
Tweet: Haley may
land cabinet post
AMANDA COYNE
THE GREENVILLE NEWS

"Morning Joe" host Joe Scarbor­
ough tweeted Wednesday afternoon
that Gov. Nikki Haley may be under
consideration for a post in President­
elect Donald Trump's cabinet.

"Sources tell me
Donald Trump is now
considering Governor
Nikki Haley for Secre­
tary of State," Scarbor­
ough said. Spokespeople
for Haley did not imme­
diately return emails or
phone calls seeking ad­
ditional information.
Haley has led trade

missions to countries including India,
Sweden and Germany, but her foreign
policy experience is otherwise limited.
The U.S. secretary of state is one of the
highest­ranking foreign policy offi­
cials in the federal government.

Haley would be an unlikely pick for
a Trump administration cabinet, con­
sidering her past friction with the in­
coming president. Haley endorsed U.S.

Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida in South
Carolina's Republican primary, which
Trump won. After Rubio withdrew
from the race, Haley endorsed Sen.
Ted Cruz over Trump. Once Trump be­
came the nominee, Haley said she
would vote for him based on "policy,"
but that she did not like his "personal­
ity."
During her response to President

Barack Obama's state of the union ad­
dress, Haley urged fellow Republicans
not to follow the "siren call of the angri­
est voices," a phrase many interpreted
to be a reference to Trump. After that
address, Trump tweeted, "The people
of South Carolina are embarrassed by
Nikki Haley!"
Haley responded, "Bless your

heart."
At a meeting of the Republican Gov­

ernor's Association this week, Haley
told reporters she was "just giddy" at
the prospect of a Trump administra­
tion because she had not previously
governed while a Republican presi­
dent served in office. Haley was elect­
ed vice­chair of the RGA at that meet­
ing.

Gov. Nikki
Haley
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Haley gets bigger role
in governors' group

Gov. Nikki Haley is tak­
ing a bigger leadership role
in the Republican Gover­
nors Association, boosting
her national profile. The
association said Wednesday
that Wisconsin Gov. Scott
Walker was elected chair­
man for 2017, and Haley was
elected vice chairwoman.
The posts take effect imme­
diately. The move means
Haley will likely ascend to
chairwoman in 2018, the last
year of her tenure. The
Republican Governors As­
sociation held its annual
conference this week. Ha­
ley's predecessor as gover­
nor also led the group. Mark
Sanford resigned as chair­
man in 2009 after admitting
an extramarital affair. ­ AP
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REPUBLICAN GOVERNORSASSOCIATION

Haleyelectedvice
chairmanof thegroup
STAFF AND WIREREPORTS

newsroom@islandpacket.com

SouthCarolina Gov.
Nikki Haley waselected
vicechairman of theRe­
publicanGovernorsAsso­
ciationonWednesday.
Typically,vicechairs

becomechairoftheassoci­
ationthefollowingyear.
ForHaley,thatmeansshe
wouldchairtheGOPgov­
ernorsgroupin2018,her
finalyearasS.C.governor.

The Republican Gover­
nors Associationheld its
annual conferenceat a
resort nearDisneyWorld
inOrlando,Fla.,this
week, andseveral gover­
nors talkedeagerly about
how theelectionof Don­
ald Trump couldherald
sweeping changeson
everything fromhealth
caretoeducation.

"We cannotsquander
this opportunity,"said
Arizona Gov.Doug Ducey.
Republicans controlthe

WhiteHouse andCon­
gress. And WisconsinGov.
ScottWalkernoted this
was thefirsttime there
hasbeen this manyGOP
governors since the1920s.
Manyof themwere

excitedTuesdayabout

what couldcome next.
"The sky'sthelimit,"

Walkersaid."There'sno
end tothegood wecan
do."
Most ofthe GOP gover­

nors mentionedhealth
carewhen discussing their
top priorities.
Haleycalledita"new

SEEHALEY,4A
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HALEY
day"forstatehousesacross
thecountry,butsheadded
herownadmonition.
"Wecan'tcelebratetoo

long.We'vegottogetto
work,"Haleysaid."And
thatmeans30days,60
days,90days,120days,all
ofushavetogettowork."
Political observers say

that position willelevate

Haley'snational spotlight.
"Governor NikkiHa­

ley'sstrongleadership will
beamajorasset tothe
RGA inthe upcoming
year,"said outgoingRGA
chair Gov.Susana Marti­
nezof New Mexico.
"She hasworked tire­

lessly for thepeople of

South Carolina,tomake
every dayagreatdayfor
her constituents,and that
is justthe kindof determi­
nationthe RGA expectsof
itsleaders."

Reporter CassieCopeof
The (Columbia) State,
McClatchyreporter David
Lightmanand The

Associated Press
contributed.
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JOHNRAOUX AP

BillBennett, left,hostsaplenary session Tuesdaywithgovernors including NikkiHaley,
thirdfrom left,in Orlando,Fla.
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COMMUNITY

GuvsetsTuesday
asS.C. dayof prayer
STAFF REPORTS

newsroom@islandpacket.com

SouthCarolina Gover­
norNikki Haley is calling
for adayof prayernext
weekin recognitionof
recenthardships thestate
hasfaced andthe up­

coming
Thanks­
givingholi­
day.
Theday

ofprayeris
Nov.22,
twodays
before
Thanks­
giving.

Haley is askingthat prayer
vigils beheld inplacesof
worshipat noon, accom­
panied bythe tolling of
bellsat that time.
Inastatement,the gov­

ernor asked everyone,
regardless offaith or de­
nomination, to"pray for
continued strengthand
healing across thestate
andgive thanksfor the
state's blessings."

"Faith, prayerand help­
ingour neighborsiswhat
gotus through achalleng­
ingtime last year,and
those things willget us
throughthese twotrials
andthe aftermath ofthe
hurricane,"Haleysaidina
statement.
Haleynotedthattwo

significantcriminaltrials
areunderwayinCharleston
­forformerNorthChar­
lestonpoliceofficerMi­
chaelSlagerintheshooting
deathofmotoristWalter
ScottandforDylannRoof
inthe shooting deathsof
nine peopleat Emanuel
AME Church­and that
"manyfamilies along the
coast andthroughout the
Pee Deeare stillrecover­
ingfrom theeffectsof
Hurricane Matthew."
"In SouthCarolina,we

knowhow tohavecom­
passion toward eachother,
count ourblessings, and
remember that weare one
state, onepeople,"Haley
said.

Haley
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rump considers Haley, McMaster or Cabinet
BY ANDY SHAIN
AND SCHUYLER KROPF
The Post and Courier
COLUMBIA — South Carolina Lt.

Gov. Henry McMaster told The Post
and Courier in Charleston on Wednes­
day that he and Gov. Nikki Haley are
being considered for Cabinet positions
in President­elect Donald Trump's
administration.

McMaster said Haley is being con­
sidered for several Cabinet posts in­
cluding secretary of state. McMaster,
one of Trump's earliest statewide
political endorsers, said the daugh­
ter of Indian immigrants could
provide a fresh set of eyes on foreign
affairs.
"It would be like how Mr. Trump is

bringing fresh eyes
to running our gov­
ernment," he said.
McMaster said

he has been speak­
ing with the Trump
transition team

about becoming
attorney general.
McMaster was a

U.S. attorney and

the elected state attorney gen­
eral before becoming lieutenant
governor.

He said he started speaking with
the Trump transition team soon after
the New York billionaire clinched the
election last week.
McMaster said he

spoke again with
the team earlier

Wednesday.
McMaster has

been weighing a run
for governor but
said he would do
whatever he could

to help Trump. He
said he did not know if he would

take a role as a deputy to the attorney
general.
McMaster said he would tackle

growing problems with drugs and
human trafficking as attorney gen­
eral. He also would work for bet­
ter coordination between state and

federal law enforcement. If he's ap­
pointed attorney general, McMaster

said he would need to look at the facts
before launching any investigation
of Democratic presidential nomi­
nee Hillary Clinton's use of a private
email server when she was secretary of
state.

Haley, who is in her second and
final term as governor, has clashed
with Trump over some of his foreign
policy proposals, notably a temporary
ban on Muslims entering the country.
But the pair apparently have repaired
their relationship as Haley voiced
support for Trump as Election Day
approached.
Calls to Haley's media spokes­
men were not immediately re­
turned Wednesday. A Trump
spokesman also did not respond to
phone and text messages asking for
comment.

Trump sources in South Caro­
lina recognized there has been a
healing since the heated primary
season.

Please see CABINET, Page 10A

Cabinet
from 1A

"We appreciate what she
did for Donald Trump in
the campaign," said Ed Mc­
Mullen, who was South
Carolina chairman and a na­
tional adviser for the Trump
campaign.
A source with knowl­

edge of the Trump tran­

sition team's discussions
confirmed McMaster's

news about the president­
elect possibly appointing
South Carolina's top two
politicians.
News of the pair being consid­

ered was well­received by other
state figures. South Carolina

Republican Party Chairman
Matt Moore said both would

be "great additions to a Cabinet
team," pointing out that other
S.C. Republicans have served,
including former governor
Jim Edwards, who was energy
secretary for Ronald Rea­
gan. Former House Speaker

David Wilkins was George
W. Bush's ambassador to
Canada.
One point of intrigue, if the

two were to leave at once, is
that the vacancies would el­
evate Senate President Pro
Tempore Hugh Leatherman
to governor.

Haley

McMaster
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AP PHOTO/JOHN RAOUX

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, ieft, speaks with South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley before a news conference
at the Republican Governors Association annual
conference Tuesday in Orlando, Florida.
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Editorial

Aiken domestic violence grant
shows forward thinking

There is absolutely no excuse for domestic
violence in a civilized society. It is a de­
spicable, cowardly act that's far too

common here in South Carolina.
So pervasive is domestic violence that South

Carolina lawmakers passed legislation in 2015
to beef up the state's antiquated domestic vio­
lence statute. The new law places gun owner­
ship restrictions on some offenders and tightens
penalties. Gov. Nikki Haley has also formed a
criminal domestic violence task force.
These reforms came in the wake of a Pulitzer

Prize winning investigation by our sister news­
paper, the Post and Courier in Charleston. These
are steps in the right direction, though it's telling
that it took a newspaper report highlighting the
problem to prompt lawmakers to act.
Combating domestic violence took another

step forward Monday this time in Aiken,
where it was announced the Aiken Depart­
ment of Public Safety received a grant to hire
a domestic violence investigator.
It will be the investigator's job to focus solely

on the scourge that is domestic violence.
Public Safety Chief Charles Barranco an­

nounced the more than $88,000 grant on
Monday which comes with a 10 percent local
match. The grant was funded through the
South Carolina Justice Assistance Grant (JAG)
program. He told Council having a dedicated
investigator to work with the offenders and by
referring them to support agencies would help
reduce occurrences of domestic violence.

Last year, 47 South Carolinians were killed
by their partners — 35 female and 12 male,

according to the South Carolina Attorney
General's Office. In Aiken County last year,
four people were killed by their partners —
three women and one man.

The state has always maintained a top five
spot on the Violence Policy Center's report of
women who are murdered by men. According
to the latest report in 2014, the state dropped
to fifth, with a rate of 1.73 per 100,000 people
in 2014, a drop from 2013 where 2.32 women
were killed per 100,000 people.
Those statistics are sobering, yet with the addi­

tion of a local domestic violence investigator, we
hope it will raise awareness of domestic violence
across the county and decrease the number of
domestic violence­related deaths per year.
The move to hire the investigator has

already received the support of residents,
including Susan Selden, the director of the
Cumbee Center for Abused Persons.
"This investigator will have in­depth train­

ing in the new domestic violence laws as well
as an understanding of the traumatic impact
that domestic abuse has on a victim," she
said. "Specialized trauma­informed training
will aid the investigator in recognizing signs
of violence that most law enforcement may
not perceive due to victims' fear of speaking
out or lack of obvious physical bruising."
No one should be subjected to violence, and vio­

lence from one partner to another is reprehensible.
Hopefully this new position will help South

Carolina chip away from the top five.
Let us find a way to be in the top spot for

something better.
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Gov. Haleyreportedly
beingconsideredfor
secretaryofstate
The (Columbia)State
S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley andLt.

Gov.Henry McMasterare conten­
dersfor positions inPresident­
electDonaldTrump's cabinet.
Trump'stransition teamap­

proached McMaster, aformer S.C.
attorneygeneral, aboutpossibly
being U.S. attorneygeneral.
"I'vebeenaskedifIwouldbe

interested,"saidMcMaster,who
wasthefirststatewideelectedoffi­
cialnationallytoendorseTrump.
Inaddition,members of

Trump'spresidential transition
teamhavediscussed Haley as a
potentialsecretary of stateand for
at least oneotherposition,
McMastersaid, declining toname
the otherposition.
"Her namehasbeen men­

tioned,"McMaster said,adding,

"Thedepths of considerationfor
the variousnamesthat havebeen
mentionedfor variousthings, I
couldn't tell you."
MSNBC's JoeScarborough

tweeted Wednesdaythat Haley, a
second­termgovernor, reportedly
is being considered bythe Trump
transition teamfor secretary of
state.
Other namesbeing floatedfor

the nation'schief diplomat in­
clude: formerHouse SpeakerNewt
Gingrich, formerNew YorkCity
MayorRudyGiuliani and former
U.N. ambassadorJohn Bolton.
The choice ofHaley would be

surprising.
Sheopposed Trumpduring the

GOP'sprimary season, endorsing

firstU.S. Sen.Marco Rubioof
Florida and, afterRubio dropped
out, U.S. Sen.TedCruz of Texas,
the last Trumpchallenger.
As agovernor, Haley haslimited

foreignpolicy experience other
thantrips abroad –toEurope,the
Far Eastand India–for business
recruitment. Also,she waselected
vicechair of theRepublican Gov­
ernors Association onWednesday
andis expected tobecomechair­
manof that group in2018.
The governor'soffice declined

tocommentWednesday onthe
speculation.
McMaster,meanwhile,previously

hassaidheplannedtorunforthe
GOPnominationforgovernorin
2018,whenHaleyistermlimited.

JOHNRAOUX AP

Members ofPresident­electDonald Trump's transitionteam have
discussed South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haleyas apossiblesecretary ofstate.
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REPUBLICAN GOVERNORSASSOCIATION

Haleyelectedvice
chairmanof thegroup
STAFF AND WIREREPORTS

newsroom@islandpacket.com

SouthCarolina Gov.
Nikki Haley waselected
vicechairman of theRe­
publicanGovernorsAsso­
ciationonWednesday.
Typically,vicechairs

becomechairoftheassoci­
ationthefollowingyear.
ForHaley,thatmeansshe
wouldchairtheGOPgov­
ernorsgroupin2018,her
finalyearasS.C.governor.

The Republican Gover­
nors Associationheld its
annual conferenceat a
resort nearDisneyWorld
inOrlando,Fla.,this
week, andseveral gover­
nors talkedeagerly about
how theelectionof Don­
ald Trump couldherald
sweeping changeson
everything fromhealth
caretoeducation.

"We cannotsquander
this opportunity,"said
Arizona Gov.Doug Ducey.
Republicans controlthe

WhiteHouse andCon­
gress. And WisconsinGov.
ScottWalkernoted this
was thefirsttime there
hasbeen this manyGOP
governors since the1920s.
Manyof themwere

excitedTuesdayabout

what couldcome next.
"The sky'sthelimit,"

Walkersaid."There'sno
end tothegood wecan
do."
Most ofthe GOP gover­

nors mentionedhealth
carewhen discussing their
top priorities.
Haleycalledita"new

SEEHALEY,4A

FROM PAGE3A

HALEY
day"forstatehousesacross
thecountry,butsheadded
herownadmonition.
"Wecan'tcelebratetoo

long.We'vegottogetto
work,"Haleysaid."And
thatmeans30days,60
days,90days,120days,all
ofushavetogettowork."
Political observers say

that position willelevate

Haley'snational spotlight.
"Governor NikkiHa­

ley'sstrongleadership will
beamajorasset tothe
RGA inthe upcoming
year,"said outgoingRGA
chair Gov.Susana Marti­
nezof New Mexico.
"She hasworked tire­

lessly for thepeople of

South Carolina,tomake
every dayagreatdayfor
her constituents,and that
is justthe kindof determi­
nationthe RGA expectsof
itsleaders."

Reporter CassieCopeof
The (Columbia) State,
McClatchyreporter David
Lightmanand The

Associated Press
contributed.
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JOHNRAOUX AP

BillBennett, left,hostsaplenary session Tuesdaywithgovernors including NikkiHaley,
thirdfrom left,in Orlando,Fla.
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COMMUNITY

GuvsetsTuesday
asS.C. dayof prayer
STAFF REPORTS

newsroom@islandpacket.com

SouthCarolina Gover­
norNikki Haley is calling
for adayof prayernext
weekin recognitionof
recenthardships thestate
hasfaced andthe up­

coming
Thanks­
givingholi­
day.
Theday

ofprayeris
Nov.22,
twodays
before
Thanks­
giving.

Haley is askingthat prayer
vigils beheld inplacesof
worshipat noon, accom­
panied bythe tolling of
bellsat that time.
Inastatement,the gov­

ernor asked everyone,
regardless offaith or de­
nomination, to"pray for
continued strengthand
healing across thestate
andgive thanksfor the
state's blessings."

"Faith, prayerand help­
ingour neighborsiswhat
gotus through achalleng­
ingtime last year,and
those things willget us
throughthese twotrials
andthe aftermath ofthe
hurricane,"Haleysaidina
statement.
Haleynotedthattwo

significantcriminaltrials
areunderwayinCharleston
­forformerNorthChar­
lestonpoliceofficerMi­
chaelSlagerintheshooting
deathofmotoristWalter
ScottandforDylannRoof
inthe shooting deathsof
nine peopleat Emanuel
AME Church­and that
"manyfamilies along the
coast andthroughout the
Pee Deeare stillrecover­
ingfrom theeffectsof
Hurricane Matthew."
"In SouthCarolina,we

knowhow tohavecom­
passion toward eachother,
count ourblessings, and
remember that weare one
state, onepeople,"Haley
said.

Haley
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Trump eyeing SC leaders?
Reports: Top Republicans
could be up for cabinet posts
From staff and wire reports
Gov. Nikki Haley might be one choice for the

president­elect's top diplomat, according to a for­
mer Republican congressman.Inside Joe Scarborough, now a host of
MSNBC's Morning Joe, tweeted? More on

Wednesday, "Sources tell me Don­the issues
ald Trump is now consideringplaguing the
Governor Nikki Haley for Secre­transition of
tary of State."power. 7A
She might not be the only top

South Carolina Republican under consideration

for a top post.
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster, a former state

attorney general, told several news outlets that
Trump's transition team reached out to him to see
if he might be interested in being U.S. attorney
general. He also confirmed that Haley is under
consideration for several positions, including sec­
retary of state.

See TRUMP, page 4A

TRUMP
Continued from 1A
If Haley and McMaster

were to leave their posts at
the same time, Senate presi­
dent pro tempore Hugh
Leatherman would become
governor.
Other candidates for

secretary of state include
former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani, though his
consulting work for foreign

governments has emerged
as a potential roadblock, as
well as John Bolton, a for­
mer U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations.
Alabama Sen. Jeff Ses­

sions, a loyal Trump sup­
porter, is in contention for
multiple jobs, including
Pentagon chief and attor­
ney general. Texas Sen. Ted

Cruz, who fiercely chal­
lenged Trump during the
GOP primary but ultimately
endorsed him for president,
is also among those being
considered for the attorney
general post, though he is
not viewed as a top con­
tender, according to a senior
transition official.
Trump named Repub­

lican National Committee

Chairman Reince Priebus
as his chief of staff and
flame­throwing media
mogul Steve Bannon as his
chief strategist, calling them
"equal partners." He has not
announced any other high
profile appointments.

The Associated Press con­
tributed to this report.

IT'S YOUR TURN: Do you think S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley would make a good secretary of state?
Take our Twitter poll @ijindexjournal or weigh in on our Facebook page.
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LT. GOV. HENRY McMASTER
future US attorney general?

GOV. NIKKI HALEY
future secretary of state?
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