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Why some Confederate flag

supporters changed their views

BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press
housands of peo-
ple wrote to South
Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley after
she said the Con-
federate flag must come
down in response to last
year’s church shootings.
Many were angered by her
call, but some said the mas-
sacre changed their minds.
The Associated Press
reached out to the writers of
these emails and letters after
the Republican governor’s

office released 10,000 pages
of documents last week in
response to requests for
public records from last
summer’s flag debate.
Among them are poignant
notes from flag supporters
explaining how their

County: Richland
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thoughts evolved after a
white man who celebrated
the symbol was charged with
gunning down nine black
people at a Bible study.
Justin Hough of North
Carolina talked about his
feelings now that reactions
to police Kkillings threaten to
provoke even more violence.
“It’s a tarnished, tattered

image of the South,” Hough
said. Southerners who don’t
acknowledge that either
don’t understand the impact,
or are “just lying about what
it says to other people.”

In his letter, Hough said he
was a graduate of The Cita-
del military academy who
once loved “the Confederate
flag, singing Dixie and de-
fending our right to say the

N-word.”

“I came to understand,”
he wrote, that “attaching
Southern pride to these relics
of the past only served to
solidify that the true beliefs
of the South are the ster-
eotypes of hatred, bigotry
and racism.”

Describing himself as a
white descendant of Confed-
erate veterans, Hough said
that when he was growing up
in rural Georgia, everyone
used racial epithets and
thought nothing of it. The
Confederate flag was seen as
part of their regional heri-
tage, not a symbol of hate.

“It wasn’t the rebel flag,”

he said. “It was Southern
culture.”

He said the hazing of a
black Citadel cadet in the
late 1980s made him realize
that the symbol he respected
could be harmful to others,
and the church shootings
made him even more con-
vinced that it was time to let
it go.

Many letter writers casti-
gated Haley for trying to
erase the memory of Confed-
erate soldiers. Many others
praised her decision as cour-
ageous.

SEE FLAG LETTERS, 5C

© onune

AT THESTATE.COM Related videos,
stories about the Confederate flag and
Haley emails
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MY CHRISTIAN DUTY REQUIRES ME TO CALL FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG.

Randolph, member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans

FROM PAGE 1C

FLAG LETTERS

The governor’s office
redacted contact informa-
tion and last names, but
the AP managed to find
some of the letter writers
through the affiliations
they mentioned. Hough
wasn’t alone among dyed-
in-the-wool southerners
who said their feelings
changed.

Randolph, of Myrtle
Beach, said as a member
of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans, he long support-
ed keeping the flag in
place - until the Char-
leston shootings.

“The murder of the Rev.
Clementa Pinckney along
with 8 other of my Chris-
tian Brothers and Sisters
changed my heart,” Ran-
dolph wrote. “My Chris-
tian duty requires me to
call for the removal of the
Confederate Battle flag.”

When Haley first cam-
paigned for governor in
2010, she joined the ranks
of South Carolina politi-
cians who said the issue
had been settled for all
time by a 2000 compro-
mise that moved the ban-
ner from atop the capitol

dome to a 30-foot pole
near a Confederate soldier

County: Richland
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monument.

Running for re-election
four years later, she said
business executives con-
sidering whether to invest
in South Carolina never
mentioned the flag issue.
She argued that “we really
fixed all that” when voters
elected her - an Indian-
American - as the state’s
first minority governor.

Then, photos of Dylann
Roof posing with the bat-
tle flag emerged following
the Kkillings inside the
historic Emanuel AME
Church, fueling tough
conversations nationwide
over race relations and the
legacy of Confederate
symbols.

Just five days after the
shootings, Haley said the
flag must come down.

“The fact that people
are choosing to use it as a
sign of hate is something
we cannot stand,” she said
then. “The fact that it
causes pain to so many is
enough to move it from
the Capitol grounds. It is,
after all, a Capitol that

belongs to all of us.”
Thousands gathered on

July 10, 2015 to watch as

the flag was furled and

sent to climate-controlled
storage at the Confederate
Relic Room.

For some, passions have
not cooled a year later.

White people advocat-
ing secession and wearing
Confederate uniforms
hoisted another battle flag
up a temporary pole at the
same spot on Sunday.
Police kept them separate
from Black Lives Matter
activists who shouted
“That flag is hate!”

Some letter writers
described their journeys
across the gulf between
them.

“After years of not un-
derstanding, I now have
embraced that the haters
have taken over this flag
for their own terrible caus-
es,” wrote Miels from
Charleston, recalling his
student years at Clemson
University. “I joined in the
singing of Dixie and the
waving of the Confederate
flag, as ways to encourage
school spirit, I suppose.”

“At the time, I never
had racist thoughts,” he
said. “Well, times have
changed.”
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Supporters of the Confederate flag raise it on a temporary flagpole Sunday on the grounds of the State House in Columbia during a rally.
Counter-protesters showed up, but the event was peaceful.
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CHARLESTON SHOOTING

Confederate flag
supporters describe
their changed views

BY MEG KINNARD

Associated Press

Thousands of people
wrote to Gov. Nikki Haley
after she called for the
removal of the flag at the
Statehouse

Haley’s office released
emails, with last names
redacted

AP tracked down some
letter writers

COLUMBIA
ike many other
white southerners,
Justin Hough used
to consider the

Confederate flag part of

his regional heritage, not a

symbol of hate. That

changed when a white
man who posed with the
flag was charged with
killing nine black church-
goers last year.

Hough is one of thou-
sands of people who felt
compelled to share their
feelings with South Car-
olina’s governor after she
called for removing the flag
from its place of honor.

“It’s a tarnished, tat-
tered image of the South,”
Hough told The Associ-
ated Press, and souther-
ners who don’t acknowl-
edge this either don’t
understand the impact, or
are “just lying about what
it says to other people.”

The AP reached out to

County: York writers of these emails
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and letters after Gov.
Nikki Haley’s office re-
leased 10,000 pages of
documents last week in
response to requests for
public records from last
summetr’s flag debate.

Hough now lives in
North Carolina, where he
expanded on the feelings
he expressed last year, now
that reactions to police
killings threaten to provoke
even more violence.

In his letter, Hough said
he was a graduate of The
Citadel military academy
who once loved “the Con-
federate flag, singing
Dixie and defending our
right to say the N-word.”

“I came to understand,”
he wrote, that “attaching

southern pride to these
relics of the past only
served to solidify that the
true beliefs of the south are
the stereotypes of hatred,
bigotry and racism.”

Describing himself as a
white descendant of Con-
federate veterans, Hough
told the AP that when he
was growing up in rural
Georgia, everyone used
racial epithets and thought
nothing of it.

But he said the hazing
of a black Citadel cadet in
the late 1980s made him
realize that the symbol he
respected could be harm-

ful to others, and the
church shootings made
him even more convinced

that it was time to let it go.

Many letter writers
castigated the Republican
governor for trying to
erase the memory of Con-
federate soldiers. Many
others praised her deci-
sion as courageous.

The governor’s office
redacted contact informa-
tion and last names, but
the AP managed to find
some of the letter writers
through the affiliations
they mentioned. Hough
wasn’t alone among dyed-
in-the-wool southerners
whose feelings changed.

Randolph, of Myrtle
Beach, said that as a
member of the Sons of

Confederate Veterans, he
long supported keeping
the flag in place - until the
Charleston shootings.

“The murder of the Rev.

Clementa Pinckney along
with 8 other of my Chris-
tian Brothers and Sisters
changed my heart,” Ran-
dolph wrote. “My Chris-
tian duty requires me to
call for the removal of the
Confederate Battle flag.”
When Haley first cam-
paigned for governor in
2010, she joined the ranks
of politicians who said the
issue had been settled for

all time by a 2000 compro-
mise that moved the ban-
ner from atop the capitol
dome to a 30-foot pole
near a Confederate soldier
monument.

Running for re-election
four years later, she said
business executives con-
sidering whether to invest
in South Carolina never
mentioned the flag issue.
She argued that “we really
fixed all that” when voters
elected her - an Indian-
American - as the state’s
first minority governor.

The photos of Dylann
Roof posing with the battle
flag before the killings
inside the historic Emanuel
AME Church reopened
difficult conversations
about Confederate sym-
bols, and just five days

after the shootings, Haley
said the flag must come
down.

“The fact that people
are choosing to use it as a
sign of hate is something
we cannot stand,” she said
then. “The fact that it
causes pain to so many is
enough to move it from
the Capitol grounds. It is,
after all, a Capitol that
belongs to all of us.”

Thousands gathered on
July 10, 2015, to watch as
the flag was furled and
sent to storage at the Con-
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federate Relic Room.

For some, passions have
not cooled a year later.

White people advocat-
ing secession and wearing
Confederate uniforms
hoisted another battle flag
up a temporary pole at the
same spot on Sunday.
Police kept them separate
from Black Lives Matter
activists who shouted
“That flag is hate!”

Some writers described
their journeys across the
gulf between them.

“After years of not un-
derstanding, I now have
embraced that the haters
have taken over this flag

for their own terrible caus-

es,” wrote Miels from
Charleston, recalling his
student years at Clemson
University. “I joined in the
singing of Dixie and the

waving of the Confederate
flag, as ways to encourage
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school spirit, I suppose.”

“At the time, I never
had racist thoughts,” he
said. “Well, times have
changed.”
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| CAME TO
UNDERSTAND
(THAT) ATTACHING
SOUTHERN PRIDE
TO THESE RELICS
OF THE PAST ONLY
SERVED TO
SOLIDIFY THAT
THE TRUE BELIEFS
OF THE SOUTH
ARE THE
STEREOTYPES OF

AND RACISM.

Justin Hough’s letter to
Gov. Nikki Haley
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THE MURDER OF
THE REV.
CLEMENTA
PINCKNEY ALONG
WITH 8 OTHER OF
MY CHRISTIAN
BROTHERS AND
SISTERS CHANGED
MY HEART. MY
CHRISTIAN DUTY
REQUIRES ME TO
CALL FOR THE
REMOVAL OF THE

HATRED, BIGOTRY

Confederate flag supporters describe their changed views
BY MEG KINNARD Associated Press
144.77 column inches

CONFEDERATE
BATTLE FLAG.

Randolph, a Myrtle Beach
resident

é6

AFTER YEARS OF
NOT
UNDERSTANDING, |
NOW HAVE
EMBRACED THAT
THE HATERS HAVE
TAKEN OVER THIS
FLAG FOR THEIR
OWN TERRIBLE
CAUSES.

Miels from Charleston

TIM DOMINICK AP

Gov. Nikki Haley speaks during a news conference June 22, 2015, flanked by U.S.
Congressman James Clyburn, left, and U.S. Sen. Tim Scott, right.
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Supporters of the Confederate flag raise it on a temporary flagpole at a rally July 10 on the grounds of the Statehouse. Counter-protesters showed
up but the event was peaceful. The flag came down from its longtime position at the Statehouse last year after the Charleston shooting.
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Haley touts
business
growth in

Barnwell

BY THOMAS GARDINER
igardiner(@aikenstandard.com

Touted as one of the greatest compa- ment by the company and is expected  here in South Carolina and turn it into
nies in South Carolina by Gov. Nikki  to add about 100 jobs. high-density fiberboard right here in
Haley, Swiss Krono broke ground on ~ High-density fiberboard is made by ~ South Carolina,” said Zeb Portanova,
anew high-density fibetboard manu-  highly compressing wood fibers, such  president and CEO of Swiss Krono
facturing facility in Barnwell County — as wood chips from processed hard- ~ USA.

on Wednesday. woods. The products are used insev-  Portanova said the expansion has
Swiss Krono is an international cral applications including furniture ~ been in the works for a number of
company with facilities in eight construction and floor coverings. years, but market challenges and
countries that employ around 5,000 The existing manufacturing facil-  worldwide events prevented the in-
employees, said Swiss Krono Group ity in Barnwell has been producing ~ vestment from getting the green light.
Chairwoman Ines Kaindl. laminate flooring for more than 10 Ore of the organizations involved

The new manufacturing facility will years, but some of the required mate-  in realizing the investment was the
be adjacent to the current Swiss Kro-  rials have to be bought and shipped in.  Southern Carolina Alliance.
no complex at 1251 OsbornRoad in ~~ With the new addition, Swiss Krono The Alliance represents residents of
Barnwell. It is a $230 million invest- ~ will be able to use local resources.

“We can bring in timber from right ~ Please see KRONO, Page 10A

CONTINUED from 1A

Barnwell, Bamberg, Allen- S.C. Sen. Brad Hutto, D- and political leaders, they Haley said, “This isn’t just
dale, Hampton, Colleton and  Orangeburg, noted that the moved to the ceremonial a celebration for Barnwell
Jasper counties. According to  overall investment by Swiss  earth-moving to mark the be- County but a celebration for

the organization’s website, the Krono is the largest capital in- ginning of facility construc-  the state of South Carolina.

. ; . . . tion.
Alliance works to bring busi-  vestment in the history of the —
ness, investments and jobsto  regional alliance. Eggc'?:scﬁferrdfgetas,f\?li ?'RS
the arca. After remarks from project P
Standard.
County: Aiken Page: 1
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President and CEO of Swiss Krono
USA Zeb Portanova, left, S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley and Chairwoman of
Swiss Krono Group Ines Kaindl
shovel dirt in the groundbreaking
ceremony for the new high-density
fiberboard manufacturing facility.

STAFF PHOTO BY THOMAS GARDINER

Swiss Krono officials are joined by Gov. Nikki Haley, second from left, for a groundbreaking ceremony at the company’s new
high-density fiberboard manufacturing facility in Barnwell County.
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GIVING BACK

Haley hails

western

York

County man’s
‘inspiring’ free
fireworks display

Wesley White spent
$3,000 on fireworks
display for Hickory Grove
Gov. Nikki Haley sent her
thanks for inspiring
people toward unity and
joy

BY ANDREW DY$
adys@heraldonline.com
HICKORY GROVE

Some say nothing big
ever happens in tiny Hick-
ory Grove. They are
wrong.

In the rural western
York County town of 467
people, one man’s free
fireworks show that pro-
moted unity, togetherness
and community has been
noticed by South Car-
olina’s top elected official.

Gov. Nikki Haley.

“The governor thanked
me!” said Wesley White.
“How cool is that?”

Haley read a column on
heraldonline.com about
White’s free fireworks
show on July 4 where
White invites everybody.
Everybody meaning black
and white, rich and poor.
A warehouse worker,

62033-07-13_3001.pdf

White, 29, spends $3,000
of his own money to put
on the yearly show to
show love for community
and country.

Haley sent an official
letter, personally signed
and handwritten saying,
“South Carolina appre-
ciates you!” Haley wrote
to thank White for “in-
spiring us all,” and pro-
moting “unity” and “joy.”
Haley praised White for

bringing people together
in times where there is so
much divisiveness.

The letter arrived in the
mail Monday, and White’s
family rushed it to his job
for him to see.

“This just shows that
the only way we can make
this nation stand is for all

of us to come together and
love each other,” White
said.

The Herald’s story of
White’s selfless fireworks
show brought a social
media firestorm - all of it
positive.

His Facebook page was
“plowing up like fire-
works,” his story shared
across the state. A Char-
lotte TV station visited
Hickory Grove to inter-
view him on July 4 after
The Herald’s story be-
came huge.

The fireworks show that
in past years had a few
hundred people show up
mushroomed to almost
2,000 people, with cars
lined up and down the
roads in a show of to-
getherness and fun.

“We had everybody
here, every color, every
kind of person, showing
that together we can be
great in America,” White
said.

White’s help for others
has moved to mentoring
young people about mak-
ing good choices and col-
lecting backpacks and
school supplies so that all

SEE FIREWORKS, 6A

Want to help?

You can help Wesley White
help others. Visit his
Facebook page or email
him at
whiteboy8625@yahoo.com

Page: 1
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FIREWORKS

FROM PAGE 3A

children regardless of
income, race or what
school they go to have
new supplies when school
starts in August.

“Every child out here
should be able to go to
school with a smile on
their face and a backpack
filled with what they need
to learn and succeed,”
White said.

After the joy of July 4,
White like so many Amer-
icans was shocked, sad-
dened and hurt by the
violence in Louisiana,
Minnesota and Texas. The

shootings of black men by

police is terrible and
unacceptable, White said,
but the shooting of police
officers in Dallas is worse.

“There is no room for
retaliation, no place for
violence, in a world where
we need love,” White said.
“What I did I hope shows
that we can love one an-
other and make a differ-
ence that way, by sharing
what we have with
others.”

Andrew Dys:
803-329-4065,
@AndrewDysHerald

FILE/ Andrew Dys

Wesley White with some of the fireworks he set off for
free to serve the community in Hickory Grove.
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SC officials attend
London air show

COLUMBIA

Commerce Department
officials are in London this
week to market South
Carolina at an internation-
al air show.

Agency spokeswoman
Adrienne Fairwell said
Monday the 20 people in
South Carolina’s dele-
gation include seven Com-
merce employees. Others
are representative of pri-
vate companies and local
economic development
groups.

Fairwell says the Mon-
day-through-Sunday trip is
expected to cost taxpayers
about $50,000.

Neither Gov. Nikki
Haley nor Commerce
Secretary Bobby Hitt is
attending the event held
every two years. Haley
attended in 2012.

At the time, Hitt called
the Farnborough Interna-
tional Air Show the big-
gest marketing event of
the year for his agency. He
said the focus was on
building relationships and
attracting Boeing suppliers
to South Carolina.

The agency spent more
than $97,000 that year to
send Haley and 10 other
state employees.

County: Beaufort Page: 1
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Jackson
Village to
protest in
Columbia

By E1LeeN KEITHLY
ekeithly@southstrandnews.com

Members of the Jackson
Village community in the
Plantersville area of George-
town County plan to rally on
the steps of the state capitol
on Friday, July 15, to protest
a yearly sewer tax that some
residents say is “illegal” and
“racist.”

The Rev. Benjamin Grate,
spokesperson for the group,
said the rally will take place
atga.m.and bring awareness

to a de-
cade-long
problem
that local
authorities
in George-
town Coun-
ty have
chosen to
ignore.
“We have
been gath-
ering for many years to fight
this illegal and racist tax,”
Grate said. “This tax was only

given to the black residents of
Plantersville — the white resi-
dents were exempt. ...

“We are tired of waiting for
someone in Georgetown to
help us. These taxes are un-
just and it was a conspiracy
to bind the tax to our house-
hold taxes, so when we can-
not pay them, our homes and
our property are taken away
from us.”

The rally and protest in
Columbia is a step many
residents say they have been

trying to avoid since 2006,
when a Georgetown County
Water and Sewer District
project, they say, was forced
upon them.

GCWSD Executive Direc-
tor Ray Gagnon was not em-
ployed by the district until
after the sewer project was
completed. But he told the
Timesin March that the deci-
sion of where the sewer lines
were run in Plantersville had

See JACKSON, Page 2A

Jackson Village to protest in Columbia

FROM PAGE 1A

nothing to do with discrimi-
nation or racism.

“This project was a very
lengthy and tedious under-
taking and it had nothing to
do with race,” Gagnon said.

Gagnon said the project
helped do away with an-
tiquated and failing sep-
tic tank systems that were
leaking raw sewage onto
properties, contaminating
the community’s drinking
water and posing numerous
health hazards to residents.

While the actual assess-
ments only began in 2013,
some black residents claim
that white plantation own-
ersin Plantersville were able
to opt out of having sewer
brought to their homes -
avoiding the $250-per-year,
20-year assessment which

ounty: Georgetown

64129-07-13_1002.pdf

residents say they have
struggled to pay.

An investigation by the
Times earlier this year re-
vealed that when residents
donot pay their yearly sewer
tax, their property is slated
for and sold at public auction.

Plantersville resident Lil-
lian Milton knows exactly
how that process works.

“When I went to pay my
taxes last year a clerk told
me that my house had been
sold at auction,” Milton said.
“I had to pay the tax, delin-
quent fees and I had to pay a
redemption fee which was a
percentage of the price that
my house brought at the
auction, and I'm still using
my septic tank — we never
tapped in to the service.”

Based on the number of
people who have attended

the pre-rally meetings, Grate

said the group is expecting a
large crowd in Columbia.

“We have people coming
from all over the country to
protest this tax,” Grate said.
“Many property owners that
are being taxed don’t even
live in Georgetown County,
but have left the area to work
and are planning on return-
ing to their property when
they retire.”

Beulah Augustas lives in
Brooklyn, New York, but
her family has owned land
in Plantersville for years.
She told the Times that she
fully supports the rally and
looks forward to protesting
on Friday.

“I very much want to be
there to support the move-
ment to abolish the tax,”
Augustassaid from her home

in New York. “The state law-
makers need to take action
and help the people out of
this tax that is financially
crippling the folks in Plant-
ersville.”

Plantersville resident Lu-
ther Windley attended a pre-
rally meeting atthe Planters-
ville community center in
January and will also make
his way to Columbia.

“I don’t think the people in
Columbia realize how seri-
ous the situation in Plant-
ersville has become,” Wind-
ley said. “I can’t even get
the water and sewer district
to run water to my house,
but they put a sewer tap in
my front yard and told me I
had to hook up to the sewer
or else. They send me a bill
each month for about $40,
and they make me pay $250

Page: 1
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each year for the tax, yet I
don’t have water running to

my house.”

Windley said he wasforced
tohave a well dug in hisyard,
and he pumps water electri-
cally from the well into his
sewer system for sanitation
reasons.

“What I don’t understand
is that T am the last house
in the community that was
made to have sewer run to
my house,” Windley said.
“And just around the corner
from me is the road where all
the big plantations are that
didn’t have to get the sewer.
I can see their propertyfrom
mine — so how is that fair?
It’s not fair at all.”

ounty: Georgetown
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Grate said he and other
members of the protest group
have beenin Columbia since
July 11 setting up meetings
with state agencies and law-
makers that will take place
after the protest July 15.

“We have come here to take
action against this illegal
tax,” Grate said. “We want
to meet with the lawmakers
of our state and ask them to
help us find a way out of this
tax that is destroying our
Gullah Geeche culture in
Georgetown.”

State Sen. Ronnie A. Saab
said he is more than happy
to meet with the group in

regards to the annual sew-
er tax, but he might not be

Jackson Village to protest in Columbia

By Eileen Keithly ekeithly@southstrandnews.com

available to do so on Friday.

“I have a very tight sched-
ule on Friday, but I do want
to meet with the residents of
Jackson Village to see what
we can do to help them out
with this tax situation,” Saab
said Tuesday morning when
contacted by the Times. “I
fully understand the burden,
and we need to help them
find some relief.”

Chaney Adams, Gov. Nikki
Haley’s press secretary, said
the governor is aware of
Friday’s rally and has taken
some preliminary steps to
assist the group.

“We ... have asked that the
state Office of Economic
Opportunity work with the

Waccamaw Economic Op-
portunity Council to deter-
mineifthese residentsin the
Georgetown community are
eligible for assistance,” Ad-
ams said.

The Office of Economic
Opportunity, Chaney said,
is a state agency that works
in partnership with com-
munity action agencies and
other non-profit agencies to
administer and distribute
grants to South Carolinians
living in poverty.
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SC officials attend
London air show

COLUMBIA

Commerce Department
officials are in London this
week to market South
Carolina at an internation-
al air show.

Agency spokeswoman
Adrienne Fairwell said
Monday the 20 people in
South Carolina’s dele-
gation include seven Com-
merce employees. Others
are representative of pri-
vate companies and local
economic development
groups.

Fairwell says the Mon-
day-through-Sunday trip is
expected to cost taxpayers
about $50,000.

Neither Gov. Nikki
Haley nor Commerce
Secretary Bobby Hitt is
attending the event held
every two years. Haley
attended in 2012.

At the time, Hitt called
the Farnborough Interna-
tional Air Show the big-
gest marketing event of
the year for his agency. He
said the focus was on
building relationships and
attracting Boeing suppliers
to South Carolina.

The agency spent more
than $97,000 that year to
send Haley and 10 other
state employees.

County: Beaufort
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'Haley: Roughly $1B in damage during October flood’

Governor touts road
and home repairs

since record rains

BY AVERY G. WILKS
The State

COLUMBIA — South Carolina suf-
fered roughly $1 billion in losses dur-
ing last fall’s historic storm, Gov.
Nikki Haley said Thursday.

But fixed roads and ongoing repairs
to storm-damaged homes highlighted
Haley’s rundown of the state’s tri-
umphs after record rain on Oct. 4.

“We saw devastation like we had
never seen, and we quickly got to
work,” Haley said.

The losses included $741 million in
damage to housing, $137 million in
damage to state roads and more than
$200 million in damage to other public
assets, Haley said. .

Thirty-six of 541 state roads closed
by the storm remain closed. But two-
thirds of those are closed because of
unstable or failed dams, Haley said.

The Haley-backed One S.C. Flood
Recovery Fund has received nearly
$1.65 million in donations and $12.7
million in donated skilled labor, she
said.

Those donations have helped volun-
teer organizations rebuild or begin re-
pairs to 1,100 homes statewide as S.C.
officials await nearly $157 million in
federal flood-recovery aid, she said.

“We weren’t going to let people live
like that. We knew that we had to fix
it,” Haley said. “The One S.C. Fund al-
lowed us to go ahead and get these
homes started. It’s going to be several
months, still, until we get the money
that we need from HUD.”

Not everyone is thrilled with Haley’s
post-flood response.

S.C. farmers were upset when the
Republican governor vetoed a $40 mil-
lion state-aid package aimed at cover-
ing an estimated $370 million in crop
losses from the storm. “It was frus-
trating for all of us in agriculture,”
S.C. Farm Bureau president Harry Ott

said Thursday. “We simply didn’t un-
derstand why she couldn’t understand
that ... agriculture is different than
every other small business.”

Lawmakers overwhelmingly voted
to override Haley’s veto.

Haley said she couldn’t support
bailing out farmers while other
small businesses and individuals suf-
fered. “To place one group over the
others just didn’t seem fair to me,”
she said Thursday.

The storm left 19 dead and. at one
point, 40,000 people without water, ac-
cording to the governor’s office. More
than 20,000 S.C. residents were dis-
placed and more than 1,500 residents
were rescued from flood waters, Hal-
ey’s office said.

S.C. communities now are awaiting
nearly $157 million in aid from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

When it arrives, that money - about
$96.8 million will go directly to the
state — can be used to meet remaining
“unmet housing, economic develop-
ment and infrastructure needs that re-
sulted from thousands of homes and
small businesses being damaged or de-
stroyed” during the storm, according
to HUD.

State officials have said they will
use the money to ensure vulnerable
residents have suitable housing. The
state has scheduled several town halls
starting next week to present its pre-
liminary plan for the money.

Haley also said Thursday that re-
tired Army Col. Kevin Shwedo would
return to his role as director of the
state Department of Motor Vehicles
after an eight-month stint as the
state’s flood recovery director.

He will be replaced by retired Army
Col. J.R. Sanderson, who has worked
in Shwedo’s recovery office.

“He has been with Col. Shwedo
since Day One, so this is not bringing
in someone new,” Haley said. “This is
someone who has been doing all the
work, and now we’re just going to the
next phase. And so that next phase is
very much dealing with how we’re
going to deal with the housing grant
money going forward and where we’re
going to go from there.”
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A Chevrolet SUV navigates waters of the October 2015 flood where Broad Street Extension crosses Green Swamp near Walmart
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'State shorts Jasper in fundmg

Local government fund
shortage impacting
counties, cities

BY JESSICAH LAWRENCE
kit (ounty Sun limes
Feiicah Lawrende @ mons. (om

The shortage of state fund-
ing support is hitting counties
and municipalities around the
state, leaving local taxpayers
to cover the shortfall

Fortunately in Jasper
County, elected officials have
fought not to raise the prop-
erty taxes in order to cover
the shortage of state funding
to pay for state mandated ser-
viees such as the court system,

The local government fund
was created to be a consistent
revenue source for county and
city governments. The fund
is a distribution formula of
tax dollars collected by the
state on behalf of local gov-
crnments.
ties are to receive an amount
equal to 4.5 percent of the
previous year's state General
Fund base revenue.

The Municipal Associa-
tion of South Carolina says
the local government fund
chbs and flows with the state’s
economy. When the Great
Recession hit in 2008, coun-
ties and cities struggled along  receive
with the state but legislators
also made cuts to the fund

during the time period.

While some of those cuts
have been restored, the local
governments are not receiving
the total amounts it should
based on the formula.

County administrator
Andy said the coun-
cil has tried to lobby along
with MSAC to receive the
total allotted amount Jasper
should receive.

Based on Jasper’s popula-
tion it should have received
$1.3 million for the 2015-16
fiscal year, but only $936,097
was distributed from the local
government fund.

“Tocover the assessor’s office,
clerk of court, probate judge,

of social services, MIAP pro- i

jgram, coroner, department of
Jjuvenile justice, voter registra-
tion, solicitor's office, sherifTs
office, magistrate judges, the
register of deeds, i
and paroles,
ment and veteran affairs it
costs atotal of 5.7 million. All
of those services are mandated
by the state.

“All of the things that most
local people think the state
is paying for we are actually
covering the costs to operate,”
Fulghum said. “While it's a
state service, we have to pro-
vide office space and cover the

expenses. As the local govern-

ment fund shrinks, the local year

taxpayers end up paying for it
Financial officer Ronnie
Mﬂdhm
a slight increase for

the fiscal year 2016-17 with a
$983,395 budgeted to cover

depart- i

“We've tried not to increase
the millage rate and havent
in the last for the three to
four years. But that means
we've cut in other places. If
we received what we were
supposed to from the local
government fund, we could
fund other needs,” Malphrus
said. “We're getting less than
what the law says they are
required to distribute.”
Capital needs is an area
where Jasper cannot seem to
fund without a millage rate
increase. Hl]phmnlud

4.5 percent formula - about
$311 million, Neither the
House nor the Senate

to fund it fully. A total of
£212.6 million is set to be
distributed to the local coun-
ties and cities for the fiscal
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JOAN YATES
Editor — The Link

When the South Carolina
House of Representatives
passed a law in May establish-
ing the South Carolina Farm
Aid Grant Program, $40 mil-
lion was made available to
South Carolina farmers who
suffered at least a 40 percent
loss of an affected crop as a re-
sult of last October’s flooding.

The official application for
the South Carolina Farm Aid
Grant Program opened July 1.
The application is available
online at agriculture sc.gov/sc-
farm-aid/.

It is the only application
farmers can fill out to receive
disaster relief aid from the
State fund. The application
deadline is Aug. 15. Any ap-
plication received after Aug.
15 will not be eligible to re-
ceive funds.
vFarmers are advised to fill

23Y 4]y <s,I)rate Independence Day

out the application as soon as
possible to allow time for re-
view and any necessary fol-
low-up.

At this time, the state relief
through the S.C. Department
of Agriculture is the only re-
lief available to S.C. farmers.

“Our farm families do so
much for us here in South
Carolina,” said S.C. Rep.
Richie Yow. “In these times
that nature took its course on
South Carolina, our farmers
held strong, and through this
aid, I hope that it will help
keep our small rural farms
around for generations to
come.” ‘

Clemson Extension Service,
along with SCDA, is hosting
training sessions to help farm-
ers with the application
process.

The meeting closest to
Chesterfield County will be
held tomorrow, July 7, from
10 a.m. until noon at Moree’s

Relief deadline for farm ald

River Lodge, located at 143
Kolb’s Tomb Rd (off US
15/US 401), in Society Hill.
No registration required, and
light refreshments will be pro-
vided.

For more meeting sites and
dates, or to be put in contact
with a Farm Aid staff member,
call Trish DeHond at (843)
858-0754, Megan Heid-
kamp at (803) 734-2210 or go
to agriculture.sc.gov and Clle
on “Farm Aid.”

In addition, South Carolina
Farm Bureau announced the
South Carolina Disaster Re-
covery team will be holding
informational - sessions for
CDBG fundmg for housing
needs. This is an opportumty
for farmers not only to address
the Gov. Nikki Haley’s disas-
ter recovery plan, but also to
identify the needs on fanns
that may notbe
with the reliéf the State has to

offer. _J
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