TA Funding Allocations

Table 1 provides the annual TA funding allocations to the SCDE for Palmetto Priority Schools for
2009-10,2010-11, and 2011-12.

Table 1-Annual TA Funding Allocations to the SCDE Palmetto Priority Schools

Program 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Palmetto Priority Schools $13,000,000 $13,000,000 $6,000,000

School Level TA Funding

Although there has been a 54 percent decrease in TA Funds allocated for Palmetto Priority Schools from
2010-11 to 201112, the average amount of TA funding per school has decreased by only 19.27 percent (see
Table 2). Table 3 shows the criteria used in the selection and funding of Palmetto Priority Schools Tiers II and
1T for the 2011-12 school year that is based upon the severity of not meeting report card criteria in accordance
with Proviso 1A.20 (see Appendix A). Schools that received the highest number of points were placed into PPS
Tier II and received a greater base amount ($25,000 more) than schools placed into PPS Tier III (see Table 4).
Another change from 2010-11 to 201112 is the criteria for PPS Tier I. For 2010—11, PPS Tier I schools were
called Turnaround Schools and received $400,000 in TA funds (see Table 5). For 2011-12, the Turnaround
Schools initiative was dissolved and schools placed into PPS Tier I are PPS schools that also receive School
Improvement Grants (SIG) (see Table 4).



Table 2-Percent Change in PPS School Level TA Funding

2010-11 2011-12 % Change
Technical Assistance $13,000,000 | $6,000,000 -54
Average TA Amount to Schools Rated “At-Risk™ (Base Allocation + $276,366 $223,109 -19.27
Per-Pupil)
Total Number PPS Schools Receiving TA Funding 38 21 (31 PPS Total, 10 Receive -18.5
SIG Funding)

Table 3—Criteria for Selecting and Funding PPS Tier II and Tier 1H PPS Schools 2011-12

Criteria Points
1 2 3

Absolute Rating 231-2.18 217204 2.03 and below
Student Attendance 99.9-97.8 97.7-95.5 95.4 and below
Teacher Attendance 99.7-96.87 96.86 —94.03 94.02 and below
Prime Instructional Time 99.9-978 97.7-955 95.4 and below
Classes not taught by highly qualified teachers 0.00% - 6.87% 6.88% —13.75% 13.76% and above
Teachers returning from previous years 93.5--82.97 82.96-7243 72.42 and below
Percentage of teachers with provisional or emergency certificates | 0% -10.3% 10.4% —-20.7% 20.8% and above
Years of principal at sehool 3+ 2 1
Percentage of teachers satisfied with learning environment 92.9% - 74.14% 74.13% - 64.56% 64.55% and below
Percentage of students satisfied with learning environment 90.3% - 77.9% 77.8% - 65.4% 65.3% and below
Percentage of parents satisfied with learning environment 95.7% - 75.7% 75.6% - 55.6% 55.5% and below

Table 4-PPS TA Funding 2011-12

District I School
5 Tier 1 Allowance PerPupil | Enroliment | Total Per Pupil Total for School
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax Middle (SIG)* 310
Fairfax Elementary (SIG)* 288
Bamberg 2 Denmark-Olar Middle (SIG}* 198
Charleston Burke High (Middle} (S1G)** 660
Morningside Middle (SIG)* 497
North Charleston High (SIG)* 709
St. John's High (SIG)** 322
Greenville Carolina Academy (High) {SIG)* 723
Jasper Ridgeland Middle {SIG)* 404
Lee Dennis Intermediate (closure) (SIG)** 219
West Lee Elementary School {SIG)* 193
- Tier Tws~ A Tier 2 Allowance Per Pupil | Enrollment | Total Per Pupil Total for School
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax High School $225,000 $20 448 $8,960 $233,960
Charleston Sanders-Clyde Elementary School $225,000 $20 393 $7,860 $232,860
Fairfield Fairfield Elementary School $225,000 $20 727 $14,540 $239,540
Florence Four Brockington Elementary School $225,000 $20 443 58,860 $233,860
Florence Three Main Street Elementary School $225,000 $20 464 $9,280 $234,280
Lee Lee Central Middle School $225,000 $20 463 $9,260 $234,260
Marion Seven Creek Bridge High School (Middle) $225,000 $20 373 $7,460 $232,460
Marlboro Bennettsville Middle School $225,000 $20 400 $8,000 $233,000
Clio Middle School $225,000 $20 206 $4,120 $229,120
Richland One Alcorn Middle School $225,000 $20 383 $7,660 $232,660
Heyward Gibbes Middle School $225,000 $20 351 $7,020 $232,020
W. A, Perry Middle School $225,000 $20 344 $6,880 $231,880
Tier Thr : Tier 3 Allowance Per Pupil | Enroliment | Total Per Pupil Total for School
Allendale Allendale Elementary School $200,000 $20 537 410,740 $210,740
Charleston Malcolm C. Hursey Elementary School $200,000 $20 359 $7,180 $207,180
Edmund A. Burns Elementary School $200,000 $20 431 $8,620 $208,620
Hampton 2 Estill Elementary School $200,000 $20 484 $9,680 $209,680
Jasper Ridgeland Elementary School $200,000 $20 1055 $21,100 $221,100
Marlboro Bennettsville Elementary School $200,000 $20 493 $9,860 $209,860
Orangeburg Three | Elloree Elementary School (Middle) $200,000 $20 439 $8,780 $208,780
Orangeburg Four Hunter-Kinard-Tyler School {Elementary) $200,000 $20 364 $7,280 $207,280
Hunter-Kinard-Tyler School {Middle) $200,000 $20 107 $2,140 $202,140
Grand Total: $4,685,280




Table 5~PPS TA Funding 2010-11

District
Tier 1 Total Per Total for Schoo!
o 7 Allowance Pupil
Beaufort Whale Branch Elementary $400,000 $400,000
Charleston North Charleston High $400,000 $400,000
Clarendon One Scott’s Branch Middle $240,000 $240,000
Marlboro Bennettsville Elementary $400,000 $400,000
Bennettsville Middle $400,000 $400,000
Blenheim Elementary / Middle $400,000 $400,000
Richland One Heyward Gibbes Middle $400,000 $400,000
W.A. Perry Middle $400,000 $400,000
Spartanburg Seven | Cleveland Elementary $400,000 $400,000
“Tier.T s e Tier 2 Total Per Total for School
L j 2L TR Allowance Pupil
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax Middle $240,000 $5,624 $245,624
Allendale-Fairfax High $240,000 $8,884 $248,884
Barnweil 19 Blackville-Hilda High $240,000 $5,500 $245,500
Charleston Burke High (Middle) $240,000 $6,284 $246,284
St. John's High $240,000 $5,656 $245,656
Fiorence Three Lake City Elementary $240,000 $5,824 $245,824
Florence Four Brockington Elementary $240,000 514,828 $254,828
Greenville Lakeview Middle $240,000 $6,088 $246,088
Hampton 2 Estill High $240,000 $5,774 $245,774
Jasper Hardeeville Middle/High $240,000 $6,132 $246,132
(middle)
Ridgeland Middle $240,000 $5,828 $245,828
Lee Dennis Intermediate $240,000 $5,434 $245,434
Lee Central Middle (Mt. $240,000 $5,000 $245,000
Pleasant)
Lower Lee Elementary $240,000 $5,554 $245,554
Marion Seven Creek Bridge High (Middle) $240,000 $5,742 $245,742
Richland One Alcorn Middle $240,000 $5,752 $245,752
Williamsburg Kingstree Senior High $240,000 56,598 $246,598
T ssisted.~ - Tier 3 Total Per Total for School
e e o TR o Allowance Pupil
Charieston Morningside Middie $240,000 $5,998 $245,998
R.B. Stall High $240,000 $6,652 $246,652
Greenville Carolina Academy (High) $240,000 $6,428 $246,428
Richland One C.A. Johnson High $240,000 $5,836 $245,836
Eau Claire High $240,000 $6,502 $246,502
oring : Tier 4 Total Per Total for School
; : A Allowance Pupil
Burke High (High) $200,000 $200,000
Colleton Middle $240,000 $240,000
J.V. Martin Junior High $240,000 $240,000
Fairfield Middle $240,000 $240,000
Ronald E. McNair Middle $240,000 $240,000
Estill Middle $240,000 $240,000
W.G. Sanders Middle $240,000 $240,000




Funding Categories

Table 6 provides information for how TA funds were budgeted by schools for years 2010—11 and 2011
12 across sixteen eligible fund categories. The percent allocated within each category per year is also provided.

Proviso 1A.22 (see Appendix B) allows school districts and special schools to have flexibility in the use
of EIA funds. As can be seen in Table 6, for 2010-11, approximately 10.4 percent of funds were allocated to the
Flex category. For 201011, the percentage of funds allocated to the Flex and Classroom and/or Intervention
Teachers funding categories (i.e., *combined personnel categories) accounted for 45.5 percent of how TA funds
were being used. Because one of the goals of the Palmetto Priority Schools initiative is to assist schools in
developing more sustainable plans for school transformation, new language requiring school districts to ensure
that “funds provided by the SCDE for the PPS are not flexed, but are expended appropriately by the district in
strict accordance to the implementation of the PPS Plan of Action/MOA Addendum” was added-to the PPS
Memorandum of Agreement for the 201112 school year (see Appendix C, p. 19). As can be seen in Table 6
below, no PPS TA funds have been flexed for the 2011-12 school year.

Table 6-Statewide Expenditure of PPS TA Funds by Fund Category

Funding Category 2010-11 % 201112 %
Bonuses and Stipends $417,287 3.9 $66,000.00 1.4
Classroom and/or Intervention
Teachers $2.305,664.10 *21.6 $1.060,689.39 22.6
Computers and/or Instructional
Technology $957.085.08 9.0 $799,365 17.1
Instructional Supplies $671,964.72 6.3 $506,045.90 10.8
Homework Centers, Before- or After-
School Programs, and/or Tutoring $695,192 6.5 $199,351 4.3
Core Subject Instructional Assistants $386,983 *3.6 $136,161.85 2.9
Instructional Coaches $525,166 ¥4.9 $406,738.23 8.7
Intervention/ i
Behavior Personnel $531,381 *5.0 $332,145.74 7.1
SCDE On-Site Personnel $183,020 *1.7 $0 0
Parent-Involvement Initiatives $256,965 2.4 $93,711 2.0
Professional Development/
Parent-Involvement Initiatives $1,376,423 12.9 $591,706 12.6
Student Performance Initiatives $644,495.30 6.0 $241,051.12 5.1
Staff Incentives $192,660.89 1.8 $143,064.77 3.1
Programs and/or School Initiatives $623 3 $0 0
Other Activities ; 7$398,6724 3.7 $109,250 2.3
Flex $1,111,999.91 10.4 $0 0
‘ Totals | $10,655,534.00 100 $4,685,280.00 100




Background Information

The General Assembly passed Proviso 1A.23 in June 2010 to allow school districts and special
schools flexibility with any remaining 200910 allocations, including funds carried forward, and the
2010-11 allocations. School districts and special schools eligible for TA funds had the option of flexing
all or part of a school’s allocation.

The General Assembly passed Proviso 1 A.20 and Proviso 1A.22 in June 2011. These provisos
continued the TA program and flexibility with little change from the previous budget year, with the
exception of the amount appropriated for PPS. The PPS budget was reduced from $13,000,000 for the
201011 school year to $6,000,000 for the current 201112 school year.

For the 2010-11 school year, the SCDE’s Office of Special Projects was responsible for
implementing the Palmetto Priority Schools TA Program and for monitoring academic achievement
results. For the 2011-12 school year, a new office was formed, the Office of School Transformation
(OST). The PPS unit is one of several units within this office collaborating to provide TA to at-risk
schools across the state.

The PPS unit has taken on the challenge of building high-quality schools in high-poverty areas,
focusing on improving student achievement. SCDE services are delivered to the PPS through the OST,
who monitors the use of state TA funds. Each PPS is represented by a leadership team that includes the
PPS principal, district superintendent, and local school board chairperson.

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is signed by members of the PPS leadership team, the
State Superintendent of Education, and the Director of the OST. As a part of the MOA, an individualized
Plan of Action is developed by each PPS to be implemented throughout the school year. On-site
assistance liaisons work at the PPS on assigned days throughout the year-long process for the purpose of
assisting the school staff in meeting the goals and implementing the strategies that make up the
individualized Plan of Action. The OST staff members monitor the ongoing progress through school
visits, documentation reviews, and monthly update reports. At the end of the school year, supportive
documentation is reviewed and verified to determine if the PPS has satisfactorily met the goals and
implemented the strategies as outlined in the Plan of Action. The absolute rating on the school report
card, which reflects student academic performance, determines whether or not the school has met
expected progress.



Section 2

eSS/ ]
Impact on Academic Achievement , |

The purpose of section 2 is to ascertain if the PPS TA program has a positive impact on academic
achievement. The comparison of absolute indexes of schools receiving PPS TA funds and those that do
not receive PPS TA funds suggests the program did have a positive impact during the period for which
the data were analyzed. ;

Absolute index data from the 200910 and 201011 school years were analyzed. Data were
analyzed for public elementary, middle, and high schools. The mean absolute index for each school
grouping was calculated for schools receiving PPS TA funds consecutively for one, two, three, and four
years, and for schools that have not received PPS TA funds. A mean rate of change was also calculated
for each grouping. The mean rate of change was determined by subtracting the 2010 mean from the 2011
mean. Note: The rate of change can also be calculated by averaging individual changes. The results may
slightly differ due to rounding that occurs in calculating means.

Tables 7, 8, and 9 provide the mean and rate of change findings for elementary, middle, and high
schools. For elementary and middle schools, data are rounded to the nearest hundredth. For high schools
data are rounded to the nearest tenth. This difference is a result in the way that data were provided for the
analysis. In analyzing and reporting data, when the rates of change were the same to the nearest
hundredth, the nearest thousandth was considered. In determining the rate of change, the mean scores to
the thousandths were subtracted and then rounded to the nearest hundredth. Hence, in some cases the
difference between the mean scores may vary from the rate of change due to rounding. The high school
data considered one less decimal point. Table 7 provides the mean and rate of change data for elementary
schools.

Table 7
Elementary School Mean and Rate of Change Data for Years 2009-10 and 2010-11

0 PPS schools receiving funds Mean Score
for four years

Rate of Change
0 PPS schools receiving funds Mean Score
for three years

Rate of Change
7 PPS schools receiving funds Mean Score 2.24 2.29
for two years

Rate of Change 0.05
1 PPS school receiving funds Mean Score 2.31 2.47
for one year

Rate of Change 0.16
588 schools not receiving PPS Mean Score 3.08 3.14
TA funds (with Absolute Index
scores for 2010 and 2011)

Rate of Change 0.06




* The one PPS elementary school funded for one year had a rate of change greater than
elementary schools not receiving PPS TA funds. Elementary schools funded for two years
had a slightly smaller (0.05), rate of change than the non-PPS TA schools (0.06) when
percentages prior to rounding were considered.

*  No PPS elementary schools have received PPS TA funds for three and four years.

These findings indicate that the rate of change for PPS elementary schools receiving TA funds
was similar to the rate of change for elementary schools not receiving PPS TA funds. Table 8 provides

the mean and rate of change for middle schools.

Table 8§
Middle School Mean and Rate of Change Data for Years 2009-10 and 201011

2011)

8 PPS schools r“é‘Ze'ivi'rlg'fun(i‘sA "Mean Score 21
for four years

Rate of Change 0.04
0 PPS schools receiving funds | Mean Score
for three years

Rate of Change
12 PPS schools receiving Mean Score 2.36 249
funds for two years

Rate of Change 0.13
0 PPS schools receiving funds | Mean Score
for one year

Rate of Change
257 schools not receiving PPS | Mean Score 2.99 3.04
TA funds (with Absolute
Index scores for 2010 and

Rate of Change 0.05

* PPS middle schools that received TA funds for two years had rates of change that were
greater than middle schools not receiving PPS TA funds.

* PPS middle schools that received TA funds for four years had a similar, yet slightly

smaller, rate of change (0.04) as schools not receiving PPS TA funds (0.05).

¢ No PPS middle schools have received TA funds for one year or three years.

The performance gap between higher and lower performing middle schools remains wide, but
these data indicate that the majority of the PPS middle schools receiving TA funding are not losing
ground, and many are moving in the right direction. Table 9 provides the mean and rate of change data

for high schools.




Table 9
High School Mean and Rate of Change Data for Years 2009-10 and 2010-11

1y

6 PPS schools receiving funds | Mean Score 1.9 (1.87)
for four years

Rate of Change -0.06
0 PPS schools receiving funds | Mean Score
for three years

Rate of Change
2 PPS schools receiving funds | Mean Score 2.0 2.5
for two years

Rate of Change 0.5
3 PPS schools receiving funds | Mean Score 24 2.7
for one year

Rate of Change 0.3
178 schools not receiving PPS | Mean Score 3.1 32
TA funds (with Absolute
Index scores for 2010 and Rate of Change 0.1
2011)

e PPS high schools that received TA funds for one and two years had greater positive rates
of change than did high schools that did not receive PPS TA funds. The 6 PPS high
schools that received TA funds for four years had no positive growth for the rate of
change between 2010 and 2011.

The negative rate of change for the six PPS high schools receiving TA funds for four years is
not very satisfying. However, the finding that PPS high schools receiving TA funds for one and two
years had greater positive rates of change than did high schools that did not receive PPS TA funds is
promising, especially as recent changes have been made in the Palmetto Priority Schools initiative.

Tables 10, 11, and 12 provide the percent of schools with absolute indexes that increased,
remained the same, or decreased between the 2009—10 and 201011 school years. Percentages are
rounded to the nearest tenth.

Table 10
Percent of Elementary Schools with Absolute Indexes that Increased, Remained the Same, or
Decreased between the 2009-10 and 2010-11 School Years

SRRt

0 PPS schools receiving funds for four years

0 PPS schools receiving funds for three years
7 PPS schools receiving funds for two years | 42.9 0 57.1

1 PPS school receiving funds for one year 100 0 0

588 schools not receiving PPS TA funds 67.7 4.1 28.2
(with Absolute Index scores for 2010 and
2011
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Table 11
Percent of Middle Schools with Absolute Indexes that Increased, Remained the Same, or
Decreased between the 200910 and 2010-11 School Years

8 PPS schools receiving funds for four years | 62.5 S0 T [375

0 PPS schools receiving funds for three years

12 PPS schools receiving funds for two years | 83.3 0.0 16.7

0 PPS schools receiving funds for one year

257 schools not receiving TA funds (with 65.8 23 319
Absolute Index scores for 2010 and 2011)

Table 12
Percent of High Schools with Absolute Indexes that Increased, Remained the Same, or
Decreased between the 2009-10 and 2010-11 School Years

Renia

6 VP‘}V’VS;cAh’(;dls r;célving"f'uriwc)is‘ fof foﬁr yéars 500

0 PPS schools receiving funds for three years

2 PPS schools receiving funds for two years | 100 0 0
3 PPS schools receiving funds for one year 100 0 0
178 schools not receiving PPS TA funds 50.6 309 18.5

e Of the seven PPS elementary schools receiving TA funds for two years, 42 percent had
increased absolute indexes, while 67.7 percent of the schools not receiving PPS TA funds
had increased absolute indexes. The one PPS school receiving TA funds for one year did
have an increased absolute index.

o The percent of PPS middle schools (83.3 percent) and PPS high schools (100 percent)
receiving TA funds for two years was greater than the percentage of middle schools and
high schools not receiving PPS TA funds. In addition, 100 percent of the PPS high
schools receiving TA funds for one year had an increased absolute index.

e The PPS middle schools and PPS high schools receiving TA funds for four years had a
slightly smaller percentage of schools increase the absolute index as compared to middle
and high schools not receiving PPS TA funds.

These data suggest that the achievement gap is being closed in most of the elementary, middle,
and high schools receiving TA funds for one year and/or two years; however, the findings are not as
satisfying for the seven elementary schools that received TA funds for two years and the eight PPS
middle and six PPS high schools receiving TA funds for four years.
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Average Increase in Absolute Indexes for Improving Schools

Table 13

Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools
Four years of PPS TA funding 0.11 0.23
Three years of PPS TA funding
Two years of PPS TA funding 0.19 0.17 0.50
One year of PPS TA funding 0.16 , 033
No PPS TA funding 0.12 0.11 033

Table 14
Average Decrease in Absolute Indexes for Declining Schools

Elementary Schools Middle Schools High Schools
Four years of PPS TA funding -0.09 -0.36
Three years of PPS TA funding
Two years of PPS TA funding -0.06 -0.14
One year of PPS TA funding
No PPS TA funding -0.08 -0.08 -0.41

The elementary and middle school data support the concept that the performance gap between
schools receiving PPS TA funds and those not receiving PPS TA funds is closing, with the exception
of the PPS middle schools receiving PPS TA funds for four years (which had the same average
increase in absolute indexes as the middle schools receiving no PPS TA funds) and the declining PPS
middle schools that had larger average rates of decline than did the non-PPS TA-funded schools (see

Tables 13 & 14).

The high school data was satisfying for the PPS high schools receiving TA funds for one and
two years in that the average increase in absolute indexes for improving schools was larger than that of
high schools not receiving PPS TA funds, and no PPS high schools receiving TA funds for one and
two years showed declines in absolute indexes (see Tables 13 &14). The data for PPS high schools
receiving TA funds for four years was not satisfying in that the average increase in absolute indexes
for improving PPS high schools was smaller than the average increase in improving non-PPS TA-

funded schools.

Overall, the data indicates that PPS elementary, middle, and high schools receiving TA funds
for one and two years have greater rates of change and greater average increases in absolute indexes
than non-PPS TA-funded schools; however, the inverse is true for the eight PPS middle schools and
six PPS high schools receiving TA funds for four years. Fortunately, one of the charges for the new
Office of School Transformation is the creation of a new plan for school transformation that addresses
persistently low-achieving PPS. This plan, which will also be incorporated into SC’s ESEA
Flexibility Waiver, will be submitted to the United States Department of Education by February 21,

2012.
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Appendix A

The Text of Proviso 1A.20, SDE-EIA: Technical Assistance

General Appropriation Act for Fiscal Year 2011-12

The TA funding proviso, originally Proviso 1A.44, was renumbered as Proviso 1A.42 in 200809, 1A.39 in 2009-10, and 1A.21 in
2010-11.)

1A.20. (SDE-EIA: Technical Assistance) In order to best meet the needs of underperforming
schools, funds appropriated for technical assistance to schools with an absolute rating of below
average or at-risk on the most recent annual school report card must be allocated according to the
severity of not meeting report card criteria.

Schools receiving an absolute rating of below average or at-risk must develop and submit to
the Department of Education a school renewal plan outlining goals for improvements. Of the
technical assistance funds allocated to below average or at-risk schools each allocation must address
specific strategies designed to increase student achievement and must include measures to evaluate
success. The school renewal plan may include expenditures for recruitment incentives for faculty and
staff, performance incentives for faculty and staff, assistance with curriculum and test score analysis,
professional development activities based on curriculum and test score analysis that may include daily
stipends if delivered on days outside of required contract days. School expenditures of technical
assistance shall be monitored by the Department of Education.

With the funds appropriated to the Department of Education for technical assistance services,
the department will assist schools with an absolute rating of below average or at-risk in designing and
implementing technical assistance school renewal plans and in brokering for technical assistance
personnel as needed and as stipulated in the plan. In addition, the department must monitor student
academic achievement and the expenditure of technical assistance funds in schools receiving these
funds and report their findings to the General Assembly and the Education Oversight Committee by
January first of each fiscal year as the General Assembly may direct. If the Education Oversight
Committee or the department requests information from schools or school districts regarding the
expenditure of technical assistance funds pursuant to evaluations, the school or school district must
provide the evaluation information necessary to determine effective use. If the school or school
district does not provide the evaluation information necessary to determine effective use, the principal
of the school or the district superintendent may be subject to receiving a public reprimand by the State
Board of Education if it is determined that those individuals are responsible for the failure to provide
the required information.

No more than five percent of the total amount appropriated for technical assistance services to
schools with an absolute rating of below average or at-risk may be retained and expended by the
department for implementation and delivery of technical assistance services. Using previous report
card data, the department shall identify priority schools. Up to $6,000,000 of the total funds
appropriated for technical assistance shall be used by the department to work with those schools
identitied as priority schools. Of this amount, $750,000 may be used for after-school or summer
enrichment programs focused on dropout prevention for at-risk students.

The department will create a system of levels of technical assistance for schools that will
receive technical assistance funds. The levels will be determined by the severity of not meeting report
card criteria. The levels of technical assistance may include a per student allocation, placement of a
principal mentor, replacement of the principal, and/or reconstitution of a school.

Reconstitution means the redesign or reorganization of the school, which includes the
declaration that all positions in the school are considered vacant. Certified staff currently employed in
priority schools must undergo a formal evaluation in the spring following the school's identification as
a priority school and must meet determined goals to be rehired and continue their employment at that
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school. Student achievement will be considered as a significant factor when determining whether to
rehire existing staff. Educators who were employed at a school that is being reconstituted prior to the
effective date of this proviso and to whom the employment and dismissal laws apply will not lose their
rights in the reconstitution. If they are not rehired or are not assigned to another school in the school
district they have the opportunity for a hearing. However, employment and dismissal laws shall not
apply to educators who are employed in the district and assigned to the priority schools after the
effective date of this proviso, in the event of a reconstitution of the school in which the educator is
employed. Those rights are only suspended in the event of a reconstitution of the entire school staff.
Additionally, the rights and requirements of the employment and dismissal laws do not apply to
educators who are currently on an induction or annual contract, that subsequently are offered
continuing contract status after the effective date of this proviso, and are employed at a school that is
subject to reconstitution under this proviso.

The reconstitution of a school could take place if the school has been identified as a priority
school that has failed to improve satisfactorily. The decision to reconstitute a school shall be made by
the State Superintendent of Education in consultation with the principal and/or principal mentor, the
school board of trustees, and the district superintendent. The decision to reconstitute a school shall be
made by April first, at which time notice shall be given to all employees of the school. The
department, in consultation with the principal and district superintendent, shall develop a staffing plan,
recruitment and performance bonuses, and a budget for each reconstituted school.

Upon approval of the school renewal plans by the department and the State Board of
Education, a newly identified school or a currently identified school with an absolute rating of below
average or at-risk on the report card will receive a base amount and a per pupil allocation based on the
previous year's average daily membership as determined by the annual budget appropriation. No more
than fifteen percent of funds not expended in the prior fiscal year may be carried forward and
expended in the current fiscal year for strategies outlined in the school's renewal plan. Schools must
use technical assistance funds to augment or increase, not to replace or supplant local or state revenues
that would have been used if the technical assistance funds had not been available. Schools must use
technical assistance funds only to supplement, and to the extent practical, increase the level of funds
available from other revenue sources.
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Appendix B

The Text of Proviso 1A.22,

SDE-EIA: School Districts and Special Schools Flexibility
General Appropriation Act for Fiscal Year 2011-12

1A.22. (SDE-EIA: School Districts and Special Schools Flexibility) All school districts and
special schools of this State may transfer and expend funds among appropriated state general fund
revenues, Education Improvement Act funds, Education Lottery Act funds, and funds received from
the Children's Education Endowment Fund for school facilities and fixed equipment assistance, to
ensure the delivery of academic and arts instruction to students. However, a school district may not
transfer funds allocated specifically for state level maintenance of effort requirements under IDEA,
required for debt service or bonded indebtedness. All school districts and special schools of this State
may suspend professional staffing ratios and expenditure regulations and guidelines at the sub-
function and service area level, except for four-year old programs.

In order for a school district to take advantage of the flexibility provisions, at least seventy
percent of the school district's per pupil expenditures must be utilized within the In$ite categories of
instruction, instructional support, and noninstruction pupil services. No portion of the seventy percent
may be used for business services, debt service, capital outlay, program management, and leadership
services, as defined by InSite. The school district shall report to the Department of Education the
actual percentage of its per pupil expenditures used for classroom instruction, instructional support,
and noninstruction pupil services for the current school year ending June thirtieth. Salaries of on-site
principals must be included in the calculation of the district's per pupil expenditures.

"In$ite" means the financial analysis model for education programs utilized by the Department
of Education.

School districts are encouraged to reduce expenditures by means, including, but not limited
to, limiting the number of low enrollment courses, reducing travel for the staff and the school district's
board, reducing and limiting activities requiring dues and memberships, reducing transportation costs
for extracurricular and academic competitions, and expanding virtual instruction.

School districts and special schools may carry forward unexpended funds from the prior fiscal
year into the current fiscal year.

Prior to implementing the flexibility authorized herein, school districts must provide to Public
Charter Schools the per pupil allocation due to them for each categorical program.

Quarterly throughout the current fiscal year, the chairman of each school district's board and
the superintendent of each school district must certify where noninstructional or nonessential programs
have been suspended and the specific flexibility actions taken. The certification must be in writing,
signed by the chairman and the superintendent, delivered electronically to the State Superintendent of
Education, and an electronic copy forwarded to the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, the
Chairman of the Senate Education Committee, the Chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee, and the Chairman of the House Education and Public Works Committee. Additionally,
the certification must be presented publicly at a regularly called school board meeting, and the
certification must be posted on the internet website maintained by the school district.

For the current fiscal year, Section 59-21-1030 is suspended. Writing assessments in grades
three, four, six, and seven, formative assessments for grades one, two, and nine, the foreign language
program assessment, financial literacy, and the physical education assessment must be suspended.
Textbook purchases beyond that required for replacement of instructional material currently on the
state adopted textbook list may be suspended. School districts and the Department of Education are
granted permission to purchase the most economical type of bus fuel.

For the current fiscal year, savings generated from the suspension of the writing assessments
and the suspension of new textbooks adoptions enumerated above must be allocated to school districts
based on the Education Finance Act formula.
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School districts must maintain a transaction register that includes a complete record of all
funds expended over one hundred dollars, from whatever source, for whatever purpose. The register
must be prominently posted on the district's internet website and made available for public v1ew1ng
and downloading. The register must include for each expenditure:

(1) the transaction amount;
(ii) the name of the payee; and
(iii) a statement providing a detailed description of the expenditure.

The register must not include an entry for salary, wages, or other compensation paid to
individual employees. The register must not include any information that can be used to identify an
individual employee. The register must be accompanied by a complete explanation of any codes or
acronyms used to identify a payee or an expenditure. The register must be searchable and updated at
least once a month.

Each school district must also maintain on its internet website a copy of each monthly
statement for all of the credit cards maintained by the entity, including credit cards issued to its
officers or employees for official use. The credit card number on each statement must be redacted
prior to posting on the internet website. Each credit card statement must be posted not later than the
thirtieth day after the first date that any portion of the balance due as shown on the statement is paid.

The Comptroller General must establish and maintain a website to contain the information
required by this section from a school district that does not maintain its own internet website. The
internet website must be organized so that the public can differentiate between the school districts and
search for the information they are seeking.

School districts that do not maintain an internet website must transmit all information required
by this provision to the Comptroller General in a manner and at a time determined by the Comptroller
General to be included on the internet website.

The Comptroller General shall distribute to the districts a methodology and resources for
compliance. If a district complies with the methodology, it shall be reimbursed for any documented
expenses incurred as a result of compliance. Reimbursement must be from the budget of the
Comptroller General.

The provisions contained herein do not amend, suspend, supersede, replace, revoke, restrict, or
otherwise affect Chapter 4, Title 30, the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.
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Appendix C

e —————
2011-12 Palmetto Priority Schools Memorandum of Agreement
|

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
2011-12 School Year of Implementation

name of identified school district

This agreement is between the South Carolina Department of Education, name of identified
school district, and the Local School Board of name of identified school district for the purpose of
supporting name of identified Palmetto Priority Schoo!l in the implementation of the terms
outlined in this Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), along with the individualized Palmetto
Priority School Plan of Action MOA Addendum for the 2011-12 school year.

Whereas, the parties agree that the identified school will become part of the Palmetto Priority School
program;

Whereas, the parties agree that with this designation, there are certain responsibilities and actions that
must be taken for the success of the Palmetto Priority School; :

Whereas, the school district and school understand that by becoming a Palmetto Priority School, the
school receives the benefit of increased funding and support; but to maintain this support, the school
district and school must comply with the terms of this MOA.

Whereas, the school district understands that improving school performance and student achievement
is the responsibility of the school district and that the South Carolina Department of Education is
dedicated to providing support to achieve that aim.

NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree to the following:

South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) Responsibilities

The SCDE shall:
e Meet the terms of this MOA.

e Provide assistance, as requested, to the Palmetto Priority School (PPS) in the areas of school-
based finance, budgeting, and staffing.

e Provide educator recruitment and retention assistance, as requested, to the PPS and district.

e Assist the PPS and district in establishing partnerships with colleges/universities and the
public/private sector, as well as community-based partners, for each of the identified schools.

*  Assist the PPS and district in connecting with other schools across the state that have similar
demographics and challenges, yet are achieving better student achievement results.

e Assign a representative to participate on the PPS leadership team.
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* Provide advice and assistance through the PPS leadership team state representative to the PPS
and district on proven strategies for improving school performance and student achievement.

* Develop and disseminate a PPS Principal Job Description and participate in the recruitment
and hiring process of all newly hired principals of PPS.

* Provide support through the PPS leadership team state representative including:

o assisting the district/school leadership in the Needs Assessment Process;

o assisting in the development, implementation, and monitoring of the PPS Plan of
Action, MOA Addendum;

o helping to ensure PPS funds and activities are dedicated to improving school
performance and student achievement; and

o providing assistance to the district/school leaders as they continually make and
monitor ongoing site adjustments, based on the specific needs and progress of the
students in the PPS.

¢ Provide available funds to implement the transformation effort in selected PPS and districts.
¢ Assist the district and PPS in implementing a value-added assessment model (Teacher

Advancement Program [TAP] model or another research-proven model similar to TAP), to
include student, teacher, and principal performance data.

School District Responsibilities

The School District shall:
o  Meet the terms of this MOA.

* Develop and implement a recruitment and retention plan as part of the PPS action plan that
includes incentives for effective certified teachers, teacher leaders, and school administrators,
ensuring that priority is given to the PPS in filling all vacancies, while working to ensure that
the PPS is fully staffed with an effective and highly qualified instructional staff.

e Implement a value-added assessment program for certified teachers, teacher leaders, and
school administrators that may be based in part on a model that is similar to the TAP model, to
include student, teacher, and principal performance data.

* Provide priority governance and leadership to the PPS to promote student performance and
school effectiveness.

e Ensure that all PPS principals have the appropriate school-level certification and have a
minimum of three years of progressive leadership experience as a building principal, having
demonstrated effectiveness as indicated by student achievement results. These principals must
meet the criteria specified in the PPS Principal Job Description, developed by the SCDE.

* Ensure that all candidates who are being considered for the position of the PPS principal are
submitted to the SCDE for review before being presented to the local school board for review
or approval.

¢ Ensure that eligible principals complete the course work and attendance requirements for the
SCDE School Leadership Executive Institute (SLEI) or Transformational Leaders Academy.
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Develop a PPS leadership team, including an SCDE representative.

Identify and assign a district contact person as the district superintendent’s representative for
the PPS. That person shall:
» Serve as an advocate for the PPS;
* Review the allocation of resources;
* Encourage collaboration;
* Ensure equity of learning opportunities for all students at the PPS both
school-wide and district-wide;
*=  Monitor the implementation of the MOA,
* Assist in the development, implementation, and monitoring of the SCDE
approved PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum; and
*  Submit required updates on a monthly basis to the SCDE.

Ensure that funds provided by the SCDE for the PPS are NOT FLEXED, but are expended
appropriately by the district in strict accordance to the implementation of the PPS Plan of
Action MOA Addendum.

Ensure the participation of the following individuals in all PPS/SCDE identified meetings:
* District superintendent or superintendent’s designee;
= Local school board chairperson or chairperson’s designee; and
= PPS principal.

Work with the principal to evaluate all programs and initiatives to determine the effectiveness
of each one; and work with district and school leadership to eliminate all ineffective
programs and initiatives, adhering only to those few that are essential to improving student
achievement.

Reach out to community organizations and businesses to garner their support for improving
schools by establishing ongoing relationships with community and business entities in support
of improving student achievement.

Palmetto Priority School Responsibilities

The PPS, through the leadership of the principal, shall;

Meet the terms of this MOA.

Develop a School Leadership Team.

Develop and promote a school climate and culture that is student-centered.
Collaborate with all stakeholders.

Develop, implement, and monitor the SCDE approved PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum.
o Implement an approved curriculum that is aligned with the South Carolina state
standards.

o Develop a focus on curriculum and instruction, identifying specific ELA and math
initiatives.

* Monitor teachers’ instructional practices through weekly observations,
ensuring alignment with the curriculum; provide written feedback; conference
with teachers regarding feedback; and make follow-up observations to ensure
that effective adjustments have been made in the delivery of instruction.
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* Ensure that every teacher is assigned to an instructionally focused
Communities Advancing Professional Practice (CAPP) and provide ongoing
professional development support for staff.

* Develop and implement effective strategies at specific grade levels/content
areas to address weaknesses, using district-wide assessment tools to analyze
results.

Rely on a clearly defined benchmark and assessment system to measure academic
improvement throughout the school year.

Provide appropriate, comprehensive needs assessment, as prescribed by the Office of
School Transformation, and adhere to specific school-level monitoring activities.

* Elementary School
v" Analyze subgroup results of Palmetto Assessment of State Standards
(PASS).
v" Develop and implement an approved SCDE literacy initiative.

* Middle School
v" Analyze subgroup results of PASS.

v" Analyze subgroup results of End-of-Course Examination Program
(EOCEP).

= High School
v' Analyze subgroup results of High School Assessment Program (HSAP).
v" Analyze subgroup results of EOCEP.
v" Monitor the ninth grade field for Graduation Rate on a monthly basis.

Evaluate all programs and initiatives, as directed by the local school district, to
determine the effectiveness of each one; and work with district leadership to eliminate
all ineffective programs and initiatives, adhering only to those few that are essential to
improving student achievement.

Complete the Quarterly Budget Report as it pertains to meeting the goals and
implementing the strategies in the PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum.

Clearly delineate in the PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum evidence of a decreasing
dependence on state funds, being specific in how ongoing expenses will be
assimilated in the budget as the PPS moves forward.

Collaborate with the assigned PPSL on a weekly basis and follow the guidance of the PPSL,
as directed by the Office of School Transformation.

Local School Board Responsibilities

Meet the terms of this MOA as a way to transform and improve school performance and
student achievement.

Gain an understanding of the Local School Board’s responsibility and accountability in
monitoring the academic progress for the PPS, in accordance with S.C. Code Ann. § 59-18-
1520 of the Education Accountability Act of 1998.

Monitor the implementation of the SCDE support system and MOA, as well as the SCDE
approved PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum, in accordance with the local school board
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policies and in conjunction with the South Carolina School Board Association policies and
procedures for school boards.

Reach out to community organizations and businesses to garner their support for improving
schools. Create momentum and energy in the community for improving school performance
and student achievement by establishing ongoing relationships with community and business
entities in support of improving student achievement.

Monitor all PPS expenditures to ensure that they are focused on improving school
performance and student achievement.

Allocate time on a quarterly basis, documenting meeting agendas, to receive updates from
the PPS principal and/or the district superintendent.

Send representation to all PPS Collaboration Meetings.

Funding

All SCDE travel and assigned school activities are contingent upon funding.

Enforcement of the Terms of this MOA

The Office of School Transformation in the SCDE will monitor the implementation of the MOA
and the PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum. In the event that the MOA and the PPS Plan of Action
are not being fully implemented as determined by the Office of School Transformation, appropriate
actions will be taken to ensure compliance. These actions may include:

A called meeting by the Director of the Office of School Transformation to include the
local school board chairperson, the district superintendent, and the principal. All parties shall
attend this scheduled meeting in Columbia, South Carolina to discuss the lack of
implementation.

Written notification from the State Superintendent of Education to the local school
board chairperson, with copies forwarded to the district superintendent and the principal,
warning of an appearance before the State Board of Education if corrective action is not
taken within thirty days.

Appearance of the local school board members, the district superintendent, and the
principal before the State Board of Education.

Termination of technical assistance and loss of funding, in addition to any other remedy
available to the State Superintendent of Education, as established by law.
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The signatures below confirm that all parties understand and agree to support the terms as
outlined in this MOA, to include the individualized PPS Plan of Action MOA Addendum to be
finalized by the district/school leadership and to be reviewed for approval by the SCDE at the
beginning of the 2011-12 school year.

Signed by:
Mick Zais, State Superintendent Date
South Carolina Department of Education
Signed by:
Montrio Belton, Director Date
Office of School Transformation
Signed by:
Local School Board Chairperson Date
Signed by:
School District Superintendent Date
Signed by:
Palmetto Priority School Principal Date
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Appendix D

2010 and 2011 Absolute Ratings and Change for PPS Schools Receiving TA Funds: 3
} I PPS Schools Receiving Funds for Four Years (2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11)
2010 2011
Report Report
Card Card
Schools Eligible for Four Type of Absolute Absolute
District Years School Rating Rating Change
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax Middle M 1.93 1.88 -0.05
Charleston Burke High (Middle) M 2.08 2.17 0.09
Hampton 2 Estill Middle M 2.16 1.97 -0.19
Jasper Ridgeland Middle M 2.14 2.31 0.17
Lee Lee Central Middle M 2.17 2.13 -0.04
Richland One Alcorn Middle M 2.13 2.32 0.19
Richland One Heyward Gibbes Middle M 2.23 230 0.07
Richland One WA Perry Middle M 2.23 2.27 0.04
Charleston North Charleston High H 1.0 1.2 0.2
Charleston R.B. Stall High H 1.9 1.7 -0.2
Charleston Burke High H 1.8 2.0 0.2
Hampton 2 Estill High H 1.9 2.2 0.3
Richland One CA Johnson High H 2.2 1.5 -0.7
Richland One Eau Claire High H 2.8 2.6 -0.2
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Appendix D

2010 and 2011 Absolute Ratings and Change for PPS Schools Receiving TA Funds:

PPS Schools Receiving Funds for Two Years (2009-10 and 2010-11)

2010 2011
Report Report
Card Card
Type of | Absolute Absolute
District Schools Eligible for Two Years | School Rating Rating Change
Beaufort Whale Branch Elementary E 2.37 2.64 0.27
Florence 3 Lake City Elementary E 2.34 2.27 -0.07
Florence 4 Brockington Elementary E 2.23 2.14 -0.09
Lee Dennis Intermediate E 1.94 2.15 0.21
Lee Lower Lee Elementary E 2.17 2.13 -0.04
Marlboro Blenheim Elementary E 2.28 2.38 0.1
Spartanburg 7 Cleveland Elementary E 234 2.30 -0.04
Charleston Morningside Middle M 2.07 2.17 0.1
Clarendon One | Scott’s Branch Middle M 2.59 2.86 0.27
Colleton Colleton Middle M 2.49 2.59 0.1
Dillon 2 J.V. Martin Jr. High M 2.51 2.46 -0.05
Fairfield Fairfield Middle M 2.45 2.70 0.25
Florence 3 Ronald E. McNair Middle M 245 2.70 0.25
Greenville Lakeview Middle M 2.39 2.47 0.08
Jasper Hardeeville Middle M 233 2.37 0.04
Marion 7 Creek Bridge Middle M 2.18 2.61 0.43
Marlboro Bennettsville Middle M 2.12 2.27 0.15
Marlboro Blenheim Middle M 2.15 2.22 0.07
Richland One W.G. Sanders Middle M 2.57 2.48 -0.09
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax High H 1.7 2.3 0.6
Greenville Carolina Academy High H 22 2.6 0.4

2010 and 2011 Absolute Ratings and Change for PPS Schools Receiving TA Funds:
PPS Schools Receiving Funds for One Year (2010-11)

2010 2011
Report Report
Card Card
Type of Absolute Absolute
District Schools Eligible for One Year School Rating Rating Change
Marlboro Bennettsville Elementary E 231 247 0.16
Barnwell 19 Blackville-Hilda High H 2.8 3.5 0.7
Charleston St. John’s High H 2.1 23 0.2
Williamsburg Kingstree Senior High H 23 24 0.1
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Appendix D

PPS Schools and Impact on Academic Achievement

Elementary Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 4 Years (2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11) =0
Elementary Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 3 Years (2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11) = 0

Elementary Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 2 Years (2009-10 and 2010-11)

District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Beaufort Whale Branch 2.37 2.64

Flo 3 Lake City 2.34 2.27

Flo 4 Brockington 2.23 2.14

Lee Dennis Intermed. 1.94 2.15

Lee Lower Lee 2.17 2.13

Marlboro Blenheim 2.28 2.38

Spart. 7 Cleveland 2.34 2.30

Mean Score 2.24 2.29 0.05

Elementary Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 1 Year (2010-11)
District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Marlboro Bennettsville 2.31 2.47 0.16

Middle Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 4 Years (2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11)

District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax 1.93 1.88

Charleston Burke High (Middle) 2.08 2.17

Hampton 2 Estill 2.16 1.97

Jasper Ridgeland 2.14 231

Lee Lee Central 2.17 2.13

Richland One Alcorn 2.13 2.32

Richland One Heyward Gibbes 2.23 2.30

Richland One WA Perry 2.23 2.27

Mean Score 2,13 2.17 0.04

Middle Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 3 Years (2008—09, 2009-10, 2010-11) =0

Middle Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 2 Years (2009-10, 2010-11)

District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Charleston Morningside 2.07 2.17
Clarendon One Scott’s Branch 2.59 2.86
Colleton Colleton 2.49 2.59
Dillon 2 JV Martin 2.51 2.46
Fairfield Fairfield 2.45 2.70
Flo 3 Ronald E. McNair 2.45 2.70
Greenville Lakeview 2.39 2.47
Jasper Hardeeville 2.33 2.37
Marion 7 Creek Bridge 2.18 2.61
Marlboro Bennettsville 2.12 2.27
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Marlboro Blenheim 2.15 2.22

Richland One W.G. Sanders 2.57 2.48

Mean Score 2.36 2.49 0.13
Middle Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 1 Year (2010-11) =0

High Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 4 Years (2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11).

District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Charleston N. Charleston High 1.0 1.2
Charleston R.B. Stall High 1.9 1.7
Charleston Burke High 1.8 2.0
Hampton 2 Estill High 1.9 2.2
Richland One CA Johnson 2.2 1.5
Richland One Eau Claire 2.8 2.6
Mean Score 1.9 1.9
1.93 1.87 -0.06

High Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 3 Years (2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11) =0

High Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 2 Years (2009-10, 2010-11)

District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Allendale Allendale-Fairfax 1.7 2.3

Greenville Carolina Academy 2.2 2.6

Mean Score 2.0 25 0.5

High Schools Receiving PPS TA Funding for 1 Year (2010-11)

District School 2010 Abs. Index 2011 Abs. Index Change
Barnwell 19 Blackville-Hilda 2.8 35

Charleston St. John’s 2.1 2.3

Williamsburg  Kingstree Senior 2.3 2.4

Mean Score 24 2.7 0.3
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Appendix F

Historical Data: Summary and List of Palmetto Priority Schools 1

There have been 58 schools identified as Palmetto Priority Schools (PPS) beginning with the 2006
report cards. Three of these schools are dual report card schools.

There were 16 original schools identified as PPS from the 2006 school report cards. One of these 16
PPS has dual report cards: Burke High School has middle and high dual report cards. Brentwood
Middle School closed at the end of the 2008—-09 school year, and Whitlock Junior High School closed
at the end of the 2009—10 school year.

There were no additional schools identified as PPS from the 2007 school report cards.

There were 24 additional schools identified as PPS from the 2008 school report cards. One of these 24
PPS has dual report cards: Blenheim Elementary/Middle School has elementary and middle dual
reports cards. Fraser Elementary School and R.D. Schroder Middle School closed at the end of the
2008-09 school year. Dennis Intermediate School closed at the end of the 2010-11 school year.

There were 3 new schools identified as PPS from the 2009 school report cards.

There were 15 new schools identified as PPS from the 2010 school report cards. One of these 15 PPS
has dual report cards: Hunter-Kinard-Tyler School has elementary and middle dual report cards.

The Palmetto Priority Schools staff is currently monitoring 30 schools during the 2011-12 school year
(30 + 1 dual report card = 31 report card levels).

» 8 of the original PPS from 2006 (16 + 1 dual report card = 17 report card levels)
» 7T met expected progress.
»2 closed.
» 6 of the additional PPS from 2008 (24 + 1 dual report card = 25 report card levels)
» 17 met expected progress. [One of these 17 schools continues to receive PPS service in
collaboration with School Improvement Grants (SIG).]
» 3 closed.
« 1 of the additional PPS from 2009 (3 + 0 dual report card = 3 report card levels)
»2 met expected progress.
+ 15 that were added from 2010 (15 + 1 dual report card = 16 report card levels)

See below a list of the PPS, along with the year that each school was identified.
District Names/School Names/Year Identified as PPS (2006/2008/2009/2010)
Allendale County Schools

Allendale Elementary School — 2010

Fairfax Elementary School — 2010

Allendale-Fairfax Middle School — 2006

Allendale-Fairfax High School — 2008

Bamberg County School District 2
Denmark-Olar Middle School — 2010
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Blackville-Hilda Public Schools (Barnwell 19)
Blackville-Hilda High School — 2009 [Met expected progress]

Beaufort County School District
Whale Branch Elementary School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Charleston County School District
Burke High School (High) — 2006 [Met expected progress]
Burke High School (Middle) — 2006
Edmund A. Burns Elementary School - 2010
Malcolm C. Hursey Elementary School —2010
Morningside Middle School — 2008

* A.R.M.S. Academy at Morningside Middle School

« EXCEL Academy (Excellence in Creativity and Educational Leadership)
North Charleston High School — 2006
R.B. Stall High School — 2006 [Met expected progress|
Sanders-Clyde Elementary/Middle School (Elementary) — 2010
St. John’s High School — 2009
Brentwood Middle School — 2006 [closed in June 2009]
Fraser Elementary School — 2008 [closed in June 2009]
R.D. Schroder Middle School — 2008 [closed in June 2009]

Clarendon School District One
Scott’s Branch Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Colleton School District
Colleton Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress|

Dillon School District Two
J.V. Martin Junior High School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

The School District of Fairfield County

Fairfield Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]
Fairfield Elementary School — 2010
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Florence County School District Three

Lake City Elementary School — 2008 [Met expected progress]
Main Street Elementary School —2010

Ronald E. McNair Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Florence County Scheol District Four
Brockington Elementary School — 2008
Johnson Middle School — 2006 [Met expected progress]

The School District of Greenville County
Carolina Academy — 2008 [Met expected progress| [Receives PPS service in collaboration with SIG]
Lakeview Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Hampton County School District 2

Estill Elementary School —2010

EstillMiddle School — 2006 [Met expected progress]
Estill High School — 2006 [Met expected progress]

Jasper County School District

Hardeeville Middle/High School (Middle) — 2008 [Met expected progress]
Ridgeland Elementary School — 2010

Ridgeland Middle School — 2006

Lee County School District

Dennis Intermediate School — 2008 [closed in June 2011]

Lee CentralMiddle School (former Mt. Pleasant Middle School) — 2006
Lower Lee Elementary School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

West Lee Elementary School — 2010

Marion School District Seven
Creek Bridge High School (Middle) — 2008

Marlboro County School District

Bennettsville Elementary School — 2010

Bennettsville Middle School — 2008

Blenheim Elementary/Middle School (Elementary)— 2008 [Met expected progress]
Blenheim Elementary/Middle School (Middle) — 2008 [Met expected progress]
Clio Elementary/Middle School (Middle) — 2010

Orangeburg County Consolidated School District Three
Elloree Elementary School (Middle) —2010

Orangeburg Consolidated School District Four

Hunter-Kinard-Tyler School (Elementary)—2010
Hunter-Kinard-Tyler School (Middle) — 2010
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Richland County School District One

Alcorn Middle School — 2006

C.A. Johnson High School — 2006 [Met expected progress]
Eau Claire High School — 2006 [Met expected progress]
Heyward Gibbes Middle School — 2006

W.A., Perry Middle School — 2006

W.G. Sanders Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Spartanburg School District Seven
Whitlock Junior High School — 2006 [closed in June 2010]
Cleveland Elementary School — 2008 {Met expected progress|

Sumter School District Two
Mayewood Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Sumter School District 17
Chestnut Oaks Middle School — 2008 [Met expected progress]

Williamsburg County School District
Kingstree Senior High School — 2009 {Met expected progress]
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