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National Guard can continue 

restoration after Haley signs order V  Gov. Nikki Haley is 

keeping the National Guard on active 

duty through Nov. 25 so units can continue 

helping local governments make 

emergency repairs. 

Haley signed an order Friday allowing 

National Guardsmen to keep working, 

primarily in the capital city of Columbia 

and rural Clarendon County 

The governor s office says officials 

of those local governments requested 

the continued assistance. Guardsmen 

are needed to repair impassable roads 

In Clarendon County and help with 

breached dams at the Columbia Canal. 

According to the state Department of 

Transportation, more than half of the 99 

roads still closed nearly a month after a 

catastrophic storm are in hard-hit Richland 

land and Clarendon counties. 

Haley signed a state of emergency 

declaration in the days leading up to the 

 Oct. 2-5 rainstorm, which dumped up to 

t feet of rain in some parts of the state. 

She signed a second state of emergency 

Qct, 15 that expires Friday. That applied 

tc the 20 counties declared disaster areas 

by President Barack Obama. 

Since the flooding began, the National 

Guard has completed 350 missions 

statewide, 125 of them involving road 

repairs. Others include leading helicopter, 

boat, and high-water vehicle rescues, 

transporting meals, water, and sandbags, 

and conducting security and traffic 

checkpoints. 
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Under fire for lackof caseworkers,
DSS has addedexecutive positions
BY TIMSMITH
The Greenville News
The stateDepartment ofSocial

Services, which is under orders
from lawmakers tohiremore case­
workersto helpabused children,
also hasadded several executive
positions under the agency's new
director andnow has18employees
making $100,000 ormore ayear.
The agency providedthe in­

formation toThe GreenvilleNews
following astate Freedom ofIn­
formation Actrequest.
DSSDirector SusanAlford, who

was hired byGov.Nikki Haley last
December, toldmembers ofthe
SenateDSS OversightSubcommit­
tee inlate Augustthat sheis trying
tomodernize andreorganize the
agency, which shesaid she found
understaffed andspread toothin
when shearrived.
"DSS isan agency that is recover­

ingfrom adecade ofbudget cuts
andotherissues regarding its or­
ganizationalstructure," sheex­
plained then."We suffer notonly
fromalack ofresources inthe
departmentbut we also have
spread ourfunctions andresponsib­
ilitiesacross thedepartment tothe

degreethat it has reallyinterfered
with goodaccountability."
Alford hashired anumber of

executives since takingoffice, some
intonew positions andsome into
vacantpositions or modifiedposi­
tions.The agency employs about
3,800 workers.
The agencynow has18staff

earning$100,000 or moreayear,
according toDSSand thestate's
salarydatabase.
Alford's annual salaryis

$159,130.
Afteraseries of legislative hear­

ingsandastingingaudit last year
priortoAlford's arrivalconcerning
theagency's handling ofchild
abuseand neglect cases,lawmakers
providedmoremoney so DSScould
hirehundreds ofnew caseworkers
andstaff tolower caseloads.
Lawmakersauthorized the hiring

of177more staffinthe current
budgetyear andDSS hasasked for
$32.6 million innext year'sbudget,
including money tohire157addi­
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DSSPOSITIONS
FROMPAGE 3A
tional staff.Wingo said
146of the 177 positions
havebeen filled.
The agency currently

operates at abudget of
$692million, but only
about $133 million of that
comes fromthe state's
General Fund,according
tolegislative budget re­
cords. Most ofthe agen­
cy's budgetcomes from
the federal government.
Lawmakers haveregis­

tered concerns inthepast
about the hiringof super­
visors along withcase­
workersbecause they
wantthe focus tobeon
lowering caseloads. Some
caseworkers stillhandle
50or more childreneach,
and ahandfulhandle 100
or more.The agency has
set agoal of nomore than
24children perworker.
Sen. Tom Young, an

AikenRepublican and
chairman of theSenate
Oversight Subcommittee,
said the panelwill ad­
dressthe salary issue at
its next meeting.
"The testimonythat we

havereceived is that we
need morecaseworkers
onthe front linestore­

duce caseloads," hesaid.
"While it appearsthat the
agency ismaking pro­
gress and 56substandard
day careshaverecently
been closed,this new
management salary in­
formationis troubling in
view ofthe agency'smost
recent budget request.
Again, we willget tothe
bottom of it."
However, Sen. Joel

Lourie, a ColumbiaDem­
ocrat onthe panel, said
legislators needtogive
Alford timetomanage
the agency.He said it is
easy tocriticizeany agen­
cydirector for adding
executive positions.
"At the endof theday,

what I am mostcon­
cernedwith is results,"he
said. "I thinkifshe was
coming inandmaking
administrativerequests
but not adding casework­
ers,Ithinkall ofus would
beblowingagasket right
now.But thebulk of her
requests, thesignificant
majority of herrequests,
the money isgoing toadd
caseworkers andbring
down caseloads. Ifthere
are somelayers ofman­
agement that are missing
tohelp the agencyrun

more efficiently,Ithink
we oweher that consid­
eration."
Sen. Katrina Shealy, a

Lexington CountyRepub­
lican whositson the
panel, said lawmakers are
hoping Alfordcan better
organize the agency.
"Ithink wehavetogive

her that chancetodo
what shethinksis the
best thing,"she said.
"I'mnot going toques­
tion whatshe's done
there until I seethe out­
come. I thinkweneed
more caseworkers.Idon't
thinkwe needmore su­
pervisors."
Shealy said theagency

hasstruggled with keep­
ingcaseworkers. The
agency's turnover rate
last year was39 percent,
which hasdropped this
year.
"We needtobework­

ingon that harder than
making new positions,"
shesaid. "Idon't wantto
tell her howtorun the
agency because I'm not
there onaday­to­day
basis.But whatIwould
say iswe needtolook
more atboots onthe
ground insteadof people
insupervisory positions."
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S.C. collegeswant most of
state'sadded $1.2 billion
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
SouthCarolina's colleges

anduniversities areasking
for nearlyall ofthe added
$1.2 billionthat lawmakers
will have tospend innext
year'sstate budget.
The state's 17research

schools, four­year universi­
ties andtheir branch cam­
puseshave requestedan
added $587.6 million,and
the state's 16 technicalcol­
leges want$463.2 million
moreinstate money.
Roughly 90 percentof that
added money isfor one­
timeprojects, including
buildings andteaching
equipment.
Higher education institu­

tions stillare tryingto get
restored statemoney that
they lostwhen their state
budgets wereslashed during
the GreatRecession. Today,
that fundingis $245 million
lower than it was beforethe
economic downturn.
The $1.1billionincollege

requests will becompeting
with requests for hundreds
of millions ofdollars in
added statespending in
otherareas, including road
repairs, floodrelief, income
taxcuts andincreased K­12
spending inresponse toa
S.C. Supreme Court ruling.
The three largestfour­

year collegeshave asked for
an added $240.5 million in
statemoney.
A The University ofSouth

Carolina's Columbia cam­
pusis askingfor $46.3mil­
lion, including $21.5 million
torenovate its soon­to­be­
formerlaw schoolbuilding
onMain Street, $5.8 million

topay 30 new faculty mem­
bersat the Darla Moore
Schoolof Business, $5 mil­
liontoadd awingtoits
Honors College dorm and
$4million torenovate the
WarMemorial building.
A Clemson University is

asking for $64.4million,
including $25million for a
businessandbehavioral
sciencebuilding,$25million
foran advanced material
sciencesbuilding and$1.5
million foradesign center
inCharleston.
A The College ofChar­

lestonis asking for $129.8
million,including $53.5
million torenovatethe Si­
mons Centerfor the Arts,
$35million for a new learn­
ingtechnologycenter, $23
million torenovateits phys­
ical education andhealth
center,and $9.8million to
renovatethe Stern Student
Center.
Earlierthis year,S.C.

lawmakers considered bor­
rowing–via bonds–topay
forbuilding projects atS.C.
collegesand universities.
ButGov. Nikki Haley

helped killa$500million
S.C. Housebonding propos­
al.Asimilar, but smaller,
$236million Senate bonding
proposal wasdelayed until
lawmakers returninJan­
uary.
Ifaborrowing proposal

passes nextyear, it willbe
thefirstapproved forcapital
projectsinabout 15 years.
Whenit was clearabond­

ingproposal would notpass
last spring,lawmakers put
someof thestate's one­time

surplus intobuilding pro­
jectsat universities and
colleges.
The MedicalUniversity of

SouthCarolina received$25
million forits Children's
Hospital. USC was given $5
million tohelp renovate the
South Caroliniana Library
and $3.5 million tohelp pay
for the lawschool reno­
vation. The College ofChar­
leston received $1.8million
toward the cost ofthe Stern
building renovation, and
Clemson was given $5mil­
lion forthe business and
behavioral sciencebuilding.

GOV.HALEY NOT
INTERESTEDIN RGA
CHAIR FORNOW
Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley is not interestedina
leadership role with the
Republican Governors Asso­
ciation untilat least 2017,
she toldreporters atanews
conference last week.
"It is agroup that I dearly

love, but Ihave told them
that I will not doanything …
for the nexttwo years,"said
Haley, whohas beenonthe
RGA's executive committee
since her firstyearas gover­
nor. "Ihave too muchin
South Carolinatodo."

CALL­IN TOGOWDY,
MULVANEY
U.S. Reps. TreyGowdy,

R­Spartanburg and Mick
Mulvaney, R­IndianLand,
will appearon The Point
radio Tuesday from4p.m.
to6p.m., takingphone calls
from listeners.
Often elected officials

who appearonthe radio
show wantto knowtopicsor
questions that they will be
asked beforehand, saidhost
Keven Cohen. "In this
case, what'srefreshingis
justthat they're willingto
take calls."
Listeners can tuneinto

95.9 FM1470 AMor visit
www.makethepointradio­
.com.

BATTLE OF THE
CAMPAIGN SCHOOLS
The S.C. Club forGrowth

will hold acrashcourse for
candidates onDec. 5after
the S.C. HouseGOP Caucus
canceled its campaign
schoolplanned for that day.
The group saidits event

will "fillthe everincreasing
voidleft bylegislative lead­
ership."
S.C. HouseMajority Lead­

er BruceBannister of
Greenville saidtheGOP
Caucus decided tomoveits
candidates schoolto closer
tothe Marchfilingdeadline
for Houseseats. The school
bringsinconsultants, at­
torneys, socialmediaex­
perts andcurrent House
members tohelpcandi­
dates, Bannister said.
"The HouseRepublican

Caucus intends torecruit
andtrain pro­business, con­
servative Republican candi­
datesto serveinthe House
of Representatives,"Bannis­
tersaid.
It's likely theschool will

beheld inthe Charleston
areabecause of contests
expectedinthat area inthe
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upcomingelectioncycle,
Bannister said.
Charleston­areaRepub­

licanstate Reps.Chip
Limehouseand Jenny
Hornealready have an­

nounced they will not seek
re­election. Inaddition,

Democratic stateRep. Mary
Tinkler likelywill face a
Republican challenger ina
district –until recently, rep­
resented by Republican
House SpeakerBobbyHar­
rell –that typically votes
red.

2016INS.C.
Where the presidential

candidates will beinthe
Palmetto Statethis week:
A DemocratBernie

Sanders willbe atSt. Hele­
na at 3 p.m.Sunday, hosting
a townhall meeting at 16
Penn Center CircleWest.

A Republican Donald

Trump willappear atarally
inMyrtle Beach at 7p.m.
Tuesday at Myrtle Beach
Convention Center, 2101
North OakSt.

Cassie Cope:803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

S.C.colleges,universities askforadded$1.1billion

Gov.NikkiHaleynot interestedinchairing theRepublican
Governors Association–fornow

Gowdy,Mulvaneyto take listeners'callson local radio
station

TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

USCfreshmenbegan to moveintotheir dorms oncampus Friday. Families worked on a
staggered schedule makingfor a more organized experience. Signs welcomedstudents tothe
newly renovatedWomen'sQuad.
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THEBUZZ

SCcolleges want most of
state'sadded $1.2 billion
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
SouthCarolina'scollegesand

universitiesareaskingfornearly
alloftheadded$1.2billionlaw­
makerswillhavetospendin
nextyear'sstatebudget.
Thestate's17research

schools,four­yearuniversities
andtheirbranchcampuseshave
requestedanadded$587.6mil­
lion,andthestate's16technical
collegeswant$463.2million
moreinstatemoney.Roughly
90percentofthataddedmoney
isforone­timeprojects,includ­
ingbuildingsandteaching
equipment.
Highereducationinstitutions

stillaretryingtogetrestored
statemoneytheylostwhentheir
statebudgetswereslasheddur­
ingtheGreatRecession.Today,
thatfundingis$245million
lowerthanitwasbeforethe
economicdownturn.

The$1.1billionincollege
requestswillbecompetingwith
requestsforhundredsofmil­
lionsofdollarsinaddedstate
spendinginotherareas,in­
cludingroadrepairs,floodrelief,
incometaxcutsandincreased
K­12spendinginresponsetoa
S.C.SupremeCourtruling.
Thethreelargestfour­year

collegeshaveaskedforanadd­
ed$240.5millioninstatemon­
ey.
A TheUniversityofSouth

Carolina'sColumbiacampusis
askingfor$46.3million,in­
cluding$21.5milliontorenovate
itssoon­to­be­formerlawschool
buildingonMainStreet;
$5.8milliontopay30newfacul­
tymembersattheDarlaMoore
SchoolofBusiness;$5millionto
addawingtoitsHonorsCollege

dormand$4milliontorenovate
theWarMemorialbuilding.
A ClemsonUniversityisask­

ingfor$64.4million,including
$25millionforabusinessand
behavioralsciencebuilding;
$25millionforanadvanced
materialsciencesbuildingand
$1.5millionforadesigncenter
inCharleston.
A TheCollegeofCharlestonis

askingfor$129.8million,in­
cluding$53.5milliontoreno­
vatetheSimonsCenterforthe
Arts;$35millionforanew
learningtechnologycenter;
$23milliontorenovateitsphys­
icaleducationandhealthcenter
and$9.8milliontorenovatethe
SternStudentCenter.
Earlierthisyear,S.C.law­

SEE BUZZ,5A
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BUZZ
makersconsideredbor­
rowing–viabonds–topay
forbuildingprojectsat
S.C.collegesanduni­
versities.
ButGov.NikkiHaley

helpedkilla$500million
S.C.Housebondingpro­
posal.Asimilar,butsmall­
er,$236millionSenate
bondingproposalwas
delayeduntillawmakers
returninJanuary.
Ifaborrowingproposal

passesnextyear,itwillbe
thefirstapprovedforcap­
italprojectsinabout15
years.
Whenitwascleara

bondingproposalwould

notpasslastspring,law­
makersputsomeofthe
state'sone­timesurplus
intobuildingprojectsat
universitiesandcolleges.
TheMedicalUniversity

ofSouthCarolinareceived
$25millionforitsChil­
dren'sHospital.USCwas
given$5milliontohelp
renovatetheSouthCar­
olinianaLibraryand
$3.5milliontohelppayfor
thelawschoolrenovation.
TheCollegeofCharleston
received$1.8millionto­
wardthecostoftheStern
buildingrenovation,and
Clemsonwasgiven$5

millionforthebusinessand
behavioralsciencebuilding.

GOV.HALEYNOT
INTERESTEDINRGA
CHAIRFORNOW
RepublicanGov.Nikki

Haleyisnotinterestedina
leadershiprolewiththe
RepublicanGovernors
Associationuntilatleast
2017,shetoldreportersat
anewsconferencelast
week.
"ItisagroupthatIdear­

lylove,butIhavetold
themthatIwillnotdo
anything…forthenext
twoyears,"saidHaley,

whohasbeenonthe
RGA'sexecutivecommit­
teesinceherfirstyearas
governor."Ihavetoo
muchinSouthCarolinato
do."

CALL­INTOGOWDY,
MULVANEY
U.S.Reps.TreyGowdy,

R­SpartanburgandMick
Mulvaney,R­Indian
Land,willappearonThe
PointradioTuesdayfrom
4to6p.m.,takingphone
callsfromlisteners.
Oftenelectedofficials

whoappearontheradio
showwanttoknowtopics
orquestionsthattheywill
beaskedbeforehand,said
hostKevenCohen."In
thiscase,what'srefresh­
ingisjustthatthey're
willingtotakecalls."
Listenerscantuneinto

95.9FM,1470AMorvisit
www.makethepointradio­
.com.

BATTLEOFTHE
CAMPAIGNSCHOOLS
TheS.C.Clubfor

Growthwillholdacrash
courseforcandidateson
Dec.5aftertheS.C.House
GOPCaucuscanceledits
campaignschoolplanned
forthatday.
Thegroupsaiditsevent

will"filltheeverincreas­
ingvoidleftbylegislative
leadership."
S.C.HouseMajority

LeaderBruceBannister
ofGreenvillesaidtheGOP
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whoappearontheradio
showwanttoknowtopics
orquestionsthattheywill
beaskedbeforehand,said
hostKevenCohen."In
thiscase,what'srefresh­
ingisjustthatthey're
willingtotakecalls."
Listenerscantuneinto

95.9FM,1470AMorvisit
www.makethepointradio­
.com.

BATTLEOFTHE
CAMPAIGNSCHOOLS
TheS.C.Clubfor

Growthwillholdacrash
courseforcandidateson
Dec.5aftertheS.C.House
GOPCaucuscanceledits
campaignschoolplanned
forthatday.

will"filltheeverincreas­
ingvoidleftbylegislative
leadership."
S.C.HouseMajority

LeaderBruceBannister
ofGreenvillesaidtheGOP

Caucusdecidedtomove
itscandidatesschool
closertotheMarchfiling
deadlineforHouseseats.
Theschoolbringsincon­
sultants,attorneys,social
mediaexpertsandcurrent
Housememberstohelp
candidates,Bannistersaid.
"TheHouseRepublican

Caucusintendstorecruit
andtrainpro­business,
conservativeRepublican
candidatestoserveinthe

HouseofRepresenta­
tives,"Bannistersaid.
It'slikelytheschoolwill

beheldintheCharleston
areabecauseofcontests
expectedinthatareain
theupcomingelection
cycle,Bannistersaid.
Charleston­areaRepub­

licanstateReps.Chip
LimehouseandJenny
Hornealreadyhavean­
nouncedtheywillnotseek
re­election.Inaddition,
DemocraticstateRep.
MaryTinklerlikelywill
faceaRepublicanchal­
lengerinadistrict–until
recently,representedby
RepublicanHouseSpeaker
BobbyHarrell–that

typicallyvotesred.

2016INS.C.
Wherethepresidential

candidateswillbeinthe
PalmettoStatethisweek:
A DemocratBernie

Sanderswillbeat
St.Helenaat3p.m.
Sunday,hostingatown
hallmeetingat16Penn
CenterCircleWest.
A RepublicanDonald

Trumpwillappearata
rallyinMyrtleBeachat
7p.m.TuesdayatMyrtle
BeachConventionCenter,
2101NorthOakSt.

CassieCope:803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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Some fear detainees could
be transferred to SC
U.S. Sen. Tim Scott: Gitmo 'only
location on Earth' to hold
suspected terrorists

President Obama: Cuban
military prison too expensive to
operate, a terrorist recruiting
tool

Naval brig outside Charleston,
Kansas fort and Colorado prison
studied as possible sites to hold
detainees

BY VERA BERGENGRUEN

vbergengruen@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

When U.S. Sen. Tim Scott

visited the Guantanamo Bay
military prison in Guba last
month, he left with one over­
arching impression: The U.S. has
found and created "the only
location on Earth" secure
enough to hold suspected terror­
ists.

"You walk away realizing that
the world's worst terrorists are
housed at a location that is iso­

lated by an ocean, mountains
and deserts, and
the deserts have
old Cuban land­
mines," said the
S.C. Republican
from North Char­
leston. "So the
enemy comba­
tants are safer,
the soldiers are

safer, and anyone who wants to
come rescue anybody has to go
through those three major bar­
riers."
For nearly eight years, Demo­

cratic President Barack Obama

has pledged — without success —
to close the Guantanamo Bay
facility. It costs too much to
operate and could be a recruiting
tool for jihadists, Obama says.

Now, with little more than a
year left in office, some worry
that Obama might use an exec­
utive order to get around Con­
gress ­ a move that could pos­
sibly move the detainees to a
naval facility outside Charleston.
The Pentagon has scouted the

U.S. Naval Consolidated Brig in
Hanahan as a potential new
home for the detainees. The

facility is five miles from North
Charleston.

The Pentagon also surveyed
other domestic sites for "Guan­
tanamo North," including the
Disciplinary Barracks in Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., and the
country's highest­security pri­
son, the Federal Correctional
Complex in Florence, Colo.,
dubbed the "Alcatraz of the
Rockies."
Few doubt the domestic facil­

ities under consideration are

capable of securing the detai­
nees, many of whom never have
been charged with a crime. But
critics worry that having them in
the United States could attract

sympathizers and create immi­
nent danger by making nearby
communities a target. Char­

leston, for example, is a national
tourist destination with a met­

ropolitan population of almost
700,000.
"It is a slap in the face to the

people of South Carolina who
have sacrificed so much for this

country to turn around and say
you're going to put these terror­
ists in our backyard," S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley, a Republican, said
when the Pentagon announced
plans to review the naval brig in
August.
Human rights groups also

oppose the transfer of detainees
to the United States but for dif­
ferent reasons.

Groups such as Human Rights
Watch and Amnesty Internation­
al, who long have called the
detentions at Guantanamo a

violation of international law,
say transferring the detainees
could worsen their existing con­
ditions.

Holding the detainees indefi­
nitely, without charge or trial, is
the real problem, Human Rights
Watch executive director Ken­
neth Roth said in a letter to the

president last month. Transfer­
ring them to U.S. prisons would
just "entrench a system of indef­
inite detention on U.S. soil that

may be used by future adminis­
trations," he wrote.

UNLAWFUL AND ENDANGER
ALL SOUTH CAROLINIANS'
A long­awaited Pentagon

report to Congress outlining a
plan to close Guantanamo was
supposed to be released in the
second week of November. But it
has been delayed for more revi­
sions.

Congress passed a $607 billion
bipartisan defense policy bill
earlier this month that bans

moving detainees into the Unit­
ed States. The White House has

said the president will sign the
bill. And, in previous years, Oba­
ma also has signed bills with
similar restrictions, but included
a statement objecting to those

Scott
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provisions.
"The administration's time

would be better spent on a plan
to defeat ISIS than on one to
move terrorist detainees to our

homeland," House Speaker Paul
Ryan, R­Wis., said in a statement
Wednesday, joining critics who
say the president has an obliga­
tion to drop campaign promises
that endanger homeland securi­
ty.
Any decision to select the

Charleston naval brig or another
location in the continental Unit­

ed States would require a long­
shot approval from Congress.
But some fear Obama could

attempt to close the prison by
executive order.
"I am very concerned that the

president is moving in the direc­
tion of giving us hints that he's
going to create an executive
order, which is in no one's best
interest," Scott said.
In recent weeks, the White

House has indicated Obama

might use executive action to get
around the congressional ban on
spending federal money to move
the detainees.

SEE GUANTANAMO, 12A

a
IT IS A SLAP IN THE FACE TO THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
WHO HAVE SACRIFICED SO MUCH
FOR THIS COUNTRY."

JSC Gov. Nikki Haley
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BRENNAN LINSLEV AP

President Barack Obama's quest to close the prison at Guantanamo Bay has been stonewalled by Congress for nearly eight years. As the end of his presidency nears, some fear he
will sign an executive order that will close the facility.
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JOHN VANBEEKUM MCT

The U.S. Naval Consolidated Brig Charleston is a possible site for transferring Guantanamo Bay detainees. State leaders, including Gov. Nik lei
Haley, have vehemently opposed the possibility of a move to South Carolina.
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Refugee refusal moves
past the point of parody
BY ALEXANDRA PETRI
Washington Post
Nothing says "America"

like "Shoo,huddled mass­
es!Move along!"
This hasbeen a bad

weekfor parody.
Governors and candi­

dateson therightof the
aisle havebeenfalling
over themselvestosee
who cantake amore hard­
line stance against ...refu­
gees fleeing Syria'scivil
war. Twenty­sixgovernors
–includingSouth Car­
olina's ownNikki Haley –
havemade statements
opposing letting refugees
pasttheir borders.
Gov.Chris Christie

vowedthat hewould op­
poseletting even "3­year­
oldorphans"come toNew
Jersey. ApparentlyChristie
hasbeen replaced with a
Dickens villain.
Whenyou aretaking a

hard­linestance against
3­year­oldorphans, you
can feelconfident that you
are onthe rightside of
history.Weall knowof
those many tales ofterror­
istssneaking into places
disguisedas 3­year­olds.
Butthis is not eventhe

most cartoonishlyawful
remarksomeone has
madeabout admitting
refugees. The mayorof
Roanoke,Va., cited in­
ternment of Japanese
Americans asapositive
example ofwhat todo.
Whenyou areciting

internment –ahideous
black spoton America's
recordfor which theentire
page inmyhistory text­
book wasjust agroveling
apology andapicture of
the Statueof Libertylook­
ingsad–with approval,
youhavepassed thepoint
of parody.The mayor
noted that the threat"now
is justas realand serious
as that fromourenemies
then,"which is true–but
not theway hemeans.
And don'tforget Donald

Trump, who keeps in­
veighing against thepros­
pect ofbringing 250,000
Syrian refugees toAmer­
ica. Good news, Donald:
Noone advocated thisat
anypoint, ever.Thisis a
number you madeup.
If theTrump campaign

hastaught us anything,it
is that younolonger need
tobelow­key about your
xenophobia. Youcan just
go straightout andsay
"Move along! You're not
welcome here."
And thenof course

there'sTed Cruz and
Jeb(!), proposing religious
litmus tests forwho gets
tocome tosafety (Chris­
tians only!) –astrategy
that hashistorically been
not associatedwith any­
thing awful,ofcourse.
Oncemore, with feel­

ing:Weare onlysupposed

tobeadmitting 10,000
Syrian refugees,andonly
2percent ofthem are
males of military age.And
they'reundergoing avet­
ting process that takes 18
months –18months! And
of theso­far­identified
Paris attackers,all were
European nationals.
I am not sayingthat

bringing refugees to
America is theonly pos­
siblesolution –oreven
that it is badto wantto
haveasolidvetting pro­
cessinplace for therefu­
gees wedo admit,since it
is harder todoback­
ground checksonthose
fleeing a regimethat is not
going tobecooperative
about sharingdocuments.
Butdo wehavetobe so

cartoonishly awfulabout
it? Can't westand bythe
principle ofbeing open
and welcominginstead of
standing upagainst 3­
year­oldsand praising
internment?
Ah,America, asEmma

Lazarus wrote,"that gated
community wherenone
may penetrate."
This isn't funny any

more.
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LETTERTO THEEDITOR
NO SYRIAN REFUGEES INYORK COUNTY
Evenbefore theterrorist attack in Paris, GPS Con­

servatives for Action and the FortOakInitiative have
beenworking with our YorkCounty Councilto put a
stopto the Syrian refugees coming into ourcounty.
Twoother counties, Berkeley and Pickens, already

passed resolutions askingGov. Nikki Haley tostop
the flowof Syrian refugees into their countiesand
intoour state. The Greenville CountyCouncil plans
to take upasimilarresolution.
It istragedy what ishappening to the Syrian people

trying to get away fromthishell fromISIS and the
civilwar, whichhas killed hundreds ofthousands of
people. Myprayers are withtheserefugees to find
peaceand abetter way oflife.
Ourmajor concern is ourown safety; the refugees

can't be properly vetted,since thereis noreal govern­
ment in Syria. Europe is amess, aswehave all seen
and read that millions ofpeople are moving toEu­
rope in the largest massexodus since World War II.
What will happento European culture and way of
life?
Paris isburning and weneed to be diligent to make

sure weare not next. ISIS hasabig target onthe
United States.
I ask you all topray for thevictims and their fam­

ilies in France. We ask theYork County Councilto
support Bruce Henderson's resolution not to allow
the Syrian refugees to come toYork County.
Paul Anderko
Rock Hill
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Stateagency
issuingmore
finesagainst
abortionclinics
BY SEANNAADCOX
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBIA

South Carolina's public
health agency could fine
three abortion clinics and
two waste disposal compa­
nies nearly $51,000 for
violations concerning the
disposal of fetuses.
The proposed fines range

from $2,200 to $21,150 for
violating state disposal
regulations, Department of
Health and Environmental
Control Director Catherine
Heigel told a House panel
Thursday.
They are the latest fines

stemming from an investi­
gation requested by Gov.
Nikki Haley in August. The
request followed the release
of secretly taped videos
showing Planned Parent­
hood officials in other states
discussing the collection of
fetal organs for research.
Less than a month later,

DHEC suspended the li­
censes of two of the state's
three abortion clinics and
fined them a combined
$10,250. The threatened
closures marked a first for
the agency. Ultimately,
sanctions were lifted and
neither clinic had to close.
Violations cited in the

five consent orders dated
Friday include paperwork

issues and fetuses being
sterilized with steam and
taken to a landfill, rather
than incinerated as required
by law – issues also cited in
the clinics' suspensions.
The lowest proposed fine is
against the Charleston
Women's Medical Center –
not among the clinics sus­
pended – for not accurately
reporting the amount of
waste it generates on its
registration renewal.
The orders give 30 days

to pay a fine, but they note
the amounts are under
discussion.
GOP Rep. Gary Clary,

chairman of the House
Oversight panel, applauded
Heigel for "tightening up"
on inspections. His commit­
tee launched its own in­
vestigation into Planned
Parenthood following the
videos' release. Republican
legislators have criticized
DHEC as being too lax with
the abortion clinics.
A report released by the

Legislative Audit Council in
May found the agency
hadn't consistently inspect­
ed the clinics as required by
law and had imposed no
penalties for violations,
with the exception of an

expired license.
Heigel, who took the

DHEC's helm a month
later, said Thursday the
agency has better trained
staff and changed how
inspections are conducted,
including joint inspections
by the agency's infectious
waste and health divisions.
"We are substantially

better positioned to effec­
tively regulate these facil­
ities," she said. "At the end
of the day, our role as reg­
ulator is to protect the
health and safety of pa­
tients who use these facil­
ities."
Rep. James Smith, D­

Columbia, said the investi­
gations have found nothing
illegal or even close to the
allegations that prompted
the Oversight Committee to
launch its own review.
"They've raised their

level of scrutiny," Smith
said of DHEC after Heigel's
arrival. "But the bottom line
is, not one iota of what was
alleged has been proven
true."
As for the Sept. 11 suspen­

sion orders, DHEC lifted
sanctions Sept. 28 against
the Greenville Women's
Clinic after it addressed its
six violations, paid a $2,750

fine and submitted proof of
staff training. Planned Par­
enthood paid a $7,500
penalty for 21 cited vio­
lations and submitted cor­
rection plans by the Sept. 28
deadline but asked DHEC
to reconsider some of the
violations, putting the sus­
pension on hold. The cited
violations included incom­
plete staff records and abor­
tions performed sooner
than 60 minutes after an
ultrasound.
DHEC cleared Planned

Parenthood's Columbia
clinic on Nov. 6, and the
organization withdrew its
request, Heigel said.
Representatives of nei­

ther the clinics nor the
disposal companies imme­
diately returned requests
for comment.
Of the three abortion

clinics in South Carolina,
Planned Parenthood oper­
ates only the one in Colum­
bia.
Planned Parenthood

officials have repeatedly
said none of the organiza­
tion's clinics in the South
Atlantic region – which
includes the Carolinas,
West Virginia and much of
Virginia – participates in
fetal tissue collection.
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