
Whysome Confederate flag
supporters changed theirviews
BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press
Thousands of peo­

ple wrotetoSouth
CarolinaGov.
Nikki Haleyafter
shesaidthe Con­

federateflag must come
down inresponse tolast
year'schurch shootings.
Manywere angered byher
call, but somesaidthe mas­
sacrechanged their minds.
The Associated Press

reachedout tothe writersof
these emailsandletters after
the Republicangovernor's
office released10,000 pages
of documentslast week in
response torequests for
public recordsfromlast
summer's flagdebate.
Amongthem arepoignant

notes fromflag supporters
explaininghow their

thoughts evolved after a
white manwho celebrated
the symbolwas chargedwith
gunning down nineblack
people ataBiblestudy.
Justin Houghof North

Carolina talkedabout his
feelingsnowthat reactions
topolice killingsthreaten to
provokeeven more violence.
"It'satarnished,tattered

image of theSouth," Hough
said.Southernerswho don't
acknowledgethat either
don't understandthe impact,
or are "justlying about what
it says toother people."
Inhis letter, Houghsaidhe

was agraduate ofThe Cita­
del military academy who
once loved"theConfederate
flag, singing Dixieand de­
fending ourright to saythe

N­word."
"Icame tounderstand,"

hewrote, that "attaching
Southern pride tothese relics
of thepast onlyservedto
solidifythat thetrue beliefs
of theSouth arethe ster­
eotypes ofhatred, bigotry
andracism."
Describing himself as a

white descendantof Confed­
erate veterans, Houghsaid
that when hewas growing up
inruralGeorgia, everyone
usedracial epithetsand
thought nothing ofit. The
Confederate flag wasseen as
partof their regional heri­
tage,not a symbolofhate.
"It wasn't therebel flag,"

hesaid."It was Southern
culture."

He saidthe hazingofa
black Citadelcadet inthe
late 1980smade him realize
that the symbolherespected
couldbeharmful toothers,
andthe church shootings
madehim even more con­
vinced that it was timetolet
it go.
Manyletter writerscasti­

gatedHaley for trying to
erase thememory of Confed­
erate soldiers. Manyothers
praised herdecision ascour­
ageous.

SEEFLAG LETTERS,5C

ONLINE

ATTHESTATE.COMRelated videos,
storiesabout the Confederate flagand
Haleyemails
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''MYCHRISTIANDUTYREQUIRESMETOCALLFORTHEREMOVALOFTHECONFEDERATEBATTLEFLAG.
Randolph,member oftheSonsofConfederateVeterans

FROMPAGE1C

FLAGLETTERS
The governor'soffice

redacted contact informa­
tion andlast names, but
the AP managed tofind
someof the letterwriters
through theaffiliations
they mentioned. Hough
wasn't aloneamong dyed­
in­the­wool southerners
who saidtheir feelings
changed.
Randolph, of Myrtle

Beach,saidas amember
of theSons ofConfederate
Veterans,he longsupport­
ed keeping theflag in
place–untilthe Char­
leston shootings.
"The murderofthe Rev.

Clementa Pinckneyalong
with 8 otherofmyChris­
tianBrothers andSisters
changed myheart," Ran­
dolph wrote."MyChris­
tianduty requires meto
call for the removalofthe
Confederate Battleflag."
WhenHaley firstcam­

paigned for governor in
2010, shejoined the ranks
of SouthCarolina politi­
cians whosaidthe issue
had beensettled for all
time bya2000compro­
misethat moved the ban­
nerfrom atopthe capitol
dome toa30­foot pole
nearaConfederate soldier

monument.
Runningfor re­election

four years later, shesaid
businessexecutives con­
sidering whether toinvest
inSouth Carolinanever
mentioned the flagissue.
She arguedthat "we really
fixedall that"when voters
elected her–anIndian­
American –asthe state's
firstminority governor.
Then, photos ofDylann

Roof posingwith the bat­
tle flagemerged following
the killingsinside the
historic EmanuelAME
Church, fuelingtough
conversations nationwide
over race relations andthe
legacyof Confederate
symbols.
Justfivedays afterthe

shootings, Haley saidthe
flag mustcome down.
"The factthat people

are choosing touse it asa
signof hate issomething
we cannotstand,"she said
then."The factthat it
causes paintoso manyis
enough tomoveit from
the Capitol grounds.Itis,
after all, aCapitol that
belongstoall of us."
Thousands gatheredon

July 10,2015 towatchas
the flagwas furledand

sent toclimate­controlled
storage atthe Confederate
Relic Room.
For some, passions have

not cooled ayear later.
Whitepeople advocat­

ingsecession and wearing
Confederate uniforms
hoisted anotherbattle flag
upatemporarypole at the
same spot onSunday.
Police keptthemseparate
fromBlack Lives Matter
activists who shouted
"That flagis hate!"
Someletter writers

described their journeys
across thegulf between
them.
"After years ofnot un­

derstanding, I nowhave
embraced that the haters
have takenover this flag
for their ownterrible caus­
es," wroteMiels from
Charleston,recalling his
student years atClemson
University. "Ijoined inthe
singing of Dixieandthe
wavingof theConfederate
flag, as waystoencourage
school spirit,Isuppose."
"At the time, Inever

had racist thoughts,"he
said."Well,times have
changed."
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MEGKINNARD Associated Press

Supporters ofthe Confederate flagraiseiton atemporary flagpoleSundayonthe groundsofthe State HouseinColumbiaduringarally.
Counter­protestersshowed up,butthe eventwas peaceful.
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CHARLESTON SHOOTING

Confederateflag
supporters describe
theirchangedviews
BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press
Thousandsofpeople
wrotetoGov. NikkiHaley
after shecalled forthe
removal of the flag at the
Statehouse
.......................................................

Haley'soffice released
emails, with last names
redacted
.......................................................

AP trackeddown some
letter writers
COLUMBIA

Like manyother
white southerners,
Justin Houghused
toconsider the

Confederate flag partof
hisregional heritage,not a
symbolof hate.That
changed when awhite
manwho posed with the
flagwas charged with
killingnine black church­
goers last year.
Houghisoneofthou­

sandsofpeoplewhofelt
compelledtosharetheir
feelingswithSouthCar­
olina'sgovernoraftershe
calledforremovingtheflag
fromitsplaceofhonor.
"It'satarnished,tat­

tered image ofthe South,"
Houghtold The Associ­
atedPress, andsouther­
nerswho don'tacknowl­
edge this either don't
understandthe impact, or
are "justlying about what
it says toother people."
The AP reachedout to

writers ofthese emails

andletters after Gov.
Nikki Haley'soffice re­
leased 10,000 pages of
documents last weekin
response torequests for
public recordsfromlast
summer's flagdebate.
Houghnowlivesin

NorthCarolina,wherehe
expandedonthefeelings
heexpressedlastyear,now
thatreactionstopolice
killingsthreatentoprovoke
evenmoreviolence.
Inhis letter, Houghsaid

hewas agraduate of The
Citadel militaryacademy
who onceloved "theCon­
federateflag, singing
Dixieand defendingour
righttosay the N­word."
"Icametounderstand,"

hewrote,that"attaching
southernpridetothese
relicsofthepastonly
servedtosolidifythatthe
truebeliefsofthesouthare
thestereotypesofhatred,
bigotryandracism."
Describinghimselfasa

whitedescendantofCon­
federateveterans,Hough
toldtheAPthatwhenhe
wasgrowingupinrural
Georgia,everyoneused
racialepithetsandthought
nothingofit.
Buthe said thehazing

of ablack Citadelcadet in
the late 1980s made him
realize that the symbolhe
respected couldbeharm­

ful toothers, andthe
church shootings made
him even moreconvinced
that it was timetolet it go.
Manyletter writers

castigated theRepublican
governor for trying to
erase thememory of Con­
federatesoldiers. Many
otherspraised herdeci­
sionas courageous.
The governor'soffice

redacted contact informa­
tion andlast names, but
the AP managed tofind
someof the letterwriters
through theaffiliations
they mentioned. Hough
wasn't aloneamong dyed­
in­the­wool southerners
whose feelings changed.
Randolph, of Myrtle

Beach,said that as a
member ofthe Sonsof
Confederate Veterans, he
long supported keeping
the flaginplace –until the
Charleston shootings.
"The murderofthe Rev.

Clementa Pinckneyalong
with 8 other ofmyChris­
tianBrothers andSisters
changed myheart," Ran­
dolph wrote."MyChris­
tianduty requires meto
call for the removalof the
Confederate Battle flag."
WhenHaleyfirstcam­

paignedforgovernorin
2010,shejoinedtheranks
ofpoliticianswhosaidthe
issuehadbeensettledfor

alltimebya2000compro­
misethatmovedtheban­
nerfromatopthecapitol
dometoa30­footpole
nearaConfederatesoldier
monument.
Runningfor re­election

four years later, shesaid
businessexecutives con­
sidering whether toinvest
inSouth Carolinanever
mentioned the flagissue.
She arguedthat "we really
fixedall that"when voters
elected her–anIndian­
American –asthe state's
firstminority governor.
ThephotosofDylann

Roofposingwiththebattle
flagbeforethekillings
insidethehistoricEmanuel
AMEChurchreopened
difficultconversations
aboutConfederatesym­
bols,andjustfivedays
aftertheshootings,Haley
saidtheflagmustcome
down.
"The factthat people

are choosing touse it asa
signof hate issomething
we cannotstand,"she said
then."The factthat it
causes paintoso many is
enough tomoveit from
the Capitol grounds.Itis,
after all, aCapitol that
belongstoall of us."
Thousands gatheredon

July 10,2015,towatchas
the flagwas furledand
sent tostorageat the Con­
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federateRelic Room.
Forsome, passions have

not cooled ayear later.
Whitepeople advocat­

ingsecession and wearing
Confederate uniforms
hoisted anotherbattle flag
upatemporarypoleat the
same spot onSunday.
Police keptthemseparate
fromBlack Lives Matter
activists who shouted
"That flagis hate!"
Somewritersdescribed

theirjourneysacrossthe
gulfbetweenthem.
"After years ofnot un­

derstanding, I nowhave
embraced that the haters
havetakenover this flag
for their ownterrible caus­
es," wroteMiels from
Charleston,recalling his
student years atClemson
University. "Ijoined inthe
singing of Dixieandthe
waving of the Confederate
flag, as waystoencourage

school spirit,Isuppose."
"At the time, Inever

had racist thoughts,"he
said."Well,times have
changed."

''ICAMETO
UNDERSTAND
(THAT)ATTACHING
SOUTHERNPRIDE
TOTHESERELICS
OFTHEPASTONLY
SERVEDTO
SOLIDIFYTHAT
THETRUEBELIEFS
OFTHESOUTH
ARETHE
STEREOTYPESOF
HATRED,BIGOTRY

ANDRACISM.
Justin Hough's letter to
Gov. Nikki Haley

''THEMURDEROF
THEREV.
CLEMENTA
PINCKNEYALONG
WITH8OTHEROF
MYCHRISTIAN
BROTHERSAND
SISTERSCHANGED
MYHEART.MY
CHRISTIANDUTY
REQUIRESMETO
CALLFORTHE
REMOVALOFTHE

CONFEDERATE
BATTLEFLAG.
Randolph, a Myrtle Beach
resident

''AFTERYEARSOFNOT
UNDERSTANDING,I
NOWHAVE
EMBRACEDTHAT
THEHATERSHAVE
TAKENOVERTHIS
FLAGFORTHEIR
OWNTERRIBLE
CAUSES.
MielsfromCharleston

TIM DOMINICK AP

Gov.NikkiHaleyspeaksduringanewsconference June22, 2015,flanked by U.S.
CongressmanJamesClyburn,left,andU.S. Sen.TimScott,right.
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MEG KINNARD AP

Supportersof theConfederateflag raiseit onatemporaryflagpole atarally July10 onthegroundsof theStatehouse.Counter­protesters showed
upbutthe eventwas peaceful.Theflagcamedown from its longtimepositionat theStatehouselastyearafterthe Charlestonshooting.
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Haley touts
business
growth in
Barnwell
BY THOMAS GARDINER
tgardiner@aikenstandard.com
Touted as one of the greatest compa­

nies in South ?arolina b? Gov. Nikki
?ale?, Swiss ?rono broke ground on
a new high­densit? ?berboard manu­
facturing facilit? in Barnwell ?ount?
on Wednesda?.
Swiss ?rono is an international

compan? with facilities in eight
countries that emplo? around ?,???
emplo?ees, said Swiss ?rono Group
?hairwoman ?nes ?aindl.
The new manufacturing facilit? will

be adjacent to the current Swiss ?ro­
no complex at ???? Osborn Road in
Barnwell. ?t is a ???? million invest­

ment b? the compan? and is expected
to add about ??? jobs.
?igh­densit? ?berboard is made b?

highl? compressing wood ?bers, such
as wood chips from processed hard­
woods. The products are used in sev­
eral applications including furniture
construction and ?oor coverings.
The existing manufacturing facil­

it? in Barnwell has been producing
laminate ?ooring for more than ??
?ears, but some of the required mate­
rials have to be bought and shipped in.
With the new addition, Swiss ?rono
will be able to use local resources.
"We can bring in timber from right

here in South ?arolina and turn it into
high­densit? ?berboard right here in
South ?arolina," said ?eb ?ortanova,
president and ?EO of Swiss ?rono
USA.
?ortanova said the expansion has

been in the works for a number of
?ears, but market challenges and
worldwide events prevented the in­
vestment from getting the green light.
One of the organizations involved

in realizing the investment was the
Southern ?arolina Alliance.
The Alliance represents residents of

Please see KRONO, ?age ??A

KRONO
CONTINUED from 1A
Barnwell, Bamberg, Allen­
dale, Hampton, Colleton and
Jasper counties. According to
the organization's website, the
Alliance works to bring busi­
ness, investments and jobs to
the area.

S.C. Sen. Brad Hutto, D­
Orangeburg, noted that the
overall investment by Swiss
Krono is the largest capital in­
vestment in the history of the
regional alliance.
After remarks from project

and political leaders, they
moved to the ceremonial
earth­moving to mark the be­
ginning of facility construc­
tion.

Haley said, "This isn't just
a celebration for Barnwell
County but a celebration for
the state of South Carolina."

Thomas Gardiner is the SRS
beat reporter for the Aiken
Standard.
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STAFF PHOTO BY THOMAS GARDINER

President and CEO of Swiss Krono
USA Zeb Portanova, left, S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley and Chairwoman of
Swiss Krono Group Ines Kaindl
shovel dirt in the groundbreaking
ceremony for the new high­density
fiberboard manufacturing facility.

STAFF PHOTO BY THOMAS GARDINER

Swiss Krono officials are joined by Gov. Nikki Haley, second from left, for a groundbreaking ceremony at the company's new
high­density fiberboard manufacturing facility in Barnwell County.
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GIVING BACK

Haleyhails
western York
Countyman's
'inspiring' free
fireworksdisplay
.......................................................

WesleyWhitespent
$3,000onfireworks
displayfor HickoryGrove
.......................................................

Gov.NikkiHaley sent her
thanksforinspiring
peopletoward unityand
joy
.......................................................

BY ANDREW DYS
adys@heraldonline.com
HICKORY GROVE

Somesay nothingbig
ever happensintiny Hick­
ory Grove.They are
wrong.
Inthe ruralwestern

YorkCounty townof 467
people, oneman's free
fireworks show that pro­
motedunity, togetherness
and communityhas been
noticed bySouth Car­
olina's topelected official.
Gov.Nikki Haley.
"The governorthanked

me!"said Wesley White.
"How coolis that?"
Haley readacolumn on

heraldonline.com about
White's freefireworks
show onJuly 4where
Whiteinvites everybody.
Everybody meaning black
and white,richandpoor.
A warehouse worker,

White, 29,spends $3,000
of hisownmoney toput
onthe yearly showto
show lovefor community
and country.
Haley sentan official

letter, personally signed
and handwrittensaying,
"South Carolina appre­
ciates you!"Haley wrote
tothankWhite for"in­
spiring us all," andpro­
moting"unity" and"joy."
Haley praised Whitefor
bringing peopletogether
intimes wherethere is so
much divisiveness.
The letter arrivedinthe

mailMonday, andWhite's
family rushed it tohisjob
for him tosee.
"This justshows that

the onlyway wecan make
this nation stand is forall

of us tocome togetherand
love each other," White
said.
The Herald's story of

White's selfless fireworks
show broughtasocial
media firestorm –allof it
positive.
His Facebook page was

"blowing uplike fire­
works,"his storyshared
across thestate. AChar­
lotte TVstation visited
Hickory Grovetointer­
view him onJuly 4after
The Herald's story be­
came huge.
The fireworks show that

inpast yearshad afew
hundredpeople show up
mushroomed toalmost
2,000 people, with cars
lined upanddown the
roads inashow ofto­
getherness andfun.

"We hadeverybody
here, every color,every
kind ofperson, showing
that together wecan be
great inAmerica,"White
said.
White's help for others

hasmoved tomentoring
young peopleabout mak­
inggood choices andcol­
lectingbackpacks and
school suppliesso that all

SEE FIREWORKS,6A

Wantto help?
You canhelp WesleyWhite
helpothers. Visithis
Facebookpage or email
him at
whiteboy8625@yahoo.com
.......................................................
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FIREWORKS
FROMPAGE3A
childrenregardless of
income, raceor what
schoolthey go tohave
new supplies when school
starts inAugust.
"Every childout here

should beabletogo to
schoolwith a smileon
their face andabackpack
filled with whatthey need
tolearn and succeed,"
Whitesaid.
Afterthe joy ofJuly 4,

Whitelike so manyAmer­
icans wasshocked, sad­
dened andhurt bythe
violence inLouisiana,
Minnesotaand Texas.The

shootings of blackmen by

FILE/ AndrewDys

WesleyWhite withsomeof thefireworkshe setofffor
free to servethe communityinHickoryGrove.

police isterrible and
unacceptable, White said,
but the shooting ofpolice
officersinDallas is worse.
"There isno roomfor

retaliation, noplacefor
violence, inaworldwhere
we needlove," Whitesaid.
"What I didIhope shows
that we canlove onean­
other and makeadiffer­
encethat way, bysharing
what wehavewith
others."

AndrewDys:
803­329­4065,
@AndrewDysHerald
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SC officialsattend
Londonairshow

COLUMBIA

Commerce Department
officialsare inLondon this
weekto marketSouth
Carolina atan internation­
alair show.
Agency spokeswoman

Adrienne Fairwellsaid
Monday the 20 peoplein
SouthCarolina's dele­
gation includeseven Com­
merce employees. Others
are representativeof pri­
vate companiesand local
economic development
groups.
Fairwell says theMon­

day­through­Sunday trip is
expected tocosttaxpayers
about $50,000.
Neither Gov. Nikki

Haley norCommerce
Secretary BobbyHitt is
attending the eventheld
every twoyears. Haley
attended in2012.
Atthe time, Hitt called

the Farnborough Interna­
tional Air Showthe big­
gest marketingevent of
the yearfor his agency.He
saidthe focuswas on
building relationships and
attracting Boeingsuppliers
toSouth Carolina.
The agency spentmore

than$97,000 that year to
send Haleyand 10other
stateemployees.
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Jackson
Village to
protest in
Columbia
By Eileen Keithly
ekeithly@southstrandnews.com
Members of the Jackson
Village community in the
Plantersville area of George­
town County plan to rally on
the steps of the state capitol
on Friday, July 15, to protest
a yearly sewer tax that some
residents say is "illegal" and
"racist."
The Rev. Benjamin Grate,
spokesperson for the group,
said the rally will take place
at 9 a.m. and bring awareness

to a de­
cade­long
p r o b l e m
that local
authorities
in George­
town Coun­
t y h a v e
chosen to
ignore.
"We have
been gath­

ering for many years to fight
this illegal and racist tax,"
Grate said. "This tax was only

given to the black residents of
Plantersville – the white resi­
dents were exempt. ...
"We are tired of waiting for
someone in Georgetown to
help us. These taxes are un­
just and it was a conspiracy
to bind the tax to our house­
hold taxes, so when we can­
not pay them, our homes and
our property are taken away
from us."
The rally and protest in
Columbia is a step many
residents say they have been

trying to avoid since 2006,
when a Georgetown County
Water and Sewer District
project, they say, was forced
upon them.
GCWSD Executive Direc­

tor Ray Gagnon was not em­
ployed by the district until
after the sewer project was
completed. But he told the
Times in March that the deci­
sion of where the sewer lines
were run in Plantersville had

See Jackson, Page 2A

Jackson Village to protest in Columbia
From Page 1A
nothing to do with discrimi­
nation or racism.
"This project was a very
lengthy and tedious under­
taking and it had nothing to
do with race," Gagnon said.
Gagnon said the project
helped do away with an­
tiquated and failing sep­
tic tank systems that were
leaking raw sewage onto
properties, contaminating
the community's drinking
water and posing numerous
health hazards to residents.
While the actual assess­
ments only began in 2013,
some black residents claim
that white plantation own­
ers in Plantersville were able
to opt out of having sewer
brought to their homes –
avoiding the $250­per­year,
20­year assessment which

residents say they have
struggled to pay.
An investigation by the
Times earlier this year re­
vealed that when residents
do not pay their yearly sewer
tax, their property is slated
for and sold at public auction.
Plantersville resident Lil­
lian Milton knows exactly
how that process works.
"When I went to pay my
taxes last year a clerk told
me that my house had been
sold at auction," Milton said.
"I had to pay the tax, delin­
quent fees and I had to pay a
redemption fee which was a
percentage of the price that
my house brought at the
auction, and I'm still using
my septic tank – we never
tapped in to the service."
Based on the number of
people who have attended

the pre­rally meetings, Grate
said the group is expecting a
large crowd in Columbia.
"We have people coming
from all over the country to
protest this tax," Grate said.
"Many property owners that
are being taxed don't even
live in Georgetown County,
but have left the area to work
and are planning on return­
ing to their property when
they retire."
Beulah Augustas lives in
Brooklyn, New York, but
her family has owned land
in Plantersville for years.
She told the Times that she
fully supports the rally and
looks forward to protesting
on Friday.
"I very much want to be
there to support the move­
ment to abolish the tax,"
Augustas said from her home

in New York. "The state law­
makers need to take action
and help the people out of
this tax that is financially
crippling the folks in Plant­
ersville."
Plantersville resident Lu­

ther Windley attended a pre­
rally meeting at the Planters­
ville community center in
January and will also make
his way to Columbia.
"I don't think the people in
Columbia realize how seri­
ous the situation in Plant­
ersville has become," Wind­
ley said. "I can't even get
the water and sewer district
to run water to my house,
but they put a sewer tap in
my front yard and told me I
had to hook up to the sewer
or else. They send me a bill
each month for about $40,
and they make me pay $250

SC0148 Georgetown Times
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 07/13/2016

Jackson Village to protest in Columbia
By Eileen Keithly ekeithly@southstrandnews.com
67.27 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Georgetown, SC    Circulation: 8446

Page: 1

64129-07-13_1002.pdf

County: Georgetown



each year for the tax, yet I
don't have water running to
my house."
Windley said he was forced

to have a well dug in his yard,
and he pumps water electri­
cally from the well into his
sewer system for sanitation
reasons.
"What I don't understand
is that I am the last house
in the community that was
made to have sewer run to
my house," Windley said.
"And just around the corner
from me is the road where all
the big plantations are that
didn't have to get the sewer.
I can see their property from
mine – so how is that fair?
It's not fair at all."

Grate said he and other
members of the protest group
have been in Columbia since
July 11 setting up meetings
with state agencies and law­
makers that will take place
after the protest July 15.
"We have come here to take
action against this illegal
tax," Grate said. "We want
to meet with the lawmakers
of our state and ask them to
help us find a way out of this
tax that is destroying our
Gullah Geeche culture in
Georgetown."
State Sen. Ronnie A. Saab
said he is more than happy
to meet with the group in

Grate

regards to the annual sew­
er tax, but he might not be

available to do so on Friday.
"I have a very tight sched­

ule on Friday, but I do want
to meet with the residents of
Jackson Village to see what
we can do to help them out
with this tax situation," Saab
said Tuesday morning when
contacted by the Times. "I
fully understand the burden,
and we need to help them
find some relief."
Chaney Adams, Gov. Nikki

Haley's press secretary, said
the governor is aware of
Friday's rally and has taken
some preliminary steps to
assist the group.
"We ... have asked that the
state Office of Economic
Opportunity work with the

Waccamaw Economic Op­
portunity Council to deter­
mine if these residents in the
Georgetown community are
eligible for assistance," Ad­
ams said.
The Office of Economic
Opportunity, Chaney said,
is a state agency that works
in partnership with com­
munity action agencies and
other non­profit agencies to
administer and distribute
grants to South Carolinians
living in poverty.
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SC officialsattend
Londonairshow

COLUMBIA

Commerce Department
officialsare inLondon this
weekto marketSouth
Carolina atan internation­
alair show.
Agency spokeswoman

Adrienne Fairwellsaid
Monday the 20 peoplein
SouthCarolina's dele­
gation includeseven Com­
merce employees. Others
are representativeof pri­
vate companiesand local
economic development
groups.
Fairwell says theMon­

day­through­Sunday trip is
expected tocosttaxpayers
about $50,000.
Neither Gov. Nikki

Haley norCommerce
Secretary BobbyHitt is
attending the eventheld
every twoyears. Haley
attended in2012.
Atthe time, Hitt called

the Farnborough Interna­
tional Air Showthe big­
gest marketingevent of
the yearfor his agency.He
saidthe focuswas on
building relationships and
attracting Boeingsuppliers
toSouth Carolina.
The agency spentmore

than$97,000 that year to
send Haleyand 10other
stateemployees.
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