
Strange day for a game
Well, it's Sunday morning.

And it's ... gameday?
Yes, as weird as it seems,

for the University of South Carolina
and University of Georgia football
teams and their fans, today is the
day for their annual game/grudge
match. It's the first time in my life I
can remember the Gamecocks playing
a regular season football game on a
Sunday.
The reason the teams are play­

ing today is Hurricane Matthew, the
powerful storm that ravaged Haiti last
week, then socked Florida on Friday
before sweeping along South Caro­
lina's coast on Saturday.
If you followed the news out of

Columbia late last week, you know
there was some political drama about
when and where today's game should
be played.
While she ultimately left the deci­

sion up to USC, it was clear Gov. Nikki
Haley had great reservations about
a sold out SEC football game being
played in the Capital City this week­
end. Not necessarily because of the
storm itself, which was expected for
the most part to spare Columbia, but
because of the resources and emer­
gency personnel that are needed on
assignments related to the hurricane.
In fact, Haley was set to not provide

any South Carolina Highway Patrol
personnel to work the ballgame, as she
did not want to take state officers away
from any hurricane­related efforts.
Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott
said he had deputies who could step in
and handle the duties.
Meanwhile, the university seemed

hell­bent on having the game in
Columbia this weekend. Heck, up
until very late in the week it was still
scheduled for Saturday night at 7:30.
Thankfully, the decision was ultimate­

ly made to move it to today.
Now, I'm still not sure playing the

game in Columbia
this weekend was the
right move. We'll find
out this afternoon.
But I am sure that
keeping the game on
Saturday night would
have been a bad deci­
sion.
I understand the

university, and the
Midlands, took a
multi­million dol­
lar hit last fall when
USC's home game

against LSU was moved from Colum­
bia to Baton Rouge because of the
flood. Officials didn't want to take
that kind of fiscal hit again. I get it.
Still, choosing to play the game today,
after the storm that was set to hit the
coast on Saturday, was a very serious
decision. There are more than few
fingers crossed that all goes to plan at
Williams­Brice today, from a logistics
and safety standpoint.
 
OK, NOW THAT WE'VE GOT

all that out of the way: Indeed, it is

gameday.
South Carolina football on Sun­

day? Seems like a perfect match to
me. If ever there's ever been a team
that needed prayer, it's my beloved
Gamecocks this season. Prayer, con­
fession, communion, an altar call,
Wednesday night Bible study, a circle
meeting, a pot luck fundraiser for the
youth group, you name it, we need it.
That said, I don't expect too many

pastors to explicitly include prayers
for the Gamecocks in their services
this morning. That is especially
true of the Rev. Nicholas Beasley of

Greenwood's Church of the Resur­
rection, who is unfortunately a Geor­
gia fan.
Of course, after last week's heart­

breaking loss to Tennessee, a "Hail
Mary" is probably the last thing most
Georgia fans want to hear about.
Since I know you've came here for

expert analysis on who's going to win
today, I'll give you some.
Though Georgia (3­2) has dropped

its last couple of contests, and has
some close calls among its wins, it
still has a dangerous team. Highly
recruited freshman quarterback
Jacob Eason seems to be figuring
things out, and they have a pair of
scary running backs in Sony Michel
and Nick Chubb. If healthy, Chubb
can be hell to handle.
On the other hand, Georgia's got

a coach named Kirby. Now, back in
the late 1980s and early 1990s, South
Carolina had a coach named Sparky.
So we beat them in the "coach with a
dog's name" race by about a quarter
century.
Meanwhile, South Carolina (2­3)

comes into this Sunday matinee
struggling mightily on offense, scor­
ing just 14 points per game. The cap­
tain of your high school chess club
scored more than the Gamecocks
this year. Coach Will Muschamp
says he's going to give both Perry
Orth and Brandon McIlwain a try
at quarterback today. I'm thinking
running backs A.J. Turner and Rico
Dowdle (and maybe David Williams)
are going to have to shoulder a heavy
load if USC is going to make any
headway against the Bulldogs.
On the other hand, USC's defense

has been decent and, at times, oppor­
tunistic. The Gamecocks have inter­
cepted five passes and recovered four
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fumbles so far this season. Darius
English is second in the SEC with
five sacks.
PREDICTION: The Bulldogs

should win this football game. They
should. But, our state just got swiped
by a hurricane, so I can't kick the
Palmetto State while it's down. South
Carolina 20, Georgia 17.

Chris Trainor is a contributing col­
umnist for the Index­Journal. Contact
him at ChrisTrainorSC@yahoo.com.
You can follow him on Twitter @Chris­
TrainorSC. Views expressed in this col­
umn are those of the writer only and do
not represent the newspaper's opinion.
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Storm evacuees move
Aiken County returning to normal;
schools reopen as shelter relocates
BY DEDE BILES
dbiles@aikenstandard.com
Aiken County is starting to

get back to normal after Hurri­
cane Matthew made landfall on
the South Carolina coast over
the weekend while knocking
down trees and causing power
outages locally.
On Sunday, the Aiken

County Public School District
issued a press release stating
that schools would reopen
today (Monday) after a three­
day shutdown ordered by Gov.
Nikki Haley last week.
South Aiken High School

served as a shelter for more
than 250 evacuees from coastal

areas. On
Sunday
morning,
the evacuees
were moved
to the H.

Odell Weeks Activities Center
???????????????????????????????­
fered accommodations there.
The evacuees will be able to

remain at the Weeks Center un­
til it is safe for them to go back
to their homes.
"We appreciate everyone's

patience as we examined road­
ways and facilities for safety
and made plans to relocate
evacuees," said School District
Superintendent Dr. Sean Al­
ford. "We are extremely grate­

ful to our accommodating city

relocate the evacuees and open
school back up on Monday."
Alford also praised school

groups and school employees
along with American Red
Cross volunteers, church mem­
bers and others in the commu­
nity for stepping up to help the
evacuees and showing "a real
spirit of hospitality."
Haley announced that evacu­

ation orders had been lifted
for all residents in Charleston,
Dorchester, Berkeley and Col­
leton counties early Sunday.
Evacuation orders were lifted
for Beaufort and Jasper coun­
ties Sunday evening. However,

evacuations remained in ef­
fect for zones in Georgetown
and Horry counties because
????????????????????????????????­
ing those areas for potential
dangers.
A press release from Haley's

?????????????????????????????­
dents returning to their homes
to "exercise patience and
expect lengthy travel times,
blocked roadways and detours
back to evacuated areas." The
release also asked them "not
to drive around barricades or
use emergency lanes that are
????????????????????????????
In addition, the release

Please see STORM, Page 10A

INSIDE
More on
Hurricane
Matthew, 4A

STORM
CONTINUED from 1A
warned motorists heading back
to coastal areas "to be prepared
for fallen trees, downed power
lines and standing water in and
around roadways."
Power outages in counties

where there were evacuations
could last for several days or
weeks, the release stated.
Included in the release were

the following safety tips:
????????????????????????????­

ing water. Do not use area
streams, rivers or the ocean
for drinking, bathing or swim­

ming due to the possibility of
bacteria, waste water or other
contaminants. Avoid wading
through standing water due to
the possibility of sharp objects,
power lines or other hazardous
debris that may be under the
surface.
??????????????????????????­

doors. Running generators in
homes, garages or other closed
areas can lead to increased lev­
els of carbon monoxide, which
can be fatal and may cause
death.

???????????????????????????????
consume. Watch for boil water
advisories on your local news or
call your water utility. Use only
bottled or stored water until it is
determined that the water is safe
to drink. If water is not safe to
drink, boil water vigorously for
at least one minute, then let it
cool before use.
To see a list of road closures,

visit www. scdot.org. To check
the status of conditions on
Interstate 26, visit www.511sc.
org. For general information,

visit www.scemd.org.
As of early Sunday night,

SCE&G was reporting only
three customers with power
outages in Aiken County. Aik­
en Electric Cooperative wasn't
reporting any outages in Aiken
County.

Dede Biles is a general assign­
ment reporter for the Aiken
Standard and has been with
the newspaper since January
2013.
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STAFF PHOTO BY BILL BENGTSON

Groceries and supplies arrived around noon Sunday at the H. Odell Weeks Activities Center, largely courtesy of Millbrook
Baptist Church, as the Hurricane Matthew shelter operation was relocated from South Aiken High School.
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STAFF PHOTO BY BILL BENGTSON

Jennifer Woolf and daughter Kelby, 3, both from Johns Island, were out for some playground
time at mid­day Sunday in Virginia Acres City Park.
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HURRICANE MATTHEW

Three dead in S.C. floods from
hurricane as state begins recovery
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ Three people have died
in South Carolina from Hurricane Mat­
thew, including a Richland County man
who was pinned after falling from his
electric wheelchair into a puddle of stand­
ing water, authorities said.
The other two deaths occurred in ve­

?????????????????????????????????????­
ence County, Sheriff Kenney Boone said
Sunday.
Gov. Nikki Haley couldn't guarantee

those would be the only deaths. Search
and rescue teams were still checking re­

recede.
But as the sun came out Sunday, South

Carolina turned toward recovery. Crews
re­opened all the interstates and were
working to remove trees or inspect bridg­
es along the 250 or so roads that remained
closed.
Haley lifted evacuation orders in Berke­

ley, Colleton, Charleston and Dorchester
???????????????????????????????????????????­
??????????????????????????????????????????
Horry counties to tell her when to allow
coastal residents back into those places.

"A lot of people are going to try to go
home today," the governor said. "Do not
drive through the barricades. It's danger­
ous for law enforcement, it's dangerous
for you."
In Richland County, 66­year­old David

L. Outlaw drowned after he was found
under his electric wheelchair in standing
water at the National Health Care facility
in Columbia around 7:45 a.m. Saturday,
Coroner Gary Watts said. A person who
answered the phone at the skilled nursing
center Sunday hung up on a reporter after
saying she could not comment.
A witness in Florence County called 911

after seeing a vehicle disappear around
noon Saturday. But the swift current and
heavy rain prevented rescuers from get­
ting to the vehicle for about four hours,
Florence County Emergency Manage­
ment spokesman Andrew Golden said.
Also in Florence County, divers on

Sunday found the body of a man who
drove into waters that had washed
away a bridge, Boone said in a news re­
lease. The coroner hadn't released the

names of the two victims.
More than 10 inches of rain fell in parts

of the county, which was trying to recover
from numerous roads closed from downed
???????????????????????????????????????­
sponders, and a lot of them are saying
this was worse than (Hurricane) Hugo,"
Golden said.
There was a lot of good news, too. All

100 people on Daufuskie Island who
??????????????????????????????????????
to leave were safe. The island, assessable
only by boat, suffered structural damage
from the storm surge, the governor said.
Power crews are also hard at work. There

were 625,000 customers without electric­
ity Sunday afternoon, down more than
200,000 outages from the peak as Hur­
ricane Matthew came ashore near McClel­
lanville.
????????????????????????????????????

bomb squad was called to Folly Beach on
Sunday after Civil War­era cannonballs
were found on shore, washed up by the
hurricane, Maj. Eric Watson said.
The squad had to wait for the tide to go

back out before they could make sure the
cannonballs were safe, Watson said.
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AP PHOTO/DAVID GOLDMAN

Kyle Simmons wades through water to check on the home of his grandmother following Hurricane Matthew in Edisto Island on
Sunday. A deteriorating Matthew was stripped of hurricane status Sunday morning and began making its slow exit to the sea.
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AFTER HURRICANE MATTHEW

SIGNS OF
RECOVERY
Cleanup
process
continues
across county
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER

kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com

Inthe 24hours sinceHurricane Mat­
thew batteredBeaufort County,photos
of fallentrees anddebris­filledstreets
abound onsocialmedia, but few specif­
icsare yet known about theextent of
damage tohomes,businesses and
schools.
Here's whatwe doknow:

CHECKPOINTS FUNNEL
SOME FOLKSHOME
BeaufortCounty residentsreturning

home have been directedto oneoftwo
checkpoints ­Bluffton High Schoolfor
those livingsouth ofthe Broadand
Whale BranchHigh School for those
livingnorth ofthat river,BeaufortCoun­
ty SheriffP.J. TannersaidSunday.
Residents at addresseswhere power

andwater has beenrestored will be
allowedtogo home. No listof safe
neighborhoods wasprovided.
Others ­includingall residentsof

Hilton Headand otherbarrier islands­

must stay at theBluffton school tempo­
rarily. Food andwater are available at
the shelter. Pets areallowed.
Interms of aspecific time anddate

when allresidents cancome home,the
news was notencouraging.
"Iwish wehad a timeframe, butwe

don't," Tannersaid.
Long linesof carsclogged U.S. 278

Sunday with would­bereturnees. That
means the schoolshelters will fillup
quickly. Localofficials encouragethose
farther away tostay put.
DuringaSunday morning news con­

ference, Gov. Nikki Haley asked for
"patience, patience,patience" as the
re­entry process begins.
Communication issues over the

checkpoints have already arisen.
Town of Bluffton spokeswomanDeb­

bie Szpankawrote incorrectlyonFace­
book that Bluffton residentscango
directly home.
Not true, saidCapt.Bob Bromageof

the BeaufortCounty Sheriff's Office.
All Beaufort Countyresidentsmust

SEECLEANUP,7A

INSIDE
ACurfew remainsinplaceasnorthern Beaufort

County recovers.2A
AWhat areconditionslikeon the barrier islands

innorthern Beaufort County? 2A
ASavannah airportto open Monday whileBeau­

fort County schools hope to openWednesday.
4A
AThree dead inS.C.floods from hurricane as

statebeginsrecovery.5A
AUpdates onpower and water outages. 6A

AMatthewkills nine inNorthCarolina, leaves

historic flooding inits wake.6A

ONLINE
Get the latest news and find morephotosand
video of the storm'saftermathat
beaufortgazette.com and islandpacket.com.
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FROM PAGE1A

CLEANUP
report toacheckpoint.

SECURITY BACK AT
SOME GATED
COMMUNITIES
Water andsewer service

is stillspotty,so Hilton
Headofficialshave not
established atimeline for
re­entry onto theisland.
ButHilton Head Mayor

DavidBennett isoptimis­
tic.
"I'mpushing for tomor­

row,but I would be
shocked ifit's beyond
Tuesday,"hesaidSunday.
Securityat Sea Pines,

IndigoRun, Palmetto
Dunes andHilton Head
Plantation isinplace, said
town managerSteve Riley.

SCHOOLS CLOSED
THROUGH TUESDAY
BeaufortCounty School

District hopes toreopen
Wednesday, Superintend­
entJeff Moss saidata
Sunday afternoon news
conference.
The call will hinge on

whether schoolshave
powerand whetherthe
checkpoints are stillin
place, hesaid.
Hurricane Matthew

damaged several schools,
Mosssaid.The hardest­hit
were BeaufortHigh
School andH.E.
McCracken Middle School
with leaking roofs and
somestructural damage
fromfallen tree branches

anddebris.
AtHilton Head Ele­

mentary, water blewin
under the doorsand still
sat inthe corridorson
Sunday. Butthe class­
rooms stayeddry, Moss
said.He hopedoutside
clean­up would finish by
the endof Monday. Clean­
ingup standingwater
couldtake longer.
St. John Paul IICatholic

School inRidgelandis also
closed Tuesday.

WIDESPREADPOWER
OUTAGES CONTINUE
Power outages continue

toblanket Beaufort
County.
SCE&G, which serves

customers north ofthe
Broad, reportedapeakof
around 47,000 outagesin
the countySaturday night
into Sunday. Roughly
42,000 arestillwithout
power, according tothe
company'soutage map.
All SCE&G customersin

Bluffton arewithout pow­
er,saidBluffton Mayor
Lisa Sulka. "AndI'm one
of them,"shesaid.
Depending onthe ex­

tent ofthe damage at
somesubstations, the
powermay not come on
for three toseven days,
Sulka saidshewas told in
abriefing.
Palmetto Electric, which

serves customers southof
the Broad, reportedal­

most 32,000 outages in
BeaufortCounty andmore
than3,000 inJasper
County.
There are ahandful of

significant linesstilldown,
includingonethat cuts
across thecenter of Hilton
Head, Bennettsaid.
The utility workforce

will bealmost tripled from
normal staffinglevels
Monday, spokeswoman
MissySantorum said.

SOME STORES
REOPENING
Shutteredstorefronts

are slowly reopening,
includingthe PigglyWig­
gly onHiltonHead, where
customers were limited to
fiveitems Sunday.
InBluffton, AceHard­

ware andthe Parker's gas
station on Buckwalter
Parkway were open, Sulka
said.
So was thePublix at

Buckwalter, but thegro­
cery store's supply hadn't
been replenished since the
storm.
Sulka reported therewas

no meat,abit ofbread
and plenty ofvegetables
and salads.

HOSPITALS RESUME
LIMITED SERVICE
Both Beaufort Memorial

Hospital and CoastalCar­
olina's emergency rooms
reopened Sunday atnoon.
Beaufort Memorial

plans toreopen outpatient
testing and servicesTues­
day.
Coastal Carolinahad no

specific timeline for re­
opening otherservices,
spokeswoman LydiaHill
said.
Contrary toHaley's

remarks Sunday when she
saidBeaufort Memorial
had sustainedstructural
damage, the hospitalhad
only minor leaks, which
have been repaired,
spokeswoman Courtney
McDermott said.
HiltonHead Hospital is

accessible, and Hilton
Head PublicServiceDis­
trictis working torestore
water service tothebuild­
ing, Bennettsaid.

Staff reporter Rebecca
Lurye contributedto this
article.
Kelly Meyerhofer:
843­706­8136,
@KellyMeyerhofer.

''I'MPUSHINGFOR
TOMORROW,BUTI
WOULDBE
SHOCKEDIFIT'S
BEYONDTUESDAY.
HiltonHead IslandMayor
David Bennettonwhen
residentswillbe allowed
to return home
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Courtesy ofDaniel Riley

Floodingis shown inHiltonHead Plantation.

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 10/10/2016

SIGNS OF RECOVERY
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com
250.79 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 3

65006-10-10_1004.pdf

County: Beaufort



JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Membersof the1263rdForwardSupportCompanyof theSouthCarolinaArmy NationalGuardremovetreesthat have fallenacrossU.S. 278fromHurricaneMatthew.
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CAITLINTURNER Staff photo

Officerspatrol theentrance ofU.S. 278 nearthe Jasper
County­BeaufortCounty borderon Sunday morning.

JOSH MITELMAN Staff photo

Membersof theSouthCarolinaNationalGuardworkonSundaytoclearmassive trees
blockingU.S.278,just westof MuseumStreet.
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Townof Hilton HeadIsland

An aerialviewof Palmetto BayMarinaonHilton HeadIslandis shown.
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Evacuees
stillbeing
sentto
shelters
BY WADE LIVINGSTON

wlivingston@islandpacket.com

The good news: Gov. NikkiHaley
liftedBeaufort County's evacuationor­
derSunday evening.
The bad news forevacuees eagerto

return home: Thatdoesn't changethe
BeaufortCounty Sheriff's Officesafety
checkpoint system keepingthemaway a
littlelonger.

Ashundredsofvehiclesbackedupalong
U.S.278,theRedCrossopenedtwotem­
poraryshelterstoservethenorthernand
southernpartsofthecounty.
Insteadof holding motoristsat the

county line,evacueesare nowbeing
diverted tothe temporaryshelters at
either BatteryCreek High School or
Bluffton High School, wherefood, water

andother amenities areavailable. Pets
are allowed.
It's uncertain when countyresidents

will beallowedtoleave theshelters and
return home, saidBeaufortCounty Sher­
iffP.J. TannerduringaSunday news
conference.

SEESHELTERS,7A

FROMPAGE1A

SHELTERS
"Re­entry for inland

arearesidents isantici­
pated aheadof barrier
island residents,"saida
statement fromthe Sher­
iff's Office.
Tanneralso hinted that

certain allowances could
bemade forresidents who
couldcontribute toclean­
upand recoveryefforts.
He didnot offer details.
Residents wholive on

Hilton HeadIsland, La­
dy's Island andthe coun­
ty's barrierislands are
guaranteedno entryat
this time, according to
Bob Bromage, spokesman
for theSheriff's Office.
The system isinfuriat­

ingmany evacuees, in­
cluding JoshGibson and
hisfamily, who started
their driveback home to

Beauforton Saturday.
They were stoppedthat

day at acheckpoint while
trying toget into thecoun­
ty andhad tomake ar­
rangements at ahotel in
Savannah. They were
there with other evacuees
fromcoastal Georgiaand
other parts ofSouth Car­
olina, allof whoreturned
home Sunday.
Gibson watchedTan­

ner's news conference
Sunday, learnedabout the
twoshelters being set up
anddecided not toeven
attempt todriveto
Beaufort.
He wasconfused.
"What I can'tunder­

stand is whatwe're sup­
posed todo, those ofus
who arestuck outside,

with the informationthat,
when weget to thecheck­
point ... that wemay or
may not beabletoget
back intoour homes."
"(Other counties in

SouthCarolina) seem to
wantto get their people
back asfast asthey
could,"he continued.
"Every othermunicipality
andcounty hasmanaged
tofind away towork with
their utilities andcitizens
inawaythat works for
everybody."
He saidhefelt like

someone who'd traveled
abroad without apassport
who wouldbeforced to
talk hisway in.
The "fiasco"that has

been re­entrywill factor
into hisdecision toevac­
uate for afuture hurri­

cane, headded.
"I'mnot getting burned

again,"hesaid, "and I'm
not goingtohave toan­
swer again tothe whims of
these countyofficials."
Gibson saidothers will

likely bethinking the
same thing, andthat, next
time, evacuation numbers
will "plummet."
"Andthat's going to

cost people's lives," he
said."Guaranteed."
Tannerurged patience

Sunday, addingthat it is
not knownwhen a return
for allwill bepossible.
"Iwish wehad a time

frame, but wedon't,"
Tannersaid.
The best thingpeople

can doright nowis stay
put ­whereverthey are,
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Tannersaid, addingthat
the countyhoped tohave
a "trickleeffect"of people
returning home.
The less trafficonthe

road, the betterwork
crewsare abletodo their
jobs, hesaid, addingthat
"threetimes" asmany
powerline workerswere
onBeaufort County's
streets Sunday compared
tothe day before.

Staff reporter Kelly
Meyerhoffercontributed
tothis article.
WadeLivingston:
843­706­8153,
@WadeGLivingston

SC0148 Beaufort Gazette
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 10/10/2016

Evacuees stillbeing sentto shelters
BY WADE LIVINGSTON wlivingston@islandpacket.com
41.38 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Beaufort, SC    Circulation: 11269

Page: 2

65006-10-10_1005.pdf

County: Beaufort



NORTHERNBEAUFORT COUNTY

Crewsworkingon
roads,powerlines
BeaufortMemorial Hospital reopenedits emergency

roomSunday. Beaufort andPortRoyal firefighters and
buildingcode officialsare assessingbuilding damage.

BYSTEPHEN FASTENAU

sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com

There isan emergency
roomand somepower,
andbusinessesare creep­
ingbackinto operationas
northernBeaufortCounty
works toreturn tonormal
followingadevastating
HurricaneMatthew.
Sunday broughtthe

soundofchainsaws as
crewsandresidents con­
tinuedtoclearroadways
andyardsof trees.Utility

crewsworkedon power
linesinBeaufort, Port
Royalandthe Sea Islands.
A7p.m.curfew re­

mained inplaceSunday
eveningthroughout Beau­
fortCounty.
Statetransportation

officialsclearedall of
northernBeaufortCoun­
ty'sbridgesfor travel
except Harbor River
Bridge.

Government offices and
BeaufortCountyschools
willbeclosed through at
leastTuesday. Beaufort's
CityCouncilmeeting
scheduledTuesday was
canceled.
BeaufortMemorial

Hospital'semergency
roomreopenedat noon
Sunday.
Openingthe facilityand

restoringpowertoessen­

tialareas were among the

SEEROADS,4A
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ROADS
issues Beaufort County
emergency personnel
addressed ahead ofre­
entry.
Power crews worked

throughoutnorthern
Beaufort Countytoclear
treesfrom powerlinesand
restore thepower grid.
Beaufort Memorial

Hospital experienced
someleaking due torain,
but the issues have been
repaired, hospital spokes­
woman CourtneyMcDer­
mottsaidSunday. The
hospital isrunning onfull
power, andoutpatient
medical services could
reopen byTuesday, presi­
dent andCEO Russell
Baxley said.
Gov. Nikki Haley at a

news conferenceSunday
saidthe hospitalsustained
structural and flooding

damage.
Beaufort­PortRoyal

firefighters went door­to­
door assessingdamages to
homesand businesses,
keeping alog at their Ri­
baut Road headquarters.
The city'sbuilding code
contractor willfollow up
onthe listand arrived
Sunday morning tobegin
looking at flooddamagein
problem areaslike Mossy
Oaksand thePoint neigh­
borhooddowntown.
Port Royal's building

inspector will conducta
similarprocess, but there
is lessdamage thaninthe
city, Town Manager Van
Willissaid.
The highest water mark

they had foundas of
lunchtime Sunday was2 1 /2

feet inagarage onBattery
Creek Road.

The PortRoyal Public
Works Department
workedwith the Greenery
toclearabout 30 locations
where treesareblocking
roads, Willissaid. Inmost
cases, there isaccess to
homesand businesses, he
said.
Greenery employees

picked updebris inNaval
Heritage Parkand
throughoutOld Village on
Sunday.
The town remainsunder

a 7p.m.to7a.m. curfew.
Meanwhile, somebusi­

nessesbegan showing
signs oflife.
The Shell gasstation at

First Boulevardand Ri­
baut Road began pumping
Sunday, andsomegas was
reportedon Boundary
Street. Lady'sIslandPu­
blix wasopen Sunday,

restricting the number of
customers initially.
Lowe's, Walmart and

Golden Corral onRobert
SmallsParkway were
working toreopen Sunday.
Beaufort Pharmacyand
Compounding across from
Beaufort MemorialHospi­
tal is open.
Emergency officials

expect medical callsto
begin once peoplereturn
and beginworking around
their homesor livingnear
treesweakened bythe
storm.
"Bewareyoumight

come back toahome you
can'tstay in," Beaufort­
Port RoyalFire Chief
Reece Bertholf said.

Stephen Fastenau:
843­706­8182,
@IPBG_Stephen
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STEPHEN FASTENAU sfastenau@beaufortgazette.com

A tree restson alightpoleandpowerlinesnearKmarton BoundaryStreet inBeaufort.
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BRENT SHARP Submitted

Atreerestson apickupinBeaufort.
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HURRICANE MATTHEW

'Daufuskie100'OKafter riding out
hurricaneonislandwith horses
Theresidentsof

DaufuskieIsland
weatheredHurricane
Matthew.MelroseLanding
andtheHaigPoint
communitydockwere
destroyed.

BY WADE LIVINGSTON

wlivingston@islandpacket.com

They're calling them­
selves the "Daufuskie
100" – the residents of
Daufuskie Island who
chose to stay behind and
successfully weathered
Hurricane Matthew.
Erica Marie Veit is one

of them. She and some of
the other island residents
gathered at the Sport­
sman's Lodge at Melrose
Resort on the small sea
island where, according to
Veit, they were on 16
acres of land – cleared
land, no trees – about 22
feet above sea level.
They made it. And so

did their comrades on
other parts of the island.

Gov. Nikki Haley, who
pleaded with island's 400
residents to evacuate the
island ahead of the storm,
confirmed the news at a
Sunday news conference.

"We're very pleased
and relieved to say that
everyone's been account­
ed for, and there's no
injuries," Veit said on
Sunday morning. "Even in
the cleanup efforts yester­
day, everyone was safe,
and no injuries were re­
ported."
Veit, executive director

of the Daufuskie Marsh
Tacky Society, was wor­
ried about her Marsh

Tacky horses.
The breed is native to

South Carolina's barrier
islands and is the state
heritage horse. There are
about 20 of the animals
on the island, she said,
split up between a few
owners. The horses, too,
survived unscathed.
Daufuskie itself didn't

fare as well.
The storm hit them

from the north, Veit said,
so the north end of the
island was most damaged.
Melrose Landing and

the Haig Point communi­
ty dock were both de­
stroyed, she said, adding
the Haig Point ferry sur­
vived, as did Freeport
Marina.
Most residents lost their

boats, Veit said, and river­
and ocean­oriented
homes at Haig Point had
four to five feet of water
underneath them.
Many parts of the island

still have one to two feet
of standing water from
the storm surge, Veit said,
but the water appears to
be receding.
"It's definitely devas­

tating here. The island
will never be the same,"
Veit said.
She said fuel and gener­

ators were needed so
residents could continue

cleanup efforts.
The U.S. Coast Guard is

continuing to survey the
area that includes Dau­
fuskie, according to
spokesperson Lt. James
Zorn.
"I know that area got

hit pretty hard down there
by Hilton Head," he said,
"And a lot of those mari­
nas down there had ex­
tensive damage."
Zorn confirmed that the

ferries themselves did not
sustain significant dam­
age, but he did not know
if they had resumed oper­
ation.
The damage assess­

ment is ongoing, he said,
but the area Daufuskie is
in was "hit harder than a
lot of other areas in South
Carolina."
Veit said cell phone

service was spotty on the
island. Residents have
been venturing down to
Freeport to make calls.
Veit stood there Sunday

morning looking at a boat
that had washed up onto
the concrete pier. That
boat had previously been
on a boat lift, she said,
illustrating the storm
surge the island experi­
enced.
On Thursday, as Mat­

thew was still making its

approach, between 40
and 50 Daufuskie resi­
dents met out front of the
General Store near
Marshside Mama's, Veit
said.
"Dave Hutton led the

meeting," she said, "and
we all took each others'
names and recorded
where everyone would be
(during the storm) so we
knew where everyone
was. We spoke about
concerns and talked about
good places to go and bad
places to go."
"And I think that con­

tributed to the success of
everyone weathering the
storm," she said.
While her horses con­

tributed to her decision to
stay, she also worried it
would be a long time
before she could get back
to Daufuskie if she evac­
uated on the last two
ferries to leave the island,
on Thursday afternoon
and Friday morning, re­
spectively.
Veit understood Haley's

concerns but said resi­
dents' decisions to stay
came down to calculated
risks.
"I think it's (Haley's)

job to communicate with
the public and err on the
side of caution," Veit said.
"And in that case I think
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everyone was informed
enough to make their own
decision.
"At the time we were

taking very calculated
risks," she said. "And I
wouldn't personally rec­
ommend that most people
stay. ... Mandatory evac­
uation was warranted."

Wade Livingston:
843­706­8153,
@WadeGLivingston

''IT'SDEFINITELYDEVASTATINGHERE.THEISLANDWILLNEVERBETHESAME.
Erica Marie Veit,Daufuskie Islandresident

Many ofthe residentsdecidedtostay onthe islandandrideout the storm.
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Photos by Daufuskie Marsh TackySociety

HurricaneMatthewrippeduptreesandcaused floodingonDaufuskieIsland. Residentstook inthe damageSunday.
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Sonsof Confederacy to
hosteventat York Tech,
upsettingmany in area
Sons ofConfederate Veterans planS.C. conventiononpublic

Rock Hill campus; college administratorsdidn'tknow about the
event.
BY ANDREW DYS

adys@heraldonline.com
ROCK HILL

Hundreds of Confederate
flags willbeon displayat York
Technical College earlynext
year –despite thepotential for
controversy andeven protestsa
year after theflag wasdumped
fromthe SouthCarolina state­
house –as theschool hoststhe
annual SouthCarolina conven­
tion ofthe Sonsof Confederate
Veterans.
The Sonsof Confederate

Veterans notonly use theCon­
federateflag intheir materials,
logosand banners, thegroup
refuses toacknowledgethat the
Civil Warwas foughtover the
Southwanting tokeepblacks in
slavery. The group opposedall
efforts totake down theflag in
SouthCarolina.
Studentenrollmentfiguresat

YorkTechnicalCollegeforthe
decadeleadinguptothisyear
showgenerallythestudentbody
ofmorethan5,000studentsis
aboutone­quarterblackeach
year.
Butuntil The Herald toldtop

administrators atthe school that
itsBaxterHood Center had
contracted with thegroup to
host the convention, adminis­
trationofficials didn't even
knowthat their conference
center had inkedadeal tohost
the conventioninMarch.
More, somearea leaderssay

Rock Hill andYork County
hosting aconvention foragroup
that flies suchadivisive and
inflammatory flagcoulddamage
the image ofthe area. RockHill
hasan official motto: "NoRoom
for Racism" andhonors civil

rightsprotesters initsroad
signs.In 2015 Rock Hill re­
versed convictions ofFriendship
Nineprotesters from1961 inan
eventthat was national news.
"With allthe unrest going on

inthis country,it would not bea
good look forYork Techor Rock
Hill andYork County,"said
William "Bump" Roddey, a
YorkTech alumnuswho isthe
onlyblack member ofYork
CountyCouncil. "Wehave
come along wayinthis area,
andthis re­inflames what weare
trying togetpast."
School officials havedeter­

mined that the Sonsof Confed­
erate Veterans –which believes
that the Southern causeinthe
Civil Warwas bothjust and

SEE DYS,5A
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DYS
proper –hasafirstamend­
ment righttoassemble.
The Hood center isowned
andoperated by thecol­
lege,astaterunschool
supported bytaxpayers.
"We areaware oftheir

emblemas potentially
controversial,but we are
apolitical,"said Melanie
Jones,vice­president for
collegeadvancement at
YorkTech.
The Sonsof Confeder­

ate Veterans hasalegiti­

materightto leasethe
spacefor the convention
March17 andMarch18,
Jones said.Other groups,
suchas the NAACPand
politicalcandidates, have
previously leased spaceat
the Hoodcenter.

However, those groups
donot arrive withapha­
lanxof Confederate flags
intow.
The school, after being

told ofthe eventbooking,
said it hasreviewed the
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contract and with aFriday
afternoonand Saturday
function inMarch, and
doesnot seeany disrup­
tion ofthe campusor
students goingto school
bythe event, Jones said.
The schoolmust balance
itscore mission ofserving
students with any event
oncampus, but for this
event, YorkTech "does
not seeasituationwhere
that balance is off­bal­
ance," Jonessaid.
The Confederate flag

hasbeen astate andna­
tional controversy for
decades. Formore than15
years,the NCAAand ACC
banned sports eventsafter
the NAACPurged aboy­
cott over SouthCarolina
flyingthe Confederate
flag.
SouthCarolina in2015

tookdown the same Con­
federatebattle flag that
the Sonsof Confederate
Veterans use inalltheir
materials andas partof
their logo. Thatwas done
bylegislators, afterapush
byGov.Nikki Haley,after
nine blackswere mur­
dered ataCharleston
church. The suspectis a
white supremacist and
Confederate flag support­
er whowanted tostart a
racewar.
Roddey, the YorkCoun­

tyCouncilmember, said
tuition andfeesfrom stu­
dents andtax dollarsfrom
the peopleof YorkCounty
andSouth Carolinasup­
port YorkTech.
"This isnot the image

we wantinYorkCounty,"
Roddey said.
FormillionsofAmer­

icans,theConfederateflag
isasymbolofslaveryand
racism.More,itisgenerally
accepted–exceptbyCon­

federateheritagegroups
suchastheSonsofConfed­
erateVeterans,andhate
groupsthatalsoflythe
Confederateflag–thatthe
warwasfoughtbecausethe
Southernstateswantedto
maintainandexpandthe
slaveryofblacksandreject­
edtheauthorityofthe
federalgovernmentto
prohitslavery.
Itisclearthatprivate

individualsandgroupssuch
astheSonsofConfederate
Veteranshaveeveryright
toflytheConfederateflag.
ButtheMarch2017con­
ventionwillbeonacam­
pusofapublicschoolsup­
portedbytaxdollars,Rod­
deysaid,andthepublic
andstudentbodyaresure
toseetheflagsthatmany
findoffensive.
Just last month, afeder­

aljudge inaMississippi
flagdispute wrotethat the
Confederate flag isan
"emblem ofslavery,
lynchings, painand white
supremacy."More, the
judgewrote that notjust
blacks areappalled bythe
Confederate battle flag.
SouthCarolina taking

down theConfederate flag
fromitsStatehouse was a
majornews event allover
the world–and yet taking
down theflag was exco­
riated bythe Sonsof Con­
federateVeterans. On its
website, the Sonsof Con­
federateVeterans say of
the Confederate flagin
SouthCarolina: "One
comes down,many go
up."
Yetthe Sons ofConfed­

erate Veterans saythere is
noconcern over their
annual meeting –despite
there being nodoubt that
the Confederate flagis
among the mostcontro­

versial symbolsinAmer­
ica–if notthe most divi­
sive. The conventionin­
cludes Confederate flag
backdrops, salesof Con­
federateflag items, andits
participantscarry the
flags. More,the group is
not opentothe public –
onlydescendants of Con­
federatesoldiers are eligi­
blefor membership.
Afterthe Charleston

killingsin June 2015 –but
beforethe statelegislature
andgovernor approved
taking downthe State­
house Confederate flag –
the Sonsof Confederate
Veterans denouncedthe
killings atanews confer­
ence hastilyassembled
under the Confederate
flag, but continued to
support theflag and
foughtthe billthat took it
down. The group alsohas
had skirmisheswith anti­
flag groupsin Pennsylva­
nia, Virginia,andother
statesafter people op­
posed theflag.
Bucky Sutton, comman­

derof the MicahJenkins
camp of theSons ofCon­
federateVeterans based in
Rock Hill andhost for the
stateconvention, said that
there is noconcern about
potentialprotests or any­
thing else, andthat the
group is about celebrating
the heritage ofitsmem­
bers. Suttonsaid that "I
amnot ashamed"of his
heritage of 44Confeder­
ate soldiers that promotes
the Confederacyand de­
nies the war asbeing
about slavery.
Sutton concededthat

the Confederate flagis
controversial but said
"thereis controversy in
almost anything. Black
Lives matter is contro­

versial," Suttonsaid.
More, Suttonsaid he is

"quite puzzled"why
anyone would evenbring
upany potential problems
with the grouprenting the
space. Thegroup believes
itsheritage is under siege
fromthose who would
rewritehistory –despite
overwhelming scholarship
that refutesthe groups
contention that the war
was notabout slavery. The
group has3,000 members
statewide but it remains
unclear how manywill
attendinMarch.
The S.C. Boardfor

Technical College Educa­
tion,which provides over­
sight for the state's16
technicalschools, has not
facedany such situation
before whereagroup that
espouses thecontroversial
Confederate flag rents
space foran event, said
Kelly Steinhilper,spokes­
person for thestate board.
The localcolleges have
"autonomy" tohandle
their ownaffairs suchas
hosting events, Steinhilper
said, andthere "isno
policy" atthe statelevel
concerning hosting a
group that uses as itsban­
nerand logo asymbol that
so many SouthCarolinians
find offensive.
Roddey, the YorkTech

alum andcouncilman,
said noone shouldbe
surprised ifthere arepro­
tests againstthe event.
The campussits inthe

city ofRock Hill, but Rock
Hill police havenot yet
received anyrequest for
extrasecurity, a depart­
ment spokesman said.

AndrewDys:
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''THISISNOTTHEIMAGEWEWANTIN
YORKCOUNTY.
William Roddey,aYorkTech alumnusandYork
Countycouncilmember

JOHN BAZEMORE AP

A protesterwavesaConfederatebattleflag infrontofthe South
CarolinastatehouseinColumbiatoprotest theremoval in2015 ofthe
emblemthat hadflowntherefor morethan50 years. Sonsof the
Confederacy foughtalleffortstohavetheflag taken down.
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SEANNAADCOX AP

Membersof theSouthCarolinaSecessionistPartyrallyat the StatehouseinColumbia
latelastyear. TheConfederatebattle flaghasbecomearally pointformany whoseeit
as partofthe state'shistory, whileothersseeitas a hurtful symbolofthe slave trade.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Power outages,
but no serious
damagelocally
Power outagemaps werelit

upthroughoutthe day forYork,
Chester and Lancastercounties,
butno serious accidentsor
damagewerereported.
BY TEDDY KULMALA

tkulmala@heraldonline.com
Morethanhalf a million pow­

er outageswere reportedacross
SouthCarolina late Saturday
afternoonas HurricaneMat­
thew continuedcreating havoc
onthe EastCoast.
Yorkand Chester counties

were released fromaflood
watchas skiescleared Saturday
afternoon.However, the area
remained under a windadvisory
until 2a.m.
Most ofthe areareceived

between 2and 3inches of rain
between Fridayand Saturday,
according toLauren Visin, a
meteorologist with theNational

WeatherService inGreenville.
The peak windgust inRock

Hill Saturday reached40 mph,
Visin said,but there were no
reports of tornadicactivity.
The S.C. Emergency Manage­

ment Division reported762,000
poweroutages around the state
late Saturday afternoon.
Atonepoint, morethan

3,000customers were without
powerinFort Mill after an out­
age that beganaround 9:30 a.m.
Power for those customers was
restored beforenoon.
Clusters oflocal outagesspot­

tedDuke Energy'smap
throughoutthe day Saturday. A

Duke spokesperson said it high
winds weresending trees and
limbs down onto powerlines
around the Charlotte areaSat­
urday.
Duke Energy reportedat 6

p.m. that it hadmore than
525,000 customersaffected,
including 156,800inSouth
Carolina.
Nearly 70 customers near

SouthMarket StreetinLancas­
ter lostpower around 5:45 a.m.
andwere stillinthe dark at 5:30
p.m.

SEE MATTHEW,7A
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MATTHEW
One outagenearLan­

caster SuperSpeedway
around 1:50 p.m.cut off
powerfor 260 customers.
Duke Energy's website
attributedthe outage to
"fallentrees orlimbs da­
maging ourequipment."
Someof the damage

fromMatthew canbe
extensive, and outages
may last for aconsid­
erableamount oftime,
said BobbySimpson, Duke
Energy'sstorm director.
"In someof theharder

hit areas, weexpect to

havetorebuild portionsof
oursystem beforewe can
restore power,and that
takes time,"he said inan
email Saturday. "We ask
ourcustomers tostay safe
andbe patient. Tomorrow
may beabright,sunny
day, but that won'terase
the damagebeing done
today."
Simpson said linecrews

canbegin repairs assoon
as thestorm passes and
wind speedsdrop below
39mph. However,for
safety reasons, crews

cannot performelevated
work inbuckettrucks if
wind speedsare more
than30 mph.
YorkElectric Cooper­

ative had spotty outages
throughoutthe day, and
was reporting180 mem­
bers withoutpower at6:45
p.m. Saturday.
Stateand localofficials

were urging residentsto
bewareof acyber scam
related toHurricaneMat­
thew. The email messages
ask thevictimstoclick on
alink toget moreinfor­

mation about outages and
damage.
"Attackers aresending

out emails regarding up­
dated storm information
suchas listsof flooding
areas, projected paths and
damage images,"theYork
CountySheriff's Office
said inaFacebook post
Saturday. "The emails
attempt togettheuser to
click alink that is actually
infecting theuserswith
malware."
Gov.Nikki Haley

warned residentsabout
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the email scamduring her
pressconference Sat­
urday.
"Ifyoudo notknow the

person sendingyouthe
email, deleteit,"shesaid.
No majoraccidents or

damages werereported
around York Countyasof
late Saturday. Deputy
ChiefMark Simmons said
the Rock Hill Fire Depart­
ment responded tofive
callsfor powerlines down
or trees down onpower
lines.
No roadclosures have

been reportedinthe area
so far, according tothe
S.C. Department of Trans­
portation.
The hurricane contin­

ueditsmarch alongthe
Atlantic coastSaturday,
lashing twoof the South's
most historic citiesand
someof itsmost popular
resort islands,flattening
trees, swamping streets
andknocking outpower to
hundreds ofthousands.
The storm was blamed

for at least 10 deathsin
Florida, Georgia and
NorthCarolina. Initslong
wake, it also leftat least
470 deadinHaitiinone
hard­hit district alone,

according toofficials, with
other strickenareas still
unreachablefour days
after the disasterstruck.
Matthewraked Georgia

and SouthCarolinawith
torrentialrain andstiff
winds,and –for thefirst
time initsrunup theU.S.
coastline –itsstorm center
blewashore, makingland­
fallnorth of Charleston,
nearthe townof McClel­
lanville, whereit caused
serious flooding.
Up until then, thecen­

ter, or eye, mercifully
stayed justfarenough out
at seathat coastal commu­
nities didn't feelthe full
forceof Matthew's winds.
As the storm passedone
city afteranother, the
reactionwas reliefthat
things werenowhere near
as badas manyfeared.
"We areall blessed that

Matthewstayed offour
coast," FloridaGov.Rick
Scottsaid."We are
blessed that wedidn't
haveadirecthit."
As of 2p.m., Matthew–

bysome measuresthe
most powerfulhurricane
tomenace the U.S. in
morethan adecade –was
justbarely ahurricane,

with winds of75 mph,and
was hitting MyrtleBeach,
andWilmington, N.C.Its
winds weredown from
145mphwhen it roared
into Haiti.
From there,the storm

was expectedtoveer out
tosea andloopback
around through theBaha­
mas and towardFlorida,
thoughas abarely notice­
ablewave.
NorthCarolina Gov.Pat

McCrorywarned people
not tolet their guarddown
justbecause Matthew was
losing steam.
As the hurricane began

making itsexit,it looked
as ifforecasters had got­
tenit right. Matthew
stayed nearthemiddle of
the NationalHurricane
Center map's "coneof
uncertainty" as it scraped
the coast.Forecasters
defended the large­scale
evacuations.
"What would yourather

haveas thealternative?"
said Colorado StateUni­
versitymeteorology pro­
fessor Phil Klotzbach.
InSavannah, Ga.,a

historic town ofmoss­
draped squares andante­
bellum mansions, flood­

waters several feetdeep
submerged along stretch
of PresidentStreet,which
linksdowntown tothe
highwayto Georgia's
Tybee Island. A homeless
woman wasseen stagger­
ingthrough waters upto
her neck.
The shiveringwoman

madeit to thewater's
edge. A bystander handed
her asheet,which she
wrapped around her neck.
A CoastGuard hel­

icoptercrew rescueda
man strandedonasail­
boat inariver nearTybee
Island. NorthCarolina
officials said they had to
rescue severalpeople from
carsand homes.
Matthewalso brought

someof the highesttides
onrecordalong theSouth
Carolina coast.Streets in
Charleston –acity of
handsome pre­Civil War
homes, churchsteeples
andromantic carriage
rides–were flooded.

Wire servicescontributed to
thisreport
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TRACYKIMBALL tkimball@heraldonline.com

MichelleandBilly Brownfight to gettheir umbrella down after agust
of windturnedit insideout Saturday asthe couplewalked totheir car
at Target.

MICHAEL PRONZATO AP

ChristopherDangerfield,MichaelLanning, Jamey,Rick,andJoeBannonstandontheirporchafterHurricaneMatthewcausedfloodingon
Saturday inCharleston.Majordamages kepttothecoastwhileYork,LancasterandChestercountiesmostlyescapedwithpoweroutages.
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TRACY KIMBALL tkimball@heraldonline.com

Four­year­oldStory Warner, center, and6­year­oldKnox Warnerwalk hand­in­hand
throughtherainat TargetSaturday whileshoppingwiththeirgrandmother.
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Hackers use storm
to attack computers
KIRK BROWN
KIRK.BROWN@INDEPENDENTMAIL.COM

COLUMBIA ­ Hackers are
using Hurricane Matthew as
a ruse to access the comput­
ers of South Carolina resi­
dents, Gov. Nikki Haley an­
nounced Saturday morning.

"We have a cyber situation
that is going on," Haley said
during a briefing at the state's

Emergency Operations Cen­
ter in West Columbia.

She said people are receiv­
ing emails offering to provide
updates on power outages.

When people click on a link
in the emails, Haley said, the
hackers "get into your com­
puter."

"If you do not know the per­
son sending you the email, de­
lete it," she said.
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