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2016BuzzardshonorSC's best,worst
BY CASSIECOPE
ccope@thestate.com

With2016 drawing toaclose,
it is timetoreflect onsomeof
the best–and worst–that hap­
pened this yearinS.C. politics.

MOST #SAVAGE POLITICAL
MOVE
Winner:Lt. Gov.Henry

McMaster tobecomegovernor.
SouthCarolina's McMaster

was thefirststatewide elected
official inthe nationtoendorse
then­GOPpresidential candi­
dateDonald Trump.McMaster
stood byTrump throughoutthe
primaries and, inJuly,delivered
oneof thenominating speeches
for Trumpat the GOP conven­
tion. AfterTrump waselected
president andCabinetrumors
started toswirl, McMastersaid
Gov.NikkiHaley'sname had
been mentionedfor thesecre­
taryof state's positionandhis
for U.S. attorneygeneral.But
McMaster, wholost theGOP

primary for governor toHaley in
2010, maintained hewascon­
tent staying inSouthCarolina.
Ultimately, Trumpnominated
Haley tobeU.S. ambassador to
the United Nations,clearing
McMaster's path tothe gover­
nor's mansion.
Runner­up:Gov.Haley's

targeting–albeit failed –ofstate
senators inthe JuneGOPpri­
maries.
Haley targeted three state

Senateleaders intheir GOP
primaries asapoliticalgroup
with tiestothe governor spent
morethan $500,000trying to
reshape the Legislature'supper
chamber.Haley successfully
ousted longtimestate Sen.Wes
Hayes, R­York,who wasbea­
tenby WesClimer,aRock
Hillfinancial adviserand form­
er YorkCountyGOP chairman.
Buttwo ofHaley's othertar­

gets–Senate PresidentPro
Tempore HughLeatherman,
R­Florence,and now­Senate
Judiciary Committee chairman
LukeRankin, R­Horry–suc­
cessfully fendedoff challen­
gers.
BEST EMAILTO GOV. HALEY
DURING THE CONFEDERATE
FLAG DEBATE
InJuly, Haley releasedemails

shereceived a yearearlier from
those calling for theConfeder­
ate flagtobe removedfrom the
StateHouse groundsand those
who wantedto leaveit up.
Therewere thousandsof

emailsbut The Buzz picked two
favorites.
Winner:The grandmother

council'soffer.
ElizabethfromWaco, Texas,

suggestedHaley appoint acom­
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mittee ofwomen over 60
who are"grandmothers,
quilters, seamstresses or
creative fabricartists."The
group would pondertwo
"21stcentury flag" designs
that S.C. residentscould
voteon, shesaid.
"This'grandmothercoun­

cil'(anideaderivedfromthe
Iroquoisculture)approachto
makingtheworldsaferfor
andkindertoourgrand­
childrenandtheirdescend­
antsisanappropriatechoice
atseverallevels,"shewrote.
"Whowouldcriticizesucha
gathering,foronething?
Andwhocouldcriticizethe
votershavingthefinalsay?"
Runnerup: The revered

flagpole.
Mike,from Lexington,

simply wanted theflagpole.
"Iwould like torequest

that when the flagis re­
moved fromthe State
House grounds, Iwould like
toobtainthe flagpole,"he
wroteto thegovernor.
"Thisisnotajoke,"he

added."Idonotknowwhat
theplansareforit,butIfeel
asthoughitshouldbetreat­
edwithreverence.I'llre­
moveittomyhomeinLex­
ingtonwheretheAmerican
flagwouldthenflyfromit."

MOST RIDICULOUS BILLS
... THAT WENTNOWHERE
Winner:State Rep.Mike

Pitts' journalistregistry.

Pitts proposedestablish­
inga"responsiblejournal­
ismregistry"to make,he
said, apointaboutgun
control effortsthat he
viewed as restrictingthe
SecondAmendment.
Pitts'bill wouldhave

established requirements
for journalistsand included
registration fees, andset­
ting fines andcriminal
penalties for violations.
A personseeking toregis­

terwith thestate asajour­
nalistwould havetosubmit
acriminal recordback­
groundcheckand "anaffi­
davitfromthe media outlet
attestingtothe applicant's
journalistic competence."

BillRogers,executive
directoroftheS.C.Press
Association,respondedthe
proposedregistrywas"ridic­
ulousandtotallyunconstitu­
tional."(Fortherecord,The
Statenewspaperisamember
ofthePressAssociation.)
Firstrunner­up: State

Rep.Mia McLeod'sViagra
bill.
McLeodintroduced a

proposal tomake it more
difficultfor mentoget
prescriptionsfor erectile
dysfunctionmedication.
The proposal wasintended
asacritiqueof effortsby
theLegislature's GOP ma­
joritytorestrict women's
accessto abortion.
Thelegislation'srequire­
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mentsincludedasworn
affidavitfromasexualpart­
nerdetailinganincidentof
erectiledysfunctioninthe
previous90days,anda
cardiacstresstestandreport
indicatingthepatient'sheart
couldhandlesex.Menalso
wouldhavetowait24hours
aftergettingaprescriptionto
getthedrugs,justaswomen
seekinganabortionmust
receiveinformationandwait
24hourstohavetheproce­
dure.
"Thisbillreallyisn'tabout

erectiledysfunction,butitis
aboutgenderequity,"McLe­
odsaid."Governmenthas
noplacemakingdecisions
forwomenormenwhenit
comestoabortionorerectile
dysfunction."

McLeodsubsequently
waselected tothe state
Senate.
Secondrunner­up:

Bathroom billsflushed.
AfterNorthCarolina

passeditscontroversial
HouseBill 2, stateSen.Lee

Bright, R­Spartanburg,
introduced a similarpropos­
al toban transgender peo­
ple from usingthe bath­
rooms of their choiceinthe
Palmetto State.The bill
faced oppositionfromactiv­
ists forLGBT rightsand
Gov.Haley, whocalled it
unneeded, and, ultimately,
died. A localbathroom
proposal also emerged in
Berkeley County, the new
homeof Volvo.Commerce
Secretary Bobby Hittand

state schoolsSuperintend­
ent MollySpearmanurged
the issuebedecided at the
local level.Ultimately, it
was defeated, too.

MOST UNREALISTIC
CAMPAIGN PROMISE
Winner: U.S. Rep.Mark

Sanford'sunsuccessful
Democratic challenger
Dimitri Cherny saidit was
time "westarted colonizing
otherplanets."
Cherny saidhumankind

needs abackup planshould
scientists onedaydiscover
an object barrelingtoward
Earth, bringing annihilation
with it.
Theformerlong­haul

truckdriveranddie­hard
BernieSandersfanlisted

"FindingPlanet'B'"onhis
campaignwebsiteamong
eightpiecesoflegislation
thathewouldpushifelected
inthecoastal1stDistrict.
Sanford easily wasre­

elected.
Runner­up:President­

electTrump'sgreatbig
beautifulMexico­U.S.wall,
tobepaidforbyMexico,and
unsuccessfulDemocratic
candidate'sHillaryClin­
ton'scallforfreecollege.
Since Trump won, we'll

see ifthe wall everis built
and, if so,how it isfi­
nanced.
(Maybeit will justbe a

fence?)

Cassie Cope:803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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16 eventswe were talkingabout in 2016
It'sbeen abusyyear, with

muchto talkabout.
Apresidential election. A

new Universityof SouthCar­
olinafootball coach. Ahurri­

cane.And more.
Here,we've roundedup 16 of

the mosttalked about stories of
the year–some serious,some
offbeat.

PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS
Theevent:SouthCarolina'sfirst­in­
the­Southpresidential primaries have

longbeen viewed as a
crucialbenchmark for
nomineesof bothmajor
parties.The GOP pri­
maryhas anear­sterling
recordof pickingthe
eventual GOPnominee,
inpart becauseofits
broad and diverseRe­
publicanelectorate.

Theresult:The PalmettoState re­
claimeditsrole this year asaRepub­
lican kingmaker,givingwild­cardcan­
didate DonaldTrump acrucialprimary
victory inFebruary, alongwith eventual
DemocraticnomineeHillary Clinton.
SouthCarolinians thenstuck with
Trump throughhis myriadof political
stumbles,all theway toNovember.
Trump handilydefeated Clintonto
claim SouthCarolina'snine electoral
votes.

HALEY NOMINATED
AS U.N. AMBASSADOR
Theevent:S.C. Gov.NikkiHaley was
nofan of DonaldTrumpduring presi­
dential primary season, givingheren­
dorsement toRepublican candidate
Sen.Marco Rubioof Florida. Herearly
criticismsof Trumpprompted himto
fire back.But it wasall water under the
bridgeafter the election,as rumorsflew
that Haley was acontenderfor Secre­
taryof State.The president­electeven­

tuallyannounced heras hisnominee
for United Nations ambassador.
Theresult:Haleywillhavetogothrough
theconfirmationprocesswiththeU.S.
Senate.Ifsheisconfirmed,S.C.Lt.Gov.
HenryMcMasterwillrisetothegover­
nor'sspot.Thathasleftconfusionabout
whetherPresidentProTemporeHugh
Leathermanwillrisetolieutenantgover­
nororifhewillresignandletanother
senatortakehisplace.Somealsoargue
thatMcMastercanappointwhohe
wants,andastatesenatorhasaskedthe
SupremeCourttoclarify.

HURRICANEMATTHEW HITSS.C.
Theevent:HurricaneMatthew sent
coastal residentsfleeing asit ap­
proached South Carolina,leavingmany
areas ofthe coast shutdownwhen it
blastedthe stateinearly October.
Theresult:Matthew wreckedpool
decks,knockeddown afew houses,
broke atleast 25dams and eroded
beaches, overwashingnearly 60 per­
cent of thesand dunes inSouthCar­
olina.Flooding fromrain­swollen rivers
swamped communities wellinland,
suchas Nichols.State lawmakersnow
are lookingfor ways topay forall or
parts ofthe $64 million tabthe state
incurred preparingfor andresponding
tothe storm.

MUSCHAMPNAMED
USC FOOTBALL COACH
Theevent:WhenSteve Spurrier re­
signed after 10 1 /2seasonsas the Game­

cocks'football coach,Will Muschamp
was notoneof the firstnamesfolks
thought ofas areplacement. However,
duringamarathon interviewsession
with SouthCarolina AthleticsDirector
RayTanner, Muschamp wonover Tan­
nerand wasnamed the University of
SouthCarolina's 34th head football
coach.
Theresult:Muschamp wonover a
skeptical fan basewith an energeticand
optimisticapproach duringthe off­
season, but hisfirstseason started
slowly.South Carolinawas 2­4at the
midpointof theseason but wonfourof
itsfinal six gamestoearnbowl eligi­

bility. The Gamecocks wontwiceas
many gamesinthe regularseason(six)
thanthey had wonduringSpurrier's
final season(three). The Gamecocks
will meetSouthernFlorida inthe Bir­
minghamBowl Thursday.

JAKEBENTLEY EMERGES
AS USC QUARTERBACK
Theevent:Four­star freshmanquarter­
back BrandonMcIlwainwas supposed
tobethe season's savior,but after
McIlwainand seniorPerryOrth each
started three ofthe firstsix gamesof
the seasonwith limitedeffectiveness,
SouthCarolina turnedto anotherfour­
starfreshman. JakeBentley, theson of
running backs coachBobbyBentley,
skipped hissenior year ofhighschool to
enroll atUSC during thesummerbut
was expectedtoredshirt this season
until hewas insertedasthe starter
against UMass.
Theresult:Bentley led the Gamecocks
tofourwinsin thefinal six gamesand
finishedthe regularseason asthe
team's leading passer.He passedfor
1,030yards, six touchdownsand two
interceptions andlooked likeoneof the
best first­yearquarterbacksinthe coun­
tryinlimitedaction. Bentleynowlooks
like afixture atthe position forthe next
twoor three seasons.

PUBLIC CORRUPTION
Theevent:Corruptiontaintedsome

ranksof countyand stateleadership. In
Richland County,then­Councilman
Kelvin Washington admitted tonot
filingfederal income taxreturnsfor
2012, 2013 and 2014 foratotal

$426,000inalleged
unreportedincome. A
month after hepleaded
guilty,S.C. Gov.Nikki
Haley removed
Washington fromCounty
Councilfor being con­
victed of "a crime in­
volving moralturpitude."
Meanwhile, the Richland

CountyRecreation Commission came
under astorm of complaintsand law­
suits allegingitsdirector,James Brown
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III, had sexuallyharassed employees,
hiredrelativesand created athreat­
ening work environment.He decidedto
retirefrom his$151,800­per­year jobin
October, justas theboard that hired
him was beingscrutinized for poor
supervisionof Brown andthe commis­
sion.
Meanwhile, StateAttorney General

AlanWilsonhad tried tostopspecial
prosecutorDavidPascoe frominvesti­

gating Wilson'sfellow Republicans in
the S.C. Legislature onpubliccorrup­
tion charges.AfterWilsonfailed tostop
Pascoe, the specialprosecutorand
SLED keptoninvestigating.
Theresult:In RichlandCounty, Wash­
ington's mother­in­law,Bernice Scott,
ranagain for the councilseat she had
held for 20yearsbefore Washington
but was defeated.Following Brown's

resignation fromthe Recreation Com­
mission, RichlandCounty statelegisla­
torsand the Haley wentafter thecom­
mission's board membersfor neglect­
ingtheir duties. Five ofthem resigned,
twowere firedbyHaley, andonlyone
board member remains.The Richland
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delegationwill recom­
mendnew members for
appointment. The full
board will eventually be
responsible for hiring
Brown'sreplacement.
And,at the statelevel,

Pascoeearlier this month
indictedatop S.C. House
Republican onmiscon­
ductinoffice charges.
Morelawmakersmay be
indicted.

DYLANN ROOF TRIAL
Theevent:InDecember,
federal jurorsin Char­
leston found Dylann Roof
guilty offederal hate
crimes resultingindeath
inthe 2015 killingsof
nine African­Americans
inaBiblestudy at Char­
leston'shistoric Emanuel
AME Church.
Theresult:The same
jurors onJan.3will begin
tohear evidenceabout
whether togivethe death
penalty or lifewithout
paroletothe 22­year­old
self­avowed white su­
premacist fromColum­
bia.Roof couldgo on
trialonstate chargesin
the crimes assoon as
next year.

DONNIEMYERS
Theevent:VeteranLex­
ingtonCounty prosecutor
DonnieMyerswas arrest­
ed inFebruaryfor his
thirdalcohol­related

trafficoffense innearly
11years,leading even
closeallies tosuggest it
was timefor him tostep
down andget help.
Theresult:Myers didn't
seekre­election after a
staterecord40yearsin
office,attributing retire­
ment tohis ageof 71
without mentioningthe
furorover his arrest.That
led toaballotshowdown
among Republicans to
becomehis successor,
with protege RickHub­
bard set totake chargein
January. Amagistrate
court juryfound Myers
guilty of DUI,leading to
a $1,017fine.

NORTH MAINREVIVAL
The event:WhenColum­
bia restaurateurKristian
Niemi announcedin
September a new restau­
rant at 2510 N. MainSt.,
he joinedagrowing
movement torevitalize
the area knownas North
Main that liesbetween
Elmwood Avenueand
the railroad trestleat
Earlewood Park. Infact,
Niemi isnaming hisres­
taurant Revival.
The result: Niemi–who
also hasopened popular
restaurants including
Gervais&Vine, Solstice
Kitchen, RossoTrattoria
and Bourbon –plansa
multiuse complexthat

will include arestaurant,
beer garden,boccecourts
and concert hall.Itwill
join otherbusinesses
announced or recently
opened inthe North
Main area.The War
Mouth restaurantopened
last year inoneof several
empty 1950sand 1960s
industrial buildings clus­
tered onFranklin Street
inCottontown, justoff
North Main.And the
Cotton Town Brew Lab–
two plannedcraftbeer
breweries andasuper­
sized tasting room –is
being builtinaformer
garage complex just
down the street.Those
two businessesjoined
vegan restaurant Lamb's
Bread, the wineandcraft
beer retailerVinoGa­
rage, NorthMainBakery
and others.

COSTCO OPENS
The event:The clamor
for a Costcostorein
Columbia stretches back
for years but seemedto
grow strongerinrecent
years ascard­holding
membersincreasingly
expressed frustration
with thedriveto nearby
Augusta,Georgia toreap
theprivileges ofmember­
ship. Aftersomebumps
intheroads onitsplans
in2015, thestore was
finally built.

Theresult:Customers
turnedout indroves
when Costcoopened its
doorsin thesummerat
507 PineyGroveRoad,
jammingthe spacious,
148,000­square­feet
warehouse storefirstina
members­onlypreview
partydaysbefore the
grand opening.Whenthe
store–known for itsbulk
merchandisepackaging,
attentive customer ser­
viceanddiscounted
pricesto members–ini­
tiallyopened itsdoors
morethan350 members
streamedinandmore
than7,000 new member­
ships werepresold, store
officialssaid.Localde­
velopershavespeculated
that Costcocouldopen
anotherstore inbustling
NortheastRichland.

CLEMSON HEADS
BACK TO THE
PLAYOFFS
Theevent:Clemsonwon
back­to­back ACCtitles
forthe firsttime in28
yearson itswaytoits
secondconsecutiveap­
pearance intheCollege
FootballPlayoff. Quarter­
backDeshaun Watson
led theway for theTigers
with 4,443 totalyards
and43 totaltouchdowns
andwas named aHeis­
manfinalist forthe sec­
ondconsecutive season.
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Theresult:The Tigers
willface OhioState Dec.
31inPhoenix;awin
wouldsend Clemson
backtothe nationaltitle
gamefor thesecond year
inarow. If Clemson
beatsthe Buckeyesit will
facethe winner of Alaba­
ma andWashington on
Jan.9inTampa. Clem­
sonis trying towinits
firstnationalchampion­
ship since 1981.

FIREFLIES PLAYBALL
Theevent:The Colum­
biaFireflies minorleague
baseball teammade its
long­awaited debut inthe
sparkling new Spirit
Communications Park,
the anchorof the future
BullStreetCommons
district.
Theresult:Hundreds of
thousandsof fans
watched theFireflies
play, settingarecordfor
professional baseball in
the CapitalCitywith
morethan 181,000 in
attendancethroughout
the inaugural season.The
ballpark wasnamed the
nation's bestby "Base­
ballDigest"and was
chosen tohost the 2017
SouthAtlantic All­Star
game.And something
else tolook forwardtoin
2017: RecentMetssignee
Tim Tebowlikely could
see someplaying timein
Columbia.

NO NCAA BID
FORUSC MEN
Theevent:SouthCar­
olinahad oneof thebest
regularseasons inits
historyin 2015­16, soar­

ingtoa15­0start and the
firstTop 25ranking ina
dozen years,and thefirst
NCAA tournamentberth
since 2004 seemedim­
minent. ButSelection
Sunday came andwent
without the Gamecocks
being summoned, a24­8
recorddeemed not good
enough. Criticspointed
toUSC's softnonconfer­
ence scheduleas the
reason, but USC had a
betterRPI thanSyracuse,
Michigan andVanderbilt,
which each gotin.The
Gamecocks tiedVander­
bilt with an 11­7 SEC
finish,but won thehead­
to­headmatchup.
Theresult:Coach Frank
Martin loaded hissched­
ule with "name"schools
this year,includingMi­
chigan andSyracuse. The
Gamecocks stormed to
an 8­0start andagain
leaped intothe Top 25,
with an RPI andstrength
of schedule among the
country's best.The re­
turn of suspended star
Sindarius Thornwell for
SEC play couldgiveUSC
what it barely missedlast
season.

SEA LION LANDING
OPENS AT
RIVERBANKS
The event:Riverbanks
Zoo's flippered tenants
made asplash ontheir
Memorial Day weekend
debut. The foursealions
and oneharbor sealin­
habit a250,000­gallon
saltwater habitat called
Sea Lion Landing,which
is modeledtolook like
Pier 39 inSanFrancisco.
The attraction marked

the final phase ofDesti­
nation Riverbanks–the
zoo's $36­million expan­
sion anddevelopment
project.
The result: Sincethe
opening, Baja, Maverick,
P.J. andGambit have
become someof themost
popularanimals at the
zoo. Riverbankshad its
highest attendanceon
record forthe 2015­16
fiscalyear, withmore
than 1.2million visitors.

POKEMON GOCRAZE
The event:InJuly, devel­
oper Nianticreleasedits
augmented realitygame
Pokemon GO, allowing
users tosearch for and
catch the animatedcrit­
ters ontheir mobile
phone's camera feature.
The result: Streetswere
quickly filled withplayers
walking withtheir eyes
firmly gluedtothe Pi­
kachus andJigglypuffson
their phones. Forawhile,
Pokemon GO passed
Twitter inthenumber of
individual dailyusers,
and pokestopsappeared
around theColumbia
area. Nianticwas later
pressured toremove
some locationslike the
U.S.Holocaust Museum
fromthe game,but when
severalpopularpokestops
inlate Julydisappeared
fromthe S.C. State
Houseat the heightof
thecraze, it sparked
outragefrom legionsof
dedicated players,and
disrupted at least one
plannedpromotional
eventonthe StateHouse
grounds.The pokestops
returnedtothe State

Houseamonth later.

USC STUDENTS
BEHAVING BADLY
Theevent:2016 wasnot
abanneryear for student
behaviorat the Universi­
ty ofSouth Carolina.
Fraternitiesset records
for misconductviolations
despite pointedwarnings
fromUSC officials.Com­
paredwith last year,
twiceas manystudents
werehospitalized this fall
for drinkingtoomuch.
Twofreshman basketball
playerswere kickedoff
theteam after their ar­
restsonchargesrelated
toastring of BB­gun
relatedincidents.Female
USC students wokeupin
variousstatesof undress
inneighborhoods around
FivePoints oneweekend
this fall.
Theresult:USC says the
uptickinincidentsin­
dicates betterreporting
andthe successof stu­
dent accountabilityinitia­
tives. Still,the university
hasput fraternitiesona
shortleashand contin­
uedtowork with neigh­
borsto curboff­campus
studentbehavioral prob­
lems.The schooleven
gaveAthleticsDirector
RayTanneran additional
role asastudentmentor.
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Fromtopleft:Firefliesplayat SpiritCommunications Park; Election Day; Gov. Nikki Haley; Clemson beats3rdranked Louisville andheads to National Championship;USCfootball Coach
Will Muschamp;flooding inNichols from Hurricane Matthew; renderingof KristianNiemi's plannedRevival on North Main; USCquarterbackJakeBentley; Sea LionLanding atRiverbanks
Zoo;DylannRoof goes on trial inCharleston; the Pokemon GOcrazehits Columbia;retiring11th CircuitSolicitor DonnieMyerstestifies duringhistrial fordrivingunderthe influence; USC's
Greeksystemcomes underfire;USC'smen's basketball teamis snubbed by the NCAATournament;David Pascoeand AlanWilson;and Costco opens.
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Democrats
LEFT BEHIND
As Obama accomplished goals
on policy, his party floundered
Associated Press

 WASHINGTON
In boasting about his tenure in the

White House, President Barack
Obama often cites numbers such as
these: 15 million new jobs, a 4.9 per­

cent unemployment rate and 74 months of
consecutive job growth.
There's one number you will almost

never hear: More than 1,030 seats.
That's the number of spots in state legis­

latures, governor's mansions and Congress
lost by Democrats during Obama's presi­
dency.
It's a statistic that reveals an unexpected

twist of the Obama years: The leadership
of the one­time community organizer and
champion of ground­up politics was rough
on the grassroots of his own party. When
Obama exits the White House, he'll leave
behind a Democratic Party that languished
in his shadow for years and is searching
for itself.
"What's happened on the ground is that

voters have been punishing Democrats for
eight solid years ­ it's been exhausting,"
said South Carolina state Sen. Vincent
Sheheen, who lost two gubernatorial
campaigns to Nikki Haley, President­elect
Donald Trump's pick for ambassador to
the U.N. "If I was talking about a local or
state issue, voters would always lapse back
into a national topic: Barack Obama."
When Obama won the presidency, his

election was heralded as a moment of

Democratic dominance ­ the crashing
of a conservative wave that had swept the
country since the dawn of the Reagan era.
Democrats believed that the coalition

of young, minority and female voters who
swept Obama into the White House would
usher in something new: an ascendant
Democratic majority that would ensure
party gains for decades to come.
The coalition, it turns out, was Obama's

alone.
After this year's elections, Democrats

hold the governor's office and both legisla­
tive chambers in just five coastal states:
Oregon, California, Connecticut, Rhode
Island and Delaware. Republicans have
the trifecta in 25, giving them control of
a broad swath of the middle of the country.
The defeats have all but wiped out a

generation of young Democrats, leaving
the party with limited power in statehous­
es and a thin bench to challenge an ascen­
dant GOP majority eager to undo many
of the president's policies. To be sure, the
president's party almost always loses seats
in midterm elections. But, say experts,
Obama's tenure has marked the greatest
number of losses under any president in
decades.
"Obama just figured his important

actions on policies like immigration and
health care would solidify support, but
that hasn't really materialized," said Daniel
Galvin, a political science professor at

Northwestern University and the author
of a book on presidential party building.
"He's done basically the minimal amount
of party building, and it's been insufficient
to help the party."
It's a political reality that Obama has

only been willing to acknowledge
publicly after his party's devastating
November losses. He's admitted he
failed to create "a sustaining orga­
nization" around the political force
that twice elected him to office.
"That's something I would have

liked to have done more of, but it's
kind of hard to do when you're also
dealing with a whole bunch of issues
here in the White House," he said at his
year­end press conference.
It is perhaps not surprising that Obama

­ a politician who promised a post­party
era ­ turned out not to be a party stal­
wart.
Obama and his aides came into office

neither beholden to his party's establish­
ment, nor particularly interested in rein­
forcing his party's weak spots.
He electrified the 2004 Democratic

National Convention with a speech seek­
ing common cause over party differences.
Four years later, he defeated Hillary Clin­
ton, the pick of the party insiders, to win
the Democratic presidential nomination.
In the White House, Obama's failure
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to do the typical Washington schmooz­
ing was a constant source of complaint
among congressional Democrats, as was

his reluctance to endorse down­ballot
candidates and inability to parlay
Organizing for Action, his

grassroots organization,
into a significant
force.
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State's leaders
continue
to fail uson
many fronts
With all the hubbub surrounding

the transition from one national
administration to another, it's easy
to lose sight of the ongoing lack of
leadership in the South Carolina
governor's office and the General
Assembly in at least three areas of
major concern.

The sad state of
educational funding in
South Carolina is the
first of these. The
General Assembly has
significantly under­
funded per­pupil con­
tributions required by

the Education Finance Act for years,
and even with more money coming
from statewide sales tax collections,
the system's continuing reliance
upon property taxes results in an
inherent imbalance in the funding
available to poor, mostly rural
school districts.
The consequence is twofold:

Teachers make less, and poorer
school districts have huge problems
attracting qualified teachers.
The state already has difficulty

attracting enough teachers: It is
training 500 teachers a year through
its program of alternative certifica­
tion for educators because our
teacher­education programs fall that
much short of supplying teachers for
each year's vacancies.
The second area of concern is that

the state's employees are being
required to pay an increasing share
of their paychecks into the Retire­
ment System for the sixth consecutive
year. Employees' contributions will
now range from 9.2 percent to 9.7
percent of their salaries, a two­
thirds larger share than the national
average.
Virtually no one in a position of

leadership in state government on
either side of the political aisle has
addressed this issue in anything like
aresponsible way. Instead legisla­
tors and policymakers "study" the
problem, while continuing to as­
sume that state investments will
return an unrealistic 7.5 percent.
Finally, South Carolinians should

be concerned about the state's infra­
structure. My wife and I recently
drove to Denver and back on the
roads of eight different states, and
without exception we found the
roads in every one of them superior
to our own, with fewer potholes, less
rough and uneven pavement and
fewer traffic disruptions due to on­
going repairs.
The problems are clear. The status

quo has remained "quo" for too
long; leaders possessing a genuine
vision for the state's future must
emerge.

–Edwin C. Epps
Spartanburg
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BootsMcMaster to join history
ofSC StateHouseanimals
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT

bmarchant@thestate.com

Evenbefore theformal
transition is under way,
we knowoneprominent
figurethat will befollow­
ingLt.Gov. Henry
McMasterinto the S.C.
governor's office –his
bulldog Boots.
Famous fromhis ap­

pearance inthe lieutenant
governor'scampaign ads,
Boots willhavespace of
his ownat thegovernor's
office inthe StateHouse
once hisowner replaces
Gov.Nikki Haley early
next year,McMastersaid.
"He'llhavemorethana

corner,"McMastersaid."I
bringhimupherenow.Not
duringthesession,but
whenthetraffic'snot
heavy."
Bootsisalreadyenough

ofacelebritythathe'sbeen
recognizedonhisjaunts
throughthecapitolbuild­
ing.
"Tourguideswillstopfor

him,"thelieutenantgover­
norsaid."Everybodywants
toseeBootsthebulldog."
Boots willbecome the

latestinalineof famous
animal visitorstothe State
House, including:
A Pork and Barrel,two

squealingpiglets carried
into theState Houselobby
bythen­Gov. Mark San­
fordtoprotest theLegisla­
ture's spending priorities.
The stuntis blamedfor
hurting Sanford'srelation­
ship with lawmakers,who
were offended bothby the
piglets'symbolism and the

factthey defecatedonthe
StateHouse floor.
A Noel the pony,the

name foran animal ridden
upthe north stepson
Christmas Day 1990 and
abandonedthere. The
unidentifiedrider report­
edlysaidNoel was a
Christmas presentfor
GeorgeH.W. Bush. Noel,
who appearedmalnour­
ished, hadtobe takenout
through thebuilding's
main elevator,and even­
tuallyfound itsway toa
children's pettingzoo.
A Psychedelic vermin.

Inan effort toeradicate
the StateHouse pigeon
population. Officials
spread poison pellets
aroundthe grounds, but

abandonedthe effort after
the pills,likened toLSDin
a reportinThe State at the
time, were found tohavea
"bizarreeffect"on the
StateHouse squirrels.Also
unsuccessfulin gettingrid
of thebirds: plastic snakes
left onthe window sills.
Evenif Bootsbecomes a

regularfixture at the gov­
ernor'soffice, McMaster
doesn't expecthim to
become adistraction.
"Hehas burstsof ener­

gy,then he'llsleep several
times aday,"McMaster
said."Often, people will
hearhim snoring."

Bristow Marchant:
803­771­8405,
@bristowathome,
@buzzatthestate

Provided photograph

BootsMcMasterappearedin HenryMcMaster's 2014
lieutenant governor campaignvideo.
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CommonCause
urges Haleyto step
asideas governor
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT
bmarchant@thestate.com
Governmentwatchdoggroup

Common CauseofSouth Car­
olinais askingGov.Nikki Haley
tostep aside asgovernor,saying
her pendingnomination tobe­
come U.N,ambassador impedes
her abilitytodo thejob.
Inalettertothe governor

releasedThursday, Common
Causedirector JohnCrangle

notes,"The pro­
cessof vetting,
security
clearance,
confirmation,
briefing, and
training forthe
position ofU.N.
ambassador will

considerabletime and
effort onyour partat atime
when the new GeneralAssem­

SEEHALEY,5A

FROM PAGE3A

HALEY
blywill beconvening in
January2017andconsid­
eringvital issues..."
Inlightofthetimingof

Haley'snomination,Cran­
gleasksherif"itwouldbe
inthebestinterestsofthe
peopleofbothSouthCar­
olinaandtheUnitedStates
ifyouwouldtakealeaveof
absencefromyourposition
asgovernor."
"Gov.Haleyhasfound

noproblemsindoingher
dutiesasgovernorwhile
preparingforherSenate

confirmationprocess,"
Haley'sspokeswoman,
ChaneyAdams,saidThurs­
day.
Haley is expectedto

stepdown once herposi­
tion asU.N. ambassador is
approved, allowingLt.
Gov.Henry McMasterto
take over asthe state's
chief executive.
It'sunclearwhowould

thentakeoverasthestate's
lieutenantgovernor.Senate
PresidentProTempore

HughLeatherman,R­
Florence,hassaidhewill
notrisetofillthepost.He
couldresignandanother
senatorcouldbeelectedas
theSenateleaderandthen
risetolieutenantgovernor.
However, someargue

that, becauseofchanges
tothe S.C. Constitution,
McMastercould appoint
his replacement.

Marchant: 803­771­8405

''GOV. HALEYHASFOUNDNOPROBLEMS
INDOINGHERDUTIESASGOVERNOR
WHILEPREPARINGFORHERSENATE
CONFIRMATIONPROCESS."

Haleyspokeswoman Chaney Adams
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Christmas parade
helped with focus
The Cayce­West Colum­

bia Parade of Lights began
and ended with fictional
characters: Rep. Joe Wil­
son, and Santa Claus. I
was wondering where the
other fictional characters
were (Frosty the Snow­
man, Lindsey Graham,
Tim Scott and of course
Nikki Haley) when, to my
amazement, my attention
was brought back to the
real reasons for the season:
The float from Kittiwake
Baptist Church (the birth
of the baby Jesus) and Joe
Pinner (the joy and antici­
pation of the birth of Je­
sus) passed by.
Thanks to all who

worked so hard to present
a night of lights and fun.

–Tom Moore
West Columbia
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ALSO ...
ALabon,atechnicalfiberand textilemanufactur­

er,is expectedto invest$3.1 million andcreate23
jobsin OrangeburgCounty, accordingtoGov.Nikki
Haley'soffice. Basedin Shanghai,Labonspecializes
inthe research,development and manufacturing of
technicalfibers andtextiles.
AVolkswagenreached adeal that will giveat least

someowners ofthe remaining 80,000diesel vehi­
clescaught inthe company'semissionscheating
scandalthe optionof abuyback andprovide com­
pensation toallof themontop ofanyrepurchase or
repairs, U.S. regulators andafederal judge said.
AU.S.safety regulators are reviewingeight com­

plaints that the enginesintiny Smart Fortwocars
can catchfire. The investigationcovers 43,000of
the two­seatcarsfrom 2008 and 2009model years.

The Associated Press contributed.
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Housemembers request
to bedroppedfrom
SupremeCourtpetition
Speaker Jay Lucasand

GregDelleneyare
arguingtheyplayno role
in replacingMcMaster.

BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

Two S.C.Legislative
Council memberswant
nopart ofastatesen­
ator's request for theS.C.
SupremeCourt toclarify
who willbecome the
state's next lieutenant
governor.
S.C. HouseSpeakerJay

Lucas,R­Darlington, and
Rep. GregDelleney, R­
Chester, arerequesting to
beremoved as respon­
dents inaSupremeCourt
petition filed earlierthis
month bySen. TomDa­
vis. The BeaufortCounty
senator wantsaruling
that the governor cannot
appointalieutenant gov­
ernor until afterthe 2018
election.
Lucas andDelleney

arguethey play norole in
the replacement ofLt.
Gov.Henry McMaster,
who willrise tobecome
the nextgovernor if Gov.

Nikki Haley isconfirmed
ambassador totheUnited
Nations.
Meanwhile, Legislative

Council memberandS.C.
Secretary of StateMark
Hammondformally re­
sponded hewill abideby
the SupremeCourt's
decision.
The ratification lan­

guagethat lawmakers
approved after a2014
statewide referendum­
allowing thegovernor
and lieutenantgovernor
tobeelected onthe same
ticket ­omitted a2018
startingdate forthe gov­
ernor toappointanew
lieutenant governor if
that post becomesvacant,
Davis hassaid.
Thatmeans the presi­

dent protemporeof the
Senate, nowSen.Hugh
Leatherman, R­Florence,
should riseto lieutenant
governor ifMcMaster
becomes governor,Davis
says.
However, somehave

argued becausethe2018
datewas omitted,
McMastercan appointhis
replacement.
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