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Pediatric Critical Care
(PICU)

Robert S. Seigler, MD
Michael G. Avant, MD
Eric L. Berning, MD
Darryl R, Gwyn, MD

(864) 455-8911
(864) 455-8368 Fax

Andrew Johnson
Department Manager
(864) 454-5177

Adolescent Medicine
(864) 220-7280

Ambulatory
(864) 220-7280

Cardiology
(864) 454-5120

Child Abuse/Neglect
(864) 467-3633

Developmental-
Behavioral
(864) 454-5115

Endocrinology
(864) 454-5100

Gastroenterology
(864) 454-5125

Hematology/Oncology
(864) 455-8898

Infectious Disease
(864) 454-5130

Inpatient
(864) 455-1258

Nephrology
(864) 454-5105

Neurology
(864) 454-5110

Newborn
(864) 455-7847

Orthopaedic Surgery
(864) 455-6030

Rehabilitation
(864) 455-6840

Surgery
(864) 455-5070

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL GROUP

Department of Pediatrics
William F. Schmidt, MD, PhD, Chair

JRECEIVE

August 8, 2008

Emma Forkner, Director
SC Department of Health & Human Services

PO Box 8206 AUG 1 2 2008
Columbia, SC 29202-8206 Departmentof Heelth & Humen Svices
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Dear Ms. Forkner,

Thank you for working with us so expeditiously on the matter of Pediatric Intensivists
using anesthesia codes for our sedation services. We are planning to start using those
codes within the next couple of weeks, and as part of this preparatory process, I noticed
a stipulation in the agreement which requires Pediatric Intensivists and Pediatric
Emergency Medicine physicians to be certified in PALS. I would like to ask you to
reconsider this requirement.

PALS is designed as an entry level pediatric resuscitation course to be utilized by nurses, - ?7707
paramedics, pediatric residents and general pediatricians who do not employ PALS I\ \/P%,
knowledge and techniques on a daily basis. Due to the fact that anesthesiologists are not O\
required to obtain PALS certification, I believe that it would be appropriate to apply the L
same criteria to board eligible or board certified Pediatric Intensivists and Pediatric S o
Emergency Medicine physicians whose skills and knowledge obtained in Fellowship W

training programs far surpasses that taught in the usual PALS course.

I would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience. Please feel free to
contact me at (864) 239-8124 (pager), (864) 455-7146 (PICU), or (864) 455-8911
(office). If you would rather contact me by email, my address is RNPSeigler@
bellsouth.net. Thank you for your attention in this matter.

2

Robert S. Seigler,
Medical Director, Pediatric Critical Care

-5

Sincerely,

RSS/sig

cc: Dr. O. Marion Burton
Dr. Greta Harper

701 Grove Road * Greenville, SC 29605
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RECEIVE

August 8, 2008

Emma Forkner, Director
SC Department of Health & Human Services

PO Box 8206 AUG 1 9 2008
Columbia, 5C 29202 8206 Dpartment of Health & Human Services
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Dear Ms. Forkner,

Thank you for working with us so expeditiously on the matter of Pediatric Intensivists
using anesthesia codes for our sedation services. We are planning to start using those
codes within the next couple of weeks, and as part of this preparatory process, I noticed
a stipulation in the agreement which requires Pediatric Intensivists and Pediatric
Emergency Medicine physicians to be certified in PALS. I would like to ask you to
reconsider this requirement.

PALS is designed as an entry level pediatric resuscitation course to be utilized by nurses, = 0.7707
paramedics, pediatric residents and general pediatricians who do not employ PALS n? \(\%
knowledge and techniques on a daily basis. Due to the fact that anesthesiologists are not Oc\.\
required to obtain PALS certification, I believe that it would be appropriate to apply the Ve O
same criteria to board eligible or board certified Pediatric Intensivists and Pediatric .kc.Lu o
Emergency Medicine physicians whose skills and knowledge obtained in Fellowship W

training programs far surpasses that taught in the usual PALS course.

I would be happy to discuss this with you at your convenience. Please feel free to
contact me at (864) 239-8124 (pager), (864) 455-7146 (PICU), or (864) 455-8911
(office). If you would rather contact me by email, my address is RNPSeigler@
bellsouth.net. Thank you for your attention in this matter.
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Robert S. Seigler,
Medical Director, Pediatric Critical Care

Sincerely,
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I Brenda James - Log 90

=1 =

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

CC:

Melanie Giese

Brenda James
8/25/2008 1:32:12 pm
Log 90

Jan Polatty; ‘Nancy Rabert; Valeria Williams

Val has been working with Marion on this, but he wants to talk to a couple doctors before we submit the
agency's reply. The log was due Aug 22. We have asked for a response from Marion by COB Wednesday
the 27th and will have the letter to you by COB the 28th. This is an extension request.

Thanks-
BZ

M. Melanie "Bz" Giese, RN
Bureau Director, Health Services

SC DHHS

PO Box 8206

1801 Main Street, J-
Columbia, SC 29202
803-898-2868
803-255-8353 (fax)

1224
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State of South Caroling
Bepartment of Health o Humum Serbices

Mark Sanford Emma Forkner
Governor Director

September 4, 2008

Robert S. Seigler, M.D.

Medical Director

University Medical Group

701 Grove Road

Greenville, South Carolina 29605

Dear Dr. Seigler:

Thank you for your letter regarding Pediatric Intensivist and Pediatric Emergency Medicine
physicians being certified in Pediatric Advanced Life Support {PALS) to receive reimbursement
for anesthesia services.

The South Carolina Department of Health and Human Services’ (SCDHHS) Medical Director, Dr.
Marion Burton, has reviewed your request to remove the requirement of PALS certification for
non-anesthesiologists. Dr. Burton believes it is critical that the non-anesthesiologist physician
in charge of administering sedation has demonstrated their ability to rescue patients who have
untoward events. Since these physicians are not anesthesiologists, the requirement for
certification in PALS needs to remain a requirement to provide these services.

Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention. If you have any additional questions,
please contact Ms. Valeria Williams, Division Director of Physician Services, at (803) 898-

2660.
Sincerely,
R
Felicity Myers
Deputy Director
FM/gws

Medical Services
P.O. Box 8206 * Columbia, South Carolina 29202-8206
(803) 898-2501 « Fax (803) 255-8235
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bcec: Emma Forkner, Director
Dr. O. Marion Burton, Medical Director



