
Gitmodetainees
TheObamaadministra­

tion'sprotractedpushtoclose
theprisonatGuantanamo
Bay,Cuba,andmovethe
terrorsuspectsdetainedthere
toaU.S.populationcenterhas
alwaysbeenludicrousatbest,
recklessatworst.Yetthepres­
identrefusestoabandonthat
ill­advisedquest,despitebi­
partisancongressionalprohi­
bitionsonputtingthosepris­
onersanywhereinournation.
Soitwasworththetripto

CapitolHillforGov.Nikki
Haleytotestifybeforethe
HouseHomelandSecurity
SubcommitteeonOversight
andManagementEfficiency
onThursday.Shedelivered
anotherforcefulreminderthat
SouthCarolinafirmlyrejects
thefollyofplacingterrorde­
taineesattheCharleston
ConsolidatedNavalBrigin
Hanahan­afacilitywithina
boomingtri­countyareathat
isnowhometomorethan
720,000people.
Yetthebrigisoneofthe

U.S.sitesthattheDefense
Department,atthedirection
oftheWhiteHouse,haseval­
uatedasapotentialnewhome
forterrorsuspectsfromGit­
mo.
Gov.Haleytoldthesub­

committeeThursday:"You
couldpaythestateofSouth
Carolinatohosttheseterror­
ists,andwewouldn'ttake
them.Foranyamountof
money."…
Gov.Haleyfairlystressed,

too,thatSouthCarolina­and
Charleston­sawmorethan
enoughofthefaceofhate
withlastJune'smassmurder
atCharleston'sMotherEma­
nuelAMEChurch.

–Post&Courier
Charleston
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...................................................................................................................

Haley: "We needthisdoneyesterday"
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BY LUCASHIGH

lhigh@islandpacket.com

The Jasper Ocean Ter­
minal isprojected tobe
readytooperate by
around 2025,but S.C.
Gov. Nikki Haley saysshe
wantsthe port upand
running sooner.
Haley calledfor the

estimated$4.5 billion
projecttobe fast­tracked
at ameeting Monday in
Ridgeland,where shewas
byjoined acadre of con­
sultants, elected officials,
projectdirectors andstate
port authority leaders.
"We needthis done

yesterday," shesaid.
Shavingafewyearsoff

theprojecttimelinewill
allowtheJasperOcean
Terminaltobereadywhen
thenearbyportsinChar­
lestonandSavannahcan
nolongerhandletheir
cargodemands,Haleysaid.
MichaelRieger,project

managerwiththeconsult­
ingfirmMoffattandNi­
chol,saida2013studyof
bothportsdeterminedthat
"byabout2025,thetwo
portswillhavereached

theirmaximumcapacity."
ButHaley saidshe

"wouldbeshocked" ifthe
Savannah and Charleston
ports don'treach maxi­
mum capacityearlier.
While sheacknowledged

that itis"going tobe an
uphill,steep climb" toen­
sure theJasper port is oper­
ationalbefore 2025, Haley
said thestate "need(s)tobe
infrontof this."
Riegersaid,"Thegover­

norisabsolutelyright­we
needtopressveryhard....
Butatthispointintime,
(2025)isourbestforecast."
The port andits imme­

diatefacilities willsit on
1,500 acresof recovered
dredge materialinthe
southernmostportion of
Jasper County, nearthe
Tybee National Wildlife
Refugeat the mouth of
the Savannah River.
Atfull build­out,the

Jasper facilitywill have
the capacitytohandle
three timesthe amountof
cargo currentlymoving
throughCharleston's port,
Rieger said.

While the facilitysitsin
SouthCarolina, it will be
operated throughajoint
venture with Georgia.
Anagreement solidi­

fyingthat partnership was
signed last yearby offi­
cialsfromboth states.
While SouthCarolina

andGeorgia leaders have
not alwaysseen eye­to­eye
onthe project,Haley said
shehas witnessed "acom­
ingtogether ofboth sides
to(determine)what we
have todoget this moving
forward."
Currently,thatmeans

workingwithU.S.Army
CorpsofEngineerstostudy
thepotentialenvironmental
impactsoftheproject.
"We areinthe process

right nowof hiringathird­
partycontractor …tohelp
preparean environmental
impactstudy," Nat Ball
with theCorps' Char­
leston­based specialpro­
jectsteam saidMonday.
Ballsaid thegoal is

selectthat contractor
beforethe endof May.
Theenvironmental

study,alongwiththeper­
mittingandregulatory
processrequiredbythe
federalgovernment,will
likelytakeatleastfour
years,officialsestimate.In
themeantime,Haleysaid
stateandlocalleadersmust
worktogettheirducksina
row"sothatwearewaiting
oneveryoneelseandno
oneiswaitingonus."
Partof that preparation

includesstarting toput
"moneyinsavings and
(budgeting) howmuch we
aregoing toneed forthe
Jasper port,"she said.
"That waythe Corps nev­
er hastoquestion (wheth­
er thestate)can really do
this."
Haley also vowed to

maintainahighlevelof
cooperation with Georgia
officials. "(Georgia) Gov.
(Nathan) Deal andIstay
inconstant contact,"she
said."We arenotgoingto
let this fall."

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas
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Student says
bathroom bill
discussion can
be educational
Aiken resident talks
living as a transgender
BY MAAYAN SCHECHTER
mschechter@aikenstandard.com
For a 20­year­old Aiken County college student, it

was never an issue of feeling trapped inside of his body,
but more of an acknowledgment that he needed to be
the person he truly always was and is.
Kory identifies as a male, but was born with female

sex organs. He asked that the Aiken Standard not iden­
tify his last name.
A student at Aiken Technical College, Kory said he

probably started to feel more male than female around
the fifth grade. That's when he started to cut his hair
short and started wearing more "guy" clothes, he said.
"But I didn't say anything really about it until about

high school," he said.
From there, Kory came out to his friends first, calling

it a "great experience." The second person, his mom.
"My mom wasn't really freaked out by it, but was

more like, 'That's expensive,' and 'I'm going to lose my
daughter,"' Kory said. "She's become a lot more open

to it. My sister was pretty much the same."
Kory would come out a couple of times through his

transition, as the transition for him was just as much of
a process as telling family and friends about it.
"I can remember being in somewhere around 12th

grade, and just going to my mom and saying, 'Mom,
I'm serious about this,"' he said.
With the death of what has been called the "transgender

bathroom bill," Kory, like others, are calling its aftermath
an educational opportunity.
Overall, Kory said his coming out experience was

positive, and that telling people was every bit as free­
ing.
"I wouldn't say I felt trapped, but I did feel, like, upset

that I wasn't born a guy," he said. "I think my transition

Please see BILL,Page 9A

BILL
CONTINUED from 1A
for me has been a really cool ex­
perience. This isn't a fad or any­
thing. It's really opened me up to
a new community, and I really
like educating people on it."
On Monday, Kory stood

beside his sister in downtown
Aiken, acknowledging that with
more people knowing he identi­
?es as a transgender person, the
more names he likely may be
called.
"But I need to speak up for my

community. I need to show it's
OK to be a transgender person,"

he said. "It's 2016. This isn't the
1960s."
Last week, primary sponsor

Sen. Lee Bright found himself
without the necessary votes to
push a bill out of a Senate com­
mittee that would bar people
from using public restrooms,
changing rooms and locker
rooms that do not correspond
with their biological sex.
The bill also would have

barred local governments from
passing legislation in direct con­
?ict of the bill.

S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley called
the bill "unnecessary."
Bright's bill followed similar

legislation in North Carolina,
that has since become law.
The law in North Carolina
has drawn criticism from sev­
eral musicians including Bruce
Springsteen, who canceled
planned tour stops, and PayPal,
which pulled its plans to open a
400­employee operation center
in Charlotte.
More states also have ?led or

passed similar legislation.

The bill's proponents said the
piece of legislation is necessary
and would protect particularly
children and women from pedo­
philes and men posing as wom­
en to enter women­only areas.
Roger Rollins, the executive

director of the Family and Mar­
riage Coalition of Aiken, told
the Aiken Standard North Caro­
lina's law is "common sense"
and would ensure privacy for
men and women.
Opponents of South Carolina's

bill said, if passed, the bill could
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illicit harassment or even vio­
lence.
In a PFLAG meeting last

week, Dr. Christopher F. Dre­
scher, who works at the Medical
College of Georgia, presented a
general overview of frequently
asked questions about being
transgender to a room of about
20 to 30 people.
PFLAG stands for Parents,

Families, Friends and Allies
United with LGBTQ people.
The national organization unites
"people who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer
(LGBTQ) with families, friends,
and allies," according to its
website.
Drescher said the percentage

of people who are transgender
and experience violence and
sexual assault is grossly under­
estimated, but around 43 to 60
percent of transgender people
are victims of violence and 43 to
46 percent are victims of sexual
assault.
Kory said he hasn't experi­

enced negative incidents in Ai­
ken County, but knows it's not

that way for every person who
identi?es as transgender.
"I really thought I would be

terri?ed to come out to my
mom. I kept thinking, 'What
if she kicks me out?'" he said.
"But, my mom would never do
that. I've seen all of these stories
about people getting kicked out
and their friends not talking to
them."
Kory has not gone through the

full transition to male. Transi­
tional surgery can be expensive,
as many insurance companies
don't cover them, he said.
And until he can get the mon­

ey coupled with the bill holding
at stalemate, Kory said he won't
use men's restrooms out of fear.
"I am scared that someone is

going to try to beat me up," he
said. "I think I'll wait (to use the
men's bathroom) until my tran­
sition becomes more masculine.
I think if people start to see us
as human, as people who also
struggle, go through challenges,
I think people would open up
to the idea of a transgender
person."

Kory said he knows the accep­
tance of the transgender com­
munity can take time. But, he
said, "get with the times."
"... It's 2016. You shouldn't be

discriminating anymore. There
are interracial couples, there are
gay couples. Let trans people be
trans."

Maayan Schechter is the
digital news editor with the
Aiken Standard. Follow her on
Twitter @MaayanSchechter.

STAFF PHOTO BY MICHAEL SMITH

Kory, an Aiken Technical College student, said com­
ing out as transgenderopened him uptoanew com­
munity. He called the experience positive.
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Kory, a student at Aiken Technical College, believes the aftermath of the death of the "trans­
gender bathroom bill" can be a learning and educational opportunity.
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VICE PRESIDENTIAL POSSIBILITIES

Big names to rump:
Don t pick me tor VP
BY PATRICK HEALY
AND ASHLEY PARKER

New York Times News Service

It's a time­honored tradi­
tion for politicians to deny
any interest in the vice
presidency. But this year,
with the possibility of Don­
ald Trump as the Repub­
lican nominee, they really
mean it.

"Never," said Chris
Schrimpf, a spokesman for
Gov. John Kasich of Ohio,
who is still running against
Trump. "No chance."
"Hahahahahahahaha­

ha," wrote Sally Bradshaw,
a senior adviser for Jeb
Bush, when asked if he
would consider it.
"Scott Walker has a

visceral negative reaction
to Trump's character," said
Ed Goeas, a longtime ad­
viser for the Wisconsin

governor.
Or, as Sen. Lindsey Gra­

ham put it, "That's like
buying a ticket on the Ti­
tanic."
A remarkable range of

leading Republicans, in­
cluding Gov. Nikki Haley
of South Carolina and Sen.
Jeff Flake of Arizona, have
been emphatic publicly or
with their advisers and

allies that they do not want
to be considered as

Trump's running mate.
The recoiling amounts to a
rare rebuke for a front­

runner: Politicians usually
signal that they are not
interested politely through
back channels, or submit to
the selection process, if
only to burnish their na­

tional profiles.
But Trump has a singular

track record of picking
fights with obvious poten­
tial running mates like Sen.

Marco Rubio of Florida,
who has indicated a lack of

interest in the vice presi­
dency generally and has
yet to reconcile with
Trump publicly. Haley and
another potential pick,
Gov. Susana Martinez of

New Mexico, have sharply
criticized Trump and do
not want to be associated

with his sometimes­angry
tone, according to advisers
and associates who have
spoken with these Repub­
licans.

Several Republican con­
sultants said their clients
were concerned that

Trump's unusually high
unfavorable ratings with all
voters and his unpopularity
among women and His­
panics could doom him as
a general election candi­
date and damage their own
future political prospects if
they were on his ticket.
Still, elected officials do

have a way of coming
around to the vice presi­
dency, and Trump said in
an interview Saturday that
he was in the early stages
of mending fences and
building deeper relation­
ships with leading Repub­
licans. And in a sign of
growing acceptance that
Trump is their likely nomi­
nee, several Republicans

made it clear that they
would join him on the
ticket because they think
he can win, or because they
regard the call to serve as
their duty.
Newt Gingrich, the

former House speaker, as
well as Sen. Jeff Sessions of
Alabama and retired neu­

rosurgeon Ben Carson,
said in interviews that they
would consider joining the
ticket if Trump offered.
Two governors, Chris
Christie of New Jersey and
Mary Fallin of Oklahoma,
have also told allies that

they were open to being
Trump's running mate.
"If a potential president

says I need you, it would be
very hard for a patriotic
citizen to say no," Gingrich
said. "People can criticize a
nominee, but ultimately
there are very few exam­
ples of people turning
down the vice presidency."
Trump, who could well

become the presumptive
Republican nominee on
Tuesday by winning the
Indiana primary, is just
starting to mull vice presi­
dential prospects and has
no favorite in mind, he said
in the interview. Trump
said he wanted someone

with "a strong political
background, who was well
respected on the Hill, who
can help me with legisla­
tion, and who could be a
great president."
He declined to discuss

potential picks in any de­
tail, but he briefly praised
three governors as possible
contenders — Kasich,
Christie and Rick Scott of
Florida — and said he
would also consider candi­

dates who were women,
black or Hispanic. (A
spokeswoman for Scott
said he was focused on

being governor.)
Asked if he was sur­

prised about the array of
Republicans who are un­
comfortable being his
running mate, Trump said:
"I don't care. Whether
people support or endorse
me or not, it makes zero
influence on the voters.

Historically, people don't
vote based on who is vice

president. I want someone
who can help me govern."
A cross section of lead­

ing Republicans agree that
his most sensible choice
would be an experienced
female governor or sen­
ator, given that he would
most likely face Hillary
Clinton in November and

need support from a major­
ity of white women to
offset her strong support
among blacks and Hispan­
ics. Yet Clinton is ahead of

Trump with white women
by double­digit percent­
ages, according to a recent
CBS poll.
The pool of Republican

women in major offices is
relatively small, and
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Trump has alienated some
of them. Haley denounced
him for not quickly dis­
avowing support from
former Ku Klux Klan lead­

er David Duke, and Marti­

nez has criticized his re­

marks about Hispanics.
As a political novice,

Trump will be widely
judged on whom he choos­
es because voters and

other Republican leaders
will look to his pick to
evaluate his priorities for
the kind of advisers he

would want as president.

"hahahahahahahahaha; wrote
SALLY BRADSHAW, A SENIOR ADVISER
FOR JEB BUSH, WHEN ASKED IF HE
WOULD CONSIDER BEING DONALD
TRUMP'S RUNNING MATE,
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Haleyto attend statusmeeting
Gov. Nikki Haley is

scheduledtoparticipate in
apublic meeting onthe
status ofthe Jasper Ocean
Terminalat 10:30a.m.
Monday.
The meeting will beheld

at theJasper County Gov­
ernment Building,third
floor council chambers,
358 Third Ave.,Ridgeland.
Haley will bejoinedby

members ofthe Jasper
CountyCouncil, members
of theboard of directors of

the SouthCarolinaPorts
Authority, JasperOcean
TerminalJoint Project
Officeofficials and state
legislators todiscussthe
progress ofthe Jasper
Ocean TerminalProject,
according toanews re­
lease.
The Jasper County

Chamber ofCommerce is
holding aluncheon Mon­
day afternoon toprovide
memberswith a portup­
date.
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Haley:Feds haveleft
South Carolinain dark
onGuantanamo
BY MEGKINNARD

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Gov. Nikki Haley on
Thursday criticized the
federal government for
keepingher inthe dark
about plans topotentially
transfer Guantanamo
detainees toSouthCar­
olina, tellingaU.S. House
panelthat she hasheard
nodetails about whatshe
says couldbedetrimental
for herstate.
"They've handled this

very much ontheir own
andhave notincluded us
inthe process,"Haley told
aU.S. House Homeland
Securitysubcommittee
examining theimplica­
tions ofmoving prisoners
tocertain communities.
Haley hasbeen out­

spoken inheropposition
totransferring the80
remainingdetainees from
the prison inGuantanamo
Bay, Cuba. OnThursday,
shetold lawmakers that
Defense Department offi­

cialssurveyed theNaval
brig 15 milesfromChar­
leston but have saidnoth­
ingabout whether they
stillconsidering bringing
prisoners there.
Haley saidsomeof her

concerns about housing
the detainees inSouth
Carolina comefrom a
marketingstandpoint: She
saidshewould have a
hard timerecruiting for­
eigninvestors with terror­
ist suspects atthe brig.
Knowing that dangerous
individuals arenearby,
Haley said,could also
make travelershesitant to
visitSouth Carolina.
The governor also refer­

enced turmoilinthe after­
mathof thebrutal slayings
of ninemembers ofa
historic black churchlast
summer, sayingthat the
stateis stillrecoveringand
shouldn't have todeal
with morehate or apoten­
tial terror threat.
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Port envisioned
by 2025, Haley
wants it yesterday
Associated Press
RIDGELAND ­ Gov. Nikki Haley said Mon­

day she expects lawmakers in South Carolina and
Georgia will have to start banking money to help
pay for a joint port terminal on the Savannah River,
a terminal consultants expect will be needed by 2025
and which Haley said she would've liked to have had
yesterday.
Haley met with local officials and representatives

from both states Monday to get an update on the Jas­
per Ocean Terminal, a 1,500­acre terminal planned
for a site in Jasper County on the South Carolina
river, downstream from Savannah.
The first phase, expected to cost about $2 billion, is

now expected to be needed by 2025 when container
capacity ­ space to stack containers ­ at termi­
nals in South Carolina and Georgia begins to run
out. Haley said with the growing economies of both

states, capacity could begin running out before then.
Monday's briefing was to have been last fall to

mark a milestone in the decade­long Jasper project,
when planners applied for an Army Corps of Engi­
neers permit. Haley said there was no time for an
observance then because the state was recovering
from historic rains and flooding.
Several years ago, South Carolina lawmakers set

aside $300 million to pay the state's share of the $510
million deepening of the Charleston Harbor ship­
ping channel and Haley said assurances the money
was in place helped speed the project.
She said she talks frequently with Georgia Gov.

Nathan Deal, and both states plan a similar approach
in paying for the Jasper Terminal, for which fed­
eral money might also be available. The project
would greatly expand capacity for the steel con­
tainers.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley speaks with
reporters Monday outside the Jasper County
office building in Ridgeland after a briefing
on a $4.5 billion container terminal South
Carolina and Georgia are jointly building on
the Savannah River.
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