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Health disparities persist in the United States with disadvantaged groups disproportionately
bearing the burden of poor health outcomes and shortened lifespans. Policymakers at the federal
and state levels are working to develop strategies to address these disparities and promote health
equity across geographic, racial/ethnic, and socioeconomic divisions. This webinar will discuss
how state and federal policymakers can strengthen their efforts to achieve health equity by
coordinating with one another to align payment models, create new partnerships, and build
infrastructure and data systems to reduce health disparities.

Rebekah Gee and Chip Allen will describe several initiatives supporting health equity and the
federal programs they are leveraging to support efforts in Louisiana and Ohio. Cara James, from
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), will then describe federal resources
available to help states advance health equity and identify opportunities for better alignment of
federal and state activities.

This webinar is supported by The Commonwealth Fund.
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Speakers:

Rebekah Gee, Medicaid Medical Director, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Chip Allen, Director of Health Equity, Ohio Department of Health

Cara James, Director of the Office of Minority Health, CMS

Jill Rosenthal , Senior Program Director, NASHP (Moderator)

National Academy for State Health Policy

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) is an independent academy of state
health policymakers who are dedicated to helping states achieve excellence in health policy and
practice. A non-profit and non-partisan organization, NASHP provides a forum for constructive
work across branches and agencies of state government on critical health policy issues. For more

information visit www.nashp.org .
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