
Wait­and­see approachon
seismic testing,offshoredrilling

BYMAYAT. PRABHU
mprabhu@thesunnews.com

Grand Strand elected offi­
cials at Wednesday's Coastal
Alliance meeting said they
think it's best to take a wait­
and­see approach instead of
immediately taking a position
against seismic testing and
offshore drilling.
"At this point I'm glad we

didn't jump on the negative
bandwagon," North Myrtle
Beach Mayor Marilyn Hatley
said.
Hatley, Surfside Beach

Mayor Doug Samples and
Horry County Council Chair­
man Mark Lazarus said they
will continue to listen to the
debate on seismic testing
along the Atlantic coast.
The Coastal Alliance is a

group that represents Horry
County and cities along the
Grand Strand.
Myrtle Beach Mayor John

Rhodes was out of town
Wednesdayanddidnotattend

the Coastal Alliance meeting.
Atlantic Beach Mayor Jake
Evans did not voice a position
on drilling during the
meeting.
The federal Bureau of

Ocean Energy Management
accepted comments through
midnight Monday on what
should be included in environ­
mental studies to decide
whether areas in the Atlantic
are opened to oil and gas de­
velopment later this decade.
Twenty communities in the

Carolinas, including Charles­
ton, are on record against oil
drilling, seismic testing or
both.
Grand Strand area munici­

palitiesdidnottakeaposition
on offshore drilling before the
deadline. Myrtle Beach was
poisedtoconsideraresolution
opposing seismic testing last
week but delayed the discus­
sion.
Several Myrtle Beach City

Council members said last
week they needed more infor­

mation before they could vote
to support or oppose the
testing.
"It'stoosoontojumponthe

'no, not at all, we're not inter­
ested' wagon," Hatley said.
Samplesalsosaiditwastoo

soon to take a position for or
against drilling.
"No one wants to see oil

spills, but we're not at that
point," he said.
Charleston City Council

last week voted to oppose off­
shore drilling. It is the largest
in the state opposing offshore
drilling.
U.S. Rep. Tom Rice, R­Myr­

tle Beach, has said he favors
oil exploration, but said he
wonders if offshore drilling is
practical with prices low and
drillingoperationsonlandbe­
ing closed down. He says
states should have a say in
where offshore drilling is
allowed.
Gov. Nikki Haley also sup­

portsoffshoredrillingandisa
member of the Outer Conti­

nental Shelf Governors Coali­
tion, which has a mission
statement that says it works
to "influence a sensible path
forward for the development
of America's offshore energy
resources."
Drilling proponents say it

can help reduce dependence
on foreign energy and create
jobs and revenue.
Opponentsofoffshoredrill­

ing worry that spills could
damage fisheries and the im­
portant coastal tourism in­
dustry. Supporters say drill­
ingcanbedonesafelyandwill
mean jobs and new revenues.
"Scientistssayitcouldhave

a negative impact on fish ...
but that's just scientific," La­
zarus said. "There's no hard
evidence. ... We will continue
to listen to the debate."

? Contact MAYA T. PRABHU at

444­1722 or on Twitter
@TSN_mprabhu.

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 16Publication Date: 04/02/2015

Wait­and­see approachon seismic testing,offshoredrilling
BYMAYAT. PRABHU mprabhu@thesunnews.com
37.97 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 1

63027-04-02_16002.pdf

County: Horry



Plan aims
to insure
close to
200,000
The bipartisan effort by a group
of S.C. senators would cover the

state's working poor.
By CASSIE COPE
The (Columbia) State

COLUMBIA — A bipartisan group
of South Carolina senators will intro­
duce a proposal today to allow about
194,000 uninsured state residents to
use federal and state dollars to buy
private health insurance.
"It's an opportunity to provide health

care to close to 200,000 South Caro­

linians who have no health insurance
and whose primary source of pro­
vider services (otherwise) is going to
the ER (emergency room) when they
get sick," said state Sen. Joel Lourie, D­
Richland, one of four sponsors of the
proposal.
Previous attempts to expand the

federal­state insurance program for

the poor in South Carolina, as part of
the federal Affordable Care Act, have
failed. And Republican Gov. Nikki
Haley repeated Monday that she
would fight the latest Senate attempt
as well.

The senators' proposal would cover

Please see INSURE on 4A
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the working poor, those who
make too much to be eligible
now for Medicaid insurance
for the poor but cannot afford
to buy health insurance.
"They are too rich to qualify for

our existing Medicaid program,
but they are too poor to qualify
for subsidies in the marketplace,"
said Rozalynn Goodwin of the
S.C. Hospital Association.

Other supporters of the Sen­
ate proposal include Sens. Paul
Campbell, R­Berkeley; Ray
Cleary, R­Georgetown; and John
Matthews, D­Orangeburg.
The senators plan to amend

the state budget to direct the
state Department of Health and
Human Services to submit a plan
to the federal Centers for Medi­
care and Medicaid Services to
create Healthy SC, said Coretta
Bedsole, the AARP's associate
state director for advocacy.
That program would use fed­

eral dollars and matching state
dollars to allow adults earning
about $15,000 a year or less to
buy private insurance in the
federal health care market­
place, she said.
In South Carolina, adults who

are not disabled and earn $15,000
or less now are not eligible for
Medicaid, with a few exceptions.
Republican Haley says tak­

ing federal money to expand
the program eventually would
lead to an unfunded mandate
for the state's taxpayers.
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Family andfriendsrememberWalter Scott
BYHARRISONCAHILL
hcahill@thestate.com
CHARLESTON, SC | A Dallas

Cowboys flag adorned Walter
Scott's casket Friday for a vis­
itation at the historic Fielding
Home for Funerals in down­
townCharleston.
The unarmed black man

was shot and killed by a white
NorthCharlestonpoliceofficer
lastSaturday.
Scott will be buried Satur­

dayafterafuneralservicethat
U.S. Sen. Tim Scott, R­North
Charleston;U.S.Rep.JimCly­
burn, D­Columbia, and state
Sen. Marlon Kimpson, D­
Charleston, are expected to
attend.
At Friday's funeral­home

visitation, Scott was remem­
bered as someone who loved

hisfamilyandfriends.
JamesSingletonsaidhehas

known the Scott family for
years.The67­year­oldresident
of North Charleston, a Pitts­
burghSteelersfan,saidheand
Scott often would joke about
how well their favorite NFL
teams were doing during the
footballseason.
"I'mgoingtotellhimaCow­

boys joke when I get in there,"
Singleton said, outside the fu­
neralhome."It'sahurtfulfeel­
ing, but he is still in (the Scott
family's) heart. He isn't gone,
hisspiritisstillhere."
Last Saturday, Scott was

pulled over by North Charles­
ton Police Department Patrol­
man 1st Class Michael Slager

forabrokentaillightontheve­
hiclethathewasdriving.
Adash­camvideofromSlag­

er's patrol car, released by the
State Law Enforcement Divi­
sion,showsScottfledtoanear­
by plot of private property.
Slager chased, firing eight
shots at Scott, striking him in
thebackseveraltimes.
A passerby recorded the

shooting, catching Scott's final
moments on tape. After the
video's release, Slager was
chargedwithmurderandfired
fromthePoliceDepartment.
When Scott's mother called

to tell him that Scott had been
shot, she said: "The police
killed my boy," Singleton said

Friday.
"I hollered out on the

phone," Singleton added. "I
said, 'Oh, Lord no.' I had to
catch myself. It hurt a lot of
people.
"But the dude who had the

tape,I'mgladhehadthattape.
It showed what really went
down."
Zaheerah Shakir, who lives

inCharleston,saidshecameto
the visitation to show her re­
spectstoafuturefamilymem­
ber that she never got the
chance to know. Shakir said
she is the mother­in­law of
Scott'swould­befiance.
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"Iwouldhavemet(theScotts)
at the wedding, which would
have been happier," Shakir said.
"Now, I'll have to meet them at
thefuneral."
CynthiaMack,54,cametothe

visitation to see the cousin she
shared so many family reunions
with at James Island County
Park. Mack and her 30­year­old
daughter, Haqika Lloyd, said
Scott was someone who always
wasajoytobearound.
"Hehadagoodheartandwas

a good person," Mack said. "We
grew up together and did slum­
berpartiesattheirhouse."
Macksaidthefamilyreunions

included activities for children,
frying chicken and eating crab
legs. Now, some of those tradi­
tions will be in memory of her
cousin.
KeyshaBrown,ofWestAshley,

said she has known the Scott
family for at least 20 years.
Brown,whosemotherlivesdown
the road from Scott's mother,
saidshelastsawScottabouttwo
monthsago.
"He was a fun person and

loved to be around people,"
Brownsaid.
Charleston Mayor Joe Riley

attended Friday's visitation but,
out of respect for Scott's family,

will not attend Saturday's
funeral.
"Mysenseisthefamilyislook­

ingforprivacy,andIthoughtthe
most dignified and appropriate
way...wastoquietlycomeonbe­
halfofmycitizensandpaymyre­
spects," Riley said. "It's some­
thing we will never forget, but
time allows us to cope with the
griefandlookforandworkfora
brighterday."

Gov. Nikki Haley also will not
attend Saturday's services. But
severalmembersofherstaffwill
bethere.
"Governor Haley spoke to Mr.

Scott's family, and that's where
shebelievesthefocusshouldbe–
on lifting them up in prayer and
healing," a spokeswoman said
Friday.
FuneralservicesforScottwill

beheldat11a.m.Saturdayatthe
W.O.R.D. Ministries Christian
Center in Summerville and are
open to the public. Burial will be
atLiveOakMemorialGardenat
3093 Ashley River Road, accord­
ingtoFieldingemployees.
Theyaddedtherewillbeapo­

liceescortforSaturday'sfuneral
procession, provided by the
North Charleston Police
Department.
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EDITORIAL

CRUDEOILDOESN'TFIT IN
TOURISMECONOMY

Local governments failedto
speak forenvironment

It's perfectly obvious to many
people that pumping crude oil
offshoreintheAtlanticOceanis

notagoodmatchforatourismecono­
my,soit'stroublingthatlocalgovern­
mentsdidnotspeakoutfortheenvi­
ronment – and the area economic
mainstay – when they had an
opportunity.
ThecitiesofMyrtleBeachand

North Myrtle Beach, the towns of
Surfside Beach and Atlantic Beach
and Horry County government
shouldhavejoined20communitiesin
the Carolinas, including Charleston,
and gone on record against offshore
oil production. The U.S. Bureau of
OceanEnergyManagementreceived
thousandsofcomments.
Instead, elected officials in the

CoastalAlliance,whichincludesHor­
ry County and coastal municipality
leaders,saytheywilltakeawait­and­
see approach on seismic testing and
offshoredrilling.Waitandseewhat?
Supporters of offshore drilling, in­

cluding Gov. Nikki Haley and U.S.
Rep.TomRice,pointouttheeconom­
ic benefits (jobs and new revenue)
from offshore oil production. Oppo­
nentsvoiceconcernsaboutadisaster
such as the Deepwater Horizon ex­
plosionin2010anditsdevastatingim­
pactonoceanfishandwildlife,beach­
esandwetlands.

Taylor Damonte of the Clay Brit­
tainJr.CenterforResortTourismat
Coastal Carolina University tracks
occupancy rates, an important eco­
nomic indicator. Oil spills are among
thefactors(alongwithweather,pric­
es, advertising, etc.) impacting lodg­
ing demand, Damonte notes. The
2010 Gulf of Mexico disaster helped
Grand Strand vacation occupancy
rates. The opposite likely would be
the case with an oil spill here – tour­
ists would go to the Gulf Coast in­
steadofhere.
"Noonewantstoseeoilspills,but

we're not at that point," Surfside
BeachMayorDougSamplesnotesin
explaining his position that it's too
soon to take a position for or against
drilling.Thatmaybe,butitisnottoo
soon to be on record for the protec­
tion of the environment and the
economy.
Proponents of offshore oil produc­

tionmayhavefallenbehindthecurve.
A few years ago, the U.S. was much
closer to needing Atlantic Ocean
crudeoil.Fracking,thecontroversial
method of extracting oil from shale,
hasgreatlyincreasedU.S.oilproduc­
tion, to the point of having more oil
than storage tanks. New, massive
natural gas discoveries also suggest
that there is much more time to po­

tentially develop offshore oil
production.
Offshoreenergyfromoceanwinds

and the eventual need for producing
potablewaterfromtheoceanarealso
factors.Cleanelectricalpowerwould
go directly, via under­ocean cables,
from offshore wind turbines into the
powergrid.
Oil would have to be transported

ashore and then to a refinery and
Horry County is some distance from
arefinery.
Potablewaterandcleanelectricity

from offshore winds, in addition to
many valid environmental concerns,
should trump discussion of offshore
oil.
At a Coastal Alliance meeting,

County Council Chairman Mark La­
zarusspokeaboutpotentialconcerns
about damage to fisheries. "Scien­
tists say it could have a negative im­
pactonfish…butthat'sjustscientif­
ic."[Ouremphasis.]"There'snohard
evidence.…Wewillcontinuetolisten
tothedebate."
Thescienceisthekeytothat"hard

evidence" and any debate must in­
cludeattentiontoscientificresearch.
Anotherkeytothedebate:remem­

bering that the ocean environment
and tourism are inextricably ent­
wined.
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$34M body camera bill gaining traction in S.C.
When they return to Co­

lumbia Tuesday, some law­
makers plan to fast­track a bill
requiring all S.C. law enforce­
ment officers to wear body
cameras.

Spurring lawmakers on is
the shooting death of an un­
armed man last weekend by a
North Charleston police offi­
cer, who now faces murder
charges.
Introduced earlier this year,

the body camera bill already
was gaining momentum.
State Sen. Brad Hutto,

D­Orangeburg, said his com­
mittee has held three hearings
on the proposal and will hold
its fourth this week.

Hutto hopes to balance the
logistical issues surrounding
the proposal ­ including train­
ing and the cost of storing
recordings ­ with the varying
needs of law enforcement

agencies.
State Senate budget writers

also will have to figure out
how to pay for the proposal,
which could cost $34 million
for the program's first two
years, according to a state
budget office projection. Two­
thirds of that cost could fall on

local governments.
Senate Judiciary Commit­

tee chairman Larry Martin,
R­Pickens, said he will push
for the state to help local
governments pay for those
costs.

"If the state's going to re­
quire it, I don't know how we
can pass that requirement
back on local governments and

not fund it," Martin said. "I
don't favor doing that."
Enacting a statewide body

camera law poses challenges
that will take time to resolve,
he added. "It's a huge hurdle
to overcome to set that thing
up and pay for it with the
stroke of a pen."

Haley campaign has
§371,000 to spend
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley can­

not run for governor in 2018
when she reaches the state's
two­term limit.
But she still has about

$371,000 in her 2014 campaign
account ­ of $8.4 million raised
­ that she can spend on office­
related expenses, according to
campaign finance records filed
Friday with the state.
Those records show Haley

raised no money in 2015's first
quarter but spent $169,000.
The bulk of that money went
to Salt Box Strategies, the
company that Haley's political
adviser, Tim Pearson, oper­
ates.

If Haley wanted to, she
could continue raising money
­ even though she cannot run
for governor in 2018. And if
her donors permit, she could
transfer that money to anoth­
er state contest or a federal
one, S.C. Ethics Commission
executive director Herb Hay­
den said.

But, again and again, Haley
has demurred when asked
about her national ambitions.

She also could run for gov­
ernor again, once she has been

out of office for four years.
Consider the example of

Haley's old pal and prede­
cessor, former S.C. Gov. Mark
Sanford.
Sanford, R­Mount Pleasant,

reclaimed his 1st District con­

gressional seat in 2013. But if
he ever decides to run for the

Governor's Mansion again,
he'll have a pretty plump
financial cushion to start with.
Sanford has about $1 million

left in his gubernatorial cam­
paign account, according to
his campaign finance report
filed Friday.

PAC­ing up for Rubio
Veteran S.C. political strate­

gist Warren Tompkins and
pollster and media consultant
Jon Lerner are teaming up to
support Marco Rubio's Wiite
House ambitions, which the
U.S. senator from Florida is

expected to announce Monday
in Miami.

Tompkins has worked on
seven previous GOP presi­
dential primary campaigns ­
from Ronald Reagan's to
Mitt Romney's. Lerner ad­
vised Haley and Sanford
through four winning races for
governor.
Word is Rubio could be

planning a trip to South Car­
olina on April 22 ­ nine days
after he becomes the third
major GOP candidate to for­
mally announce a White
House run, following U.S.
Sens. Ted Cruz of Texas and
Rand Paul of Kentucky.

Graham watch 2016
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham

gets to enjoy some golf Mon­
day when the RBC Heritage
tees off in Hilton Head. But
later in the week, the Seneca
Republican will share turf
with potential 2016 White
House foes.

The senator snagged the
honor of being the keynote
speaker Thursday night at the
anti­abortion Susan B. Antho­
ny List's annual Campaign for
Life gala and summit in Wash­
ington, D.C. Graham is lead
sponsor on a bill, which has
gone nowhere, to ban abortion
after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
The 2016 GOP contender

most likely to be verbally
flogged by Graham? Paul, who
also will speak to summit
attendees but was assigned to
the morning speaker's spot.
Carly Fiorina, a former Hew­
lett­Packard chief executive

also considering a presidential
run, will run the microphone
as the gala's "Mistress of
Ceremonies."

Next Saturday, Graham will
join a host of other 2016 White
House prospects in Nashua,
N.H., for the "First in the
Nation Republican Leadership
Summit."

THE BUZZ

The Buzz is a weekly look
back at state politics by
reporters at The Columbia
State.
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Manufacturing
stillpowering
S.C.economic
recovery

BY JEFFWILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com
COLUMBIA SC |Manufacturing has powered the re­
covery in South Carolina since the end of the Great
Recession in 2009, and is continuing to post strong
numbersininvestmentandjobgrowthevenasother
industriesbegintoflextheirmuscle.
ManufacturingjobgrowthinSouthCarolinarose

13.5percentfromJanuary2011–thebeginningofGov.
Nikki Haley's administration – to December 2014.
Thatisnearlydoublethe7percentaverageofalloth­
erSoutheasternstates.
However,economistswarnthattherateofgrowth

could level off as companies slow their post­reces­
sion expansion and skilled workers become harder
to find. Also, a stronger dollar and rising interest
rates would have a negative affect on the state's ex­
port­heavyindustries,astheywillcausethepricesof
cars,planesandtirestoriseoverseas.
"Anytimeyouhavepentupdemandcomingoutof

a recession, there will be a leveling­off period," said

University of South Carolina economist Joey Von
Nessen.
SouthCarolina'spost­recessionhighsinmanufac­

turingemploymentandinvestmentcamein2011.Job
growth posted gains for the first time since the be­
ginning of the recession – 3.5 percent growth – and
investmentloggeditsbiggestgain–$4.71billion,ac­
cording to the state Commerce and Employment
andWorkforcedepartments.
Since then, manufacturing job growth slowed to

2.3percentin2012,2percentin2013and2.46percent
in 2014, calculating yearly averages. Capital invest­
ment has remained very strong, however, but at
slightly lower levels – $3.28 billion in 2012, $4.46 bil­
lionin2013and$4.42billionin2014.
Those investment numbers are powered by re­

centbig­timeannouncementssuchaslastyear'sGiti

See RECOVERY | Page 3C

RECOVERY
From Page1C
Tire plant in Chester and its
promised 1,700 jobs. And al­
ready this year, Chrysler sub­
sidiaryDailmerannouncedthe
conversionofitsCharlestonas­
sembly plant to a full­fledged
manufacturing plant, touting
1,300 jobs.
Also, another "whale," as

recruiters call big manufactur­
ing plants, may be surfacing.
South Carolina is said to be in
thehuntforaVolvoautomanu­
facturingplant,althoughCom­

merce officials won't comment
on their efforts.
"I don't think it's going to

slow down a bit," Commerce
secretary Bobby Hitt of Char­
leston, a former BMW execu­
tive, said of manufacturing job
growth."We'vegotalotofjobs
outtherethataregoingtohit."

Pro­business environment
Butothersectorsoftheecon­

omyarecatchingupwithman­
ufacturing in South Carolina,

asthoseindustriesfinallyramp
back up after the recession..
In 2014, business and profes­

sional services grew 18,200
jobs, compared with manufac­
turing's 8,900, although many
of its jobs are temporary posi­
tionsofferedbycompaniesstill
too leery of the future to pull
the trigger on full­time
workers.
Leisure and hospitality

jumped to third, adding 7,100
jobs,asconsumershadenough

confidence in the economy to
beginspendingmoneyonvaca­
tions and eating out, and busi­
nessesstartedbeefinguptheir
travel budgets.
Constructionshowedamini­

comeback in 2014 by adding
2,100 jobs; and, a recovered
housing market means more
demand for manufactured
products, from refrigerators
and dish washers to heating
and air conditioning systems.
"You can't pick one industry

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 23Publication Date: 04/12/2015

Manufacturing still powering S.C.economic recovery
BY JEFF WILKINSON jwilkinson@thestate.com
106.95 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 1

63027-04-12_23001.pdf

County: Horry



in the Southeast anymore,"
said College of Charleston
economist Frank Hefner, say­
ingtherecoveryisprogressing
in pretty much the same man­
ner throughout the South.
While some industries are

catching up, don't look for a
downturn in manufacturing,
experts say.
"I don't think we're going to

see a decline because of trends
that transcend South Caroli­
na," Von Nessen said.
Increasingly, companies are

choosing to build new plants
andexpandintheSouth,where
labor is cheaper, unions are al­
most nonexistent and the cli­
mate, both business and mete­
orological, is favorable.

Recently, BMW opened a
plant in Mexico for the same
reasons, said Lewis Gossett,
president and CEO of the S.C.
Manufacturers Alliance.
Hittaddedthatwhatsepa­

rates South Carolina from the
rest of the pack is the port of
Charleston.HesaidthatSouth
Carolina has become the na­
tion's leading producer and ex­
porter of tires, has created an
entirely new aviation cluster
withBoeing,andisgrowingits
established automotive indust­
ry with BMW and Dailmer –
much of it directly related to
the port.
"Allthenumbersaregoingin

the right direction," he said.
ButVonNessenwarnedthat

a stronger dollar and rising in­
terestrates"aresomethingwe
havetobeonthelookoutfor.On
themargins,allthathasanega­
tive impact on export activity."

Lean, mean operations
Is the state's success in cre­

ating manufacturing jobs out­
pacingitsabilitytotrainwork­
ers to fill them?
"The problem we are going

to run into is the skill gap for

peoplewhoaretechnicallysav­
vy for the jobs that are being
created," Hefner said. "I don't
knowhowwearegoingtoover­
come that."
Hitt responded that while

the "labor force is something
we have to work on all the
time," the state's track record
shows that when the rubber
meetstheroad,SouthCarolina
technical schools and appren­
tice programs can deliver the
workers.
"Twenty years ago when

BMWcameherewedidn'thave
any automotive workers," he
said. "Boeing has 7,500 people
workingthereand(whenitwas
recruited) we didn't have any
aviationworkers.We'reinvent­
ing new sectors in this state
and its not lost on our educa­
tioncommunity.Wehaveyoung
people coming out of our high
schools and two­year colleges
and four­year universities ev­
ery day."
Workers following the jobs

herefromotherstatesalsowill
help bridge the skill gap, Hitt
said.
Gossett agreed.
"Frank'sconcernisvalid,"he

said of the College of Charles­
ton economist. "But we've had
tightlabormarketsbefore.The
good news is we are going to
meet that need as we have in
the past. And every part of the
country has trained workers
who need jobs. There is going
to be in­migration."
Gossett doesn't buy the

premise that companies have
exhausted their post­recession
expansion plans. He said most
companies have concentrated
onmakingtheirplantsmoreef­
ficient with less workers, and
nowwillbeforcedtoexpandas
the economy improves and de­
mand for products increases.
"We are talking about some

lean, mean operations that are
poised to be more profitable

and productive than they ever
havebeen,"themanufacturers'
alliance executive said. "And
that's when you see hiring."

Biggestjobs announcementssince2011
? 2,000workers2013Boeingexpansion,Charleston

? 1,700workers 2014Giti Tire plant, Chester

? 1,620workers 2011ContinentalTire plant,Sumter

? 1,300workers2015Dailmer expansion, Charleston

? 1,000 workers 2012 BMW expansion, Spartanburg

? 800 workers 2014 BMWexpansion,Spartanburg

SOURCE:S.C.DepartmentofCommerce

Manufacturing
capitalinvestment
and jobsin South
Carolina
? 2006$1.98billion,

253,780workers
? 2007$3.57billion,

249,324workers
? 2008$3.61billion,

242,200 workers
? 2009 $2.15billion,

213,866 workers
? 2010$3.71billion,207,826

workers
? 2011$4.71billion,215,137

workers
? 2012$3.28billion, 220,119

workers
? 2013 $4.46billion,

224,533 workers
? 2014$4.42 billion,

230,067 workers
SOURCE: S.C. Departmentof

Commerce,SC.Department of
Employmentand Workforce
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BYKIMKIMFOSTER­TOBINThe (Columbia)Statefilephoto

Aworkerat theContinentalplant in Sumtergradesthe
quality of anyirregular tires and discards those not up
to standards.

BYKIMKIMFOSTER­TOBINThe (Columbia)Statefilephoto

Visual inspections are part of thequality control program at Sumter's Continental
tireplant.
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State'sbodycamerabill
–whowillpayforit?

WhentheyreturntoCo­
lumbiaTuesday,some
lawmakersplantofast­

trackabillrequiringallS.C.law
enforcementofficerstowear
bodycameras.
Spurringlawmakersonisthe

shootingdeathofanunarmed

manlastweekendbyaNorth
Charlestonpoliceofficer,who
nowfacesmurdercharges.
Introducedearlierthisyear,the

body­camerabillalreadywas

gainingmomentum.
StateSen.BradHutto,D­Or­

angeburg,saidhispanelhasheld

threehearingsontheproposal
andwillholditsfourththisweek.
Huttohopestobalancethelo­

SEE BUZZ PAGE A11

THESTATE.COM
Watch U.S. Rep. MickMulvaney
praiseGOP presidentialhopeful

RandPaul

BUZZ
FROMPAGE A3

gisticalissuessurroundingthe
proposal­includingtraining
andthecostofstoringre­
cordings­withthevarying
needsoflawenforcement
agencies.
StateSenatebudgetwriters

alsowillhavetofigureouthow
topayfortheproposal,which
couldcost$34millionforthe
program'sfirsttwoyears,ac­
cordingtoastatebudgetoffice
projection.Two­thirdsofthat
costcouldfallonlocal
governments.
SenateJudiciaryCommittee

chairmanLarryMartin,R­Pick­
ens,saidhewillpushforthe
statetohelplocalgovernments
payforthosecosts.
"Ifthestate'sgoingtorequire

it,Idon'tknowhowwecanpass
thatrequirementbackonlocal
governmentsandnotfundit,"
Martinsaid."Idon'tfavordoing
that."
Enactingastatewidebody

cameralawposeschallengesthat
willtaketimetoresolve,headd­
ed."It'sahugehurdletoover­
cometosetthatthingupandpay
foritwiththestrokeofapen."

HALEYCAMPAIGNHAS
$371,000TOSPEND

S.C.Gov.NikkiHaleycannot
runforgovernorin2018when
shereachesthestate'stwo­term
limit.
Butshestillhasabout$371,000

inher2014campaignaccount–
of$8.4million

raised–thatshe
canspendonof­
fice­relatedexpens­
es,accordingto
campaignfinance
recordsfiledFriday
withthestate.
Thoserecords

showHaleyraised
nomoneyin2015's

firstquarterbutspent$169,000.
Thebulkofthatmoneywentto
SaltBoxStrategies,thecompany
thatHaley'spoliticaladviser,Tim
Pearson,operates.
IfHaleywantedto,shecould

continueraisingmoney­even
thoughshecannotrunforgover­
norin2018.Andifherdonors
permit,shecouldtransferthat
moneytoanotherstatecontestor
afederalone,S.C.EthicsCom­
missionexecutivedirectorHerb
Haydensaid.
But,againandagain,Haley

hasdemurredwhenaskedabout
hernationalambitions.
Shealsocouldrunforgover­

noragain,onceshehasbeenout
ofofficeforfouryears.
ConsidertheexampleofHa­

ley'soldpalandpredecessor,
formerS.C.Gov.MarkSanford,
R­MountPleasant.
IfSanford­whoreclaimed

his1stDistrictcongressionalseat
in2013­everdecidestorunfor
theGovernor'sMansionagain,
he'llhaveaprettyplumpfinan­
cialcushiontostartwith.
Sanfordhasabout$1million

leftinhisgubernatorialcam­
paignaccount,accordingtohis
campaignfinancereportfiled

Friday.

PAC­INGUPFORRUBIO

VeteranS.C.politicalstrategist

andmediaconsultantJonLerner
areteaminguptosupportMarco
Rubio'sWhiteHouseambitions,
whichtheU.S.senatorfrom

Floridaisexpected
toannounceMon­
dayinMiami.
Tompkinshas

workedonseven
previousGOPpres­
identialprimary
campaigns–from
RonaldReaganto
MittRomney.Ler­
neradvisedHaley

andSanfordthroughfourwin­

WordisRubiocouldbeplan­
ningatriptoSouthCarolinaon
April22–ninedaysafterhe
becomesthethirdmajorGOP
candidatetoformallyannounce
aWhiteHouserun,following
U.S.Sens.TedCruzofTexasand
RandPaulofKentucky.

GRAHAMWATCH2016

U.S.Sen.LindseyGraham
getstoenjoysomegolfMonday

inHiltonHead.Butlaterinthe
week,theSenecaRepublican
willshareturfwithpotential2016
WhiteHousefoes.
Thesenatorsnaggedthehonor

ofbeingthekeynotespeaker
Thursdaynightattheanti­abor­
tionSusanB.AnthonyList's
annualcampaignforlifegala
andsummitinWashington,D.C.

Haley

Rubio
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Grahamisleadsponsoronabill,
whichhasgonenowhere,toban
abortionafter20weeksof

pregnancy.
The2016GOP

contendermost
likelytobeverbally
floggedbyGra­
ham?Paul,who
alsowillspeakto
summitattendees
butwasassignedto
themorningspeak­
er'sspot.Carly

Fiorina,aformerHewlett­Pack­
ardchiefexecutivealsoconsid­
eringapresidentialrun,willbe
theemcee.
NextSaturday,Grahamwill

joinahostofother2016White
HouseprospectsinNashua,
N.H.,forthe"FirstintheNation
RepublicanLeadershipSummit."
TheRepublicanWhiteHouse

hopefulheadliningthetwo­day
conferenceisWisconsinGov.
ScottWalker.

NOENDORSEMENTSFOR
PAULINS.C.

Paulgotawarmwelcomeat
theUSSYorktowninMount
PleasantThursday,continuing
hismulti­state,I'm­running­for­
presidenttour.
Buthedidnotleavewiththe

kindofendorsementsthatfit
nicelyinemailblastsandmail
pieces.
Inavideothathepre­record­

ed,U.S.Rep.MickMulvaney,
R­IndianLand,saidhisclose

friendPaulwould

"makeatremen­
douspresident"
andencouraged
supporterstojoin
thecampaign.
Sanford,the

Lowcountrycon­
gressmanwho
introducedPaul,
saidhehas"long

endorsed"Paul'slimited­govern­
mentideasandbeliefin"life,
libertyandthepursuitofhappi­
ness,"BloombergNews
reported.
ButSanfordalsostoppedshort

ofusingthe"e"word–sought
afterdespiteitsquestionable
power.
"Itwasnotaformalendorse­

mentbutstaytuned,"Sanford
toldBloombergaftertheevent."I
don'tthinkIwillstayneutral
overthelongrun."

TheBuzz
JamieSelf
jself@
thestate.com

Graham

Paul
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Education, ethics, roadsstill demandaction
SCHOOLS THAT aren't

teaching kids what they
need to know to get good
jobs and help our state

prosper.
Legislators who don't have to tell

us who's footing their bills ­ or
whose interests they're protecting
whentheypassbills­andwhoget
to decide for themselves whether
theyarecomplyingwithethicslaws.
Roads pocked by potholes that

swallow up our cars, a piece at a
time,whileroaddecisionsaremade
byvote­swappingboardsthatbyde­
signhaveaparochialperspective.
These are the problems that

everyone agreed our Legislature
had to fix this year. They are the
problems our legislators promised
ustheywouldfixthisyear.
Butnearlytwo­thirdsthroughthe

2015 General Assembly, with legis­
latorssettoreturnfromtheirEaster
breakonTuesdaytobeginthefinal,
frantic stretch of the session, there
arenofixesinsight.
Legislators might expand some

reading, pre­K or other education
programs, and that could well pay
off, but there's no indication that
they will undertake any of the gov­

ernmental or educational reforms
thatweneedtohelpfixwhattheSu­
premeCourtdeterminedwasanun­
constitutional failure to provide all
children a decent education. In­
stead,legislativeleadershavepunt­
edreformstonextyear.Atbest.
The House has passed legislation

that requires elected officials to tell
us where they get their income,
gives regulators more tools to en­
forcetheethicslawandletsaninde­
pendent body investigate legisla­
tors. But reformers in the Senate
killedtheirownbillafteramajority
of senators bastardized it with an
amendment that let legislators
serve on a panel that would investi­
gatelegislators.
The roads impasse is even more

daunting. The Senate is pursuing a
much larger tax increase than the
House, and President Pro Tem
HughLeathermanisadamantlyop­
posed to the reform measures that
are among Speaker Jay Lucas' top
priorities. But those differences
could be resolved. The problem is
that rather than simply opposing a
taxincreasetopayforthe$1billion
or so a year we need to make our
roads safe, Gov. Nikki Haley now

saysshewillvetoanyplantofixour
roads that doesn't slash taxes by
morethan$1billionayear.Serious­
ly. And a mere third of either body
cansustainaveto.
The inability of the Legislature to

get any traction on any of these
items would be bad enough if these
were the only big problems facing
our state. They are not. They are
simply the ones that most insiders
agreedtoputatthetopofthelist.
We also need our legislators to

overhaul a tax system that is more
loophole than whole, streamline a
mangledmassofindependentstate
agencies and give governors more
controloverthem,reformajudicial­
selection system that leaves judges
beholdentolegislatorsandagrand­
jury system that gives judges too
muchauthorityovercriminalinves­
tigations, fix a child­protection sys­
temthatfailstoprotectchildrenand
adomestic­violencelawthatfailsto
protect women from domestic vio­
lence, and free cities and counties
from the central­government
shackles in which the Legislature
keepsthembound.
And the clock is ticking: Twelve

weeksdown;eighttogo.
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Focusing on manufacturing in S.C.
Experts expect conference/expo to offer exchange of ideas,

new pathways to improve manufacturing in the state
By RODDIE BURRIS
rburris@thestate.com

Some of the titans of manufacturing in
South Carolina and experts from across
the Southeast gather in Greenville this
week for a two­day conference and expo
where key aspects of that business sector
will be examined.
Keynote speakers including some of

the leading manufacturers in the state are
scheduled to speak, including Michelin
North America president and CEO Pete
Selleck and Boeing chief legal counsel
Mark C. Fava.
Selleck captured state lawmakers' at­

tention earlier this year when, while in the
capital city he described South Carolina's
roads as "a disgrace" and warned that fu­
ture manufacturing expansions in the Pal­
metto State could be in jeopardy unless
lawmakers addressed the issue.
Michelin, a top international tire maker

in the leading U.S. tire­making state, is a
$10.6 billion­a­year company that oper­
ates in six states. It employs more than
8,500 workers in South Carolina, more
than four times more than anywhere else,

according to the company's website.
Also, South Carolina has been the top

tire manufacturer in the United States for

the past three years, according to the
state's Commerce Department.
Boeing is transforming the state's aero­

space and aviation industries by produc­
ing its 787 Dreamliner passenger planes
at a new plant in North Charleston, where
it has invested $2 billion and hired 7,500

employees, who are working off a jetliner
backlog order of more than 1,000 planes.
The company, however, is fighting off a

highly public, neophyte unionization ef­
fort of its machinist workers that, if suc­
cessful, might have a major impact on the
company's future operations in the Pal­
metto State, some labor experts say.
The Greenville conference also will fea­

ture keynote addresses by Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley, S.C. Secretary of Commerce Bobby
Hitt and Greenville Technical College
president Keith Miller. The meeting has
been sold out for weeks, organizers said.

Manufacturing in South Carolina, once
almost the exclusive domain of textile op­
erations, has itself been transformed in
the past 20 years as the state has devel­
oped a surging automotive sector led by
Upstate international carmaker BMW, the
leading automobile exporter in the United
States through the Port of Charleston.
Manufacturing accounted for about 10

percent of the state's workforce in 2011,
and more than 16 percent of South Caroli­
na's gross domestic product, according to
the state Commerce department. Manu­
facturing is a key sector of the state's
economy, Hitt said, and anytime the state
can bring manufacturing entities together
in one place, it bodes well.
The Greenville conference will offer

eight panel discussions, a manufacturing
suppliers exposition, a community job fair
and a career fair for high school students.
Among the panel discussions is one

SEE EXPO PAGE B15

Fava Hitt Selleck
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thatexploresSouthCaroli­
na's continuing need for a
skilled workforce, which
experts say is necessary to
attract manufacturers and
preparedthemtosucceed.
Workforce development

panelists expected to
speakattheconferencein­
cludeSouthCarolinaTech­

nicalCollegeSystempresi­
dent Jimmie Williamson,
Superintendent of Educa­
tion Molly Spearman and
Employment and Work­
force executive director
CherylStanton.
"EverytimeIhearanew

(jobs) announcement, I
cheer," Williamson said.
"Then I realize we must

provide the workers."
South Carolina's ReadySC
programhasbeensuccess­
ful in putting workers in
initial stages of readiness
required to attract compa­
nies to the state and get
them up and running, he
said.
ReadySC is part of the

technical college system

and is backed by longer­
termprogramsdesignedto
help workers in the state
achieve associate and
bachelor's degrees, Wil­
liamsonsaid.SouthCaroli­
naalsohasahighly­touted
apprenticeship program,
which puts workers in di­
rect experience with need­
edjobskillsandtraining.
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JOBSOUTLOOK

Exports,
skillgap
couldbe
concerns
Butmanufacturing
stillpowers state's
economic recovery
By JEFF WILKINSON
jwilkinson@thestate.com
Manufacturing has pow­

ered the recovery in South
Carolina since the end of the
Great Recession in 2009, and
is continuing to post strong
numbers in investment and
job growth even as other in­
dustries begin to flex their
muscle.

Manufacturing job growth
in South Carolina rose 13.5
percent from January 2011 –
the beginning of Gov. Nikki
Haley's administration – to
December2014.Thatisnearly
double the 7 percent average
of all other Southeastern

states.
However, economists warn

that the rate of growth could
level off as companies slow
their post­recession expan­

SEE RECOVERY PAGE A7

INSIDE:
Powerhousemanu­
facturers gatherin

Greenville this weekto
discuss commoncon­
cerns. Business,B14

RECOVERY
FROMPAGE A1

sion and skilled workers
become harder to find. Al­
so,astrongerdollarandris­
ing interest rates would
have a negative affect on
thestate'sexport­heavyin­
dustries, as they will cause
the prices of cars, planes
andtirestoriseoverseas.
"Anytime you have pent

updemandcomingoutofa
recession, there will be a
leveling­off period," said
University of South Caroli­
na economist Joey Von
Nessen.
SouthCarolina'spost­re­

cession highs in manufac­
turing employment and in­
vestmentcamein2011.Job
growthpostedgainsforthe
first time since the begin­
ning of the recession – 3.5
percent growth – and in­
vestmentloggeditsbiggest
gain–$4.71billion,accord­
ing to the state Commerce
and Employment and
Workforcedepartments.

Since then, manufactur­
ing job growth slowed to
2.3 percent in 2012, 2 per­
cent in 2013 and 2.46 per­
cent in 2014, calculating
yearlyaverages.Capitalin­
vestment has remained
strong, however, but at
slightlylowerlevels–$3.28
billionin2012,$4.46billion
in 2013 and $4.42 billion in
2014.
Those investment num­

bersarepoweredbyrecent
big­time announcements
suchaslastyear'sGitiTire
plant in Chester and its

promised 1,700 jobs. And
already this year, Chrysler
subsidiary Dailmer an­
nounced the conversion of
its Charleston assembly
planttoafull­fledgedman­
ufacturing plant, touting
1,300jobs.
Also,another"whale,"as

recruiterscallbigmanufac­
turing plants, may be sur­
facing. South Carolina is
said to be in the hunt for a

Volvo auto manufacturing
plant, although Commerce
officialswon'tcommenton
theirefforts.
"Idon'tthinkit'sgoingto

slow down a bit," Com­
mercesecretaryBobbyHitt
of Charleston, a former
BMW executive, said of
manufacturing job growth.
"We've got a lot of jobs out
therethataregoingtohit."

BROADERRECOVERY

But other sectors of the
economy are catching up
with manufacturing in
SouthCarolina,asthosein­
dustries finally ramp back
upaftertherecession..
In 2014, business and

professional services grew
18,200jobs,comparedwith
manufacturing's 8,900, al­
thoughmanyofitsjobsare
temporary positions off­
ered by companies still too
leery of the future to pull
the trigger on full­time
workers.

Leisure and hospitality
jumped to third, adding
7,100 jobs, as consumers
had enough confidence in
the economy to begin
spending money on vaca­
tions and eating out, and
businesses started beefing
uptheirtravelbudgets.
Construction showed a

mini­comeback in 2014 by

adding2,100jobs;and,are­
covered housing market
means more demand for
manufactured products,
fromrefrigeratorsanddish
washers to heating and air
conditioningsystems.
"You can't pick one in­

dustry in the Southeast
anymore," said College of
Charleston economist
Frank Hefner, saying the
recovery is progressing in
prettymuchthesameman­
nerthroughouttheSouth.
While some industries

are catching up, don't look
foradownturninmanufac­
turing,expertssay.
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"Idon'tthinkwe'regoing
to see a decline because of
trends that transcend
South Carolina," Von Nes­
sensaid.
Increasingly, companies

are choosing to build new
plants and expand in the
South, where labor is
cheaper, unions are almost
nonexistent and the cli­
mate, both business and
meteorological, is favor­
able.
Recently,BMWopeneda

plant in Mexico for the
same reasons, said Lewis
Gossett, president and
CEO of the S.C. Manufac­
turersAlliance.
Hittaddedthatwhatsep­

aratesSouthCarolinafrom
the rest of the pack is the
port of Charleston. He said
thatSouthCarolinahasbe­
come the nation's leading
producer and exporter of
tires,hascreatedanentire­
lynewaviationclusterwith
Boeing, and is growing its
established automotive in­

dustrywithBMWandDail­
mer–muchofitdirectlyre­

latedtotheport.
"All the numbers are go­

ing in the right direction,"
hesaid.
But Von Nessen warned

that a stronger dollar and
rising interest rates "are
somethingwehavetobeon
thelookoutfor.Onthemar­
gins,allthathasanegative
impactonexportactivity."

LEANANDMEAN
Is the state's success in

creating manufacturing
jobs outpacing its ability to
trainworkerstofillthem?
"The problem we are go­

ing to run into is the skill
gap for people who are
technically savvy for the
jobs that are being creat­
ed," Hefner said. "I don't
know how we are going to
overcomethat."
Hittrespondedthatwhile

the "labor force is some­
thingwehavetoworkonall
the time," the state's track
recordshowsthatwhenthe
rubber meets the road,
South Carolina technical
schools and apprentice

programs can deliver the
workers.
"Twenty years ago when

BMW came here we didn't
haveanyautomotivework­
ers," he said. "Boeing has
7,500peopleworkingthere
and(whenitwasrecruited)
wedidn'thaveanyaviation
workers. We're inventing
new sectors in this state
and its not lost on our edu­
cationcommunity.Wehave
young people coming out
of our high schools and

two­yearcollegesandfour­
year universities every
day."
Workers following the

jobs here from other states
also will help bridge the
skill gap, Hitt and Gossett
said.
Gossett believes compa­

nies will expand with an
improving economy and
greater demand for prod­
ucts.
"We are talking about

some lean, mean oper­
ations that are poised to be

more profitable and pro­
ductivethantheyeverhave
been," he said. "And that's
whenyouseehiring."

BIGGESTJOBS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SINCE 2011

2,000workers
2013Boeingexpansion,

Charleston
1,700workers

2014Giti Tireplant,Ches­
ter

1,620workers
2011ContinentalTire

plant,Sumter
1,300workers

2015Dailmerexpansion,
Charleston

1,000workers
2012BMWexpansion,

Spartanburg
800 workers

2014BMWexpansion,
Spartanburg

SOURCE:S.C. Departmentof Commerce
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