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Bob Jones University Approved for Air Force and Army ROTC
GREENVILLE, S. C. (March 27, 2018) – Bob Jones University President Steve Pettit today announced that, beginning with 
the fall 2018 semester, BJU students will have opportunity to apply for enrollment in Air Force or Army Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (ROTC).
 
Earlier this month, BJU entered a crosstown partnership agreement with Air Force ROTC Detachment 770 hosted by 
Clemson University, making that ROTC program available to qualified BJU students. BJU joins Southern Wesleyan 
University, Tri-County Technical College and Anderson University, becoming the fourth crosstown partner in Clemson’s 
program.
 
“The cadre and cadets of Detachment 770 look forward to welcoming BJU students to our Cadet Wing this fall,” said Col. 
Keith Balts, Detachment Commander. “Our crosstown and host school cadets provide a diversified approach to the program 
and leadership opportunities as they pursue a commission in the U.S. Air Force.”
 
On March 22, BJU entered a similar agreement by which BJU students may enroll in Army ROTC hosted by Furman 
University. BJU joins North Greenville University as the second crosstown partner in Furman University’s Paladin Battalion.
 
“The Paladin Battalion is excited for the opportunity to include students from Bob Jones University into our program,” said U.
S. Army Lt. Col. Ryan Forshee. “We educate, train and inspire leaders of character to fulfill a lifetime of service both in the 
Army and in their communities. The values of character and service are consistent with the BJU vision, and I am confident 
that this partnership will prove valuable for BJU, their students, the Paladin Battalion and the United States Army.”
 
“Providing the ROTC experience for BJU students has been a goal of mine since becoming president,” said Pettit. “These 
crosstown agreements provide our students a variety of options for military service, including military leadership as 
commissioned officers and active reserves, and they will gain superb leadership experience that aligns with our emphasis 
on leadership development.
 
“We are grateful to both Clemson University and Furman University for including BJU in their crosstown partnerships. I’m 
also thankful for the encouragement and assistance that Senators Lindsey Graham and Tim Scott, along with Congressmen 
Trey Gowdy and Jeff Duncan, provided during the process.”
 
BJU has seen a growing interest in ROTC. In the last five years, well over 200 prospective students and their parents have 
inquired about ROTC, and this academic year nearly 100 current students have talked with Air Force and Army recruiters on 
campus.
 
Current and prospective students apply directly to the Air Force and Army for admission into ROTC programs. To facilitate 
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this process, BJU has established an on-campus ROTC office where Air Force and Army recruiters meet with individual 
students and assist them through the application process.
 
BJU has also designated retired U.S. Navy Commander Al Carper as campus ROTC advisor. A current faculty member in 
BJU’s School of Business, Carper received a direct commission into the U.S. Navy Reserve in 1989 and in 2003 was 
mobilized into active duty for two years during Operation Enduring Freedom. 
 

Located in Greenville, South Carolina, Bob Jones University provides an outstanding regionally accredited Christian liberal 
arts education purposely designed to inspire a lifelong pursuit of learning, loving and leading. BJU offers over 100 
undergraduate and graduate programs in religion, education, fine arts and communication, arts and science, and business. 
BJU has nearly 3,000 students from nearly every state and more than 40 countries. We are committed to the truth of 
Scripture and to pursuing excellence in all we do.
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