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The 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st
CCLC) initiative is the only federal funding source
dedicated exclusively to before-school, afterschool and
summer learning programs. Each state education agency
receives funds based on its share of Title [ funding for low
-income students. Funds are also allocated to territories
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 21st CCLC
programs provide the following services to students
attending high-poverty, low-performing schools:

e Academic enrichment activities that help students
meet state and local achievement standards;

e A broad array of additional services designed to
reinforce and complement the regular academic
program; and

e Literacy and related educational development ser-
vices to the families of children who are served in
the program. (U.S. Department of Education)
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Given the large demand for quality afterschool, before-school Teacher Reported Outcomes’
and summer learning programs, and the potentially high cost

of adding time to the school day, 21st CCLC programs are a All Grades

wise investment. Unfortunately, current legislation could 72%

result in fewer communities having access to these quality 68%

programs. Of particular interest to afterschool providers has
been the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) waivers that offer
states flexibility around the mandates of the 10-year-old law.
The optional 11th waiver would allow 21st CCLC funds to be
used to lengthen the school day, week or year. This is
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Current funding levels do not come close to meeting the
nationwide demand:

e 22 million kids are eligible to attend 21st CCLC programs
nationally, but funding allows for only 1.6 million to
participate. (National Center for Education Statistics)

e There are 18.5 million children in the United States

whose parents would enroll them in an afterschool
program if one were available. (dmerica After 3PM, 2009)

e Onlyl out of 3
Over the last 10 years, $4 billion in local grant requests

local requests for funding is awarded.

were denied because of the lack of adequate federal funding
and intense competition. (Learning Point Associates, 2012)

e The federal government contributes only 11 percent of
the cost of afterschool, while 29 percent of children in
afterschool meet the federal government’s definition of low-

income and in need of federal assistance. (Roadmap to After-

school for All: Examining Current Investments and Mapping Fu-
ture Needs, 2009)
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Funding History
(U.S. Department of Education)
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Fiscal Year Amount Appropriated Amount Authorized
1998 540 million n/a
2002 51 billion $1.25 billion
2007 5981 million 52.5billion
2010 $1.166 hillion $2.5 billion
2011 $1.154 hillion 52.5 billion
2012 $1.152 billion $2.5 billion
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The Afterschool Alliance is

working to ensure that all children

have access to affordable, quality

afterschool programs. The nation's leading
voice for afterschool, the Afterschool Alliance
is the only organization dedicated to raising

awareness of the importance of afterschool programs
and advocating for more afterschool investments.
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