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We can’t
throw
these

kids
away

BRAHAM Lincoln.
Thomas Edison. Ben
Franklin. Bill Gates.
The voice on the mes-
sage followed each man’s name
with the meager amount of
schooling he completed. The
Harvard dropout who turned us
into cyborgs looks like a scholas-
tic overachiever alongside his
predecessors. Of course they are
separated by centuries that have,
for better and worse, exponen-
tially increased the need for
formal education, and of course
that’s beside the caller’s point.

His point was that while it was
“statistically” accurate to say
that a better education leads to a
better outcome, the many nota-
ble exceptions negated my sug-
gestion that South Carolina
needs to provide a decent educa-
tion to all children.

Then his bottom line: When
children don’t get a good educa-
tion, it’s not the schools’ fault —
and by extension, it’s not the
state’s fault; it’s the children’s
fault. Children who want an
education will get one no matter
how bad the school; children
who do not want a good educa-
tion will not get one, no matter
how good the school.

Truth be told, there’s a lot of
truth to that last part; much less,
but still a tiny bit, to the first
part. But even if we imagine that
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there are no shortcomings in our
poorest schools, and that the
problem is the children instead
of the schools, we are left with
this reality: We can’t wash our
hands of the problem.

The “liberal” reason is fair-
ness: When children don’t value
education, it’s often because
their parents don’t value it. Are

we really willing to doom a child
to a life of failure because she
has bad parents? For how many
generations will we visit the sins
of the parents upon the children?

The “conservative” reason is
this practical fact: We can’t
throw those children away.
Can’t ship them off to another
state. The children who don’t
get a decent education in our
state are the ones who will stay
here, and they will continue to
drag us down.

They will end up with lousy
jobs, held afloat by government
safety-net programs. Some will
become criminals, and we will
have to spend more on police
and courts and jails to defend
ourselves against them. They
will raise children who are just
like them.

And this takes us back to that
argument about Messieurs Lin-
coln, Edison, Franklin and
Gates, which seems so reason-
able ... until you take about 10
seconds to think about it.

Then you recall that “statisti-
cally” speaking is the only way
we can speak of whole pop-
ulations, particularly when the
statistics are so lopsided.

You remember that exceptions
are ... exceptions — and that the
overwhelming majority of us are
not so extraordinary as our Re-
naissance men. Qur society
could not have built the techno-
logical foundation from which
Mr. Gates built so much more if
we had relied solely on the few
geniuses among us. A good edu-
cation allows the mediocre —
which, statistically speaking, is
most of us — to become produc-
tive and creative. It allows those
who are below-average to be-

come contributing members of
our communities.

You realize that Gov. Nikki
Haley and the Legislature would
not be under court order to
provide a decent education to
the children in South Carolina’s
Corridor of Shame if those chil-
dren had access to the exclusive
preparatory school Mr. Gates
attended, much less his two
years at Harvard.

If I were placing blame for the
children who don’t work hard
enough to overcome the obsta-
cles our state puts in their paths,
I’d place it on the parents. It is
the parents’ responsibility to
make sure children get the best
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education they can. But when
parents can’t or won’t instill in
their children the value of edu-
cation, can’t or won’t insist that
they do their homework every
night, can’t or won’t make sure
they read books over summer
vacation, we as a society have to
do that. If not out of altruism,
then out of pure self-interest.

We have to teach children to
value education. Then we have
to make education take, whatev-
er their learning style. And the
place we do that is in the public
schools.

It is difficult to know how to
do that — although it would be
much less difficult if we stopped
worrying about turf protection
and job protections and making
sure the right people get lucra-
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tive contracts and pursuing our
ideological goals.

It is difficult to get our legisla-
tors and our governor to ignore
those distractions. But it is their
job to do that.

Once we figure out how we
need to change the structure and
governance and curricula and
funding of our schools so that
they will deliver a decent educa-
tion even to the kids who don’t
want it, the jobs of teachers will
become much more difficult.
The jobs of everyone who tou-
ches education will become
more difficult.

But when have Americans said
we won’t do something just
because it’s difficult?

Doesn’t American exception-
alism flow from our willingness

to do the difficult work in order
to achieve success?

Aren’t we the nation that was
inspired to rocket to the moon
and defeat the Soviet Union and
become the most prosperous
people on the planet after a
president reminded us that “We
choose to go to the moon in this
decade and do the other things,
not because they are easy, but
because they are hard”?

The sad thing is that as diffi-
cult as it will be for our leaders
to develop a plan and our teach-
ers to implement it, the hardest
part could be convincing our-
selves that it’s worth doing.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771-8571.
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ARE WE REALLY
WILLING TO DOOM A
CHILD TO A LIFE OF
FAILURE BECAUSE SHE
HAS BAD PARENTS?

Page: 2



SC0148

NEWZ

State

Publication Date: 10/20/2015 Page Number: 17

GROUP

Title:
Author:
Size:

Q&A: Understanding what a'1,000-year storm'means
BY AMYCLARKE BURNS The Greenville News
35.34 square inch

Columbia, SC Circulation: 128564

Q&A:
Understanding
what a ‘1,000-year
storm’ means

BY AMY CLARKE BURNS

The Greenville News

Q: Does a 1,000-year rain really
happen every 1,000 years?

In short: Not really. The 1,000-
year - or 100-year or 500-year -
terminology is really a shorthand
way of talking about statistical
probability and isn’t related to
how often a certain event is ex-
pected to happen.

A bit more: The frequently used

situations like South Carolina’s
record rainfall and devastating
aftermath, are misleading misno-
mers.

“We’re trying to convey the
probability of that happening in
any given year,” said Jim Kolva,
hydrologist with the U.S. Geolog-
ical Survey’s Office of Surface
Water.

one that, based on historical data,
has about a 0.1 percent chance of
happening. Likewise, a 100-year
event has a 1 percent chance of
happening; a 500-year event, a
0.2 percent chance.

“It’s better to think of it as a
chance of something occurring
than it is the number of times in

weather terms, liberally applied in Answer: A 1,000-year event is

FROM PAGE 1C

STORM

any given period that it
would occur,” said Joshua
Palmer, meteorologist
with the National Weather
Service in Greer.

“It does not mean that
in the next 999 years, you
won’t get a storm like you
got,” earlier this month,
said Kolva. “There is no
immunity that comes with
a natural disaster like
this.”

Terms like 100-year or
1,000-year likely originat-
ed as an effort to make the
probabilities more under-
standable, something a
little simpler to digest
than jargon about percent-
ages, statistics and confi-
dence intervals. But they
may be contributing to
some misapprehensions.

“It’s common for people
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to misunderstand the
terminology, which frank-
ly is probably not very
good terminology,” Palm-
er said.

Gov. Nikki Haley said in
a news conference, “We
haven’t seen this level of
rain in the Lowcountry in
1,000 years.” And media
reports commonly refer-
enced this “1,000-year
rain.”

Comedian and South
Carolina native Stephen
Colbert skewered the
comments with a quip
about “surviving Kiawah
Indian meteorologists.”

But in truth the “1,000-
year” probabilities are
based on a limited amount
of historical data. Rainfall
measurements began
locally in the late 1800s,

Palmer said. Streamflows
have been charted only for

SEE STORM, 5C

the past 100 years or less.

An informational
brochure from the USGS
highlighted that floods
and other weather phe-
nomena occur irregularly
and unpredictably.

“If we had 1,000 years
of streamflow data, we
would expect to see about
10 floods of equal or great
magnitude than the ‘100-
year flood.” These floods
would not occur at 100-
year intervals. In one part
of the 1,000-year record,
it could be 15 or fewer
years between ‘100-year
floods,” whereas in other
parts, it could be 150 years
or more between ‘100-
year floods,’” it said.

“There’s nothing to say
that Columbia or the state
of South Carolina is in the
clear now for 10, 20, 30,
40, 1,000 years,” Palmer

said. “That’s certainly not
the way to look at it.”
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A National Guard Humvee during a
rescue in a Forest Acres
neighborhood Oct, 4.
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Teach kids
how to prevent
domestic and
sexual violence

Louth Lacaling has heen i the cop
100 reares Toe weannen killad lsy mee Mor
e Tk 15 p2arg, witl a dooestic
wivlence rate rooee Haaw taice 1he
miaalicani | averigge, Bhis veon s change
Akl we mite iy cnmmonily
ackifress This costhe wol deil ly
pretlem,

pequircs sebwsels oo educate studlemty
oo domestc violone; Edn's Lawr
roquircy them ge provide education on
gexual violones for gradce K-12, TTn-
fortupately, there's no mecbaoism to
ks achools cowmply, =o parcors and
conArLn ity membets must advecats
fue penilly Wi 1eceive Lhe appopriale

wepite the implivn.  education.
tiou ot ity name, in- Frinary precentin add reswes e
terpersonal violonoo sicie lal piredslems i besd D duoenes-

isn'ra private matter
that shoald Galy be
addreaged at o, W
st diaeisg this ac
gebionl, clhoeeh and
awywhiaez el panple
palher, Deaivaenioe Aeed geaaal ciobence
are vosdirgg aut shle millions ol doe-
Lars eancle s imsd conent less Jives,
Thies biesl wiry 1o slen Ihes Licke il
Widlenae ix ho prowizie youn young
prapde with promerny viclenes preven
tism cincaduo as wecommmensicd by
the TLE, Centere bor Diccast Contral,
At Yoo Vidlenes: Provcnfon qonti-
culun helpe powog people baild con-
miuicacion, bouodary scting and
other velatinnship skilla that peepare:
thvznn e lvave healdur friend and dat-
tiag ezlacionshdpes, Uhes Leacs w zafiely
itlerve e 25 bstanders Lo end vie—
laence ek ke e anti-smeaklog
viarnpitign veethed o drimilivally
res e the asem b nl nawy amokers.
Thes yJepmestic vichenye Lirg ,:;ignl:-.-::l
by Cinw. Mliki Huley this smmer

tic srnd seeyal yinlence. 11y ollen
illusimalesd wilh @ sty ol o person
stumding st & dver watehing peuple
tant by sk drown, The persoo cim-
oar £av the bund reds of peeplde who
continus to droven, tatt iostcad pocs

upstrcans and finds plicoe ehey anc

tallimg irto due river and boidde 2
bridge, W st samee peopls ipact-
cd by denzarie and sexual viobzne:,
e e ia drreagoailile wob oo 2o wp-
sieea iy and build 2 bridge.

Flease joln ws in building 1he heldee
thial willl erd sdurmeslic anad sesal
winllguse inoye coanmmily, Maoke sime
worr sechinly ot yinth Ernpy haws
imwAtend Sexwitl Trauma Sergicres of the
ATdlerads o iroplment o cozisn
Lz, Talk tuo clw yoang peoplse inovour
life abowr scame] and doroeystic -
letwee and che itnpoctant vole we all
play in coding vicleocoe, Dow’t delay
acring; cw fuhwe depends en yom,

= Litnmy Walier

[recuiive FEreckur. Zewnal Traiene
Srrpicey of I Aisilancls

Cadunibia

Page: 1



SC0148

NEWZ
GROUP

Island Packet

Publication Date: 10/20/2015 Page Number: 8

County: Beaufort

Title:
Author:
Size:

We can't throw these kids away

64.32 square inch

Hilton Head Island, SC Circulation: 20015

W

CINDI ROS5 SCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THE STATE

We can’t
throw
these
kids
away

REAITAM Tincoln.
Thamas Ediso, Ben
Lrantklin. Bill Ciles.
The voice o the mcs-
sage Mol lowad each rman™s rame
with the mewsmer wmoant of
aehoaflng e compleced. e
Hivrviend sdrequat who tome:d us
ittta cvborgs Jnaks like & acholas-
lic: mpsichieyer s h |n‘_:'-gi| les g
prodeecaanrs. OF ponrae they arc
sepiraled by centusies chil hise,
for beeter apd worse, cxpolai-
Lial Iy iiacressrnend Uhe rized for
formal ealoention, snd of convss
that's beaide che called™s pount.

His pint wis that while it was
"searigtically” aceneats to qair
Thitl i best e e pssnliomn Teauls Do
boetey ourcowme, the Inany Asia-
[ales enizeplisonns repaied roe syisg-
aostion chat Soath Cavclina
tieed 5 Lo s ide & decesl sduca-
tion'to all childrco,

Then his borwac line: Ylaen
children deom’t get a gead edusa:
Lo, it"s not che schonds’ fault
amil by renzion, it s nuk the
qratc's fawlé; it's the childsen's
Fanl 1. £ hikdrer who wanl am
cducation will got ooc ue matter
hewee Dl the selinl; clildren
who do ot wunt & good cduca-
it we il avist el e, Do maclaes
hesys sl the zchoal,

Leth be tald, there's a o of
tepth lex Thal Bt pinrls migiech brsay,
lanat etill a timy bit, oo the ficsc

65024-10-20_8001.pdf

[rrre. Bus ever i e irmpine bl
thets Bye 0o shormrpmings in o
[uoresd sehonds, and Leal The
praobleln is che ebiklren instad
of the schoeda, we are l2Fwld
this eeality: W can't wash our
hands of the pralxoom.

The “lil2ril™ rasgsun iy Lywe-
neas: Wheo children dog’t valas
ey live, 317 nllen ecinese

duetr pascmts den't vahie it Aoe

v rest |y il Loesom o chilsd
to a kifz of Eallure bocanac she
bias bind pagenls® 1ior b niknay
Eenerations will src visit dic sins
nf e parencs dpsn the childment

The “conservative’ reason is
tlids peactleal fack We can’t
throne Hicee children away,
Can't slip thew off o anothe
wlil e The chiledren whin don'l
Eat 2 deecnc cdneatioo o owr
shitle are thie usies w i will sty
bere. and thoy vwill contnue to
drug W duivden .

They will vnd vpwith Loy
|eshs, heid afloat by goree romsot
sty Tt prosorams Some will
bircanie climinals, and we will
R 141 s masame oo pualipe
and courte and jaila ca defand
s bee sl Thesn They
will ragee children who ave juat
like theem.

Juik this ealecs iy back to that
argusti=ot abaour Messleuss Lin-
celn, Edison, Fruollin and
Ciates, witich secitt s peason-

uhle ountil v fales ahoge 30

geaottde to chind: abourt it
Ihen vag recall Than ™“stais -
cally™ spoaking 8 the andy way

v cinrn sgeith v liole pup-
uletione, particulacly wiwn the
glulistles are & lapaldad.

o rememher thit sxoepsionz
ar . emceptivens - asd ghat the
|1'.:e~75;.'hre|ming rn:lillrii'i,- ol s are
flF 90 cxtraotdingr a3 may Ke-
riai wsanice rnen. Dot snciely
could noc hetve buailt the éechoa-
|-:':g?|_i|“_'.]| ot froen saltich
M Gates budlt soomanch mace i€
we had relied solely on the few
RS A5 us, 1 el edu
caion allowss the mcdioces
which, sLalesticilly spealing, iy
toost dfua o Bocome produe-
liwe sarnd precive- 11 allags thse
who are below-averaps tobo-

cianie condlrilodlig e e s of
CUT CIOITIMOALINL &4,

torl edlize thar fw. Hikkl
Huley and the Legislutars would
fot be nnder conrt ordor 1o
proveive it decenl edpsalion L
thi childrein in Souch Caroling’s
Cucridur or Alinne i s chil-
dreon had accoss tothe cxelugive
preparalorg schonl g, fratas
amendesl, reich loas his g
vears st Hareard.

I Twerr placing blame fos the
childien who den't work hard
enesch b overcome the o besti-

Page: 1



SC0148

NEWZ
GROUP

Title:

Author:
Size:

Hilton Head Island, SC Circulation: 20015

clea aur aoate pures in their paths,
el plac it om the pereenis. T is
the parcnts” reapoisibiline oo
wiake sure chilran pel The ek
cducation they can, But whon
pare sls can Lot wost 't ikl la
thieir childeen the value of wbo-
catioagy, can't oF waa't Laist thac
thiey chi Lheir hrmneyrk HWETY
nright, can’t or won™ akc e
Haey temid [k uver senmer
vacatiom. we Bs 4 sacicny have to
Jdiathac 0 mow crnl nfal g,
then ouz of puave se]E inteest,

Yine haswe o tezeh childees oo
valwe education, Theo we hive
ta makee edieatlon cabke, whates-
1 Lheit lggrning sovle. And Lhe
placc wre da that is inthe public
sechinmly,

It ic Aitfiendt oz Jriow iy to

i kil — illlh-::-ug.lfil gl ] e
mich less diftienlt it sec stopped

County: Beaufort

65024-10-20_8001.pdf

Island Packet
Publication Date: 10/20/2015 Page Number: 8

We can't throw these kids away

64.32 square inch

verrying adu | Ll prolecLinn
aod job protoecions and toakinge
sure The npghc people gec lucr-
tire gombrnets vod pucswang e
Mealngeeal poals.

Bt ds cliFFcelt to geb oo leisls-
tors ard o oV 0 imure
theese disteactioms. sl il ia Their
job to do that,

Cloce e Tanme ool e we
necd oy chanas the soachwe and
gz iceand chrticola and
funebing of eaa-schoals wo dar
they wlll deliver a decest edwca-
tiom even o che kidz who don't
want i, the jebe of ccacluers wil
beszume mush e Jiflicall,
The jobe of cFeryonc wiue toa-
eihes gl zilion will heonis
mave diftienlt,

Bl wden haea Armerncans and
wewon‘'t do wormething jrest
hecause It's JIffleults

Duesn't ATeTicdn exceptico-
alisen o Erom o willogoess
Pl Phe LiFFigal b weprds Inoomler
to achicws suecoas?

Aren'l we The mann 1l s
inepired oo rocker to the wocn
il ol eleat e Soelel Tnloo awd
berome the most prosporons
[respale e Bl ol aseLafler o
president remitaled ws that “TWe
chaooe? to g to the Inoow in this
Hevanle ancd e Lhe nlher ||'IFI'I_'I:F|$:
1ok becawee they are cagy, bt
hesiuse they are bard™?

The sa4 chiny iz that ax diG-
cult @ il wild B Car oir lead s
to devclop a plan aond ooy beech-
el oo levplenaent il the bacdest
pirt ol b comyinios aar
aclvies that it's wourh dodng.

s Acope oo be vercked
wl ereraplihdadl o
erak (203 FTL-857)

14

ARE WE REALLY
WILLING TG DOOM A
CHILD TO A LIFE OF
FAILURE BECAUSE SHE
HAS BAD PARENTS?

Page: 2



SC0148 NEWZ
GROUP

County: York
62033-10-20_7004.pdf

Herald
Publication Date: 10/20/2015 Page Number: 7

Title: Teach kids how to prevent domestic and sexual violence
Author:
Size: 24.95 square inch

Rock Hill, SC Circulation: 34688

Teach kids
how to prevent
domestic and
sexual violence

South Carolina has been in the top
10 states for women killed by men for
more than 15 years, with a domestic
violence rate more than twice the
national average. This won’t change
until we unite as a community to
address this costly and deadly
problem.

Despite the implica-
tion of its name, in-
terpersonal violence
| isn’t a private matter
that should only be
| addressed at home. We
must discuss this at
school, church and
anywhere else people
gather. Domestic and sexual violence
are costing our state millions of dol-
lars each year and countless lives.

The best way to stem the tide of
violence is to provide young young
people with primary violence preven-
tion education as recommended by
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.
Our Youth Violence Prevention curri-
culum helps young people build com-
munication, boundary setting and
other relationship skills that prepare
them to have healthy friend and dat-
ing relationships. They learn to safely
intervene as bystanders to end vio-
lence much like the anti-smoking
campaign worked to dramatically
reduce the number of new smokers.

The domestic violence law signed
by Gov. Nikki Haley this summer

requires schools to educate students
on domestic violence; Erin’s Law
requires them to provide education on
sexual violence for grades K-12. Un-
fortunately, there’s no mechanism to
make schools comply, so parents and
community members must advocate
for youth to receive the appropriate
education.

Primary prevention addresses the
societal problems that lead to domes-
tic and sexual violence. It is often
illustrated with a story of a person
standing at a river watching people
float by and drown. The person can-
not save the hundreds of people who
continue to drown, but instead goes
upstream and finds where they are
falling into the river and builds a
bridge. We must serve people impact-
ed by domestic and sexual violence,
but it is irresponsible not to go up-
stream and build a bridge.

Please join us in building the bridge
that will end domestic and sexual
violence in our community. Make sure
your schools or youth groups have
invited Sexual Trauma Services of the
Midlands to implement our curricu-
lum. Talk to the young people in your
life about sexual and domestic vio-
lence and the important role we all
play in ending violence. Don’t delay
acting; our future depends on you.

- Ginny Waller

Executive Director, Sexual Trauma
Services of the Midlands

Columbia
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Paying for roads
after the floods

For now, a special session of
the Legislature to deal with
flooding doesn’t seem like the
best use of public dollars, espe-
cially since the state doesn’t
have estimates on the extent of
the problem.

However, dealing with the
flood — and its impact on the
state’s infrastructure — must
be the top priority when law-
makers return. This dialogue
should also reinforce the need
to find a long-term, compre-
hensive plan to deal with our
needs related to roads, bridges
and dams.

This issue largely became a
political pox for the Legislature
this past session with the de-
bate becoming bogged down
by certain demands of legisla-
tors, as well as S.C. Gov. Nikki
Haley.

However, the longer the
state waits to make an initial
investment in road funding,
the greater it will cost to pay
for upgrades. This doesn’t
mean the General Assembly
should write a blank check to
the state’s Department of
Transportation. The real trou-
ble with South Carolina’s roads
isn’t wholly a lack of money.
Any real effort to address these
roads issues must also involve
taking a closer look at the bu-
reaucratic structure of the
state’s Transportation Depart-
ment. The agency and the
current system of prioritization
and funding roads projects has
been marred by criticisms of
little transparency and being
generated through a complex
formula.

- Aiken Standard

County: York Page: 1
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We can’t
throw

these
kids
away

BRAHAM Lincoln.
Thomas Edison. Ben
Franklin. Bill Gates.
The voice on the mes-
sage followed each man’s name
with the meager amount of
schooling he completed. The
Harvard dropout who turned us
into cyborgs looks like a scholas-
tic overachiever alongside his
predecessors. Of course they are
separated by centuries that have,
for better and worse, exponen-
tially increased the need for
formal education, and of course
that’s beside the caller’s point.

His point was that while it was
“statistically” accurate to say
that a better education leads to a
better outcome, the many nota-
ble exceptions negated my sug-
gestion that South Carolina
needs to provide a decent educa-
tion to all children.

Then his bottom line: When
children don’t get a good educa-
tion, it’s not the schools’ fault —
and by extension, it’s not the
state’s fault; it’s the children’s
fault. Children who want an
education will get one no matter
how bad the school; children
who do not want a good educa-
tion will not get one, no matter
how good the school.

Truth be told, there’s a lot of
truth to that last part; much less,
but still a tiny bit, to the first
part. But even if we imagine that

62033-10-20_7002.pdf

there are no shortcomings in our
poorest schools, and that the
problem is the children instead
of the schools, we are left with
this reality: We can’t wash our
hands of the problem.

The “liberal” reason is fair-
ness: When children don’t value
education, it’s often because
their parents don’t value it. Are

we really willing to doom a child
to a life of failure because she
has bad parents? For how many
generations will we visit the sins
of the parents upon the children?

The “conservative” reason is
this practical fact: We can’t
throw those children away.
Can’t ship them off to another
state. The children who don’t
get a decent education in our
state are the ones who will stay
here, and they will continue to
drag us down.

They will end up with lousy
jobs, held afloat by government
safety-net programs. Some will
become criminals, and we will
have to spend more on police
and courts and jails to defend
ourselves against them. They
will raise children who are just
like them.

And this takes us back to that
argument about Messieurs Lin-
coln, Edison, Franklin and
Gates, which seems so reason-
able ... until you take about 10
seconds to think about it.

Then you recall that “statisti-
cally” speaking is the only way
we can speak of whole pop-
ulations, particularly when the
statistics are so lopsided.

You remember that exceptions
are ... exceptions — and that the
overwhelming majority of us are
not so extraordinary as our Re-
naissance men. Qur society
could not have built the techno-
logical foundation from which
Mr. Gates built so much more if
we had relied solely on the few
geniuses among us. A good edu-
cation allows the mediocre —
which, statistically speaking, is
most of us — to become produc-
tive and creative. It allows those
who are below-average to be-

come contributing members of
our communities.

You realize that Gov. Nikki
Haley and the Legislature would
not be under court order to
provide a decent education to
the children in South Carolina’s
Corridor of Shame if those chil-
dren had access to the exclusive
preparatory school Mr. Gates
attended, much less his two
years at Harvard.

If I were placing blame for the
children who don’t work hard
enough to overcome the obsta-
cles our state puts in their paths,
I’d place it on the parents. It is
the parents’ responsibility to
make sure children get the best

Page: 1




SC0148

NEWZ
GROUP

Title:
Author:
Size:

Herald
Publication Date: 10/20/2015 Page Number: 7

We can't throw these kids away

64.17 square inch

Rock Hill, SC Circulation: 34688

education they can. But when
parents can’t or won’t instill in
their children the value of edu-
cation, can’t or won’t insist that
they do their homework every
night, can’t or won’t make sure
they read books over summer
vacation, we as a society have to
do that. If not out of altruism,
then out of pure self-interest.

We have to teach children to
value education. Then we have
to make education take, whatev-
er their learning style. And the
place we do that is in the public
schools.

It is difficult to know how to
do that — although it would be
much less difficult if we stopped
worrying about turf protection
and job protections and making
sure the right people get lucra-

County: York
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tive contracts and pursuing our
ideological goals.

It is difficult to get our legisla-
tors and our governor to ignore
those distractions. But it is their
job to do that.

Once we figure out how we
need to change the structure and
governance and curricula and
funding of our schools so that
they will deliver a decent educa-
tion even to the kids who don’t
want it, the jobs of teachers will
become much more difficult.
The jobs of everyone who tou-
ches education will become
more difficult.

But when have Americans said
we won’t do something just
because it’s difficult?

Doesn’t American exception-
alism flow from our willingness

to do the difficult work in order
to achieve success?

Aren’t we the nation that was
inspired to rocket to the moon
and defeat the Soviet Union and
become the most prosperous
people on the planet after a
president reminded us that “We
choose to go to the moon in this
decade and do the other things,
not because they are easy, but
because they are hard”?

The sad thing is that as diffi-
cult as it will be for our leaders
to develop a plan and our teach-
ers to implement it, the hardest
part could be convincing our-
selves that it’s worth doing.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771-8571.

é¢

ARE WE REALLY
WILLING TO DOOM A
CHILD TO A LIFE OF
FAILURE BECAUSE SHE
HAS BAD PARENTS?
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Roads? Bonuses? A Q&A on SC’s flood recovery

BY JAMIE SELF
Jself @thestate.com

As South Carolina shifts
into recovery mode after
historic rainfalls and
flooding this month, ques-

tions are swirling about
what the S.C. General
Assembly will do to help
flood victims and at what
cost.

The Buzz has some
answers:

Will the S.C. Legisla-
ture come back early to
address flood damage?

No.

State House Reps. Rick
Quinn, R-Lexington, and
James Smith, D-Rich-
land, have called for an
emergency session to

borrow money for roads
and help homeowners

HE

thing for homeowners, but
it should not be in the
form of grants.

“We want to be as help-
ful as we can be, and may-
be we can set up a specific
flood victims program to,
maybe, do some low-
interest loans,” Martin
said. “But I don’t see us
paying off mortgages on
houses or writing a check
to a homeowner.”

What other ideas are
being discussed?

Borrowing more money
for roads.

State Sen. John Cour-
son, R-Richland, said a
proposal to borrow money
for maintenance at state
colleges and universities
could be expanded to
include money for trans-
portation when lawmakers

County: Richland
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with costs of rebuilding
not covered by insurance
or federal disaster aid.

But state Sen. Hugh
Leatherman, R-Florence
- the leader of the Senate -
said Tuesday he does not
plan to call senators back
to work before January
because lawmakers do not
yet have clear estimates of
the damage. Leatherman
appointed a special panel
Friday to assess flood

damage.

Gov. Nikki Haley said
Wednesday she does not
foresee lawmakers needi-
ng an emergency session.

And House Speaker Jay
Lucas, R-Darlington, said
his chamber’s state bud-

return to work in January.

Leatherman said last
week he plans to push that
borrowing package for
education again next year.

How much federal aid
could the state receive?

Perhaps, a lot.

If Hurricane Hugo is
any guide, within the first
60 days after that hurri-
cane hammered the state,
federal aid had topped
$250 million.

Will the state have to
spend money on the
recovery?

Yes.

In mid-1990, the S.C.
General Assembly agreed
to borrow $31 million to
pay costs related to Hugo,
which hit the state on
Sept. 24, 1989. The money
included $18 million in

get-writing committee will
hold hearings in coming
weeks to determine the
impact of the flood and
potential costs of the re-
covery. A spokesperson for
the speaker would not say
whether Lucas thinks that

work will continue until
January, which would rule
out an emergency session.

Are state employees’
bonuses safe?

Yes, all you people
emailing The Buzz!

One-time $800 bonuses
for state employees who
earn less than $100,000 a
year went out late last
week. (Check your bank
account). The bonus does
not apply to schoolteach-

matching funds for the
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

BUZZ BITES

o Gov. Nikki Haley
was in Georgia when the
historic rainstorm struck
Columbia on Oct. 3-4.
Haley left South Carolina
for a Republican Gover-
nors Association’s retreat
in Sea Island after giving a
media briefing about the
threat of flooding at the
S.C. Emergency Manage-
ment Center on Oct. 2,
her office said. The retreat
draws large donors to the
association. She returned
to South Carolina about
noon Oct. 4. “Gov. Haley

has been working on the
flood all day, every day,
since before it began,”
said Rob Godfrey, Haley’s

ers who are paid by school
districts.

Will lawmakers con-
sider relief for home-
owners?

Anyone’s guess.

Quinn and Smith - the
bipartisan House duo - are
pushing for aid to home-
owners. But Leatherman
said using the state budget
to assist homeowners
victimized by the flood
would “have to be looked
at very carefully.”

Translation: He’s non-
committal.

State Sen. Larry Mar-
tin, R-Pickens, said the
state likely can do some-

SEE BUZZ,9A

deputy chief of staff.

e A State Ethics Com-
mission hearing into Lt.
Gov. Henry McMaster’s
possible excessive cam-
paign contributions,
scheduled for Wednesday,
has been postponed. The
two sides are in settlement
negotiations, commission
director Herb Hayden
said. A final order could
be issued within several
weeks. McMaster was
charged with accepting
$72,700 in improper con-
tributions from 51 donors
to pay off debt from his

2010 bid for the GOP
nomination for governor.

2016 IN SC

Where the presidential
candidates will be this
week:

e Jeb Bush, Florida’s
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former GOP governor, will
join U.S. Sen. Tim Scott,
R-N. Charleston, for a
town-hall meeting at Bish-
op England High School
on Daniel Island at 9 a.m.
Saturday.

e Republican Carly
Fiorina will attend a
Greenville County Repub-
lican Women’s luncheon
at the Poinsett Club at
noon Thursday. On Fri-
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day, the former Hewlett
Packard chief executive
will speak at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina-
Beaufort’s auditorium at 2
p-m. and at Magnolia Hall
in Sun City at 4 p.m.

e U.S. Sen. Lindsey
Graham, a Seneca Repub-
lican, will speak to the S.C.

Construction Financial
Management Association
about the threat of radical

ONE-TIME $800 BONUSES FOR STATE
EMPLOYEES WHO EARN LESS THAN
$100,000 A YEAR WENT OUT LATE

LAST WEEK.
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Islam on Monday at 12:15
p.m. at the Poinsett Club
in Greenville.

e U.S. Sen. Marco Ru-
bio, R-Fla., will join S.C.
Attorney General Alan
Wilson, R-Lexington, in
West Columbia on Friday
for a Conservative Lead-
ership Project presidential
forum on legal issues. The
event starts at 5:30 p.m. at
Brookland Banquet and

Conference Center, 1066
Sunset Blvd. Rubio will
speak at a Concerned
Veterans of America town
hall in Greenville at 11
a.m. Saturday.

e Republican Donald
Trump will hold a rally at
the Anderson Civic Center
on Monday at 6 p.m.

Staff writers Cassie Cope and Andy Shain
contributed. Jamie Self: 803-771-8658,
@famiemself
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Haley's 1st lood assistance event Friday

Haley’s 1st flood assistance
event Friday

SUMTER (AP) — South
Carolina is sending teams of
officials to flooded areas to
help people find relief and
assistance.

Gov. Nikki Haley will join
the first Team South Caro-
lina event Friday at the Sum-
ter Civic Center.

From 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
anyone affected by the flood
can register for federal di-
saster assistance, apply for
unemployment and mort-

gage or rent assistance, get
a tetanus shot or a kit to test
their well water to see if it Is
contaminated.

The sites will also include
donation areas and booths
with tips to flood-proof and
clean damaged homes.

Haley says she wanted
to bring assistance to peo-
ple in heavily-damaged ar-
eas. More events will be
scheduled in other hard-
hit counties.
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