April 11, 1979 EXHIBIT B

TO: Mr. Joseph 0. Hopers, .Jt' » Chairman, Task Force on Institutional and
Sector Missions {

FROM: Hubert D. Ostesn, JT’ {FI‘I"'Ilt'I"-.'TlJ bpen_ml Comittee to Make Recommenda-
tions with respect tothe Proposal from Greenville Technical College

At the Task Force meeting on January 18, 1979, vou appointed this Special
Committee, to be made up of Dr. Wallace E. Anderson, Dr. Robert C. Edwards,
Lr. James R. Morris, Jr., and I, M. Maceo Nance, Jr., and me. T was clected
Chairman by my fellow members. Subsequently, Dr. Edwards notified us that
he was not able to attend the first called meeting of the Committee, and you
veleased him from this assigmment, asking Dr. Charles B. Vail to take that seat
on the Committee. This constitutes the final report of the Comittee to the
Task TForce, aml is subaitted on behalf of the Committee.

The Committee has held three meetings. At the first, held on February 15,
1979, the Committee heard @ presentation by Dr. Thomas E. Barton, Jr., President
of Greenville Technical Collegpe, describing his plans for the introduction of
three baccalaureate degree programs at the Collepe.  The Committee held a second
meating on April 4, following which a report of the Committee’s conclusions was
drafted and circulated to the members for study. The Committee held its thirvd
mesting on April 11 to complete this report. The Committee has, in addition to
its formal meetings, carefully studied pertinent documents which it requested and
which were mude available to each member by the Commission staff. These included
the Following:

1) A copy of the original "Feasibility Study," prepared by Greenville
Technical Collepe, dated Aogust, 1977,

2] A copy of the proposal first submitted to the CHE by Greenville
Technical College in February, 1978.

3) A copy of the staff analysis and vecomrendation with respect to
item (2) to the Commission, dated February 22, 1978.
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mher 15, 1978, from Mr. Dudley to
o resolution adopted by the State
chensive Education.

4) A copy of a letter dated Ko
Mr. Swanson with a copy of t
Board for Technical and Cos

3) A copy of a resolution dated September, 1977, from the State

6} A copy of a resolution adopted by the South Carolina Advisory
Council on Vecational and Technical Education at its repular
meeting on Movember 16, 1977.

The Comnittes recommends that Greenville Technical College not be authorized to
alter its mission amnd offer baccalaureate degree programs, or to offer upper-division
courses.  The State system of two-year Technical Colleges and Technicol BEducation
Centeors has a mission which is approved and supported by the State Board for
Technical and Comprehensive Education and the Commissicn, and is included in the
legislative acts under which those institutions operate. Changes in that mission
therefore ought to be authorized only in the presence of a clear and compelling need.

The proposal offered by Greenville Technical College does not provide
pridence of a conpelling need to alter the mission u['_ that institution by
authorizing the three specific baccalanreate degree programs which are proposed.

The proposal is deficient in the following major respects:
1) ‘The possible role other senior institutions, both public and independent,
in the area might play in meeting whatever unmet needs do exist in the
Greenville area was not taken into adequate account.

2} The surveys purporting to demonstrate need for the proposed programs
were not well designed for the purpose, and, what is perhaps more
importaznt, were restricted in the main to potential employers in
Greenville and the imeediate avea only.

5} The curriculim design is deficient. Not only is no general education
to be provided, but few il anv clectives are provided in ﬂﬁ}r of the

three programs.  Graduntes of sech narrowly-focussed propgrams wouled
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be at a competitive disadvantage in the job market in competition

with gradustes of similar prograns From more comprehensive institu-

itation by either the Southern Association

tions.
of Colleges and Schools, or by appropriate professional bodies

which accredit degree programs, would be expected to be difficult to
obtain wnder these conditions: Accreditation, whatever its faults,

is a recognition of at least minimal quality.

The threc programs as proposed would exist within the institution

in isolation From each other: one in an engincering technolopy,

one in a science-related arvea, and one in a business-related areq.

No interaction meong the three is evidently considered necessary by

the College.  The potential for additional program "nceds™ to
supplement or to avgment those now requested is obvious. The

possible future directions which the College might take are uncharted.
The probable impact of the proposed baccalaurcate degree programs

on the existing, or future, programs at Greenville Technical College
leading to associate degrees, diplomas or certificates is inadequately
discussed,

The probable costs of the propossd prograns are understated, especially
in the major areas of mumbers of faculty requived (and the levels of
compensation necessary to recruit faculty of high quality), in equip-

ment needs and in the area of adequate library resources.

these major reasons, we consider the proposal by Greenville Technical

be an inadeauate base on which to initiate State-supported haccalaureate

degree programs in Greenville--at Greenville Tealnical Collese or through scme
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other mechanism. The Committes also takes note of the public opposition to
the proposal cxpressed by the State RBoard for Technical and Comprehensive
Education, The State Development Boavd, and the Advisory Council for Vocational
and Technical Education.

The fact remains that Greenville is a major urban center in which no
Srate-supported programs leading to the baccalaureate decree are now offored.

This is the principal message of the Feasibility Study prepared in August, 1977,

by the Greenville Technical Collepe staff.  But this study does not address
miny 0f the substantive questions that must be assessed chjectively il a
raticnal decision is to be made concerning the necessity, or lack of nocessity,
that the State provide such programs in Greenville. For example, an analysis
should be made of the projected distribution of the population of the area,
both by ape aml by location within the county. For another, the impact of the
two existing public senior institutions already in the area--Clemson University
and USC-Spartanburg--needs to be taken into full account.

The Committes thercFore recommends that, as a part of its on-poing planning
process mandated by Act 410 (1978), the Comiission undertake such a study of the
Greenville area, to detemmine whether or not State-supported postsecondary educa-
tinn at the baccalaureate level should be provided din Greenville; and if so, how

that opportunity might best be offered.



