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Toward a More Inclusive Definition of Diversity in
the Disability Community

By Aaron Bishop, Commissioner, Administration on Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities

As Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month draws to a close, it is important
that we take time to reflect on the values embodied within the Developmental
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000. The DD Act, as it is commonly
known, ensures that people with developmental disabilities in the United States and
their families have access to services and supports that promote self-determination,
independence, and inclusion in their communities.

The nearly 5 million Americans with developmental disabilities represent a vast
diversity of backgrounds, experiences and cultures. This is why the DD Act
specifically calls for the services and supports it provides to be delivered "...in a
manner that is responsive to the beliefs, interpersonal styles, attitudes, language,
and behaviors of individuals who are receiving the services...”

To make the DD Act's vision a reality, AIDD is actively taking steps to increase the
cultural competency of our leaders, staff, and decision makers across the
developmental disability network.

Find out why cultural competency and diversity matter and what AIDD is doing to
increase diversity.

Please do not respond to this e-mail.
SUBSCRIBER SERVICES
I I

This email was sent to kester@aging.sc.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Administration for Community Living ¢ One
Massachusetts Avenue *Washington, D.C. 20001


mailto:Administration%20for%20Community%20Living%20%3Cacl@public.govdelivery.com%3E
mailto:kester@aging.sc.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzMwLjQzNjA5NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMzMC40MzYwOTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDI1NTQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://acl.gov/NewsRoom/blog/2015/2015_03_30.aspx
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzMwLjQzNjA5NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMzMC40MzYwOTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDI1NTQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://acl.gov/NewsRoom/blog/2015/2015_03_30.aspx
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzMwLjQzNjA5NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMzMC40MzYwOTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDI1NTQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&104&&&http://acl.gov/About_ACL/Contact_Us/Index.aspx
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzMwLjQzNjA5NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMzMC40MzYwOTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDI1NTQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&105&&&https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACL/subscriber/edit?preferences=true%23tab1
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzMwLjQzNjA5NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMzMC40MzYwOTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDI1NTQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&106&&&https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USACL/subscriber/one_click_unsubscribe?verification=5.1a91abca3190dfed1623058cb19bbb2b&destination=kester@aging.sc.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzMwLjQzNjA5NTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMzMC40MzYwOTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDI1NTQ2JmVtYWlsaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9a2VzdGVyQGFnaW5nLnNjLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&107&&&https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
mailto:kester@aging.sc.gov

