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Leadership postraises
Haley's national profile
Haleyand McMaster
reportedly candidates
for Cabinet posts in
Trump administration
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT
AND CASSIECOPE
bmarchant@thestate.com,
ccope@thestate.com
S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley and

Lt.Gov.Henry McMasterare
contendersfor positions in
President­electDonald
Trump'sCabinet.
Trump'stransition team

approachedMcMaster, a
former S.C.attorney general,
aboutpossiblybeing U.S.
attorneygeneral."I've been
asked ifIwould beinterest­
ed,"saidMcMaster, the first
statewide elected official

nationallytoendorse Trump.
Inaddition,members of

Trump'spresidential transi­
tion teamhavediscussed
Haley asapotentialsecretary
of stateandfor at least one
otherposition, McMaster
said, decliningto namethat
post. "Hername hasbeen
mentioned,"McMaster said,
adding, "Thedepths ofcon­
siderationfor the various
names that havebeenmen­

tionedfor variousthings, I
couldn't tell you."
MSNBC'sJoeScarborough

tweetedWednesdaythatHa­
ley,asecond­termgovernor,
reportedlyisbeingconsidered
bytheTrumptransitionteam
forsecretaryofstate.
McClatchyreported

Wednesday nightthat Haley
is meetingThursdaywith
Trump inNewYork.

Othernamesbeingfloated
forthenation'schiefdiplomat
include:formerHouseSpeak­
erNewtGingrich,formerNew
YorkCityMayorRudyGiulia­
niandformerU.N.ambassa­
dorJohnBolton.
The choice ofHaley would

besurprising.
Sheopposed Trumpduring
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the GOP'sprimary season,
endorsing firstU.S. Sen.
Marco Rubioof Florida
and, after Rubiodropped
out, U.S. Sen.TedCruz of
Texas, the last Trump
challenger.
Trump andHaley have

clashedon Twitter,where
Trump saidSouthCar­
olinians were embarrassed
bythe governor. Haley

responded dismissively,
"Blessyour heart."
As agovernor, Haley

haslimitedforeign policy
experienceotherthan
trips abroad ­toCanada,
England,France,Germa­
ny, Indiaand Japan ­for
businessrecruitment.
Also, shewas elected vice
chair of theRepublican
GovernorsAssociation on
Wednesday andis expect­

ed tobecome chairman of
that group in2018.
The governor'soffice

declined tocomment
Wednesday onthe spec­
ulation.
McMaster, meanwhile,

previously hassaidhe
plannedto runfor the
GOP nominationfor gov­
ernor in2018, whenHa­
ley'ssecond termends.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 11/17/2016

Leadership postraises Haley's national profile
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT AND CASSIECOPE bmarchant@thestate.com, ccope@thestate.com

89.9 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-11-17_3006.pdf

County: Richland



Lt.Gov. Henry McMaster

JOHNRAOUX Associated Press

Wisconsin Gov. Scott WalkermakescommentsasSouth Carolina Gov. NikkiHaleylistensduring a plenarysessionat theRepublican
Governors Association annual conferenceTuesday in Orlando, Fla.
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S.C. governorelectedvicechair
ofRepublican governorsgroup
BY CASSIECOPE
ccope@thestate.com
S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley'sna­

tional profilegotaboost
Wednesday asshe waselected
vicechair of theRepublican
GovernorsAssociation.
Typically, vicechairsbecome

the leaderofthe association the
following year.For Haley,that
means shewould chair the
GOP governors group in2018,
her finalyear as S.C. governor.
"Republicangovernors are

making adifference, delivering
results tothe peopleof their
states, andour record­breaking
majority shows that theRGA
knowswhat it takes toelect
effectiveleaders,"Haley saidin
a newsrelease.
The electionelevates Haley's

nationalstature,political obser­
vers say.
"It upsher nationalprofile,"

saidpoliticalconsultant Katon
Dawson,aformerS.C. GOP
chairman.
Winthrop University political

scientist ScottHuffmonagreed.
"It would furthersignalher
moveonto anationalstage."
Inher second­termas S.C.

governor,Haley has made
plenty of nationalheadlines­
for herhandling of the Ema­
nuelNine churchshooting,
Confederateflag­furling con­
troversy andflooding in2015
and, most recently, forthis
year'sHurricane Matthew.
As governor,Haley has built

relationshipswith current and
former GOPgovernors, in­
cluding early Republicanpresi­
dential contenders­former
Fla. Gov.Jeb Bush;New Jersey
Gov.Chris Christie, aformer
RGA chair; formerLouisiana
Gov.BobbyJindal, a former
RGA chair; formerTexas Gov.
Rick Perry, aformerRGA chair;
and WisconsinGov.Scott
Walker, whowas elected RGA
chair Wednesday.
Haley also hascampaigned

actively forRepublicans outside
South Carolina,including
stumpingfor WalkerinWis­
consin, N.C. Gov.Pat McCrory
and IndianaGov.Mike Pence,
nowthe vicepresident­elect.

Haley's out­of­state contacts
also yielded almost$4 million
for her2014 re­electionbid.
A RGA leadershippost dem­
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''ITWOULDFURTHER
SIGNALHERMOVE
ONTO ANATIONAL
STAGE.

Scott Huffmon, Winthrop
politicalscientist
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onstratesHaley is national
figure, notjust aregional
conservative, Huffmon
said.
Haley alreadyis ana­

tional celebrity, Dawson
said, addingatop post
with the RGA"takes it to
the nextlevel."
Former S.C. Govs.Car­

roll Campbell, David
Beasley andMark Sanford
were allchairsof the RGA,
servingas fundraisersand
cheerleaders forother
GOP governors.
A leadershipposition

also setsupHaley for her
post­governor life, Daw­
sonsaid, addingHaley
couldserve oncorporate
boardsbecauseof her

government experience
andnational contacts.
Raising her profilecould

help Haley ifshecontin­
ues ontoanother elected
position orgoes into the
privatesector, Huffmon
said.National namerec­
ognition couldhelp her
extendher donorbaseor
contactsfor the private
sector.
Thisweek's gathering of

GOP governors tookona
different toneafter the
Nov. 8 electionofPresi­
dent­elect DonaldTrump.
HadRepublican nominee
Trump lost,the GOP gov­
ernors wouldhave been
sizing eachother uptorun

for presidentin2020.
Now,those ambitions

havebeen puton hold
and, instead,the Repub­
lican governors were
joined byVicePresident­
electPence.
"Gov. Haley isstilla

rising starinthe national
Republican Party,"said
S.C. GOP chairman Matt
Moore.
"She's suchaunique

voiceinthe nationalpar­
ty,"Moore said,adding,
"The governors arevery
smart toput herinalead­
ershipposition."
Moorenoted Haley

spent alot oftime onthe
roadlast year, helping
electother GOPgover­

nors. Leadershippositions
inthe RGA areareward
for that hard work,he
said, addingheanticipates
Haley nowwill increase
her presenceinthenation­
al media.
Haley will have"plenty

of opportunityif sheso
desires" innationalpoli­
tics,Moore said.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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