
EvangelicalleadersseekHaley's
help on transgender issue
Wire,Staff Reports

The presidents of seven
evangelical Christian
colleges wantS.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley toprotect
institutions like theirs
from mandatesonthe use
of bathrooms bytrans­
gender students.
In aletter Monday,the

presidents of schools,
including BobJones Uni­
versity inGreenvilleand
Columbia International
University inColumbia,
ask the Republicantouse
her platform to"promote
religious freedom."
The presidents specifi­

cally cited asathreat a
California proposal that

would deny
college
students in
that state
the ability
to takepart
ingrant
programsif
their

schools were found in
violation of California's
gender­identity policies.
The California proposal
would have noweight in
South Carolina.
However, the presidents

also warnmandates like
the ObamaAdministra­
tion's orderrequiring
public schools tolet trans­
gender students use bath­
rooms consistentwith
their chosen gender iden­

tity couldviolate "the
privacy and modestyof
students" whoobject
based onreligious values.
A federal judge has

blocked the administra­
tion's order.The judge
ruled federal education
law "isnot ambiguous"
about sex being defined as
"the biologicaland ana­
tomical differences be­
tween male andfemale
students as determined at
their birth."
Also, among the presi­

dents signing the letter
were the heads ofAn­
derson University, Char­
leston Southern Universi­
ty, Erskine College,North
Greenville University and
Southern Wesleyan.
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE

School
discipline,
academics
and the
18thhorse
AFTER I WROTElast

week about ourstate's
disturbingly broad
disturbing schoolslaw,

I got aletterto theeditor and a
letter tomethat both referredto
the October incident when a
Richland Countysheriff's depu­
ty tossed a studentfrom her
desk and arrested her.Both
letters asked,essentially: How
else was thedeputysupposed to
remove thestudent fromthe
classroom ifshe wouldn't let go
of the desk?
And I remembered the story

of the 18thhorse.
"A farmer died," goesthe

story that was makingthe
rounds onemail chainslast
summer, "leaving his17horses
tohisthree sons.
"When hissonsopened up

thewill it read: My eldestson
shouldget half of (the)total
horses;My middleson should
begiven onethird ofthe total
horses;My youngestson should
begiven oneninth ofthe total
horses.
"Asit's impossibletodivide

17into half or 17 by3or 17by9,
thethree sons started tofight
witheach other.
"So, theydecided togo toa

farmer friendwho they consid­
ered quite smart, toseeif he
couldwork it outfor them.
"Thefarmer friend readthe

willpatiently, (and) after giving
duethought, hebrought oneof
hisownhorses over and added
it tothe17. Thatincreased the

totalto18horses.
"Now, hedivided the horses

according to their father'swill.
"Half of18=9.So hegave the

eldest son9horses.
"A thirdof 18=6. So hegave

the middleson6horses.
"A ninth of18=2.So hegave

the youngestson 2horses.
"Now addup howmany

horses they have:
"Eldest son:9
"Middle son:6
"Youngest son:2
"TOTAL = 17
"Now this leavesonehorse

over, sothe farmer friend takes
his horse backtohis farm.
"Problem solved.
"Moral: The attitudeof nego­

tiation and problemsolving is to
find the'18th horse'­that is
the common ground. Oncea
person is abletofind the18th
horse, theissue is resolved.It is
difficult attimes. However, to
reach a solution, thefirststep is
tobelieve that thereis a solu­
tion. If wethinkthat there is no
solution, we won'tbeableto
reach any! Wouldbeagoodidea
if allour politicianscould do
farmer math!"
What elsecouldthe deputy

have done at Spring Valley?
What ifthat's thewrong ques­
tion?
Imagine what would have

happened if, instead of callingin
a schoolresource officer, the
assistant principal had brought
inthe 18thhorse. If hehad said
tothe student whorefused to

hand overher cellphoneand
then refusedtoleave:"Fine, I'll
deal with youafter class.And
the results willbe muchworse
thanif youleavewith menow."
If hehad thenturned tothe
teacher andsaid: "Resume
teaching. I'll justtake aseat in
the back incase thestudent
decidesshe's ready toleave."
To me,there are nomore

daunting public­policy questions
thanhow toimprove the sit­
uation inour schools­whether
that involves disciplineor test
scores, how toteach difficult­to­
teach students or how tocon­
vince students towanttolearn.
I can tell youhowtomake our

highways safer, or make ourtax
code smarter,or prevent
melt­downs like theonegoing
on atthe Richland County
Recreation Commission, or
improve ourethics lawor our
judicial­selection lawor deal
with a host ofotherproblems.
But those schoolproblems don't
have obvious answers,inlarge
part because criticsare abso­
lutely correcttolay themat the
feet of parents whodon't do
their jobs. Whatthose critics
refuse torecognize isthat we
have to findanswerseven when
they aren't obvious.
AfterIwrote inan earlier

column that we have tomake
sure children inourstateget a
decent education,that we don't
have the optionof throwing
themaway, I got acall froma
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man whosaidwe couldnever
dothat untilwe stoppedirre­
sponsible peoplefrom having
children. I tried toexplain that
while I wouldlove todothat,
the federal courtssimply would
not allow it. Butthe manwho
had justtold meit was pointless
for ourschools toeven tryto
educate those kidsreplied that
myresponse wasn't acceptable
because he doesn'taccept"it's
impossible" foran answer.

Although hewas wrongto
believe his solutionwaspossible,
he wasright toreject the ideaof
impossible.
Imagine what would happenif

­instead of sayingthere's noth­
ingwe cando tocontrolmisbe­
having kids, or toteach difficult­
to­teach children,because only
more responsibleparents can
make a difference­weadopted
Gov Nikki Haley's"can't isn't
an option" mantra.

Imagine what would happenif
­instead of declaringthat 17
isn't divisible by threeor twoor
nine, or shooting horses until we
get toanumber that is­we all
searched togetheruntil we lo­
cated that 18thhorse.

Ms. Scoppe canbereached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803) 771­8571.

''WHATELSECOULD
THEDEPUTYHAVE
DONEATSPRING
VALLEY?WHATIF
THAT'STHEWRONG
QUESTION?
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State evangelical leaders seek
Haley's help on transgender issue
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ Presidents of seven evangeli­

cal Christian colleges are asking South Carolina
Gov. Nikki Haley to protect their institutions
from mandates on the use of bathrooms by
transgender students. They want the Republi­
can to use her platform to "promote religious
freedom."
The presidents warned in a letter delivered

Monday that the Obama administration's order
requiring public schools to let transgender stu­
dents use bathrooms consistent with their cho­
sen gender identity could violate "the privacy
and modesty of students" who object based on
religious values.
Such mandates "could ultimately deny us

the ability to fulfill our faith­based missions by
taking away our freedom to hire and dismiss

employees, provide health care for our employ­
ees, protect the privacy of our students in rest­
rooms, showers, and residence halls, and deny
our students the ability to use the federal and
state financial aid to which they are entitled at
faith­based universities," they said.
The letter was signed by the presidents of

Bob Jones University, Columbia International
University, Charleston Southern University,
North Greenville University, Erskine College
and Seminary, Southern Wesleyan University
and Anderson University.
Haley said she appreciated their input.
"South Carolina has a proud tradition of

upholding religious freedom," she said in a
response provided to The Associated Press. "I
look forward to working with the universities
to make sure we continue to honor that tradi­
tion."
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE

School
discipline,
academics
and the
18thhorse
AFTER I WROTElast

week about ourstate's
disturbingly broad
disturbing schoolslaw,

I got aletterto theeditor and a
letter tomethat both referredto
the October incident when a
Richland Countysheriff's depu­
tytossed a studentfrom her
desk and arrested her.Both
letters asked,essentially: How
else was thedeputysupposed to
remove thestudent fromthe
classroom ifshe wouldn't let go
of the desk?
And I remembered the story

of the 18thhorse.
"A farmerdied," goesthe

story that was makingthe
rounds onemail chainslast
summer, "leaving his17horses
tohisthree sons.
"When hissonsopened up

thewill it read: My eldestson
shouldget half of (the)total
horses;My middleson should
begivenonethird ofthe total
horses;My youngestson should
begivenoneninth ofthe total
horses.
"Asit's impossibletodivide

17into half or 17 by3or 17by9,
thethree sons started tofight
witheach other.
"So, theydecided togo toa

farmerfriendwho they consid­
eredquite smart, toseeif he
couldwork it outfor them.
"Thefarmerfriend readthe

willpatiently, (and) after giving
duethought, hebrought oneof
hisownhorses over and added
it tothe17. Thatincreasedthe

totalto18horses.
"Now, hedivided the horses

according to their father's will.
"Half of18=9.So hegave the

eldest son9horses.
"A thirdof 18=6. So hegave

the middleson6horses.
"A ninth of18=2.So hegave

the youngestson 2horses.
"Now addup howmany

horses they have:
"Eldest son:9
"Middle son:6
"Youngest son:2
"TOTAL = 17
"Now this leavesonehorse

over, sothe farmerfriend takes
his horse backtohis farm.
"Problem solved.
"Moral: The attitudeof nego­

tiation and problemsolving is to
find the'18th horse'­that is
the common ground. Oncea
person is abletofind the18th
horse, theissueis resolved.It is
difficult attimes. However, to
reach a solution, thefirststep is
tobelieve that thereis a solu­
tion. If wethinkthat there is no
solution, we won'tbeableto
reach any! Wouldbeagoodidea
if allour politicianscould do
farmer math!"
What elsecouldthe deputy

havedone at Spring Valley?
What ifthat's thewrong ques­
tion?
Imagine what would have

happened if, instead of callingin
a schoolresource officer, the
assistant principal had brought
inthe 18thhorse. If hehad said
tothe student whorefused to

hand overher cellphoneand
then refusedtoleave:"Fine, I'll
deal with youafter class.And
the results willbe muchworse
thanif youleavewith menow."
If hehad thenturned tothe
teacher andsaid: "Resume
teaching. I'lljust take aseat in
the back incase thestudent
decides she's ready toleave."
To me,there are nomore

daunting public­policy questions
thanhow toimprove the sit­
uation inour schools­whether
that involves disciplineor test
scores, how toteachdifficult­to­
teachstudents or how tocon­
vince students towanttolearn.
I can tell youhowtomake our

highways safer, or make ourtax
code smarter,or prevent
melt­downs like theonegoing
on atthe Richland County
Recreation Commission, or
improve ourethics lawor our
judicial­selection lawor deal
with a host ofother problems.
But those schoolproblems don't
haveobvious answers, inlarge
part because criticsare abso­
lutely correcttolay themat the
feet of parents whodon't do
their jobs. Whatthose critics
refuse torecognize isthat we
havetofind answerseven when
they aren't obvious.
AfterIwrote inan earlier

column that wehave tomake
surechildren in ourstateget a
decent education,that we don't
havethe optionof throwing
themaway, I gotacall froma
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man whosaid we couldnever
dothat until we stoppedirre­
sponsible peoplefrom having
children. I tried toexplain that
while Iwould love todothat,
the federal courtssimply would
not allow it. Butthe manwho
had justtold meit waspointless
for ourschools toeven tryto
educate those kids replied that
myresponse wasn't acceptable
because he doesn'taccept"it's
impossible"for an answer.

Although hewas wrongto
believe his solutionwaspossible,
hewas righttoreject theidea of
impossible.
Imagine what wouldhappen if

­instead of sayingthere's noth­
ingwe cando tocontrolmisbe­
having kids, or toteachdifficult­
to­teach children,because only
more responsibleparents can
make a difference­weadopted
Gov Nikki Haley's"can't isn't
an option" mantra.

Imagine what would happenif
­instead of declaringthat 17
isn't divisible bythree or twoor
nine, or shooting horses until we
get toanumber that is­we all
searched togetheruntil we lo­
cated that 18thhorse.

Ms.Scoppe canbereached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at(803) 771­8571.

''WHATELSECOULD
THEDEPUTYHAVE
DONEATSPRING
VALLEY?WHATIF
THAT'STHEWRONG
QUESTION?
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POLITICS

Evangelicals
seek Haley's
helpon
transgender
mandates
Churchleaders worry that

religious freedom is being
jeopardized with orderssuch as
theObama administration's
mandate torequire public
schoolslet transgender
studentsuserestrooms
consistentwith their chosen
gender
ByMeg Kinnard
AssociatedPress
COLUMBIA
Presidentsof seven South

Carolinaevangelical Christian
collegesare asking Gov.Nikki
Haleyto protecttheir institu­

tionsfrom man­
datesonthe use
ofbathrooms by
transgenderstu­
dents. They want
theRepublican to
useher platform
to"promote
religiousfree­
dom."

The presidentswarned ina
letterdelivered Monday that the
Obamaadministration's order
requiringpublic schoolstolet
transgender studentsuse rest­
roomsconsistent with their
chosengender identity could
violate "theprivacy andmod­
esty ofstudents" whoobject
basedon religiousvalues.
Suchmandates"could ulti­

matelydeny us theability to
fulfillour faith­basedmissions
bytakingaway ourfreedom to
hireand dismiss employees,
providehealth carefor ourem­
ployees,protect the privacyof
ourstudents inrestrooms,
showers,andresidence halls,
anddeny ourstudents theabil­
itytouse thefederal and state
financial aidto whichthey are
entitledat faith­baseduniversi­
ties," theysaid.
The letterwas signedby the

presidentsof BobJones Uni­
versity,Columbia International
University,Charleston Southern
University,NorthGreenville
University,Erskine College and
Seminary,Southern Wesleyan
University andAnderson Uni­
versity.
Haley said sheappreciated

their input.
"South Carolinahasaproud

traditionof upholdingreligious

freedom,"she said inare­
sponseprovided toThe Associ­
atedPress. "Ilook forward to
workingwith the universities to
make surewecontinue tohonor
that tradition."
WithNorthCarolina facing

economic boycotts andfederal
litigationover itslawlimiting
discrimination protectionsand
bathroomchoices,arelated
effort failedin SouthCarolina's
legislative sessionthis year,and
Haley activelycampaigned
againstthe bill's sponsor,Sen.
LeeBright, who thenlosthis
re­election bid.
Butafederal judge inTexas

recentlyfavored the colleges'
position, blockingthe Obama
administration's order and
sayingfederal education law"is
notambiguous" about sex being
definedas "thebiological and
anatomicaldifferences between
male andfemale students as

determined at theirbirth."
KevinCaielloofthePalmetto

FamilyCouncil,whichdistrib­
utedtheletter,saidtheeducators
alsowerepromptedtoactionby
pendingCalifornialegislation,
whichtheyfearotherstates
couldpursueaswell.
Religious collegesinCali­

forniahavevigorously cam­
paigned againstSB1146, which
wouldhaveallowed LGBT stu­
dents tomoreeasily sue reli­
giousschools fordiscrimination.
The bill'ssponsor removed

languagetoeliminate a long­
standingexemption fromstate
anti­discriminationlaws for
religiousinstitutions andpoten­
tiallyexposethemtocivil rights
lawsuits.Aweaker version
wouldstillrequire institutions
todisclose any exemptions they
assert fromfederal Title IX
rulesagainstdiscrimination.
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ROCKHILL

City likely spend$1.3M
onpolice body,dash cams
The RockHill City Council on Monday approved anagreement to

purchase $1.3million worthofbody and dash camera equipment
tooutfitall of itsswornofficers. The contractlikely will besigned
byCity Manager David Vehaun.

BY DAVIDTHACKHAM
dthackham@heraldonline.com
ROCK HILL

The city ofRock Hill will
likely pay $1.3million overfive
years toprovide body­worn
cameras,dash cameras and
relatedfile storageequipment
for police use,after adecision
Monday bythe CityCouncil to
approve anagreement with
TaserInternational.
The council voted6­0to

approve Taser'sfee, while
agreeingto pass thecontract to
CityManager DavidVehaun
andcity attorney Paul Dilling­
ham for finalreview and sign­
ing.Assuming there areno sub­
stantive changes, Vehaunwill
likely signthe contract.
The lease­purchase agree­

ment will outfiteach of Rock
Hill's 151 swornofficers, as well
as providesix extra units. It
would includemore than100
in­car dashcameras, aswell as
storageand filesoftware, so
officerscouldcatalog and re­
trieve footage.
The Rock Hill Police

Department had been research­

ingcompanies as earlyas Jan­
uary, andreceived written
quotes fromfour differentven­
dors between Mayand July. The
full cost overfive years willtotal
$1,334,200.
MayorDoug Echols praised

police ChiefChris Watts andhis
departmentfor itswork, and
said hebelieved the technology
would keep allparties account­
able.
"It'sgood tohavethat visual

recordfor everyoneconcerned,"
Echols said."It'sboth forthe
protectionof the publicand the
police."
Aftertwoand ahalf years, the

city couldtradeinitsbody cam­
eras for potentialnew models.
Afterthe fiveyears, thecontract
would beupand thecity could
thendecide whether to
continue that current deal to
provide for upgrades andsoft­
ware services.
The dash camerascould be

replaced every fiveyears. Both
types ofcameras come with
no­fault warranties,Watts said.

The city already hasapproved
inthis year'sbudget anew posi­
tion for thepolice departmentto
handleall ofthe incoming foot­
age fromdash andbody cam­
eras.
The proposedsoftware ad­

ministrator would deal with the
system'ssoftware, fileretrieval
and catalogingofthe footageso
it couldbeorganized andre­
trieved atalater date.
DavidBiggers, captainof

technicalservices with the
police department, toldthe
council that the positionwas
necessary todeal with the pro­
jected four andahalf terabytes
of footagethat couldcome in
each year.
TaserInternational's cameras

offer pre­eventrecording, which
recordsthe previous minute
beforean officer pressesthe
recordbutton. A camera canbe
programmed tobegin recording
when apatrol car's bluelights

SEE CAMERAS,4A

FROMPAGE1A

CAMERAS
are turnedonor a weapon
is retrievedfrom acar's
weapons rack.
Monday night's council

vote drewpraisefrom
BradRawlinson, a Rock

Hill attorney and leader of
the group Concerned
Black Menof the cityof
Rock Hill.
Rawlinson andseveral

black leaderslast month
delivered alistof 10

demands theybelieve will
createmore transparency
inpolice actions.One of
those demands wasthe
cessationof patrols using
vehicles without visible

police markings,radar
equipment and/or video
equipment.
Rawlinson said hewas

happyfor allparties con­
cerned, sayingthat new
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equipment would keep
everyonesafe.
"I'mjust happy,"he

said."Ithink theydeserve
congratulations this after­
non. ...Ithinkthe city
showed how goodit is at

itscore."
S.C. Rep.John King,

D­Rock Hill, said thedeci­
sionbrought asmileto his
face.
"The cityhasprobably

done morethanother

cities tohave100 percent
of their officersusingbody
cameras," hesaid."It'sa
moveinthe rightdirec­
tion."
Gov.Nikki Haley signed

into lawlast summer a bill

that requires alllaw en­
forcement officerstowear
body cameras.

DavidThackham:
803­329­4066,
@dthackham

''THECITYHASPROBABLYDONEMORE
THANOTHERCITIESTOHAVE100
PERCENTOFTHEIROFFICERSUSING
BODYCAMERAS.IT'SAMOVEINTHE
RIGHTDIRECTION.
S.C.Rep.JohnKing,D­Rock Hill
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ROCKHILL

Council toconsidercontracttobuy $1.3M
inbody, dash camera equipment for police
IftheCity Council approvesthecontract, Rock Hill

wouldpay forbody camerasfor eachofits 151sworn
officers, as well assix extras, accordingtocity
spokesperson KatieQuinn.
BY DAVIDTHACKHAM

dthackham@heraldonline.com
ROCK HILL

The Rock Hill City
Councilwill consider a
contract Monday topay
$1.3million over fiveyears
toprovide body­worn
cameras,dash cameras
andrelated filestorage
equipment for police use.
If theCity Councilap­

provesthe contract, Rock
Hill would pay forbody

cameras foreach of its151
sworn officers,as well as
six extras, according to
city spokespersonKatie
Quinn.
The lease­purchase

agreement would also
include morethan100
in­car dashcameras, as
well asstorage andfile
software, so officerscould
catalog andretrievefoot­
age.

DuringMonday's meet­
ing, thecouncil will review
the contract,then vote on
whether toapproveit.
The Rock Hill Police

Department had been
researching companies as
early asJanuary, accord­
ingtoQuinn, andreceived
written quotes from four
different vendors between
May andJuly.
The full cost overfive

years would total
$1,334,200.
Aftertwoand ahalf

years,the city couldtrade
initscameras for potential
new models.
Afterthe fiveyears, the

contract would beupand
the citycould thendecide
whether tocontinue that
current deal toprovide for

SEE CAMERAS,5A
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CAMERAS
upgrades and software
services.
"It'sbeen an itemof

interest for quite some
time," said councilwoman
Sandra Oborokumo."It's
somethingthat's been in
the works for awhile."
The city hasalready

approved inthis year's
budget anew position for
the policedepartment to
handleall ofthe incoming
footagefrom dashand
body cameras,according
toQuinn.
The proposed software

administrator woulddeal
with the system'ssoft­
ware,file retrieval and
catalogingof the footage
so it couldbeorganized
and retrievedat alater

date.
TaserInternational's

cameras offered pre­event
recording,which records
the previousminute be­
fore an officerpressesthe
recordbutton, says Quinn.
Also, shesaid a camera
can beprogrammed to
begin recording when a
patrol car's bluelightsare
turned onor aweapon is
retrieved fromacar's
weapons rack.
"Oneof the officerswas

telling methat it wasim­
portant togo withthe
company that had proven
technology," said Quinn.
"AndTaser isone ofthose
companies."
The movedrewpraise

fromBrad Rawlinson, a
localRock Hill attorney
and leader ofthe activist
group Concerned Black
Menof the Cityof Rock
Hill.
Rawlinson andseveral

black leaderslast month
delivered alistof 10
demands theybelieve will
create moretransparency
inpolice actions.
One ofthose demands

was thecessation ofpa­
trols usingvehicles with­
out visiblepolice mark­
ings, radarequipment
and/or videoequipment.
Gov.Nikki Haley signed

into lawlast summer abill
that requires all lawen­
forcement officerstowear
body cameras.

"I'm happy withthe fact
that they're movingfor­
wardwith something
that's longoverdue," said
Rawlinson.
"I'm especiallyhappy

with the factthat the con­
tract appearsto include
in­car cameras,which is
probably the onedemand
I believe had nolegitimate
argument onthe other
side.... Assumingthe
contract gets signed, we
can crossthat off thelist
and moveforwardand
continue tomake the city
better."

DavidThackham:
803­329­4066,
@dthackham
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TASER INTERNATIONAL

TheRockHillCity Council
will consideracontract
MondaywithTaser
Internationaltoprovide
cameras for police.
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YOURPHOTOS, YOURLIFE

SUSAN BLACKBURN Submitted

PURPLEHEARTTRIBUTE
The Col. JimmieLeach Purple HeartChapter recentlypaid tributetoveteransat
Marine CorpsRecruitDepotParris Island afterGov.Nikki Haley proclaimed Aug.7
as PurpleHeart Day. Picturedfromleft areRueben Cedeno,Paul Sweet,Elizabeth
Labanand GlennBlackburn.
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SCflood
victims
stillneed
assistance
Historic floods were almosta

yearago,butthousandsof
people still aredealing with
home damageandother
problems.

BY BRUCE SMITH
Associated Press
CHARLESTON
Thousands ofpeople inSouth

Carolina stillneedhome repairs,
whilethe statehas submitteda
planfor using almost $100 mil­
lioninfederal housing aid al­
most ayear after historic rains
inundated the state.The stateis
nowalso reviewingapplications
fromfarmers forstate help.
LastOctober's rains, which

someexperts say wasan event
that happens onlyonce every

1,000 years,dropped upward of
2feet of rain,and thelong­term
recovery fromsuchan event
generallytakes three toseven
years.
Recovery agencies arestill

working with about 3,600cli­
ents, many ofwhom are still
livinginstorm­damaged homes.
The stateis reviewingapplica­
tions fromfarmersfor millions
of dollarsstatelawmakers ear­
marked earlier thisyear for farm
aid. And SouthCarolina for­

warded aplan tothefederal
government last month for us­
ingfederal money tohelp for
home repairs.
A look at theongoing recov­

ery:

THOUSANDS STILL IN NEED
FalonAlo, the executive di­

rectorof Hearts&HandsDisas­
terRecovery, theflooding case

SEESC FLOOD,10A
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SCFLOOD
management provider for the
state, says theagency currently
has3,600 clientsinthe 24
counties that weredeclared
disaster areasafter the floods.
"Just about everysingle oneof
themis livinginan unsafe home
with mold infestation, buckling
floor and roofs that stillleak
when it rainsbecause they have
noplace elsetogo," she says.

IN PEEDEE,NEEDY INCLUDE
ELDERLY,DISABLED
While otherareas ofthe state,

notablyCharleston and Colum­
bia, werehit hard, mostof those
stillinneed helplive inthe Pee
Dee area."The vast majority of
ourclientsare people whoare
elderlyand disabledand living
inpoverty," Alo says. They in­

clude an 8­year­old boywho is
onthe listfor aheart transplant.

HELP FROMTHE FEDS
Afterthe storm,about

103,000people registered with
the FederalEmergency Manage­
ment Agency for individual
assistance. About 28,000 re­
ceived somehelp withthe aver­
age grantabout $3,000.
Thestateisgettingalmost

$100millionfromtheDepart­
mentofHousingandUrban
Developmentandlastmonth
submittedanactionplanthatis
nowbeingreviewed.Thefirstaid
checkscouldcomeinJanuary.

AIDFOR FARMERS
Stephanie Soxofthe state

Department of Agriculture says

the department hopes toissue
checks forfarmers affectedby
the floodbyOct. 1. Thisweek
was thedeadline for most farm­
ers toapply, althoughfarmersin
three upstate counties have until
Sept. 6because those counties
were added tothefederal disas­
terdeclaration later. The aid
comes from$40million law­
makers approved over Gov.
Nikki Haley'sveto.The money
will besomehelp, althoughit's
estimatedthe floods caused
farm losses of $375 million.

ROAD TO RECOVERY
The Department of Trans­

portation reportedthis week
thatsections of31stateroads
remain closed,well down from
about 550 closed afterthe
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storm. Twenty­threeroads are
closed because they crossdams
the statedoesnot maintain.
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South Carolinajobless
ratedips to 5.2percent
BYJEFF WILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com

South Carolina's unem­
ployment rate for July
dropped to5.2percent in
July from5.4 percentin
June, its lowestlevel since
June 2001.
It isthe thirdstraight

month the jobless rate in
South Carolinahas drop­
ped.
"When we talk about

priorities like workforce
training andinvestments
ineducation and students,
there's areason wedoit –
it's payingoff," Gov. Nikki
Haley saidinaprepared
statement.

Nationally,the unem­
ployment rate remained
the same fromJune toJuly
at 4.9percent.
Overthe year,the

state's joblessrate fell 0.5
percent from5.7percent,
with the numberof unem­
ployed down 8,310. The
number ofpeople employ­
ed increased by 60,603,
andthe labor forcerose by
52,293.
The most prominent

increases were inthepro­
fessional and business
servicessector with an
increaseof 2,300 jobs,

andgovernment with an
increaseof 2,100jobs.
Gainswere also report­

ed intheleisure andhos­
pitality sector (800), edu­
cationandhealth services
(400)and financial activ­
ities(100).Industries
shedding jobsincluded
manufacturing,which
dropped1,000 andcon­
struction, down900.
Overthe month,unem­

ploymentdeclined by
4,858 to120,788,while
employment declined by
2,430 peopleto2,182,646.

This resultedinadecrease
in thelabor forceof 7,288
people toatotal of
2,303,434.
Bamberg County regis­

tered the state'shighest
unemployment rate at
10.5 percent. Lexington
County hadthe lowest
rate at 4.9 percent.
Richland County's job­

less rate dropped to5.3
percent inJuly from5.6
percent inJune.
The Columbia met­

ropolitan statisticalregion
dropped to5.1 percent
from 5.3percent inJune.
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