
Palmetto Breezeturns
intoshuttle tosafety
BY REBECCA LURYE
rlurye@islandpacket.com

HelenMasters tookalotof
phonecalls onWednesday.
From theBluffton headquar­

tersof PalmettoBreeze Transit,
sheanswered an ever­ringing
phoneto tell BeaufortCounty's
residentswhere they couldgo to
beevacuated ahead ofHurri­
caneMatthew, what shelters
they'd beheadingto, who they
couldcall tohang on totheir

dogor cat, and whatwould
happen ifthey missed thebus.
The answerswere avariation of
the same theme:"Blessyour
heart," Masterswould say.
"Don't panic. It's goingtobe
OK, baby."
Hour after hour,callerswith

noride orno placetogo learned

SEEBUSRIDE, 8A
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there weredozens ofpick­
uplocations fromLady's
Island toHilton Head;
there wasroom for thou­
sands ofpeople inshelters
fromRidgeland toHamp­
ton;kind­hearted animal
control employeeswere
takingin animalsfor the
duration ofthe storm; and
ifyou missthe bus,it'll
come around again.
Masters, alongtime

dispatcher, even talkedto
oneman whowas very,
very upsetwith Gov. Nikki
Haley,who ordered the
mandatory evacuationof
all coastalcounties on
Tuesday afternoon ahead
of thestorm, whichhas
devastated Haitiand is
expected toremainaCat­
egory2by thetime it
strikesthe Lowcountryon
Saturday.
"Oh," shesaidafter

hanging up,"he is not
happythat there is nota
BeaufortCounty shelter.
Butif I onlyhave one
person turning mein,
that's pretty good."
For Masters, and most

Palmetto Breeze employ­

ees, Wednesday wasa
first­time experienceas­
sisting an evacuation. Still,
bythe endof the day,the
fleet ofeight buses and10
vans managed toevacuate
about 100 people inneed.
Most weretakento Ridge­
land­Hardeeville High
School, which hasbeen
converted toan American
Red Crossshelter.
One driver, Tyrone

Drayton, saidit washum­
bling tohelp peoplefrom
all walksof life.
On hisrounds ofHilton

HeadonWednesday, he
evacuated Spanish­speak­
ingfamilies from Cordillo
Courts,international
workersfor the island's
touristspots,locals trying
tomake their way tofam­
ily inHampton anda
homelessman who'd
spent the pastmonth in
the hospitalwith pneumo­
nia andabroken leg.
The international con­

tingent­agroup ofFil­
ipino internsevacuating
fromHilton Head Resort
­were even moresur­
prised bythe experience.

"Where there'sahurri­
canein thePhilippines, we
don't dolikethis," said
20­year­old John Aureus,
who works atSalty Dog
Cafeand arrivedonthe
island twomonths ago.
"We stay inthehouse."
The group'sadvice to

SouthCarolinians, so
unusedtothe Category 2
conditions barrelingto­
wardus?
"Stay safe,"Aureus

said."Andpray! I have my
rosaryinmypocket."
Someone at HolyFamily

Catholic Churchmust
have had somethingsimi­
lar inmind.Eachchild
who boardedaPalmetto
Breeze evacuation van at
the PopeAvenuepick­up
spot hadbeen given a
small card with apicture
of OurLady ofGuadalupe.
One littlegirl dressed in

amermaid T­shirtabsent­
mindedly flipped thecard­
board around as they
droveto HiltonHead
Island Airport, thestaging
area forassisted evac­
uations insouthern Beau­

fortCounty.
Inthe next seat over,

her olderbrother and
sisterdraped their plush
blanket over their laps and
held tighttothe bagsthat
contained their snacks:
Halloween candy,Gold­
fishand PopTarts.
And for entertainment,

"We broughtmymom's
phone, so that hasgames
init,"10­year­old Katie
Moralessaid.
Like severalfamilies

evacuating from thesouth
end ofthe island,the
Moralesfamily doesn't
have a car.So that morn­
ing, they'd hoistedtheir
belongings offthe floor in
case of flooding,packed
bagsfor at least three days
inashelter andwentout­
side towait for the bus.

Lurye: 843­706­8155,
@IPBG_Rebecca
.......................................................

Findingshelter
Thefollowingfourshelters
have acombinedcapacity of
morethan4,000 people.
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ContacttheAmericanRed
Crossformoreinformation.

Colleton County

A ColletonCounty Middle

School,1739 Mighty Cougar
Drive,Walterboro

Hampton County

AEstillHigh andMiddle

School,1450Columbia
Highway North,Estill

AHampton Elementary

School, 505 S.HooverSt.,
Hampton

Jasper County

A Ridgeland North

Campus,250JaguarTrail,
Ridgeland
.......................................................

''OH,HEISNOTHAPPYTHATTHEREISNOTABEAUFORTCOUNTYSHELTER.
BUTIFIONLYHAVEONEPERSON
TURNINGMEIN,THAT'SPRETTYGOOD.
HelenMasters,alongtime dispatcher

REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

KatieMorales, right, takes aPalmettoBreeze bustoevacuate from
HiltonHead Island.
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REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

PalmettoBreezeTransit employees,righttoleft,Jessica Johnson, YazminWinston­Black
andLauraAtkinsonworktoanswercallsWednesday andplanevacuationassistance
fromthesystem'sBluffton headquartersaheadofHurricaneMatthew.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Weatheraffectswhethertoplay
Decision onUSC­Georgia
game willbe made later
Staff Reports

A decisionregarding Saturday
night's SouthCarolina football
game at home againstGeorgia
will bemadelater this week in
consultation with stateandlocal
officials, according toauni­
versityrelease onTuesday.
ButSouth CarolinaGov. Nikki

Haley didn't soundso confident
that the game will takeplace
without ahitch.
The governor,inanews con­

ferenceTuesday todeclarea
stateof emergencybecause of
Hurricane Matthew,said the
ultimate decision onwhether

the USC­Georgiagame happens
as scheduledisup tothe school

andthe SEC.

"It'sacompletedecision
based onthe schools,"Haley
said."As ofnow, I can'timagine
that happeningbut certainly
we're going tocontinue towatch
this. I wouldlove nothing more
thantosee this takearight­
handturn and go outtosea. As
it looks right now, we're looking
at Fridayafternoon intoSat­
urday beingpretty brutal."
The game is set for7:30 p.m.

Saturday at Williams­BriceSta­
dium.

SEEDECISION,3B

''THEUNIVERSITYOF

SOUTHCAROLINAAND
THEATHLETICS
DEPARTMENTARE
CURRENTLYMONITORING
THEMOVEMENTSOF
HURRICANEMATTHEW.WE
AREINCOMMUNICATION
WITHTHENATIONAL
WEATHERSERVICE,LOCAL
AUTHORITIESANDTHE
SECREGARDING
POTENTIALWEATHER
ISSUES."

Statement from the
UniversityofSouth Carolina
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DECISION
USCsaidearlierTues­

dayit'smonitoringthe
progressofHurricane
Matthew.
"Onceforecastscallfor

action,wewilluseall
meansnecessarytoinform
thepublic,"accordingtoa
statement.
Theupdatedforecast

trackforthehurricane
projectsapossiblebrush
withthecoastnearthe
Carolinas'borderSaturday
morning.

USC'sdowntownCo­
lumbiacampuswillclose
Wednesdayinpreparation
forHurricaneMatthew.
USCexpectsclassesto

remaincanceledtherestof
theweek,accordingtoa
newsreleasesentTuesday
afternoon.
GamecockscoachWill

MuschampsaidTuesdayat
hisnewsconference,"Our
administrationishandling
allthatthroughtheSEC
office.Allofmyenergyis

gameplanningforthe
game.Whateverhappens,
happens.I'mnottheleast
bitworriedaboutit.
"Iknowourfanswillbe

readytogoregardlessof
whattheweatheris,"he
said.
Georgiaathleticsdirec­

torGregMcGarity,when
approachedatTuesday's
practicebyareporterfrom
theAtlantaJournal­Consti­
tution,didn'tseemoverly
concerned,andsaidthe

decisionrestswithSouth
Carolinaofficials.
Healsosaidhedidn't

knowwhatacontingency
planwouldbe.
InanticipationofHurri­

caneMatthew,USC's
equestrianandvolleyball
matchesversusGeorgia,
scheduledforFriday,have
beenpostponed.
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Stormwon't affect
SC voterregistration
deadline Saturday
BY BRISTOW MARCHANT
bmarchant@thestate.com
Even ifyou're forced toevacuatefrom

your home because ofHurricane Mat­
thew, youneedtobesure youwillbe
ableto votebythe timeyouget back.
The deadline toregister tovotefor

November's electionis Saturday,and
that won'tbe changed bythe emergency
evacuation calledfor Tuesday by
Gov. Nikki Haley. Anyone livingwithin

100miles ofthe coast isbeing asked
tomove fartherinland as Hurricane
Matthew approaches.
"Citizens alongSouth Carolina's coast

need tomake sure they areregistered
now inadvanceof the approachingstorm

SEEVOTING,7A
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VOTING
andimpending deadline,"
the S.C. ElectionCommis­
sionsaid in anews release
issued aheadof theevac­
uation order.
Complicating that,voter

registration offices inmany
counties areexpected to
closeahead of Saturday's
deadline because of the
storm. Still, voters have
other ways toensurethey
are registered.
Voters can:
ARegisteronlineat

SCVotes.orgbeforemidnight
onSaturday;thisrequiresa
S.C.driver'slicenseorDe­
partmentofMotorVehicles­
issuedIDcard
ARegister using theMy

SCVotesmobile app, avail­
able in theApple and Goo­
glePlay stores; this also
requiresaSC driver's li­
censeor DMV IDcard.

ADownload a voter regis­

tration formfrom
SCVotes.org.Complete and
return theform toyour
countyvoter registration
andelections office either
bymail ­ postmarked by
Saturday, or byfax or email
attachment­receivedby
Saturday.
ARegister in person at

yourcounty voter regis­
tration andelections office
ifit is still open.
You mustregister by

Saturday ifyou are not
currentlyregistered inyour
countyof residence, have
movedfrom another state
or have movedtoadiffer­
entcounty within South
Carolina.

Bristow Marchant:
803­771­8405,
@BristowatHome,
@BuzzAtTheState
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HURRICANEMATTHEW ANDSOUTH CAROLINA
SCHOOLS CLOSED:Gov.Nikki

Haley ordered schools in25
counties,including Richland and
Lexington,toclose starting
Wednesday.The Universityof
South Carolina'sColumbia cam­
pusalsois closedWednesday
andexpects to be closedThurs­
day and Friday.
PRICEGOUGING: Attorney

GeneralAlan Wilsonsaid South

Carolina'sprice­gougingstatute
isin effect.While many South
Carolinians will assisteach other
if Hurricane Matthew impacts
thestate,"Wemay alsosee
some lookingtounfairly take
advantage of thesituation
through price gougingof food,
gasoline,lodging, water" and
othergoods andservices,Wil­
sonsaid.Theprice­gouging law,
in effectfor thenext15 days,
prohibits"unconscionable"

pricesduring timesof disaster,
according toanewsrelease
fromWilson'soffice. Violators
canbe fined $1,000and/or jailed
for 30 days.
FILL UPWITHGAS: If the

hurricane approachesSouth

SEESC,7A

ONLINE

Check thestate.comon Wednesdayfor

the latest informationabout Hurricane
Matthew andits impacton South
Carolina. Youcan also signupfor
mobile alerts atthestate.com/mobile.

MOREINSIDE

Matthew slams Haiti, movestoward the
Bahamas,4A
Prep footballgames postponed; fateof
USC­Georgiagametobe determined
laterthisweek,1B
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SC
Carolina,Haley urgedall
motoriststofill upwith
gas.
USC­GEORGIAFOOT­

BALL:USCofficialsare
monitoring Hurricane
Matthewin regardtothe
USC­Georgia game,
scheduledfor7:30 p.m.

Saturday,andwill make a
determination"oncefore­
castscallfor action."
NO HIGH SCHOOL

FOOTBALL:Allhigh
school footballgames
scheduledfor thisweek in
Richlandand Lexington
countieshavebeen post­
poned. Somegames
might bemadeup Mon­
day.
SWIMMING POST­

PONED:The SouthCar­
olina stateswimming
championshipshavebeen
pushed backaweek to

Oct. 14­15.
LANEREVERSALS:If

state officialsdecideto
reverselanesaround
SouthCarolina, thenall
lanes of I­26 will bere­
versedfromtheinter­
changeof I­26 andI­526
in Charlestontothe I­26
crossoverto I­77 inLex­
ingtonCounty.The lane

reversalscouldbeginat
3 p.m.Wednesday.For

details aboutall South
Carolina lanereversals,
visitthestate.com.
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

CLOSED:Several local
governments haveclosed
theiroffices through
Friday. They include the
citiesof Columbia and
WestColumbia,Lexington
County and Richland
County.
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MIC SMITH Associated Press

GayleBrown fillsuphercarafterwaiting inline Tuesdayat agasstation inMountPleasant. Brownsaid she experiencednightmare traffic while
evacuatingfromHurricaneFloydin1999.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

SC bracesas storm
moves toward coast
Matthewmost
powerful storm
to threaten
Southeast
coast in years
BY SAMMYFRETWELL, JAMIE SELF
AND CASSIE COPE
sfretwell@thestate.com.
jself@thestate.com,ccope@thestate.com

COASTALRESIDENTSSCRAMBLING TRAFFIC COULDBE SNARLED SCHOOLS,GOVERNMENT OFFICES CLOSE

Unless thestormchanges course, State officialsplan to reverse laneson Midlands schools andgovernment
Gov.Nikki Haleywill order evacua­ Interstate26 from Charlestonto I­77 offices willclose for the

tionsof coastalcommunities in Columbia on Wednesday afternoon remainderof theweek
SouthCarolina bracedTues­

day for the onslaught ofHurri­
caneMatthew, a powerful
storm that someforecasters
saidcouldbeas dangerousas
any the SouthAtlantic coast
hasseen inyears.
Gov. Nikki Haley declared a

stateof emergencyand told
people alongthe coasttopre­

pare toevacuate asMatthew
picked upsteam andblustered
toward Florida, Georgiaand
the Carolinas.More than1
million people couldbeevac­
uated fromSouthCarolina's
coast fromthe MyrtleBeach
area toCharlestonand Hilton
HeadIsland.
Tomake evacuations easier,

stateofficials planned tore­
verse lanes onInterstate 26
nearCharleston around mid­
afternoon Wednesday. Lane
reversals also wereplanned on
S.C. 544 andS.C. 22near
Myrtle Beach,U.S. 21 near
Beaufortand U.S. 278near
Hilton HeadIsland.
Schools fromthe coastto

Lexington,more than150
milesinland, wereordered
closed andmajor reliefagen­
ciesprepared toprovide food
andsupplies should the hurri­
caneblast South Carolina.
Officials alsomade prep­
arations toopen shelters

SEESTORM, 7A
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STORM
across easternSouthCar­
olinafor those fleeing the
coast. Residentscon­
cernedabout the storm
descended ongrocery
stores, stockingup on
supplies suchas bottled
water andbread.
Officials at theUni­

versityof SouthCarolina
said the schoolwill close
Wednesday and, maybe,

the restofthe week.They
were discussing howthe
storm mightaffect plans
for Saturday night's foot­
ballgamebetween the
Gamecocks andthe Uni­
versityof Georgia.
Greenville County,in

the Upstate, is sending235
regularschool busesand
108 specialneeds school
buses tohelp move resi­

dents outof Charleston
ahead ofthe storm,The
Greenville Newsreported.
"Iknow thefirstthought

is well, maybe,this storm
will shift,''Haley said
duringanewsconference
Tuesday. "Ihope that too,
but youdon't wanttoget
caught inthis.''
Haley said the possibil­

ity of extensivecoastal

flooding andhigh winds
means "thisis notsome­
thingthat we wanttoplay
with. ...If youdon't get
outin time,you mightget
stuck."
Haley urged residents

evacuatingcoastal com­
munitiesto get atleast
100 milesaway fromthe
coast andmake suretofill
upongasoline. The evac­
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uation is tobegin at3p.m.
Wednesday forBeaufort,
Jasper,Colleton, Char­
leston,Dorchester, Berke­
ley, Horry andGeorge­
town counties.
Despitethecaution,state

officialssaidtheywillre­
evaluatethestormand
evacuationplansWednes­
daymorning.Haleyand
stateofficialswillholda
newsconferenceat9a.m.
Wednesday.
Tuesday's evacuation

planswere announced on
the one­year anniversary
of amajorstorm and flood
that hit SouthCarolina's
Lowcountry andColumbia
with extensive rainfall.
That systemcaused bil­
lions ofdollars indamage
and killed ninepeople.
HurricaneMatthew,

carrying windsof upto
140 mph,was takinga
path reminiscentofHurri­
cane Floyd, which
swamped the statein
1999. Floydmoved upthe
Florida coast,ran off the
shore of SouthCarolina
and hit NorthCarolina,
dumping massive rainfall.
Rain­swollen rivers then
flooded eastern South
Carolina, including areas
west ofMyrtle Beachnear

Conway andLongs.
Incontrast,Hurricane

Hugo–theworststormfelt
inSouthCarolinainthe
pasthalfcentury–tooka
directbeadonthestate,
smackingCharlestonand
thenortherncoast,before
roaringthroughColumbia
toCharlotte.
"Matthewcouldbeone

oftheworststormswe've
seeninSouthCarolinain
years,"NationalWeather
ServicemeteorologistMi­
chaelStrozsaidTuesday.
"Thereispotentialfor
majorimpactsacrossthe
area.It'sbeenquiteawhile
sinceSouthCarolinahas
seenamajorhurricane."
Beforemoving toward

the southeast coast,Hurri­
cane Matthewtore
through Haiti, smacking
the poorisland nation with
massive winds andflood­
ing.
The storm was ontrack

torun alongthe South
Carolina coastand make
landfillin southeastern
NorthCarolina about2
p.m.Saturday, according
toalateafternoon forecast
fromthe National Hurri­
caneCenter.
Earlierinthe day, fore­

casts calledfor Matthewto

target SouthCarolina.But
even ifMatthew doesnot
hit SouthCarolina directly,
the storm stands todo
considerable damage
alongthe beaches.
"It'sstill adangerous

situation,'' National
WeatherService forecaster
Tina Morrisonsaid.
Hurricaneforcewinds

andheavyrainareexpect­
ed.Charlestoncouldget
morethan10inchesofrain
bySaturdaynightalong
withhurricaneforcewinds,
whichbeginat74mph.
MyrtleBeachcouldseethe
sameconditions,withmore
than7inchesfromThurs­
daynightuntilSaturday
evening,accordingtothe
NationalWeatherService.
Impacts also wereex­

pectedinthe Columbia
area.Wind gustsof 30 to
40mphcould occurinthe
Midlandsand upto5inch­
es ofraincouldfall on
OrangeburgCounty, Mor­
rison said. Ifthe hurricane
stays onits Tuesday
course, it couldbeacate­
gory 2or 3 hurricane by
the weekend withstorm
surges offive toseven
feet, Haley said.
Interstate26 eastbound

will bereversed startingat

3p.m., with trafficheading
away fromthe coast until
theintersection ofI­26
andI­77 inColumbia, said
DerrecBeckerwith the
S.C.Emergency Manage­
mentDivision.
Thatmeanscommuters

inColumbiawill notbe
abletotravel I­26 east­
boundout ofColumbia.
However,interstates will
be functioningnormally
northwest ofColumbia,
Becker said.
Haleysaidemergency

officialshavemetannually
toplanforhurricanes,tak­
ingintoaccountthegrowth
inpopulationinthestate
andthe1999debaclewhen
commutersfleeingthe
Lowcountrywerestuckin
trafficforhours.
Haleycalled onMid­

landsresidents tounder­
stand that traffic willsnarl
as coastal­arearesidents
head inland. Haley said
there will be3,700 law
enforcement officersand
more S.C. NationalGuard
members onthe roadto
assist withthe evacuation.

The IslandPacket
contributedto thisstory.
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MATT WALSH

Emergencyworkersmonitor HurricaneMatthew atSouthCarolinaStateEmergency
Operations CenterinColumbiaonTuesday.
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Emergencyofficials: For
best results, leaveahead
of ordered evacuations
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU
sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com
BeaufortCounty residents

should leavenowfor the most
flexibility ahead ofordered
evacuations for Hurricane Mat­
thew, county emergency offi­
cialssaid Tuesday.

For those who choosenot to
evacuate, take proper caution
andyou're onyour own, they
added. Coastal schools willbe
closed for theremainder ofthe
weekand communities along

the coastwill begin evacuating
Wednesday, Gov. Nikki Haley
said.
Once evacuations begin,driv­

ers will have togo wherelaw
enforcement directs them,

BeaufortCounty officials cau­
tioned.
Those skeptical of leaving

should bewillingtolive without
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water and power,saidLt.
Col. Neil Baxley,Beaufort
CountyEmergency Man­
agement commander.
"Prepare toendure or

get out ofthe wayof this
majorhurricane,"said
Baxley,who
recommended the
BeaufortCounty
Emergency Management
phoneapplication for
updatesand evacuation
routes.
Hurricane Matthew

presents the biggest threat
tothe areasince Hurri­
caneFloyd in1999, Bax­
ley andBeaufort County
SheriffP.J. Tannersaid.
There were trafficdelays
duringthat evacuation,
andthe population has
grown considerablysince
then, Baxley noted.
Tannernoted the size of

the hurricane ­likening
the storm toFloydand
Hurricane Hugo­with
the breadth ofTexas.
Officials saidthose who

insist onstaying shouldfill
their tubswith water tobe
abletoflush toilets,and
fill pots,pansand empty

containers with drinking
water. A generator and
gasoline areanecessity,
andresidents shouldbe
readytolose their roofs
and todeal withflying
debris, theysaid.

HAVEAPLAN
Baxley saidthat during

hurricane­force winds,911
callswould belogged but
that firstresponders might
behunkered down and
unable toreach people
until after thestorm.
Everyone shouldhave a

plan.Residents might
believetheir home is out
of reach ofastorm surge
but should alsoconsider
surrounding roadsand
other low­lying areasthat
couldaffect travel, Baxley
said.
Residents unable to

evacuate willbetrans­
ferredtohurricane shel­
tersinothercounties
using PalmettoBreeze
buses.
Duringthe evacuation,

onelane will bereversed
leaving Hilton HeadIs­
land, fromCross Island

Expressway toMoss
Creek,Baxley said.
Countyofficials urged

residentsto secureimpor­
tant documentslike
deeds, medical records
and insurancedocuments.
Looseyard equipment
should besecuredso asto
not becomeaprojectile.
Boarding upwindows is

a personalpreference, but
homeowners should check
with their insurance carri­
ers,officials said.
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JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

LarryDavidson,left, andsonNickDavidsonprepare toremove their
dinghyfromBeaufort'sDowntownMarinaonTuesday.
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S.C.coastcalled to
evacuate for hurricane
Meteorologists are warningresidentsalong the SouthCarolina

coasttoevacuatein preparationforHurricaneMatthew asit
makesits wayup theEast Coastlaterthis week.

BYMANDY MATNEY
ANDERIN HEFFERNAN
mmatney@islandpacket.com
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Gov. NikkiHaley declared a

stateof emergencyTuesday and
calledfor an evacuation for all
coastalcommunities inSouth
Carolina, including Beaufort
andJasper counties, inprep­
arationfor Hurricane Matthew.
The governorsaid highway

lane reversals willbegin as early
as3p.m.Wednesday, including
U.S.278and Highway21.
Meteorologists warnofmajor

impactsfromHurricane Mat­
thewas the massivestorm is
expectedtoapproach the East
Coastlater this week.
The storm isexpected tobea

Category2or 3hurricane as it
approaches theSouth Carolina

coastbetween Friday nightand
Saturday morning,Gov. Haley
saidinaTuesday news confer­
ence.
The stateis preparingfor 5­to

7­foot storm surgesand upto
100 mphwinds,Haley said.
Stateemergencymanagement
officials predict1.1 million peo­
ple willhave to evacuatefor the
storm.
Matthewmade landfall in

HaitionTuesday as aCategory
4hurricane, with maximum
windsof 145mphand heavy
rainsas itbarreled through the
Caribbean.At least ninedeaths
wereblamed onthestorm as of
Tuesday evening, according to

The AssociatedPress. Thou­
sandshave been forced from
their homes.
Matthewis expectedtomove

acrossthe Bahamas onWednes­
daynight, andthe powerful
storm systemisn't showing
signsof weakeningas it moves
north, according toNational
WeatherServiceMeteorologist
Michael Stroz.
"Matthew seems tobestaying

consistentlystrong," Stroz said
Tuesday. "It couldlose some
strength asit tracks across
mountains inCuba overthe
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next day or so,but could
possiblystart strength­
ening after (ithits) the
Bahamas."
Afterthe storm moves

throughCuba, it may lose
somestrength as it makes
its way upthe Florida
coast,but not bymuch,
Stroz said.
"Matthew couldbeone

of theworst storms we've
seen inSouth Carolinain
years," Stroz said."There
is potentialfor majorim­
pacts acrossthe area. It's
been quiteawhilesince
SouthCarolina hasseen a
majorhurricane."
"It'sstill prettyearly, so

it's hardto predicthow
closeto thecoast Hurri­
caneMatthew will track,"
Stroz said.
No matter thetrack, the

SouthCarolina coast will
beimpacted, including
possible hurricane­force
winds,heavyrains, flood­
ingand dangeroussea
conditions, Stroz said.
Haley saidthere will be

morethan 3,700National
Guard memberson hand
inthe statetoassistinthe
evacuations, andthe
Department of Health and
Environmental Control
will begin assistingresi­
dents with medical evac­

uations.
"It'snot going tobea

fast evacuation,"she said.
"It couldtake uptosever­
alhours," Haley said.
"Ifyoucan leaveearly,

dothat. The goal is tonot
leaveall at once."
Coastalresidents are

advised tofilluptheir cars
with gas andget 100
milesaway fromthe coast,
Haley said.Residents can
findtheir evacuation
routes bygoing to
SCEMD.org.
"Ourgoal is tosave

everybody that we can,"
Haley saidTuesday.
"What I willtell those

people whoare thinking
about not leaving is,ifyou
thinkyoucan take care of
yourself, thenat least
thinkabout my lawen­
forcement andmyNation­
al Guardsmen,because
they aregoing tobethe
oneswho have togo out
andtry andget you.And
youare putting theirlives
at stake."
The last evacuationof

any kind forBeaufort
Countywas in2004,
when Gov. Mark Sanford
called foravoluntary
evacuation ahead of
Hurricane Charley.
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5 THINGSTO KNOW IN
ADVANCEOFMATTHEW
STAFF REPORTS
newsroom@islandpacket.com

1. Gov.NikkiHaleycalled
for anevacuation

beginningWednesdayfor
1.1million peoplealongthe
SouthCarolinacoast.The
goalis to makesure resi­
dentsget100milesinland,
shesaid.

2. Allpublicschoolswill
be closedin Beaufort

andJasper counties,along
withschools in23 other

counties.

At5p.m.on Tuesday,3.HurricaneMatthew
wasaCategory4stormwith
windspeedsof 140 mph.
Thestormwaslocatedover
Cubaandwasmovingnorth
at9mph.
Visit islandpacket.comto

seethe lateststormtrack.

4. Meteorologistssaythe
stormlikelywillhave

the greatestimpacton the
LowcountryovernightFriday
andinto the weekend.

Find outeverything5.you needto know for
evacuationpreparationson
pages3A and1C.
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DREW MARTIN Staff photo

Aline ofcars backsupontoU.S.278Tuesday as drivers waittofillupatthe Parker'sGasStationinthe HomeDepot shoppingcenterin
greaterBluffton.
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Emergencyofficials: For
best results, leaveahead
of ordered evacuations
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU
sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com

BeaufortCounty residents
should leavenowfor the most
flexibility ahead ofordered
evacuationsfor Hurricane Mat­
thew,county emergencyoffi­
cialssaidTuesday.
For those who choosenot to

evacuate, take proper caution
andyou're onyour own, they
added. Coastalschools willbe
closed for theremainder ofthe
weekand communities along

the coastwill begin evacuating
Wednesday, Gov. Nikki Haley
said.
Onceevacuations begin,driv­

ers will have togo wherelaw
enforcement directsthem,
BeaufortCounty officialscau­
tioned.
Thoseskeptical of leaving

should bewillingtolive without
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water and power,saidLt.
Col. Neil Baxley,Beaufort
CountyEmergency Man­
agement commander.
"Prepare toendure or

get out ofthe wayof this
majorhurricane,"said
Baxley,who
recommended the
BeaufortCounty
Emergency Management
phoneapplication for
updatesand evacuation
routes.
Hurricane Matthew

presents the biggest threat
tothe areasince Hurri­
caneFloyd in1999, Bax­
ley andBeaufort County
SheriffP.J. Tannersaid.
There were trafficdelays
duringthat evacuation,
andthe population has

grown considerablysince
then, Baxley noted.
Tannernoted the size of

the hurricane ­likening
the storm toFloydand
Hurricane Hugo­with
the breadth ofTexas.
Officials saidthose who

insist onstaying shouldfill
their tubswith water tobe
abletoflush toilets,and
fill pots,pansand empty
containers with drinking
water. A generator and
gasoline areanecessity,
andresidents shouldbe
readytolose their roofs
and todeal withflying
debris, theysaid.

HAVEAPLAN
Baxley saidthat during

hurricane­force winds,911
callswould belogged but
that firstresponders might
behunkered down and
unable toreach people
until after thestorm.
Everyone shouldhave a

plan.Residents might
believetheir home is out
of reach ofastorm surge
but should alsoconsider
surrounding roadsand
other low­lying areasthat
couldaffect travel, Baxley
said.
Residents unable to

evacuate willbetrans­
ferredtohurricane shel­
tersinothercounties
using PalmettoBreeze
buses.
Duringthe evacuation,

onelane will bereversed
leaving Hilton HeadIs­
land, fromCross Island
Expressway toMoss
Creek,Baxley said.
Countyofficials urged

residentsto secureimpor­
tant documentslike
deeds, medical records
and insurancedocuments.
Looseyard equipment
should besecuredso asto
not becomeaprojectile.
Boarding upwindows is

a personalpreference, but
homeowners should check
with their insurance carri­
ers,officials said.
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SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 10/05/2016

Emergencyofficials: For best results, leaveahead of ordered evacuations
BY STEPHEN FASTENAU sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com
42.62 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 1

65006-10-05_1008.pdf

County: Beaufort



JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

LarryDavidson,left, andsonNickDavidsonprepare toremove their
dinghyfromBeaufort'sDowntownMarinaonTuesday.
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S.C.coastcalled to
evacuate for hurricane
Meteorologists are warningresidentsalong the SouthCarolina

coasttoevacuatein preparationforHurricaneMatthew asit
makesits wayup theEast Coastlaterthis week.

BYMANDY MATNEY
ANDERIN HEFFERNAN
mmatney@islandpacket.com
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Gov. NikkiHaley declared a

stateof emergencyTuesday and
calledfor an evacuation for all
coastalcommunities inSouth
Carolina, includingBeaufort
andJasper counties, inprep­
arationfor Hurricane Matthew.
The governorsaid highway

lane reversals willbegin as early
as3p.m.Wednesday, including
U.S.278and Highway21.
Meteorologists warnofmajor

impactsfromHurricane Mat­
thewas the massivestorm is
expectedtoapproach the East
Coastlater this week.
The storm isexpected tobea

Category2or 3hurricane as it
approaches theSouth Carolina

coastbetween Friday nightand
Saturday morning,Gov. Haley
saidinaTuesday news confer­
ence.
The stateis preparingfor 5­to

7­foot storm surgesand upto
100 mphwinds,Haley said.
Stateemergencymanagement
officials predict1.1 million peo­
ple willhave to evacuatefor the
storm.
Matthewmade landfallin

HaitionTuesday as aCategory
4hurricane, with maximum
windsof 145mphand heavy
rainsas itbarreled through the
Caribbean.At least ninedeaths
wereblamed onthestorm as of

Tuesday evening, according to
The AssociatedPress. Thou­
sandshave been forced from
their homes.
Matthewis expectedtomove

acrossthe Bahamas onWednes­
daynight, andthe powerful
storm systemisn't showing
signsof weakeningas it moves
north, according toNational
WeatherServiceMeteorologist
MichaelStroz.
"Matthew seemstobestaying

consistentlystrong,"Stroz said
Tuesday. "It couldlose some
strength asit tracks across
mountains inCuba overthe
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next day or so,but could
possiblystart strength­
ening after (ithits) the
Bahamas."
Afterthe storm moves

throughCuba, it may lose
somestrength as it makes
its way upthe Florida
coast,but not bymuch,
Stroz said.
"Matthew couldbeone

of theworst storms we've
seen inSouth Carolinain
years," Stroz said."There
is potentialfor majorim­
pacts acrossthe area. It's
been quiteawhilesince
SouthCarolina hasseen a
majorhurricane."
"It'sstill prettyearly, so

it's hardto predicthow
closeto thecoast Hurri­
caneMatthew will track,"
Stroz said.
No matter thetrack, the

SouthCarolina coast will
beimpacted, including
possible hurricane­force
winds,heavyrains, flood­
ingand dangeroussea
conditions, Stroz said.
Haley saidthere will be

morethan 3,700National
Guard memberson hand
inthe statetoassistinthe
evacuations, andthe
Department of Health and
Environmental Control
will begin assistingresi­
dents with medical evac­
uations.

"It'snot going tobea
fast evacuation,"she said.
"It couldtake uptosever­
alhours," Haley said.
"Ifyoucan leaveearly,

dothat. The goal is tonot
leaveall at once."
Coastalresidents are

advised tofilluptheir cars
with gas andget 100
milesaway fromthe coast,
Haley said.Residents can
findtheir evacuation
routes bygoing to
SCEMD.org.
"Ourgoal is tosave

everybody that we can,"
Haley saidTuesday.
"What I willtell those
people whoare thinking

about not leaving is,ifyou
thinkyoucan take care of
yourself, thenat least
thinkabout my lawen­
forcement andmyNation­
al Guardsmen,because
they aregoing tobethe
oneswho have togo out
andtry andget you.And
youare putting theirlives
at stake."
The last evacuationof

any kind forBeaufort
Countywas in2004,
when Gov. Mark Sanford
called foravoluntary
evacuation ahead of
Hurricane Charley.
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