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tell them ~

grassroots e-advocacy network

2 October 2015

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Governor Haley,

My name is Eme Crawford and | am the Director of Advocacy at Tell Them, a grassroots network of 20,000 South
Carolinians in support of responsible reproductive health policy.

On September 17 a cohort of Columbia community members — mothers, fathers, daughters, sons, and families—
gathered to write letters to you in support of the preventive health services the Columbia Planned Parenthood
clinic offers.

We are concerned that the political brouhaha over Planned Parenthood at the national level has overshadowed
the real need on the ground in South Carolina for affordable services like contraception, pap tests, breast exams,
and STl testing and treatment.

In the letters enclosed you’ll hear from:

e Arape crisis advocate who has encountered survivors of sexual assault who have only found gynecological
services free of victim blaming at Planned Parenthood;

e Asingle woman struggling to support herself through school and work a full time job who has found
herself in need of the affordable reproductive health care the Planned Parenthood provides;

e And perhaps most touching, a kindergarten student who asks you to “Please do the right thing for girls
like me...We all deserve to be safe and healthy.”

The Tell Them network thanks you for your time and leadership on the issue of domestic violence. The needs of all
South Carolinians, however, cannot be met by a singular policy. They must be met through collective efforts to
ensure women have all available resources to protect their safety, health and well-being. Please consider the
enclosed letters and allow Columbia’s Planned Parenthood clinic to continue providing safe and effective
preventive health services.

Sincerely,

(ol
Eme Crawford, PhD
Tell Them, Director of Advocacy

1501 Main Street TEL 803.929.0088
Suite 150 FAX 8083.929.0089
Columbia SC 29201 www.tellthemsc.org
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We're Keeping Our Columbia Clinic

Rep. Beth Bernstein and Columbia advocates joined Tell Them in a letter writing campaign to tell Gov.
Haley to knock off the political shenanigans and ensure our Columbia Planned Parenthood clinic, which
provides thousands of preventive health services to South Carolinians, stays open.

Politicians are taking liberties with women’s bodies.

HOW FAR WILL WE LET THEM G0?

We're Keepin'
our
Columbia Clinie '.o

We're Keepin' Our Columbia Clinic

-

® Thursday, September 17 at 6:00pm - 8.00pm

135 56 971

Q Spotted Salamander Catering

WE'RE KEEPIN' OUR
*** COLUMBIA CLINIC =+

(;mtted Salamander Catering
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S— Amy Holleman
—

I hate to bail on the party, but something has come up, and | must | will
definitely write a letter though!

|b Like Comment Share

@ TeliThem! Thanks for your support, Amy!

ﬁ Amy Holleman You know TeliThem! always has my support!

: Unlike - 52
E Jordan Slice

Why does Thursday have to be so popular?! It looks like | won't be able to

make it to the gathering. What are some tips for sending my own letter
TellThemi? Is there anything else | can do for armchair activism since |
can't make it?

Also - thanks for informing me of Governor Haley's escapades...| had NO
Idea this was going on (#LifeWithoutCable) & I'm very disappointed (yet
sadly not surprised)

Alyssa Miller

Thank you so much to TeliThem! for putting this on and for being such
strong allies of Pianned Parenthood

Unfortunately | will be unable to make it

I will be in Myrtie speaking with the Democratic Women's club and
following y'alis lead in writing letters

THANK YOU Columbialll @9

ol Like B Comment Share

eliThemt, Ashiey Crary, Linda Brown, Monika M Carey and 6 others like this

@ TeliThem! You hold down Myrtie, we'll take Columbia (&

R Alyssa Mitier (@
i 2 5:480m - Like

Linda Brown Im in myrtle too teaching std prevention We will be there in
spiritt
Unlike -«% 3




m Mary Lee Taylor Kinosian

This is 2015 It is ridiculous to oppose an agency that tries to prevent

unwanted pregnancies in the first place. If a woman has made the painful

decision to abort a pregnancy. it is not the State's place to step in and
interfere with her decision, either Separation of church and state means
just that. Stop threatening a program/institution that does good work
already: PP makes a significant positive difference to our community
Women are citizens Not broodmares. Thank you

‘. Like ynment Share

ler, Linda Brown, Steve Cunningham and 3 others like this

¥| Mindy Brown Rimer Preach it Sisterit
nlike 52

'ig ' ‘I" Debbie Billings

Just amazing. | know that you all are working on this, but please share

data on how many women are served by these clinics every year so that

we can write letters and make calls. This is just outrageous

s Like i Comment Share

1da Brown, Ann Burch Smith and 2 others like this
Carole Cato Totally agree, 100% Plus! A march, anyone?

=P Unlike %3

TellThem! All sorts af un s!a! stics here

hitp /www telithemse org/write_gov_haley_in_support_of

_‘- Write Gov. Haley in Support of Women's
. ‘ Health

Stephanie Sutton Thanabouasy

This is sad and mean spirited. How can an organization that helps so
many people be treated this way. I'm loosing faith in humanity

Wl Like Comment Share

TellThem! and Carole Cato fike this

TeliThem! Dont lose faith; help us show our strength! Hope you can join us
on Thursday!

Stephanie Sutton Thanabouasy | have kidos and classes on Thursday. Can
you pm me !alwng points and an address to send a letter to?

Untike Y 1
Telmwm Sure thing! Thanks!
v telithemsc org/write_gov_haley_in_support_of
_x Write Gov. Haley in Support of Women's
Health

Pa@

wwscwars

R

v
Sally Bette

Just submitted comments online! This is outrageous!
e Like f 5

TeliThem! likes this

@ TelfThem! Right ont Thanks, Saily!
ke

E Ken Barbie

Will there be an actual physical rally in the near future?

s Monde and Meeghan Kane like this
@ TeliThem! if there’s enough support, yes!

Ken Barbie | support a raliy

ke ofy2

E Jen Bailey Bergen | support a rally!

ke




By the end of the evening we gathered 54, beautifully handwritten letters from South Carolinians to
deliver to Gov. Haley! Thank you Tell Them advocates for using your influence to support responsible
reproductive health policies.
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