
From: Taylor, Richele
To: Patel, Swati <SwatiPatel@gov.sc.gov>

Date: 10/5/2016 3:21:35 PM
Subject: FYI update voter issue

Swathi – I haven’t finished researching, but here is where I am.  The Board can provide additional days and hours for 
registration with notice.  The law requires the books be closed 30 days before an election. However, it does have a 
sentence below giving some wiggle room. I am going to look for some additional interpretation on this.  I am heading 
out in a few minutes as the funeral will be packed, but then I will get back to this afterwards and get an answer today.
 
Richele
 
 
SECTION 7‑5‑140.  Additional days and hours for registration; notice of time and place.
     Boards of voter registration and elections shall remain open as provided by law and, in addition thereto, shall 
remain open and available for registration on any additional days, during such hours and at such various places 
throughout the county as the boards may determine. Such boards also shall remain open and available for absentee 
registration and absentee voting responsibilities during such additional hours as the boards may deem necessary. 
Notice of the time and place shall be given by prior publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county.
 
SECTION 7‑5‑150.  Closing registration books; registration of persons coming of age while books closed.
     The registration books shall be closed thirty days before each election, but only as to that election or any second 
race or runoff resulting from that election, and shall remain closed until the election has taken place, anything in this 
article to the contrary notwithstanding; provided, that the registration books shall be closed thirty days before the 
June primary and shall remain closed until after the second primary and shall likewise be closed thirty days before the 
November general election. They shall thereafter be opened from time to time in accordance with the provisions of 
this article. Any person eligible to register who has been discharged or separated from his service in the Armed Forces 
of the United States, and returned home too late to register at the time when registration is required, is entitled to 
register for the purpose of voting in the next ensuing election after the discharge or separation from service, up to 
5:00 p.m. on the day of the election. This application for registration must be made at the office of the board of voter 
registration and elections in the county in which the person wishes to register, and if qualified, the person must be 
issued a registration notification stating the precinct in which he is entitled to vote and a certification to the managers 
of the precinct that he is entitled to vote and should be placed on the registration rolls of the precinct. Persons who 
become of age during this period of thirty days shall be entitled to register before the closing of the books if 
otherwise qualified.
 
 
Richele K. Taylor
Chief Legal Counsel
Office of the Governor
O:  803-734-8465
C:  803-231-9763
It’s a great day in South Carolina
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